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The meeting was c a l l e d at 10.20 a.m. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK OF THE SESSION (aaenda item 3) (continued) 

1. The CHAIRMAN announced various arrangements concerning the u t i l i z a t i o n of 
the time remaining i n the next few meetings and c l a r i f i e d some po i n t s r e l a t i n g 
to the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of item 13 (Question of a convention on the r i g h t s of the 
c h i l d ) , to which a number of delegations had r e f e r r e d at the 50th meetinq. 
F i r s t of a l l , he pointed out t h a t , for the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of that item, the 
Commission now had before i t documents E/CN.4/1989/29 and C o r r . l and 
E/CN.4/1989/48. The Bureau recommended that d e l e g a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g those of 
NGOs wishing to make comments on the d r a f t convention on the r i q h t s of the 
c h i l d , which had not already been r e f l e c t e d i n the above-mentioned documents, 
should be permitted to make short statements u n l e s s , of course, they p r e f e r r e d 
to do so i n w r i t i n q . Those statements should not exceed 10 minutes f o r 
members and 5 minutes for observers and NGOs. Deleqations of member States 
were i n v i t e d to qive explanations of vote instead of makinq statements durinq 
the debate. I f that method of procedure was acceptable to the Commission, 
item 13 would be considered i n t h a t manner at the beqinninq of the meetinq on 
the f o l l o w i n g morninq. 

2. Althouqh, t e c h n i c a l l y , the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of item 22 had been concluded at 
the orecedinq meetinq, many speakers had expressed t h e i r wish to make f u r t h e r 
statements on that item. In view of the f a c t that those speakers had been 
w a i t i n q f o r more than two weeks, the Bureau proposed that they should be 
heard, while emphasizinq that that should not c o n s t i t u t e a precedent. 

3. I t was so decided. 

QUESTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHILE (áqenda item 5) (continued) (E/CN.4/1989/7 
and 72; E/CN.4/1989/NGO/9, 20, 29, 45, 58, and 60; A/43/624 and C o r r . l ) 

QUESTION OF THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS IN ANY PART 
OF THE WORLD, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO COLONIAL AND OTHER DEPENDENT 
COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES (agenda item 12) (continued) (E/CN.4/1989/23-28, 58, 
64 and 71; E/CN.4/1989/NGO 1, 5-7, 10, 31, 47, 54, 57, 61, 62, and 66; 
A/43/624 and C o r r . l , 630, 705, 736, 742 and 743) 

4. Mr. SECKA (Gambia) s a i d that h i s Government had always been f u l l y 
committed to the defence of the cause of j u s t i c e and respect for human r i g h t s 
and fundamental freedoms throuqhout the world and i t s p o s i t i o n i n t h a t reqard 
had been reaffirmed by the Cambian M i n i s t e r of J u s t i c e i n h i s address to the 
Commission two weeks e a r l i e r . Thus, Gambia was a party to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i q h t s . I t l e n t u n q u a l i f i e d support to the 
l i b e r a t i o n s t r u q q l e s i n South A f r i c a and Namibia, i n P a l e s t i n e and the 
occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , i n Afqhanistan and Kampuchea. In a s p i r i t of 
s o l i d a r i t y with a l l those who souoht to promote s o c i a l j u s t i c e , the 
Cambian Government had been f u l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the e l a b o r a t i o n of the 
A f r i c a n Charter on Human and Peoples' R i q h t s . 

5. In s p i t e of the s i q n i f i c a n t oroqress that had been achieved i n the f i e l d 
of human r i q h t s under United Nations auspices, the r i g h t s of m i l l i o n s of 
people around the world were s t i l l being s y s t e m a t i c a l l y and f l a g r a n t l y 
v i o l a t e d through acts of t e r r o r i s m and v i o l e n c e , as described i n the reports 
before the Commission, and p a r t i c u l a r l y those on the s i t u a t i o n i n C h i l e and 
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E l Salvador. In that connection, h i s d e l e a a t i o n hoped that the concern t h a t 
had been expressed i n reaard to the human r i q h t s s i t u a t i o n i n other c o u n t r i e s , 
such as Guatemala, Paraquay and Peru, would be i n v e s t i q a t e d c l o s e l y bv the 
Governments of those c o u n t r i e s . 

6. His deleqation welcomed the t r i p a r t i t e aqreeroent that had been sianed at 
New York i n December 1988 with a view to securinq the independence of Namibia 
i n accordance with S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 435 (1978), althouqh i t 
deplored the f a c t that the South A f r i c a n réqime had not yet abandoned i t s 
p o l i c y of b r u t a l and c r u e l repression of the black peoples of southern 
A f r i c a . His dele a a t i o n had a l s o noted that r u t h l e s s r e p r e s s i v e measures were 
s t i l l beinq a p p l i e d aqainst the populations seekinq to ex e r c i s e t h e i r 
l e q i t i m a t e r i q h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n P a l e s t i n e and the occupied 
t e r r i t o r i e s . I t hoped that the p o s i t i v e stand taken by the PLO, throuqh i t s 
r e c o q n i t i o n of the existence of the State of I s r a e l , would pave the way f o r 
substantive n e q o t i a t i o n s aroonq a l l the p a r t i e s concerned and that I s r a e l would 
henceforth endeavour to respect and p r o t e c t the human r i q h t s and fundamental 
freedoms of the P a l e s t i n i a n s . With reqard to the s i t u a t i o n i n war-torn 
Afahanistan, the population of which had been c r u e l l y a f f e c t e d by a c o n f l i c t 
that had l a s t e d for many years, h i s d e l e a a t i o n hoped t h a t , f o l l o w i n q the 
withdrawal of f o r e i q n troops, the refuqees and p o l i t i c a l e x i l e s would be able 
to return to t h e i r countrv, f r e e l y and s a f e l y to p a r t i c i p a t e i n the 
establishment of a t r u l y independent n a t i o n . Moreover, the Commission should 
not d i s r e q a r d the s i t u a t i o n i n Kampuchea, where the Vietnamese occupyinq 
forces were continuinq t h e i r campaiqn of repression and preventinq the 
Kampuchean people from e x e r c i s i n q i t s i n a l i e n a b l e r i q h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
and the choice of i t s own Government. 

7. His deleqation was a l s o concerned at the t r a q i c s i t u a t i o n of the Turkish 
Muslim m i n o r i t y i n B u l q a r i a , which was beinq subjected to systematic 
v i o l a t i o n s of i t s r i q h t to freedom of r e l i q i o n , worship and conscience, and i t 
appealed to the Turkish and Bulq a r i a n Governments to work towards a l a s t i n q 
s o l u t i o n to that problem w i t h i n the framework of the p r o t o c o l s that they had 
siqned. F i n a l l y , the reported abuses of human r i q h t s and fundamental freedoms 
i n Romania were a l s o q i v i n q r i s e to concern. In h i s deleqation's o p i n i o n , the 
Romanian Government's resettlement proqrammes, no matter how w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d , 
could not serve the cause of j u s t i c e and the enforced removal of persons could 
only r e s u l t i n the d i s l o c a t i o n of f a m i l i e s and d i s r u p t c u l t u r a l and et h n i c 
a f f i n i t i e s . 

8. The Commission had a s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n reqard to the countless 
cases of t o r t u r e , murder and summary execution which occurred throuqhout the 
world. However, i t had not always found i t expedient to examine a l l 
s i t u a t i o n s i n which human r i q h t s were a l l e q e d t o have been v i o l a t e d ; the 
Cambian delegation d i d not approve of that a t t i t u d e , althouqh i t was w e l l 
aware that some members of the Commission p r e f e r r e d to remain s i l e n t f o r fear 
of underroininq c e r t a i n a l l i a n c e s or n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s . His deleqation f e l t 
that any s h i r k i n q of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y on the part of the members of the 
Commission would only encouraqe the pe r p e t r a t o r s of i n j u s t i c e and human r i q h t s 
abuses and increase the s u f f e r i n q of the v i c t i m s of those abuses. In that 
reqard, the e x i s t i n q procedures f o r dealinq with s i t u a t i o n s of human r i q h t s 
abuses, e s p e c i a l l y the use of s o e c i a l rapporteurs and s p e c i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , 
should be maintained and strenqthened, s i n c e even those Governments which had 
h i t h e r t o shown u t t e r d i s d a i n f o r the quarantees set f o r t h i n the U n i v e r s a l 
D e c l a r a t i o n were now becominq aware of the f a c t that human r i q h t s v i o l a t i o n s 
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would not be iqnored. For that reason, h i s deleqation urqed the Commission 
not to y i e l d to pressures aimed at inducinq i t t o abandon the i n v e s t i q a t i o n of 
some s i t u a t i o n s that merited i t s a t t e n t i o n . 

