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IN THE THREE MAIN SECTORS ~F THE CONGO

Addendum dated 7 March 1961 covering the period 1 to 6 March

1. While the Congolese soldiery was engaged in hostile action against United

Nations personnel and troops in the Province of Leopoldville, the civil war

situation in the other provinces, although still tense and volatile, has, as a

result of persistent United Nations efforts, been prevented from erupting into

open hostilities.

A. EQUATEUR-ORIENTAIE SECT'R (continued)

2. During his visit to Stanleyville, following his earlier visit to General Mobutu

at Gemena, the ONUC Force Commander, General McKeolin, obtained from General Lundula

an undertaking to stop the movements of his troops beyond their present positions.

General Lundula further agreed to the withdrawal of those units which had penetrated

into Equateur Province, provided his detachment, which had advanced to Ikels, was

to be replaced by ONUC troops. Arrangements are in hand to carry out this agreement,

which should have the effect of stabilizing the situation in the area.

3. In Coquilhatville only 25 gendarmes and 40 ANC are left to protect the town

since 4 March and the camps are lying empty without guards. Civilian officials

fear the return of the two battalions of General Mobutu's troops which were sent to

Boende, in case they were to compete violently with the civilian population for the

scarce available supplies. On 5 March, the population cheered the incoming ONUC

Ethiopian troops. ONUC forces guard strategic points and installations, and

continue to patrol the town regularly day and night.

4. No word haS come from General Mobutu, who is still believed to be in the

Lisala-Bumba area.
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B. KASAI SECTOR (continued)

5. Life in Luluabourg has gradually returned to normal after last week's

frenzy, although soldiers still appear afraid of civilians. A Belgian officer

of Mr. Kalonji' s troops, who had come from Bakwansa on l~ February for an

undisclosed purpose, was arrested and later released. The ANC also released

a number of civilians and some 120 policemen who had been arrested on the ground

that one of the~ had fired at soldiers during the recent clashes. ONUC

civilian and mi:itary representatives have re-~stablished cordial relations

with both the civilian population and the ANC. The Provincial Government has

held several meetings and eA~ressed its gratitude for ONUC intervention during

the disturbances which followed the appearance of Stanleyville ANC on the

outskirts of the town a week earlier. The Provincial President requested ONUC

to prevent arrests and to exercise its good offices to secure the release of

Kasaians detained in Leopoldville and Elisabethville, and for their return to

Kasai under ONUC protection. Road blocks are still in place along the accesses

to the African town, and a number of weapons such as bicycle chains, bows and

arrows, have been seized from civilians at these check points. Some 300 persons

are still under ONUC protection, including people from the Bakongo and Bangala

tribes who consider themselves threatened by the Luluas.

6. In the rest of the Province, the situation has been generally calm, except

for the Port-Francqui-Mweka area, where tribal fightin~ broke out again on

1 March. On 5 ~2rch, skirmishes between Luluas and Balubas were still continuing

in the bush. Railway officials are under O~~C protection and railroad gangn

work with ONUC escorts. Tension is enhanced by the growing discontent of the

ANC and the police who have not been paid since January.

7. An o~mc patrol has been sent to Dibaya following rumours of an attack

there by Kalonj ist troops. Close liaison j.s reported to exist between those

troops and ·the SOO-strong ANC para-commando battalion from Leopoldville which

is still in Lusambo.

8. On:; and 4 March, President ~tenge and Mr. Kalonji departed from

LU]Jlabourg and Bakwanga respectively, to participate in the Tananarive

conference. The former requested, and waS provided with, United Nations air

transport to carry his party to Elisabethvillc on the first stage of their

journey. I ...
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C. KATANGA SECTO-q (continued)

9. Although there have been no open military engagements during the period
under report, there were certain military movements which could have produced
clashes. To prevent a recrudescence of hostilities, ONUC military
representatives, as a result of negotiations with the Belgian Commander of
the Tshombe gendarmerie, secured assUrances that his force positioned in
Mulundu would not push further north and would stop all military operations,
for a week. Concurrently, ONUC also persuaded the North Katanga ANC Commander
not to place troops in a village near Piana-Mwanga where United Nations forces have
concentrated in a perimeter and patrol the vicinity.
10. In Manono, a ceremony, attended by people from outlying villages, was
held on 4 March to nominate the new Lualaba authorities. On the following day
there Ivas considerable movement of youth groups but without disorder.
11. In Luena, Baluba from the Mukulakulu-Luena-Bul\.ama area, who had fled
into the bush during earlier gendal~erie action, have expressed their desire
to retUl~ to their homes and resume their normal life under ONUC protection;
ONUC forces, however, are not in a position to guarantee their resettlement
in conditions of security.




