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Executive Summary

1. Introduction

According to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), "desertification"
means land degradation in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas resulting from various factors, including
climatic variations and human activities.

In the Arab Region, most of the land resources suffer from desertification at different ievels due to varied
causes, which lead to serious adverse impacts on environmental, economic and social aspects.

Despite the large efforts carried out by national institutions and regional organizations active in the
Region, yet, desertification and land degradation processes are still active in the Region causing serious
threats to human livelihoods and conservation of available and valuable natural resources. Great efforts
are still needed to comfort and mitigate factors of desertification through enhancement of achievements,
curtailing constraints, addressing pending challenges and carry out recommendations for better future
and promising way forward.

2. Present status of desertification:

Factors of desertification active in the Arab Region could be summarized in the following; processes of
wind and water evasions, loss of soil nutrients, increase of salt contents of productive lands, inefficient
use of irrigation water, over-extraction of groundwater resources, continued rates of urban
encroachment, pollution of land and water resources, over-grazing, forest cutting, deterioration of plant
cover, in addition to mis-management of land and water resources, as well as, some of the prevailing
climatic conditions.

Adverse impacts of desertification are exhibited by degradation and reduction of productivity of the
greater majority of rangelands, representing the largest land use category in the Region. Other adverse
impacts of desertification are pronounced through degradation of forest areas leading to loss of natural
plant cover and valuable sources of bio-diversity of irrigated lands representing the most productive land
use category with its diversified agricultural products with high economic returns in the Arab countries.

Among the major impacts of desertification is its interrelations with poverty in addition to enhancement
of social and economic levels of a major portion of the present population and indeed with the
sustainable development of the whole Region.

3. Efforts and Achievements:

Considerable efforts carried out through the last two decades, by the national authorities, institutions,
NGO's and regional organization led to pronounced and valuable achievements at varied levels among
which are the following:

Progress at the national levels included endorsement of major related environmental conventions,
formulation its work plans and steps taken for its implementation. Other developments included
establishment of new institutions and committees to address environmental issues and its interrelations
with development activities, formulation and endorsement of laws and legislations related to activities
for combating desertification. The Arab governments initiated several initiatives to support the efforts to
apply and benefit from the use of innovative technologies for the assessment and monitoring of
desertification as well as the impacts of applied measures and activities under the conditions of varied
land use categories. Emphases were made on enhanced awareness and adoption of participatory
approach in all relevant activities.



-

On the sub-regional and regional levels, other significant efforts were carried out in cooperation with
regional and donor agencies relevant to formation of database, conservation of water resources and plant
cover in the Region.

4. Challenges and constraints:

Despite the efforts and activities carried out in the Region, yet, factors and processes of desertification
still active in the Arab Region with adverse impacts on different levels. Several challenges and
constraints need to be addressed and alleviated including the followings:

Continuing population increase at high rates, irrational management practices of natural resources,
enhanced food security gap, progressive widening between agricultural commodities production and
consumption, continued urban encroachment on productive lands, the need to coordinate Arab efforts
and adopt appropriate synergy practices to enhance the efficiency of implementation of environmental
conventions, develop exchange of expertise and information. In addition, there are significant needs for
well planned capacity building efforts, further development of national planning to include plans for
combating desertification, updating laws and legislations with efficient implementing mechanisms.
Concerted efforts are needed to combat poverty and its social and economic impacts through combating
desertification.

5. Recommendations:
The paper is concluded by listing recommendation targeted towards addressing and mitigating of

constraints and challenges, referred to previously, on the road to sustainable development of the Arab
Region.
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