9. His deleqation was pleased to note that many c o u n t r i e s were co-operatinq 
e f f e c t i v e l y with the Commission i n i t s endeavours to ensure respect for human 
r i q h t s and fundamental freedoms. I t was p a r t i c u l a r l y q r a t i f y i n q that many 
co u n t r i e s had amended t h e i r l e q i s l a t i o n to provide better p r o t e c t i o n f o r human 
r i q h t s and h i s d e l e q ation hoped that those i n i t i a t i v e s would c o n t r i b u t e to the 
defence of human r i q h t s and s o c i a l j u s t i c e throuqhout the world. 

10. Mr. STEEL (United Kinqdom) s a i d t h a t , at each of i t s s e s s i o n s , the 
Commission had an i n c r e a s i n q number of questions before i t r e l a t i n q to the 
promotion of human r i q h t s . Aqenda item 12 was p a r t i c u l a r l y important. No 
c o n t i n e n t , country or reqion of the world could c l a i m to be f r e e from 
v i o l a t i o n s of human r i q h t s and the procedures that the Commission had 
e s t a b l i s h e d to i n v e s t i q a t e human r i q h t s s i t u a t i o n s , and p a r t i c u l a r l y the tasks 
that i t entrusted to s p e c i a l rapporteurs or r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s and workinq 
qroups, were extremely important. Any country which had reason to fear that 
i t s human r i q h t s s i t u a t i o n miqht leave somewhat to be d e s i r e d could only qain 
by the i n v e s t i g a t i o n s or i n q u i r i e s c a r r i e d out by a s p e c i a l rapporteur or 
workinq qroup, whose appointment should under no circumstances be reqarded as 
h o s t i l e a c t s . Moreover, any country which f e l t that i t had nothinq to hide 
had nothinq to f e a r . 

11. The Government of the United Kinqdom a l s o attached hiqh value to the work 
of the s p e c i a l rapporteurs or workinq qrouPs appointed to examine major 
problems i n accordance with the thematic approach. Althouqh they were a l l 
doinq extremely u s e f u l work, hi s d e l e q a t i o n wished to focus, i n p a r t i c u l a r , on 
the r e p o r t of the S p e c i a l Rapporteur on summary or a r b i t r a r y executions 
(E/CN.4/1989/25). In f a c t , that report was extremely d i s t u r b i n q f o r many 
reasons, i n c l u d i n q the f a c t that s e v e r a l Governments had not adequately 
f u l f i l l e d t h e i r o b l i q a t i o n to co-operate with the S p e c i a l Rapporteur, as the 
members of the Commission co u l d see from oaraqraphs 15 to 18 and from the 
t a b l e set out i n oaraqraph 304 of the report. The S p e c i a l Rapporteur's 
conclusions and recommendations contained i n oaraqraphs 312 to 316 of h i s 
report qave l i t t l e cause f o r optimism. In that connection, he r e f e r r e d to 
oaraqraphs 313, 314, 315 and 316 of the document under c o n s i d e r a t i o n , which 
seemed to confirm the usefulness of the advisory s e r v i c e s provided by the 
Centre for Human Riqhts . Furthermore, the S p e c i a l Rapporteur had 
a p p r o p r i a t e l y drawn a t t e n t i o n , i n oaraqraphs 301 and 302 of h i s r e o o r t , to the 
question of overlap i n the mandates of the s p e c i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s and, i n 
paraqraph 305, to the p o s s i b i l i t y of makinq a l a r q e r number of o n - s i t e v i s i t s 
and achieving c l o s e r co-operation w i t h other i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r q a n i z a t i o n s . His 
d e l e q a t i o n f e l t that those ideas should be explored by the S p e c i a l Rapporteur 
and the Centre for Human Riqhts . 

12. In c o n t r a s t with some views expressed i n the Commission, h i s delegation 
b e l i e v e d that c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the Commission of the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n 
a o a r t i c u l a r country, and the a c t i o n of any delegation i n drawing a t t e n t i o n to 
that s i t u a t i o n , d i d not c o n s t i t u t e i n t e r f e r e n c e i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of the 
State i n question, s i n c e such a c t i o n was taken i n f u l f i l m e n t of the 
o b l i g a t i o n s a r i s i n q under A r t i c l e s 55, 56 and 68 of the Charter. A l l the 
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repr e s e n t a t i v e s i n the Cororoission should accept t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , 
reqardless of the consquences, and States which, u n l i k e the United Kinqdoro, 
were seekinq to avoid s c r u t i n y by the Cororoission were i n no way f u r t h e r i n q 
t h e i r own cause. 

13. With reqard to the huroan r i q h t s s i t u a t i o n i n the Islamic Republic of 
Ir a n , the report of the S p e c i a l Representative (E/CN.4/1989/26) was extremely 
d i s t u r b i n q , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n view of the f a c t that the Ir a n i a n Governroent had 
refused perroission to allow the S p e c i a l Representative to v i s i t that country 
i n order to discharqe h i s mandate. However, i n chapter IV, s e c t i o n C, of h i s 
repo r t , he had described a l l the p r i n c i p a l f eatures of the present s t a t e of 
a f f a i r s i n Iran. In p a r t i c u l a r , he had r e f e r r e d to the wave of executions 
which had taken Dlace between J u l y and December 1988, as w e l l as the s i t u a t i o n 
of p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s and of the Baha'i cororounity. Althouqh rouch of the 
inforroation provided by the S p e c i a l Representative was disroissed by the 
Ir a n i a n Governroent, the d e l e a a t i o n of the United Kinqdoro was convinced of the 
c r e d i b i l i t y of the inforroation. In that connection, h i s d e l e q a t i o n endorsed 
the proposals made by the S p e c i a l Raoresentative i n paraqraph 77 of h i s report 
and concurred with the opinion that he had expressed i n paraqraph 78 to the 
e f f e c t that the s i t u a t i o n p r e v a i l i n q i n the country j u s t i f i e d the fears that 
had been voiced bv the i n t e r n a t i o n a l cororounity and warranted constant 
roonitorinq by the United Nations. 

14. As i n the past, h i s d e l e q a t i o n would take up the question of huroan r i q h t s 
i n C h i l e under aqenda itero 12, since i t saw no reason t o deal with that 
question under a separate itero. His del e q a t i o n had read w i t h i n t e r e s t the 
report of the S p e c i a l Rapporteur (E/CN.4/1989/7), as w e l l as h i s interiro 
report to the General Asserobly (A/43/624). I t noted with s a t i s f a c t i o n that 
the C h i l e a n Governroent had aqain co-operated w i t h the S p e c i a l Rapporteur. 
However, while welcoroinq the p o s i t i v e steps that had been taken i n the past 
year to re s t o r e democracy i n C h i l e , i t r e q r e t t e d that i n s u f f i c i e n t proqress 
had been roade i n reqard to respect for huroan r i q h t s . I t cororoended the 
f o r t i t u d e and deep sense of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y shown by the vast roajority of the 
Chilean people and hoped that the recororoendations of the S p e c i a l Rapporteur 
would be irooleroented s w i f t l y and that the r e s o l u t i o n that the Cororoission would 
adopt at i t s c u r r e n t session would conderon the acts of ter r o r i s r o which were 
s t i l l iropedinq the enjoyment of huroan r i q h t s i n C h i l e . 

