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LETTER DATED 8 DECEMBER 1983 ADDRESSED TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE
COMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT TRANSIMITTING THE TEXT OF THE STATEMENT
MADE ON 24 NOVEMBER BY Y.V. ANDROPOV, GENERAL SECRETALRY OF THE
CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE SOVIET UNION AND
CHAIRMAN OF THE PRESIDIUM OF THE SUPREME SOVIET OF THE USSR

I have the honour to enclose the text of the statement made on
24 November by Y.V. Andropov, General Secretary of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and Chairman of the Presidium of the
Supreme Soviet of the USSR,

I should be grateful if you would arrsnge to have the statement
circulated as an official document of the Committee on Disarmament.

(Signed) V. ISSRAELYAN
Representative of the USSR in
the Committee on Disarmament
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Statement of Y.,V. Andropov, General Secretary of the Centrsl
Committee of the Communist Perty of the Soviet Urion and
Cheirmen of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR

The leadership of the Soviet Union has zlready brought 1ts evelustions of the
militaristic policy of the present United Stetes Administration to the notice of the
Soviet people and of other peoples end has verned the Governmenis of the
United States and of the Western countries siding with 1t sbout the dsngerous
conseguences of such a policy,

But Wsshington, Bonn, London and Rome have not heeded the voice of resson.
The deployment of United States med:rum-renge missiles 1s beginning on the territory
of the Federsl Republic of Germsny, the United Kingdom and Italy. The sppearance
of United States Pershing aznd cruise missiles cn the Buropesn continent is thus
becoming zn accomplished fact.

Burope has been livirg in peoce for almost 40 yeers, longer than ever before
in modern history. This has been possible becsuse of the consistently peace-
loving policy of the countries of the socizlist community, the efforts of the
continent's peace-loving forces and also the realistic position of sober-minded
politicians in the West. The epproximete balence of militery forces, including
nuclear forces, that hes emerged i1n Durope between the Stztes of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization and of the Warsesw Tresty, has cbjectively served the causc of
European security and stsbility.

Now, the United States and NATO es a whole are tsking a step 2imed 3t tipping
the sceles in their favour, Tne nuclecr missiles thst are being deployed neer the
borders of the Soviet Union ond 1ts 2llies are not intended for the defence of
western Burope at all. No one 1s threstening 1t. What will grow with ihe
deployment of United Stetes missiles on Europesn soil is not the security of
Europe, but the real danger that the United States will bring down cet-strophe
upon the peoples of Europe.

During the two World Wars, the territory of the United States of Amsrica was
spared the flames of destruction. Now, too, those in Washington would like to
think thet by deploying their medium—-rsnge missiles in Europe and thereby creating
an additionel nuclear threat to the socislist countries, they will succeed in
diverting the retsliatory strike from their abode. Ls for the security of the
west Europesan allies of the United States, that would seem to interest the
United Stetes leaders only to the extent to vhich the west Buropeans would be
able, by their lives, by their cities, to lessen the retribution sgainst the
United States, should Washington give in to ithe temptation to unleash s nucle.r
war in the 1llusory rope of vinning it.

The deployment of United Stetes nucleer missiles in western Burope 1s by no
mesns 2 step prompted by a reaction to some sllegedly existing concern 1r the
West asbout the present slignment of forces of the sides in Europe. It hss
repeztedly been demonstrotea on the basis of concrete figures - and this is
accepted by meny political leaders end experts in the West - that st present a
rough perity still exists in Zurope bet.cen NATC end the Warsaw Treaty as regards
medium~range nuclesr weapons, vhile NMTO lies o considerable edge in terms of
nuclear warheads. Thus, 1f anybody hes ceuse forconcern, 1t i1s the Wsrsasw Pact
countries, which sre being threstened by the militsry machines of the NATO States.

Nor can the Soviet Union ond the other countries of the socialist community,
in evalusting a1l this, turn 2 blind eye to the fact that Washington has declared
2 "crusade" ageinst socislism ss & socisl system snd that those vho hesve nou
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1ssued the orders for the deployment of new nuclear arms on our doorstep are

basing their practicel policy on this foolherdy premise. It appeers that, by
deploying the Pershing « snd cruise missiles in Burope, the Governments of a

number of NATO countries would like to create 2z concrete nuclear-missile foundation
for this adventuristic premise,

Can the Soviet Union and the other sociaslist countries ignore this danger?
No, they cannot. That 1s why the highest Perty snd State lesders of seven
socislist countries declared at their meeting in Moscow on 28 June 1983 that under
no circumstences would they permit military superiority of the NATO bloc over the
countries of the Warsaw Treaty.

In confirming their consent to the deployment of United States missiles 1in
their countries, the Governments of the Federal Republic of Germeny, the
United Kingdom end Itoly could not but bhasve known thet from the outset the
United States di1d not vent to reach 2 mutually-scceptable accord on nuclear arms
in Burope and did everything 2t the talks i1n Genevs 2nd elsewhere to prevent such
an accord. Likewise, they could not but have known thet the Soviet Union and 1ts
allies would necessarily tske the required messures to safeguzrd their security
and would not ellow the United States and NATO 2s s whole to disrupt the existing
rough balsnce of forces xzn Europe.

