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I héve recei§ed the ‘communication addresséd to me by Mr. Kabeya in reply to :.,
mine of ;6 Febfuéry, informing me that six political prisoners recently transferfed__.
to Bakwanga have %één pﬁt~%o ééafh‘ana a seventh-sentenced:to a term of.rt. . )
imprisonment. I immediately communitated this news to the Secretary-General, who.
transmitted it to the Security Council, which- is now meeting in New York to
consider the qpestion of the Congo. It is for you to assess the effects;_bpth oni
the internal pdlifical life of the Congn and on the position of thatvcountry‘within
the internaticnel community; of the odious actsof political violence thus |
perpetrated, ‘

For my part, I wish ohly to eipréss the profound indignation arouced by the
treatment cf political‘priscéérs'in'disrcgard of the most elementary principles of
law recogﬁized'by civilized nétions.

Tadeed, from the point of viaw both of sudstentive law and of criminal
procedurc and judicial orgénizaﬁion, the information given in your communication
indicates that the Trizl and execution of lir, Finent and five of his fellow
prisoners were conductad in the rost arvitrary manner.

In view of the part whizh the Unitedl Iabtions has been called on to play in the
Congo, at the requast of the Ccmgolese (Covarnment, it is my duty to ask you to
provide full clarificatiocn of the circunstances of this trial., Meny questions arise
which, in all justice, require clear and specific answers, To cite only the nost
salient, it would be appropriate to know the exact charges; as provided for under
penal law, which were brought against the prisoners; whether specific proof was
submifted that the prisoners were personally guilty of the crimes they were

accused of; whether they were examined in acccrdance with the established legal
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rules aend, in particular, what provision wes made for the defence rights guaranteed
by law; and whether the tribunal which judged Mr. Finant and his fellow prisoners
wag legally constituted.

I further request that you provide me with the text of the sentences rendered
in this matter, and any other information which would clarify it.

My communication of 16 February referred to six prisoners transferred to
Bakwanga and the reply I received deals with the fate of a seventh, Mr. Kamenga.

I must inform you, in this connexion, that since that date ONUC has learned that
still other persons were recently deported from Leopoldville to Bakwanga. Their
fate, like that of Mr. Finant and his fellow prisoners, gave rise to serious
fears, which the Secretary-General considered it necessary to transmit to the
Security Council on 18 February. The events which have been brought to the
attention of the United Nations by the above-mentioned communication from

Mr. Kabeya cannot but increase the existing anxiety with regard to those other
prisoners,

I therefore most urgently request ycu to provide me with & complete list of
the prisoners uraasferred from Leopoldwiiles to Bakwangs since the beginning of
February, with przoict dnformation regarding their fate and the reazons for their
detention., In porbticular, I specifically request that you inform me as to the

-,

praseny fate of Mw, Lamtsle, Mr, Lukoska, Mr, Kagendwa, Mr, Moulu, Mr. Odiuba
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