15. The Governroent of E l Salvador had a l s o co-operated with the S p e c i a l 
Representative and the p o l i c y which the President of E l Salvador was pursuinq 
w i t h a view to ensurinq respect for huroan r i q h t s should be welcoroed. However, 
as the S p e c i a l Representative had pointed out i n h i s report (E/CN.4/1989/23), 
i n the period under review there had been a marked increase i n acts of 
v i o l e n c e , sabotaqe and t e r r o r i s r o , which had caused roany deaths aroonq the 
c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n . As the S p e c i a l Representative had noted, that r e f l e c t e d 
not only the Governroent's l i m i t e d c o n t r o l over State aqencies, but a l s o a 
considered p o l i c y on the par t of the FMLN q u e r r i l l a s . In view of the 
d e t e r i o r a t i n a s i t u a t i o n , the Governroent of the United Kinqdoro hoped that the 
S p e c i a l Representative's mandate would be extended. I t a l s o appealed to the 
Governroent of E l Salvador t o i n t e n s i f y i t s e f f o r t s to curb huroan r i q h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s i n the country and c a l l e d upon the FMLN to renounce acts of 
terrorisro and econoroic sabotaqe. I t hoped that a l l the p a r t i e s would work 
towards a peaceful settlement of the c o n f l i c t , i n accordance with the 
p r o v i s i o n s of the Esquipulas I I Aqreeroent. 
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16. with regard to the s i t u a t i o n in Afghanistan, the Soecial Rapporteur's 
reoort (E/CN.4/1989/24) noted that numerous human rights abuses were s t i l l 
being committed in that country. The Government of the United Kingdom 
welcoirad the withdrawal of foreign trooDs as a f i r s t stso towards the 
establishment of a f u l l y representative Government capable of ensuring resoect 
for the human rights and fundamental freedoms of a l l Afghan c i t i z e n s . The 
United Kingdom hoped that the Commission would follow the example oii. the 
General Assembly and adoDt i t s resolution on the s i t u a t i o n in Afqhanistan by 
consensus. 

17. His delegation had already said everything i t had t o sav on the question 
of Cuba during the consideration of that question under agenda item 11 bis 
and, s o l e l y for that reason, would say no more at that time, although i t 
considered that i t had the right to refer t o that question again, as and when 
appropriate. His delegation had also already expressed i t s opinion on the 
s i t u a t i o n in South A f r i c a and the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s . However, i t wished to 
sDeak of the problem of the flagrant v i o l a t i o n s of human rights that were 
being committed in Romania, independently of the problem r e l a t i n g t o the case 
of Mr. Mazilu, which had been discussed under agenda item 19. Although the 
Romanian Constitution t h e o r e t i c a l l y guaranteed freedom of expression, 
association, assembly and r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f , those guarantees were made 
meaningless by the broad caveat that those freedoms might not be exercised 
against the s o c i a l i s t system or the i n t e r e s t s of the workers. Furthermore, 
severe r e s t r i c t i o n s had been imposed on contact between Romanian c i t i z e n s and 
foreigners and the p o l i c y of gradual a s s i m i l a t i o n that was being applied by 
the Romanian a u t h o r i t i e s constituted a denial of the c u l t u r a l rights of 
m i n o r i t i e s . The manner in which populations had been f o r c i b l y r e s e t t l e d had 
also understandably evoked dismay both in and outside the country. 

18. Consequently, his delegation urged the Romanian Government to observe i t s 
commitments to respect human rights under the agreements that i t had signed. 
In i t s view, the wording of the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n before the Commission was 
moderate enough to a t t r a c t wide support among the members of the Commission. 

19. The s i t u a t i o n in Burma continued to cause concern since, although the 
acts of violence had not been as dramatic as those in the previous year, the 
repression was s t i l l taking a heavy t o l l , p a r t i c u l a r l y among students. 
According to reports received, people were s t i l l being forced to act as 
porters during counter-insurgency operations. Burma's in t e r n a l c r i s i s could 
be solved only i f the desire of the Burmese people for freedom and a 
multi-party democracy were s a t i s f i e d . Accordingly, he urged the Burmese 
au t h o r i t i e s to respect their o bligations and to hold free and f a i r e l e c t i o n s 
as soon as p o s s i b l e . 

20. With regard to Iraq, h i s delegation was extremely concerned at the 
a l l e g a t i o n s that had been made, e s p e c i a l l y in connection with the conditions 
of detention of women, ch i l d r e n and p o l i t i c a l opponents. The communications 
that had been received also indicated that the Kurds in that country were 
being persecuted and had been the victims of b r u t a l m i l i t a r y operations in 
which chemical weapons had been used. The United Kingdom had supported the 
adoption of Security Council resolutions 612 (1988) and 620 (1988), which 
condemned the use of chemical weapons in the c o n f l i c t between Iraq and Iran, 
and his delegation deplored Iraq's r e f u s a l to permit a s p e c i a l United Nations 
team to investigate the a l l e g a t i o n s that had been made. His delegation urged 
the Iraqi Government to resoect the p r i n c i p l e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law and the 
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aareements banninq the use of chemical weaoons, i n c l u d i n q the 1925 Geneva 
P r o t o c o l , i n keeoinq with the pledqe that i t had qiven at the P a r i s Conference 
on chemical weaoons, and t o permit bodies concerned with human r i q h t s to 
i n v e s t i q a t e that matter. 

21. Reports had a l s o been received from various sources concerninq a r b i t r a r y 
a r r e s t s , incommunicado de t e n t i o n , t o r t u r e and i l l - t r e a t m e n t of persons 
detained i n S y r i a and i n the part of Lebanon that was under the c o n t r o l of the 
Syrian a u t h o r i t i e s . Those v i o l a t i o n s of human r i q h t s should obviously be 
viewed i n the l i q h t of the f a c t that a s t a t e of eroerqency had been i n force i n 
S y r i a since 1963. His de l e q a t i o n urqed the Sy r i a n Government to r e c t i f y the 
current s i t u a t i o n . 

22. The United Kinadom Government was a l s o extremely concerned about the 
s i t u a t i o n i n E t h i o p i a , where numerous a t r o c i t i e s had been committed durinq the 
c i v i l wars and where roany p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s were s t i l l beinq held without 
t r i a l . The a l l e a a t i o n s that the E t h i o p i a n forces were usinq napalm borobs 
aqainst the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n i n Tiqre and E r i t r e a were p a r t i c u l a r l y 
d i s t u r b i n q . His d e l e q a t i o n urqed the E t h i o p i a n Governroent to take the 
roeasures needed to redress that s i t u a t i o n . 

23. The s i t u a t i o n i n Soroalia was a l s o causinq concern. The United Kinqdoro 
Governroent had urqed the Soroali Government to ensure that huroan r i q h t s were 
respected and welcoroed cororoitroent by President Barré to release a l l p o l i t i c a l 
p r i s o n e r s and to seek a p o l i t i c a l settleroent of the probleros that had a r i s e n 
i n the north. With reqard to V i e t Naro, while welcoroinq the aronesty proclairoed 
i n 1988 under which various c a t e q o r i e s of p r i s o n e r s had been re l e a s e d , h i s 
deleqation deplored the continued existence of the s o - c a l l e d re-education 
camos and of p r a c t i c e s such as a r b i t r a r y detention and u n f a i r t r i a l s . He 
therefore urqed the Governroent of V i e t Naro to honour i t s cororoitroents as a 
party to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Riqhts and, i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , to allow i t s c i t i z e n s t o be tr e a t e d accordinq to the due process 
of law. 

24. There had been some encouraqina developments on the huroan r i q h t s f r o n t i n 
the Soviet Union and i n some of i t s a l l i e d c o u n t r i e s , notably Hunqary, which 
became the f i r s t East European country to r a t i f y the Optional P r o t o c o l to the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i q h t s , and Poland, where the 
Priroe M i n i s t e r had r e c e n t l y attended a play w r i t t e n by Mr. Havel, the 
d i s s i d e n t Czechoslovak pla y w r i q h t . I t was r e q r e t t a b l e that Czechoslovakia, i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , d i d not f o l l o w t h e i r lead i n iroprovinq the extent to which i t s 
c i t i z e n s enjoyed fundaroental huroan r i q h t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the r i q h t t o freedom 
of speech. I t was iroportant that the Soviet Union should continue to pursue 
the reforros that had already been undertaken i n the r e l a t i o n between i t s 
c i t i z e n s and the a u t h o r i t i e s , s i n c e that was the main problero area for human 
r i g h t s . His del e q a t i o n welcoroed the release of p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s , as w e l l 
as the increase i n the nurober of r e f u s e n i k s who had been perroitted to 
eroiqrate, the qrowing iroproveroent i n the enjoyroent of the r i q h t t o freedom of 
expression, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the B a l t i c Republics, and the p o s i t i v e trend i n 
the o f f i c i a l a t t i t u d e towards psyc h i a t r y and r e l i q i o n . Nevertheless, there 
were s t i l l p r i s o n e r s of conscience i n the Soviet Union and, above a l l , the 
s t r u c t u r e s of repression reroained i n t a c t . I t reroained to be seen whether the 
proqress on i n d i v i d u a l cases would be matched by new l e g i s l a t i o n i n a l l areas 
of huroan r i q h t s and whether new l e q i s l a t i o n would a l s o be implemented 
e f f e c t i v e l y . 
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25. The United Kinadoro Government recognized the importance of the question 
of Cyprus and continued t o f o l l o w very c l o s e l y the s i t u a t i o n i n that country, 
which was both complex and d e l i c a t e . His Governroent reroained i n contact with 
a l l the p a r t i e s to the c o n f l i c t and would continue to qive the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations f u l l support i n h i s atteropts to s e t t l e 
that c o n f l i c t . 