It wes also clearly stated by us that the appesrance of new United States
missiles i1n western Europe would meke impossible a continuation of the talks that
were being conducted in Geneva on nuclesr wespons in Europe.

The decisions taken during the post few days by the Governments of the
Federal Republic of Germany, the United Kingdom and Itely show unequavocelly
that despite the will of their owm peoples, despite the security interests of
their countries and despite the interests of European and universal peace, those
Governments have given tlie green light to the deployment of United States missiles.
By so doing, they have assumed, together with tne Government of the United States,
the entire responsibility for the consequences of a short-sighted policy of which
the Soviet Union warned in advance.

Having carefully weighed all the esspects of the situastion, the Soviet
leadership hss tsken the follcwing decisions:

1. Since the United States has by 1ts actions torpedoed the possibility of
resching a mutuslly-azcceptable accord at the telks on questions of limiting
nuclear arms i1n Europe, snd since their continuetion in such conditions would
serve only as a cover for the sctions of the United States and 2 number of other
NATO countries z2imed at undermining Furopesn and international security, the
Soviet Union considers 1ts further psrticipetion in those telks impossible.

2e The uniletersl obligetions zssumed by the Soviet Union waith the object of
creating more favoursble conditions for the success of the talks zre cancelled,
That in turn cancels the moratorium on the deployment of Soviet medium-range
nucledr weapons in the Duropean part of the USSR,

3. By agreement witih the Governments of the Germen Democratic Republic and the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, the preparstions begun some time asgo, &s was
ennounced, for the deployment of extended-rznge operationsl-tscticel missiles on
the territory of those countries uwill be accelerasted.
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4. Since, by deploying 1ts weapons in Burope, the United States i1s increasing the
nuclear threat to the Soviet Union, corresponding Soviet weapons will be deployed
1n the light of that circumstence in ocesn areas and in seas, By their
characteristics, these wespons vill be commensurate with the threct which the
United Stetes missiles being deployed in Europe ere creating for us and our allies,

It goes without suying thst other measures, too, will be taken to ensure the
security of the USSR and the other countries of the socialist community.

As we begin to implement the decisions teken by us, we declare that the
retaliatory measures from the Soviel side will be kept strictly witnin the limits
that the actions of the ITATO countries will dictate. The Soviet Union - z2nd we
stress this once c¢gsin - 15 not striving for militsry superiority and we will do
only whet 1s absolutely necessary to prevent the military bslance from being
destroyed.

If the United States and the other NATO countries show readiness to return to
the situstion that existed before the commencement of the deployment of
United Stetes medium-range missiles in Europe, the Soviet Union vill be prepsred to
do likewise. In that event, our earlier proposals with regard to limiting and
reducing nuclear weapons in Burope would become velid esgzin. In that cese — that
13, subject to the restorztion of the former situstion - the unilateral obligations
of the USSR in this field would also become effective once more.

The Soviet Union declares most definitely and emphaticslly that 1t remsins
wedded to 2 policy of principle, that of ending the arms race, above 211 the nuclear
arms race, and of lessening and ultimately totally eliminsting the threazt of nuclear
war, It will continue to exert every effort for the sttainment of these lofty =ims.

The Soviet Union, as before, advocates the most radicel solution of the
problems of nuclear arms in Lurope. It repeats 1ts proposal to mske Burope
entirely free of nuclear weespons, whether medium~-rsnge or tactical.

The Soviet leadership calls on the leaders of the United States and the States
of wegtern Burope to weigh once again all the consequences threatening their own
peoples and the whole of humanity as a result of the implementstion of the plens
to deploy the new United States missiles in Burope.

We are alreesdy living in too fragile & world. That 1s why responsible
statesmen must evalvate whet 1s happening and sdopt a retionsl solution. Human
reason 2lone can and must save humenity from the grsve denger threatening it.

We call on those who are pushing the world along the path of the ever more
dangerous arms race to absndon their unatteinable hopes of thereby achieving
mrlitery superiority in order to dactete their will to other peoples and States.

The Soviet Union 1s convinced thet pesce can be strengthened and the securaty
of peoples guaranteed, not by constently stockpiling snd invemting new types of
weapons, but rather by reducing existing armements to immeassurably lower levels,
Mankind has too many problems which are not being solved merely because colossal
materisl, intellectusl and other resources are being diverted. And in thas
respect, too, reaching sgreements on & radicel reduction of nuclesr snd other
weapons would be a boon for 21l peoples.

The Soviet leadership declc.res thet, in fulfilment of the will of the Soviet
people, 1t will, in future elso, do everything to avert the denger of war end to
preserve peace for the present and succeeding generstions.



