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LETrER DATED 11 FEBRUARY 1961 ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE
SECURITY COUNCIL FROM THE PEBlIiANENT' REPRESEW.MTIVE OF THE

UNION OF SOVI)5T SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

I am sending here'tlith the statement of the delegation of the USSR to the

United Nations~ of 11 February 1961, in connexion with the reports concerning

Patrice Lumumba, Prime Minister of the Republic of the Congo.

I would ask you to arrange for this statement to be published as an

official United Nations document.

I have the ho~our to be, etc.
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STATEMEIiT
OF THE DELEGATION OF THE USSR TO THE UNITED NATIONS IN CONNEXION '>T~·.2H

THE REPORTS CONCERNING PATRICE LUMUMBA, PRIME MINISTER OF THE REPUBLIC
OF THE CONGO

In connexion with th~ widely disseminated reports of the killing of

Patrice Lumuoma, Prime Minister of tIle RepUblic of the Congo, the delegation of

the USSR to the United Nations, in a letter to the Secl'etary-Genera1 of the

United Nations of 10 February 1961, asked him to undertake the immediate

verification of these reports, bearing in mind the serious international

consequences of such an act, and the urgent presentation of information on the

SUbject to the members of the Security Council .. The pressing need for the

Sec~8tary-General of the United Netions to take special steps in connexion

ivith these reports Ivas st:L"eE'sed also in the letter sent the same day to the

8ecr~talJr-Generalof the United Nations by the representatives of Ceylon,

Ghana, Guinea, India, Indonesia, Libya, Mali, Morocco, the United Arab Republic

and Yugoslavia.

In vievT of the extremely critical nature of the situation which is now

cle-veloping in the Congo, the delegati.on of the USSR proposed today, 11 February,

\1~ urgent convening of a closed meeting of the Security Council to discuss

this situation. Unforttmately, however, as a result of the objections of a

n'xmber of members of the Security Council, it proved impossible to arrange that

discussion, although it is perfectly obvious that the inaction of the Security

C~uncil in present conditions merely plays into the hands of the Belgian and

O~ber colonialists who are endeavouring to cover the traces of the crimes

co~tted by them in the Congo.

Bewilderment has, justifiably, been felt at the fact that up to the present

time the members of the Security Council have still not received, from the

Sl::~retary-Generalof the United Nations and the United Nations Command in the

Congo} information throwing light on the circumstances of Mr. Lumumba's unlawful

detention under arrest, and giving a clear indication of his fate, although it 1vas

~recisely on them that the Security Council, in its decisions, placed the

r~s~onsibility for the maintenance of peace, law and order in the Congo,

inc}~ning the guaranteeing of the security of the members of the Government of

the P,el·l\lb}j.~ of the Congo, among them the head of that Government.
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All these facts cause serious concern to those Governments which are

striv~ng for a peaceful solution of the problem of the Congo in the interests

of the Congolese people, and the elimination of one of the dangerous sources

of international tension.

The Security Council must fulfil its duty and put an end to all the

attempts of the colonialists to maintain their domination in the Congo,

ensuring the peace, territorial integrity and independence of that young

African Republic.
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