26. Mr. TAYLHARDAT (Venezuela) s a i d that an iroproveroent i n the p o l i t i c a l 
cliroate and an iroproveroent i n the huroan r i q h t s s i t u a t i o n i n any country were 
e v i d e n t l y two c l o s e l y l i n k e d and interdependent phenomena. Respect f o r huroan 
r i q h t s went hand i n hand with the establishroent of peace at the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
and n a t i o n a l l e v e l s . I t was obvious that the iroproveroent i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
cliroate had had favourable repercussions on the e x e r c i s e of human r i q h t s and 
fundaroental freedoros i n roany c o u n t r i e s throuqhout the world and that massive 
and f l a q r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of the p r i n c i p a l r i q h t s of the huroan person were 
frequent i n the reqions i n which the p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n was unstable and 
people were s t i l l l i v i n q under t o t a l i t a r i a n réqimes. 

27. A r t i c l e 55 (c) of the Charter of the United Nations, s t i p u l a t e d that 
there should be u n i v e r s a l respect f o r , and observance of huroan r i q h t s and 
fundaroental freedoros. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l cororounity should therefore endeavour, 
throuqh the United Nations, t o ensure that huroan r i a h t s were r e a l l y enjoyed i n 
a l l c o u n t r i e s , f a i l i n q which appropriate roeasures should be taken to achieve 
that end. Since respect f or human r i q h t s was one of the main airos of the 
United Nations, the p r i n c i p l e of non- i n t e r v e n t i o n l a i d down i n A r t i c l e 2, 
paraqraph 7, of the Charter of the United Nations could not be invoked t o 
r e s t r i c t the Orqanization's a c t i o n i n that f i e l d or to prevent the a p p l i c a t i o n 
of the p r o v i s i o n s of A r t i c l e 55 of the Charter. In f a c t , i t was unthinkable 
that the d r a f t e r s of that instrument had roade the achieveroent of a u n i v e r s a l 
i d e a l subordinate to a p r i n c i p l e which, roore than any other, roiqht be open t o 
su b j e c t i v e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s . Moreover, under A r t i c l e 56 of the Charter, a l l 
States Merobers of the United Nations had pledqed theroselves to take j o i n t and 
separate a c t i o n i n co-operation with the Orqanization f o r the achieveroent of 
the Purposes set f o r t h i n A r t i c l e 55, and he reaffirroed Venezuela's i n t e n t i o n 
of coroplyinq with that undertaking. 

28. Those p r o v i s i o n s of the Charter enabled the Cororoission to conduct a 
p e r i o d i c examination of s i t u a t i o n s a f f e c t i n q huroan r i g h t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
s i t u a t i o n s which appeared to r e v e a l a c o n s i s t e n t p a t t e r n of qross v i o l a t i o n s 
(Econoroic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s 1235 (XLII) and 1503 (XLVIII). The 
various procedures i n force roade i t p o s s i b l e to exaroine a l l e g a t i o n s of 
v i o l a t i o n s of human r i q h t s steroming froro various sources, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
non-qovernroental o r q a n i z a t i o n s , whose c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the work of the 
Cororoission should be commended provided that they reroained o b j e c t i v e and 
i m p a r t i a l . 

29. The procedures e s t a b l i s h e d by the United Nations to consider huroan r i q h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s had proved to be f a i r l y e f f e c t i v e , because they o f t e n exerted a 
deterrent e f f e c t on States and roade i t p o s s i b l e to e s t a b l i s h a c o n s t r u c t i v e 
dialoque with the country concerned, which could lead to an iroproveroent i n the 
huroan r i q h t s s i t u a t i o n i n that country. However, h i s deleqation was deeply 
concerned at the manner i n which those mechanisros were beinq i n c r e a s i n q l y 
underroined, p a r t l y as a r e s u l t of the growing use of procedural rootions 
intended to prevent the Cororoission from takinq a d e c i s i o n on c e r t a i n proposals 
and recororoendations. 
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30. Althouqh d e c i s i o n s concerninq huroan r i q h t s should p r e f e r a b l y be taken by 
consensus, the quest f o r such consensus should not prevent the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
cororounity froro discharqinq i t s tasks of ensurinq u n i v e r s a l and e f f e c t i v e 
respect for the huroan r i q h t s and freedoros of a l l . 

31. The p r i n c i p l e of u n i v e r s a l i t y precluded any d i s c r i r o i n a t i o n or 
s e l e c t i v i t y . However, the Cororoission f r e q u e n t l y acted i n a s e l e c t i v e manner, 
as could be seen froro the f a c t that the vast m a j o r i t y of the s i t u a t i o n s 
i n v o l v i n q v i o l a t i o n s of huroan r i q h t s which i t exaroined concerned the c o u n t r i e s 
of L a t i n Aroerica, althouqh rouch roore s e r i o u s v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i q h t s were 
comroitted i n other reqions which d i d not rece i v e as rouch a t t e n t i o n . I t should 
not be forqotten that the primary purpose of the i n v e s t i q a t i o n procedures 
e s t a b l i s h e d was not to conderon the pe r p e t r a t o r s of huroan r i q h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n 
a p a r t i c u l a r country, but rather to set i n motion roachinery f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
co-operation to end those v i o l a t i o n s . I t was therefore iroportant to 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n the e f f o r t s to b r i n a those procedures to a s u c c e s s f u l 
c o n c l u s i o n and to ensure that the outcoroe of the i n v e s t i g a t i o n s that had been 
undertaken were f u l l y r e f l e c t e d i n the Cororoission's d e c i s i o n s . Venezuela's 
p o s i t i o n i n reqard to the various proposals that would be submitted to the 
Cororoission i n the forro of d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n s or d e c i s i o n s would be i n 
accordance with those p r i n c i p l e s . 

32. His del e q a t i o n noted froro the report by Mr. V o l i o Jiménez (E/CN.4/1989/7) 
that the huroan r i q h t s s i t u a t i o n i n C h i l e continued to cause concern. In f a c t , 
roany cases of t o r t u r e and i l l - t r e a t r o e n t had never been c l a r i f i e d and f u r t h e r 
v i o l a t i o n s of human r i q h t s had been brouqht to the a t t e n t i o n of the 
S p e c i a l Rapporteur i n 1988. I t was to be hoped that the e l e c t i o n s due to be 
held at the end of 1989 would lead to the f u l l r e s t o r a t i o n of deroocracy i n 
C h i l e . In the roeantiroe, however, i t was e s s e n t i a l that the Ch i l e a n 
a u t h o r i t i e s should make f u r t h e r e f f o r t s t o f u l f i l t h e i r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
o b l i g a t i o n s i n regard to huroan r i q h t s , i n order to e s t a b l i s h the c o n d i t i o n s of 
freedoro and normality e s s e n t i a l f or the establishroent of a p o l i t i c a l systero 
qoverned by the p r i n c i p l e s of roulti-party r e p r e s e n t a t i v e deroocracy and respect 
for the r i q h t s of the i n d i v i d u a l . 

33. The report of the S p e c i a l Representative of the Cororoission on E l Salvador 
(E/CN.4/1989/23) a l s o showed that the favourable development of the huroan 
r i q h t s s i t u a t i o n which had been noted i n that country had not continued. In 
f a c t , the S p e c i a l Representative had drawn a t t e n t i o n to a d i s t u r b i n q increase 
i n the nurober o f summary executions imputable to the armed f o r c e s , as w e l l as 
v i o l a t i o n s o f huroan r i q h t s cororoitted by the i r r e q u l a r f o r c e s . The Venezuelan 
de l e q a t i o n f u l l y endorsed the S p e c i a l Representative's appeal to the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l a u t h o r i t i e s i n E l Salvador and to the FMLN to reach a peaceful 
neqotiated s o l u t i o n to the c o n f l i c t . I t hoped that the trend towards a 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n which appeared to be eroerqinq aroonq the pro t a q o n i s t s i n the 
Salvadorian c r i s i s would culroinate i n a settleroent leadinq to the r e s t o r a t i o n 
of peace i n a country, t o r n apart by a f r a t r i c i d a l war that had l a s t e d for so 
roany years. 

34. Mr. VASSILENKO (Ukrainian Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republic) s a i d that the hiqhly 
complex question of of human r i q h t s v i o l a t i o n s , wherever they occurred, c a l l e d 
for the cont i n u i n q a t t e n t i o n of a l l members of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l cororounity. 
The e l i r o i n a t i o n of reported v i o l a t i o n s had been f a c i l i t a t e d by the neqotiated 
settleroent of soroe r e g i o n a l c o n f l i c t s and the lowering of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
t e n s i o n . His del e q a t i o n welcoroed the proqress r e c e n t l y achieved i n that f i e l d 
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on the Afqhan problem as w e l l as on the questions of Namibia, Cyprus, 
Kampuchea and Western Sahara, as a r e s u l t of the e f f o r t s made by States and 
the f r e s h impetus given to the r o l e of the United Nations. However, 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation needed t o be developed f u r t h e r i n order to combat 
v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms more e f f e c t i v e l y . His 
deleqation b e l i e v e d that one of the d i r e c t i o n s that such co-operation might 
take would be the adoption of preventive measures. 

35. No State could c l a i m to quarantee a l l human r i g h t s to a l l the s o c i a l 
qroups that made up i t s population. The prevention of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s 
was therefore a world-wide problem and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community should 
formulate quarantees with that i n mind. Such quarantees should i n c l u d e , i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , a c l e a r d e f i n i t i o n of the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the leaders, o f f i c i a l s 
and c i t i z e n s of States. In other words, c l e a r l y defined norms should be 
a p p l i e d , w i t h i n each S t a t e , by i t s a u t h o r i t i e s and the i n d i v i d u a l s under t h e i r 
j u r i s d i c t i o n . 

36. In s i t u a t i o n s where there was a c o n s i s t e n t p a t t e r n of qross v i o l a t i o n s of 
human r i q h t s , which u s u a l l y occurred i n the wake of c o l o n i a l domination or 
aqqression and r e q i o n a l c o n f l i c t s , the State was q e n e r a l l y found to be the 
main c u l p r i t . I t was there f o r e necessary to p r o t e c t human r i g h t s at two 
l e v e l s ; f i r s t l y , at the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l , by applying the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
norms i n f o r c e ; secondly, at the n a t i o n a l l e v e l , by adoptinq standards which 
s p e c i f i e d the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of the State and of the i n d i v i d u a l s under i t s 
j u r i s d i c t i o n . 

37. In f a c t , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Law Commission had embarked on an ex e r c i s e 
r e l a t i n q to those n a t i o n a l norms i n the context of the d r a f t i n q of a 
convention on State r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ( a r t . 19 of which placed massive v i o l a t i o n s 
of human r i g h t s i n the cateqory of i n t e r n a t i o n a l c r i m e s ) , as w e l l as a code on 
crimes aqainst peace and the s e c u r i t y of mankind. The Commission on Human 
Riqhts should request the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Law Commission to do everythinq i n i t s 
power to speed up that work. 

38. Under many e x i s t i n q i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments. States p a r t i e s had an 
o b l i q a t i o n to ensure that t h e i r n a t i o n a l l e q i s l a t i o n incorporated p r o v i s i o n s 
d e f i n i n q t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , as w e l l as those of t h e i r n a t i o n a l s ; such an 
o b l i q a t i o n had been assumed by the States p a r t i e s to the Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid and the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Convention on the E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Forms of R a c i a l 
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n . In accordance with those instruments. States had t o ensure 
that t h e i r l e q i s l a t i o n contained p r o v i s i o n s under which the p e r p e t r a t o r s of 
those offences could be punished. In a State subject to the r u l e of law, the 
existence of an appropriate set of p r o v i s i o n s of that type should make i t 
p o s s i b l e to prevent v i o l a t i o n s of human r i q h t s . 

39. Mr. MARTIUS (Federal Republic of Germany) s a i d that the U n i v e r s a l 
D e c l a r a t i o n of Human R i q h t s , the f o r t i e t h anniversary of which had been 
cele b r a t e d r e c e n t l y , s t i p u l a t e d that a l l c o u n t r i e s had a common r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
for the q l o b a l r e a l i z a t i o n and p r o t e c t i o n of human r i g h t s . However, i n s p i t e 
of the progress that had been made towards the achievement of those 
o b j e c t i v e s , the number and seriousness of the v i o l a t i o n s with which the 
Commission again had to deal durinq the present year was such as to requi r e a 
concerted e f f o r t as the only way t o put an end to those v i o l a t i o n s . In 
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furtherance of that endeavour, the competence of the Commission should be 
recognized by a l l the States Merobers of the United Nations, i n accordance with 
A r t i c l e s 55 and 56 of the Charter. In p a r t i c u l a r , no State should refuse to 
c o l l a b o r a t e with the s p e c i a l rapporteurs. 

40. Turninq to the human r i q h t s s i t u a t i o n i n various c o u n t r i e s , he deolored 
the f a c t that South A f r i c a was s i n k i n g ever deeper i n t o c r i s i s and d i s c o r d . 
The leaders i n P r e t o r i a roust at l a s t f i n d the courage to eli r o i n a t e apartheid 
and r a c i a l d i s c r i r o i n a t i o n r a p i d l y and coropletely. As a p r e - c o n d i t i o n f o r the 
establishroent of a n a t i o n a l dialoque, the South A f r i c a n Governroent must 
a b o l i s h the eroerqency l e q i s l a t i o n , order the u n c o n d i t i o n a l release of the 
p o l i t i c a l detainees and l i f t the ban on a n t i - a p a r t h e i d o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

41. Resoect for huroan r i g h t s was s t i l l not guaranteed i n roany c o u n t r i e s i n 
the A f r i c a n c o n t i n e n t . P o l i t i c a l opponents were detained f or long periods 
without t r i a l and there had been unexplained deaths among those p o l i t i c a l 
detainees. F o r t u n a t e l y , the A f r i c a n Charter on Huroan and Peoples' Riqhts had 
fo s t e r e d an awareness of huroan r i g h t s i n that continent and s e v e r a l c o u n t r i e s 
had e s t a b l i s h e d roinistries or other bodies w i t h s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for 
huroan r i g h t s . 

42. In C h i l e , the p l e b i s c i t e of 5 October 1988 had c l e a r l y expressed the 
Chi l e a n people's d e s i r e to return t o deroocracy. The f a c t that the Chile a n 
Governroent had respected the r e s u l t of that p l e b i s c i t e was cororoendable and i t 
was hoped that the Governroent would continue to honour i t s cororoitroent to hold 
free e l e c t i o n s i n Decerober 1989. He noted with s a t i s f a c t i o n that the Chile a n 
Governroent had decided to begin an i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o the Gerroan settleroent 
known as "Colonia Dignidad", l o c a t e d i n C h i l e , aqainst which grave accusations 
had been roade. 

43. The j o i n t d e c l a r a t i o n roade by the Presidents of f i v e C e n t r a l American 
States on 14 February 1989 had increased the hopes generated by the Esquipulas 
agreements concluded i n August 1987. In p a r t i c u l a r , that d e c l a r a t i o n 
contained a timetable f o r democratization and n a t i o n a l r e c o n c i l i a t i o n i n 
Nicaragua. Moreover, the f i f t h San José meeting, held the previous week at 
San Pedro S u l a , had provided an opportunity t o study the extent to which the 
European Cororounity could c o n t r i b u t e to the re-establishroent of peace, 
deroocracy and respect f or huroan r i g h t s throughout that region. However, he 
reg r e t t e d that no guarantees had yet been provided f o r the doroestic o p p o s i t i o n 
i n Nicaragua. In E l Salvador, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , there had been i n c r e a s i n g 
v i o l e n c e , althouqh the Governroent was endeavourinq to c a r r y out s o c i a l reforms 
and a l l the p a r t i e s had roade s e r i o u s e f f o r t s to put an end to the c i v i l war. 

44. The Federal Republic of Germany remained concerned at the huroan r i g h t s 
s i t u a t i o n i n Cuba, to which h i s del e g a t i o n had r e f e r r e d e x t e n s i v e l y under 
another aqenda itero. 

45. In Afghanistan, peace had not returned a f t e r nine years of war, the 
consequences of which f o r the Afghan people had been described i n the reports 
of the S p e c i a l Rapporteur. I t was to be.hoped t h a t , f o l l o w i n g the Geneva 
agreements concluded on 14 A p r i l 1988, as w e l l as the withdrawal of Soviet 
f o r c e s which was coropleted on 15 February 1989, the huroan r i q h t s s i t u a t i o n 
would begin to iroprove. The Federal Republic of Germany appealed t o a l l the 
p a r t i e s to the c o n f l i c t i n Afghanistan to seek the peace needed for the 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of that devastated country. 
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46. In I r a n , the numerous p o l i t i c a l l y motivated executions that had r e c e n t l y 
taken place were extremely d i s t u r b i n q . The incitement to murder the w r i t e r 
Salman Rushdie and the p u b l i s h e r s of h i s book c o n s t i t u t e d a f l a q r a n t v i o l a t i o n 
of the u n i v e r s a l r u l e s qoverninq r e l a t i o n s between S t a t e s , as set f o r t h i n the 
Charter of the United Nations. The F e d e r a l Republic of Germany urqed the 
I r a n i a n Government t o allow the S p e c i a l Rapporteur of the Commission t o enter 
Iran and to co-operate with him i n a c o n s t r u c t i v e manner. 

47. With reqard to I r a q , i f i t were confirmed t h a t chemical weapons had been 
used aqainst the Kurdish p o p u l a t i o n , the Commission should s t r o n q l y condemn 
that v i o l a t i o n . The Government of the F e d e r a l Republic of Germany was c a l l i n q 
for the complete a b o l i t i o n of those weapons throuqhout the world; i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , i t would be doinq i t s utmost to ensure that Libya would not be i n 
a p o s i t i o n to manufacture them. 

48. L i k e i t s European p a r t n e r s , the Government of the Federal Republic of 
Germany had repeatedly declared that the measures taken by I s r a e l i n the 
occupied t e r r i t o r i e s v i o l a t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l law and human r i q h t s . In a 
d e c l a r a t i o n made on 8 February 1988, the M i n i s t e r s f o r Foreiqn A f f a i r s of the 
12 member c o u n t r i e s of the European Community had a f f i r m e d that the s t a t u s quo 
i n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s could not be maintained. The Government of the 
Federal Republic of Germany therefore c a l l e d upon I s r a e l to honour i t s 
o b l i g a t i o n s under i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, and p a r t i c u l a r l y the Fourth Geneva 
Convention of 1949. His Government a l s o appealed to a l l the p a r t i e s to seek a 
neqotiated settlement throuqh the mutual r e c o q n i t i o n of t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 
l e q i t i m a t e i n t e r e s t s . 

49. With reqard to Burma, the Federal Republic of Germany deplored the use of 
force by the army and s e c u r i t y forces t o put down peaceful demonstrations i n 
the s p r i n q and summer of 1988. Human r i q h t s were s t i l l beinq v i o l a t e d i n that 
country. The democratic e l e c t i o n s that had been promised by the m i l i t a r y 
r u l e r s should be held as soon as p o s s i b l e . 

50. In Cambodia, a comprehensive p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n was needed even more 
urqe n t l y , to put an end to the s e r i o u s v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s to which 
more than 300,000 Cambodians s t i l l l i v i n q i n refugee camps had f a l l e n v i c t i m . 
The withdrawal of Vietnamese forces should be accompanied by e f f e c t i v e 
measures t o prevent the return t o power of the Khmer Rouge. However, he 
welcomed the d i s s o l u t i o n of the "re-education" camps i n V i e t Nam and expressed 
the hope that the reforms that had been introduced i n that country would 
improve the p r o t e c t i o n of human r i g h t s and h a l t the r e p r e s s i o n of p o l i t i c a l 
and r e l i q i o u s a c t i v i t i e s . 

51. The s i t u a t i o n had improved i n the S o v i e t Union i n 1988. In p a r t i c u l a r , 
the Federal Republic of Germany welcomed the f a c t that an increased number of 
a p p l i c a t i o n s submitted by Soviet c i t i z e n s of German o r i g i n f o r t r a v e l abroad 
or for f a m i l y r e u n i f i c a t i o n had been approved. I t was t o be hoped that the 
Soviet leaders would now implement a l l the l e g a l reforms that they had 
announced. 

52. The s i t u a t i o n of n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t i e s i n many c o u n t r i e s of Eastern and 
South-Eastern Europe was f a r from s a t i s f a c t o r y . Moreover, i n Romania, the 
" s y s t e m a t i z a t i o n " programme was threatening to destroy an important c u l t u r a l 
h eritage and i n f r i n g e the fundamental r i q h t s of many c i t i z e n s . In view of the 
Romanian Government's r e f u s a l to qrant an e x i t v i s a to Mr. Dumitru M a z i l u , the 
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Commission had a u i t e r i q h t l y submitted to the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l a 
request f or an advisory o o i n i o n from the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Court of J u s t i c e on 
that matter. In A l b a n i a , the C o n s t i t u t i o n of 28 December 1976 contained no 
commitment i n reqard to human r i q h t s and, i n f a c t , p r o h i b i t e d r e l i q i o u s 
p r a c t i c e s . Since that country was becominq more amenable to dialoque, i t 
should be urqed to respect human r i q h t s f u l l y . In Czechoslovakia, the 
sentences that had been passed on the w r i t e r Vaclav Havel and eiqh t other 
c i v i l r i q h t s caropaiqners were incompatible with the s p i r i t of the CSCE and the 
Concludinq Document adopted at Vienna, to the p r i n c i p l e s of which that country 
had aqreed to be bound. 

53. The Federal Republic of Germany f e l t a sense of s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n 
reqard to the r i q h t s and freedoms of Germans i n C e n t r a l , Eastern and 
South-Eastern Europe. In p a r t i c u l a r , i t deplored the f a c t t h a t , althouqh some 
improvements had been observed i n the German Democratic Republic, the 
s i t u a t i o n i n reqard to t r a v e l abroad and the qra n t i n q of e x i t v i s a s was s t i l l 
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . Western j o u r n a l i s t s were s t i l l subjected to censorship and 
the import of some f o r e i q n newspapers was p r o h i b i t e d . The Government of the 
Federal Republic of Germany f e l t that a l l Germans should be able to t r a v e l 
f r e e l y and that f r o n t i e r b a r r i e r s and the use of weapons to prevent such 
t r a v e l were unacceptable. 

54. The adoption, a few weeks e a r l i e r , of the Vienna Concludinq Document by 
the 35 p a r t i c i p a t i n q c o u n t r i e s was an event of h i s t o r i c importance, since t h a t 
document made for qreater freedom and respect f o r human r i q h t s and, 
consequently, peace and s e c u r i t y . I t a l s o made p r o v i s i o n for l e q a l redress 
aqainst v i o l a t i o n s of human r i q h t s and c a l l e d f o r qreater freedom of r e l i q i o n 
and p r o t e c t i o n of m i n o r i t i e s . The p r o v i s i o n s of the t h i r d "basket" qave fr e s h 
hope to the i n d i v i d u a l . The Conference on the Human Dimension, the f i r s t 
meetinq of which was to be held at P a r i s i n June, was a l s o a source of hope. 

55. Mr. ROA KOURI (Cuba) s a i d that the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of aqenda item 12 
enabled the Commission to discharqe one of i t s fundamental r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , 
namely, the c o n s i d e r a t i o n and r e c t i f i c a t i o n of s i t u a t i o n s , i n any part of the 
world, i n which the r i q h t s and freedoms of l a r q e population qroups were beinq 
v i o l a t e d and were not adequately protected by n a t i o n a l laws. Obviously, that 
did not imply that the Commission should d i s r e g a r d l e s s massive v i o l a t i o n s of 
human r i q h t s . The Cuban r e v o l u t i o n was based on a philosophy of freedom which 
drew i t s i n s p i r a t i o n from the example set by José M a r t i who, nearly a century 
aqo, had urqed Cubans to react i n the face of the abuses to which any human 
beinq, anywhere i n the world, miqht be subjected. However, the Commission 
should concern i t s e l f p r i m a r i l y with massive v i o l a t i o n s of human r i q h t s , i n 
accordance with the d i r e c t i v e s that i t had been qiven i n General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 32/130. The quest f or remedies f o r that type of v i o l a t i o n involved 
the promotion as w e l l as the p r o t e c t i o n of fundamental r i q h t s and freedoms, i n 
accordance with the precepts of the Charter, and p a r t i c u l a r l y A r t i c l e s 1, 55 
and 56 thereof, which emphasized the need t o promote i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
co-operation i n the s o l u t i o n of human r i q h t s problems. Any attempt to make 
the Commission a supranational t r i b u n a l would c e r t a i n l y not be conducive to a 
s o l u t i o n of those problems. Likewise, i t would be a mistake to think t h a t , i n 
reqard to human r i q h t s , there was a s i n q l e s c a l e of values which must be 
appl i e d to a l l s o c i e t i e s , s i n c e d i f f e r e n c e s c o n s t i t u t e d the r a i s o n d'être of 
the United Nations, i n which a very larqe number of States were represented. 
In f a c t . General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 32/130 i n d i c a t e d that human r i q h t s 
questions should be examined q l o b a l l y , takinq i n t o account the o v e r a l l context 
of the various s o c i e t i e s i n which they presented themselves. 
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56. P r i o r i t y should therefore be accorded to cases or s i t u a t i o n s i n which the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had not succeeded i n o b t a i n i n g the co-operation of the 
country concerned, or i n cases i n which n a t i o n a l l e q i s l a t i o n had been found to 
be incompatible with u n i v e r s a l l y recoqnized standards. At the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
l e v e l , r i q h t s and freedoros were protected p r i m a r i l y by the procedures 
e s t a b l i s h e d under the roany i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e q a l instruments i n force and 
by the procedure e s t a b l i s h e d i n Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n 1503 (XLVIII). His d e l e q a t i o n was not convinced that the> 
p r o l i f e r a t i o n of "new" supervisory bodies, r e c e n t l y e s t a b l i s h e d under 
d e c i s i o n s of the Cororoittee, was the best way t o ensure that p r o t e c t i o n , s i n c e 
the manner i n which those new bodies functioned f r e q u e n t l y depended on 
c r i t e r i a e s t a b l i s h e d by a s i n a l e person or a sroall group of persons. 
Moreover, those new bodies had a tendency to d u p l i c a t e the work of the 
p r o t e c t i v e roachinery e x p l i c i t l y provided for i n e x i s t i n q i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
aqreeroents. I t was a l s o d i s t u r b i n g to note t h a t , i n roany cases, the 
Commission l a r q e l y disregarded the p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f f e r e d t o i t i n Economic and 
S o c i a l C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 1503 (XLVIII). At an appropriate tiroe and place, 
his d eleqation intended t o request an in-depth d i s c u s s i o n of that aspect of 
the question. 

57. His deleqation's cororoents on s p e c i f i c cases of v i o l a t i o n s of huroan r i q h t s 
would focus roainly on the s i t u a t i o n s which i t reqarded as q i v i n q r i s e to the 
q r e a t e s t concern i n the qeographical region of the world i n which Cuba was 
s i t u a t e d . In L a t i n Aroerica and the Caribbean, the e f f e c t i v e e x e r c i s e of a l l 
r i g h t s and freedoros was profoundly a f f e c t e d by the unjust nature of the 
present i n t e r n a t i o n a l econoroic order. In view of t h e i r e x t e r n a l debt, roost of 
the c o u n t r i e s of the region were unable to ensure the enjoyroent of the 
econoroic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i a h t s set f o r t h i n the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of 
Huroan Riahts and t h e i r atteropts, a f t e r years of roilitary d i c t a t o r s h i p , to 
strenathen or e s t a b l i s h new and roore progressive p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e s were 
frequ e n t l y impeded by the interdependence between c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s 
and econoroic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . I t seeroed u n r e a l i s t i c , not to say 
i r r e s p o n s i b l e , t o roaintain, as soroe delegations had done a few days e a r l i e r , 
that the Cororoission was not coropetent to concern i t s e l f with the o b s t a c l e s 
iropeding the e x e r c i s e of huroan r i q h t s . 

58. The s i t u a t i o n reroained c r i t i c a l i n C e n t r a l Aroerica, i n s p i t e of the 
Esquipulas I I aqreeroents. Notwithstandinq the reverses experienced by the 
"contras" i n Nicaraqua who, f o r years, had v i o l a t e d the r i a h t to l i f e of 
thousands of Nicaraquans by v i r t u e of the f i n a n c i a l support that they rec e i v e d 
froro the United States, roassive and f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of huroan r i g h t s by the 
"death squads" i n E l Salvador had i n t e n s i f i e d . The Commission should 
therefore continue to apply the s p e c i a l procedure to that country, i n which 
the e f f e c t i v e e x e r c i s e of a l l r i g h t s and freedoros depended on the c o n c l u s i o n 
of a p o l i t i c a l aqreeroent between the present a u t h o r i t i e s and the 
Farabundo M a r t i N a t i o n a l L i b e r a t i o n Front, on the basis of the proposals which 
the l a t t e r had roade on 23 January and 21 February 1989 with a view to 
p a r t i c i p a t i n q i n a t r u l y deroocratic p o l i t i c a l process. In Guateroala, i n s p i t e 
of the Governroent's cororoendable i n t e n t i o n s , soroe s e c t i o n s of the armed f o r c e s , 
as w e l l as p a r a m i l i t a r y qrouPS, were co n t i n u i n q to cororoit serious v i o l a t i o n s 
of huroan r i q h t s . In 1988, roore than 1,000 cases of i n v o l u n t a r y disappearances 
and roore than 800 rourders had been reported. The report before the Commission 
on that subject s t a t e d t h a t , according to the Guatemalan armed f o r c e s , the 
Unidad R e v o l u c i o n a r i a Guateroalteca was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the roassacre at 
" E l Aquacate". However, that o r q a n i z a t i o n had c a t e a o r i c a l l y denied the 
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accusation, which i t described as an attempt t o b r i n g the r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
movement i n t o d i s r e p u t e . In Paraguay, i t was to be hoped that the recent 
departure of the t y r a n t A l f r e d o Stroessner would herald an era of respect f o r 
human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms. The s i t u a t i o n i n H a i t i , on the other 
hand, should continue to m o b i l i z e the Commission's f u l l a t t e n t i o n . 

59. However, the s i t u a t i o n a l s o l e f t much to be desired in the developed 
c o u n t r i e s of North America. The s t r u g q l e of the indiqenous peoples for the 
e f f e c t i v e e x e r c i s e of t h e i r r i g h t s was continuing i n Canada and the 
United S t a t e s . In the l a t t e r country, the r i g h t s of the Hispanic communities 
and, above a l l , of the detained advocates of Puerto Rican independence and the 
black m i n o r i t y , were s t i l l being f l o u t e d . The d e c i s i o n s of the f e d e r a l 
c o u r t s , and e s p e c i a l l y those of the Supreme Court, being s t r o n g l y i n f l u e n c e d 
by e i g h t years of Reaganism, had s e r i o u s l y undermined c e r t a i n procedural 
safeguards and had r e s t r i c t e d the p r o t e c t i o n of other freedoms, such as 
freedom of r e l i g i o n and b e l i e f , which had been won a f t e r many years of hard 
s t r u g g l e . J u v e n i l e offenders were s t i l l l i a b l e to c a p i t a l punishment, which 
was ap p l i e d i n about 20 States of the Union. The c o n d i t i o n s of detention i n 
pri s o n s were a p p a l l i n g . There was a l s o a trend towards the p r i v a t i z a t i o n of 
penal i n s t i t u t i o n s for purposes of P r o f i t rather than s o c i a l r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . 
Viewed in c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the m i l l i o n s of unemployed, homeless and 
p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n persons, that s i t u a t i o n seemed to i n d i c a t e that a very 
s u b s t a n t i a l p r o p o r t i o n of the population of the United States was subjected to 
f l a g r a n t and massive v i o l a t i o n s of i t s r i g h t s . I t was strange t h a t , d e s p i t e 
the attempts made i n the Commission by the United States to put Cuba i n the 
dock, that country's delegation had never followed the example that Cuba had 
set during the previous year by i n v i t i n g the Commission to send a mission to 
v i s i t the United States t o observe c\nà report on the s i t u a t i o n t h e r e . There 
was s t i l l time, at the present s e s s i o n , f or the a u t h o r i t i e s at Washington to 
issue such an i n v i t a t i o n . 

60. In the un i t e d Kingdom, the c o n d i t i o n s of detention which had sparked o f f 
seri o u s p r i s o n r i o t s i n 1986 continued unchanged and the repr e s s i o n was 
continuing i n U l s t e r and i n c e r t a i n c o l o n i a l possessions. That s t a t e of 
a f f a i r s merited c a r e f u l examination by the Commission. The s i t u a t i o n was a l s o 
d i s t u r b i n g i n the Federal Republic of Germany, where migrant workers, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y those of Turkish o r i g i n , were subjected t o s o c i a l and 
occupational d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . The Cuban de l e g a t i o n a l s o hoped to be able to 
c o n t r i b u t e to the p r o t e c t i o n of r i g h t s and freedoms i n those c o u n t r i e s . 

61. Mr. LI ZUOMIN (China) s a i d that he would l i k e to provide some f a c t s of a 
general nature concerning the autonomous region of T i b e t , to which reference 
had been made i n some statements, w i t h a view to b r i n g i n g about a be t t e r 
understanding of the r e a l human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n that region. 

62. The People's Republic of China was a united m u l t i n a t i o n a l State 
c o n s i s t i n g of a Han ma j o r i t y and 55 other m i n o r i t y n a t i o n a l i t i e s , the l a t t e r 
t o t a l l i n g about 70 m i l l i o n people. The 2 m i l l i o n Tibetans l i v i n g i n the 
Autonomous Region of T i b e t and i n neighbouring provinces c o n s t i t u t e d one of 
those n a t i o n a l i t i e s . Each n a t i o n a l i t y had c o n t r i b u t e d to the development of 
the motherland and Chinese c u l t u r e and the u n i t y of the Chinese n a t i o n 
guaranteed the p r o s p e r i t y of a l l . Being aware of the importance of that 
d i v e r s i t y , the Chinese Government had aff i r m e d the e q u a l i t y and s o l i d a r i t y of 
a l l the n a t i o n a l i t i e s and the autonomy of regions inhabited by mi n o r i t y 
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n a t i o n a l i t i e s . Those p r i n c i p l e s , which were l a i d down i n the General 
P r o v i s i o n s i n the C o n s t i t u t i o n of China, had been expounded i n qreater d e t a i l 
i n the Law on Reqional N a t i o n a l Autonomy which proclaimed complete e q u a l i t y of 
r i q h t s amonq the various n a t i o n a l i t i e s . In the l i g h t of the h i s t o r y , c u l t u r e , 
r e l i q i o n and environmental c o n d i t i o n s of T i b e t , the Chinese Governroent had 
adopted p a r t i c u l a r l y f l e x i b l e roeasures t o ensure the developroent of that 
region i n a manner c o n s i s t e n t with the wishes of i t s p o p u l a t i o n . 

63. The Autonoroous Region of Tibet enjoyed autonoroy and, froro the 
a d r o i n i s t r a t i v e standpoint, was reqarded as a province. P r i o r t o the 
deroocratic reforros c a r r i e d out i n 1959, a systero of feudal serfdoro had 
perroeated every sphere of s o c i a l l i f e . A l l econoroic a c t i v i t y was doroinated by 
three centres of power - the a r i s t o c r a c y , the priesthood and the l o c a l 
qovernroental a u t h o r i t i e s - which represented l e s s than 5 per cent of the 
pop u l a t i o n . The s e r f s and s l a v e s , coroprising 95 per cent of the po p u l a t i o n , 
were deprived of a l l roeans of production and belonged to t h e i r masters, for 
whoro they were required to work and to whom they were forced t o pay an annual 
p o l l - t a x . The s e r f s were t o t a l l y at the mercy of t h e i r roaster, by whoro they 
could be s o l d or qiven away, and they had no r i g h t s whatsoever. 

64. The deroocratic reforro i n 1959 had abolished serfdoro and enabled the 
slaves and s e r f s to e x e r c i s e a l l the r i q h t s guaranteed by the Chinese 
C o n s t i t u t i o n . The underdeveloped i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s had q r a d u a l l y been iroproved 
and, a f t e r the establishroent of the Autonoroous Reqion, a people's congress 
systero had been introduced, under which Tibetans could e l e c t t h e i r 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , d i r e c t l y or i n d i r e c t l y , at various l e v e l s . With the helo of 
the Governroent, the forroer owners of s l a v e s , having renounced t h e i r forroer 
p r i v i l e g e s , had been r e c o n c i l e d w i t h those whoro they had e x p l o i t e d . Soroe even 
held senior posts i n the People's Congress or the People's P o l i t i c a l 
C o n s u l t a t i v e Conference at the n a t i o n a l or r e q i o n a l l e v e l . 

65. In view of the weakness of the Tibetan econoroy, s i n c e 1952 the State had 
provided Tibet with about 25 b i l l i o n yuan i n the forro of s u b s i d i e s , investment 
and earmarked f i n a n c i a l a i d . Thanks to that a s s i s t a n c e and the e f f o r t s of the 
Tibetans theroselves, s i q n i f i c a n t progress had been achieved, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
s ince 1980, i n the econoroic sphere and a l s o i n reqard to c u l t u r e , education, 
h e a l t h , science and technoloqy. T o t a l i n d u s t r i a l and a q r i c u l t u r a l output had 
increased almost f i v e f o l d since the deroocratic reform. More than 250 small 
and roediuro-sized e n t e r p r i s e s had been e s t a b l i s h e d and roore than 
21,500 kiloroetres of roads had been b u i l t . At the present tiroe, there were 
2,470 schools and the i l l i t e r a c y rate had been reduced froro 90 per cent t o 
about 60 per cent. The Region had 95 h o s p i t a l s , 770 c l i n i c s and about 
9,000 Physicians. Medical care was provided f r e e of charae. 

66. The Chinese Governroent was c a r e f u l to respect, preserve and develop the 
t r a d i t i o n a l c u l t u r e of the Tibetan and other n a t i o n a l i t i e s . For example, 
roeasures had been taken to ororoote t r a d i t i o n a l Tibetan roedicine, which had 
becoroe an important coroponent of Chinese roedicine, i n which i t had been 
i n t e q r a t e d . The Chinese Governroent had a l s o c o l l e c t e d and published Tibetan 
c l a s s i c a l works. The sol e airo of the Chinese Governroent's p o l i c y i n Tibet was 
to proroote the p r o s p e r i t y and developroent of the region and the welfare of i t s 
pop u l a t i o n . That d i d not irooly that everything was p e r f e c t , s i n c e s e r i o u s 
roistakes had been cororoitted, such as those which occurred w i t h i n the context 
of the " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " . In s p i t e of those shortcoroings, the Chinese 
a u t h o r i t i e s were pursuing a c o n s i s t e n t p o l i c y i n a l l spheres i n T i b e t . 
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67. However, r i o t s had taken place at Lhasa at the very tiroe when, l i k e other 
D a r t s of China, Tibet was endeavourinq to irooleroent a p o l i c y of reforro, the 
easinq of r e s t r i c t i o n s and the c o n s o l i d a t i o n of deroocracy and the r u l e of 
law. Those r i o t s had been orovoked by a few s e p a r a t i s t s , who feared that 
t h e i r drearo of secession roiqht be coroproroised by econoroic and s o c i a l 
proqress. Takinq advantaqe of the easinq of r e s t r i c t i o n s , they had c a l l e d f or 
"independence for T i b e t " , endeavoured t o poison r e l a t i o n s aroonq the various 
n a t i o n a l i t i e s , f o s t e r e d ethnic antaqonisros and separatisro and c a r r i e d out acts 
of t e r r o r i s r o with a view t o underroininq the s t a b i l i t y of T i b e t . In the face 
of those r i o t s , the Chinese a u t h o r i t i e s had been forced to take appropriate 
a c t i o n . Any atteropt to separate Tibet froro China was dooroed t o f a i l u r e and 
the roeasures which the Chinese a u t h o r i t i e s had been coropelled to take d i d not 
iroply any chanqe i n t h e i r p o l i c y towards T i b e t . The Chinese a u t h o r i t i e s would 
continue to irooleroent t h e i r p o l i c y of prorootinq e q u a l i t y aroonq n a t i o n a l i t i e s , 
preservinq n a t i o n a l u n i t y , encouraqinq freedoro of r e l i q i o n and f u r t h e r i n q 
developroent i n T i b e t , while reroaininq open to c o n s t r u c t i v e c r i t i c i s r o . 

The roeetinq rose at 1 p.ro. 




