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World 5   55 368 8.8 66 64 68 54 80 905 812 735 32 59 9 0.8  2 100 400

More developed regions 6   12 330 10.2 76 72 79 8 9 988 863 853 6 86 8 0.6 55 11

Less developed regions 7,8   43 038 8.4 64 62 66 59 88 896 797 714 40 51 9 1.1  2 540 450

Least developed countries 9   9 636 13.3 53 52 54 95 153 815 658 537 67 26 8 2.9  1 044 870

Other less developed countries 7,10   33 401 7.6 67 65 68 49 69 919 816 750 32 58 10 0.8  1 496 310

Sub-Saharan Africa 11   11 340 15.7 49 48 50 100 167 795 578 460 72 21 7 5.9  2 034 900

Africa   12 164 14.0 52 50 53 93 154 812 630 512 68 25 7 5.2  2 036 820

Eastern Africa 12   4 234 15.4 48 47 49 89 148 815 531 433 75 19 6 7.1  1 005 750

Burundi 121 16.7 47 46 49 106 183 772 577 446 71 17 12 3.3 13  1 100
Comoros 13 6 7.4 63 61 65 58 77 909 774 703 55 35 9 <0.1 <0.1 400
Djibouti 9 12.0 53 52 55 95 141 836 649 543 61 33 7 3.1 1 650
Eritrea 44 10.6 55 52 58 63 89 894 588 526 70 22 7 2.4 6 450
Ethiopia 14   1 071 14.4 51 49 52 95 161 799 631 504 71 23 6 .. .. 720
Kenya 443 13.2 51 50 52 70 113 860 526 453 72 22 6 6.1 140 560
Madagascar 191 11.0 57 56 59 75 123 846 728 616 65 27 8 0.5 3 510
Malawi 218 17.5 45 44 46 101 154 825 428 353 79 17 4 14.1 78  1 100
Mauritius 15 8 6.8 72 69 75 15 18 979 830 813 7 86 6 0.6 <0.1 15
Mozambique 371 19.2 44 43 45 108 186 773 484 375 83 14 2 16.1 140 520
Réunion 4 5.1 76 72 80 15 17 980 904 886 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Rwanda 160 18.4 43 42 45 118 191 743 497 369 76 18 6 3.1 21  1 300
Somalia 141 18.5 46 45 47 127 213 732 619 453 66 23 10 0.9 4  1 400
Uganda 415 15.5 48 47 48 84 140 822 496 407 75 18 7 6.7 91 550
United Republic of Tanzania 528 14.6 50 49 51 78 132 835 529 442 77 17 6 6.5 140 950
Zambia 238 21.7 39 39 39 102 172 784 312 245 86 12 2 17.0 98 830
Zimbabwe 265 20.5 40 40 40 64 104 870 230 200 83 14 3 20.1 180 880

Middle Africa   1 931 18.4 46 44 47 117 202 752 569 428 72 19 9 4.5 217  1 200

Angola 332 22.1 41 39 43 141 246 697 521 364 75 17 8 3.7 30  1 400
Cameroon 252 15.0 50 49 50 90 150 815 578 471 68 26 7 5.4 46  1 000
Central African Republic 78 19.4 43 42 45 102 172 787 432 340 73 21 6 10.7 24 980
Chad 149 16.0 51 49 52 124 199 775 690 534 74 19 6 3.5 11  1 500
Congo 43 12.7 53 52 54 75 109 870 570 496 67 23 9 5.3 11 740
Dem. Republic of the Congo   1 054 19.3 45 44 46 120 211 738 569 420 73 17 11 3.2 90  1 100
Equatorial Guinea 7 16.4 49 48 51 101 172 787 612 482 66 26 8 3.2 <1 680
Gabon 14 11.7 57 56 58 62 97 883 647 571 53 39 7 7.9 5 520
Sao Tome and Principe 1 8.2 64 63 66 77 102 887 846 751 47 45 8 .. .. ..

Northern Africa   1 216 6.7 67 65 69 45 61 928 835 775 28 63 9 0.4 36 230

Algeria 159 5.0 71 70 72 37 41 952 876 834 33 54 13 0.1 <0.5 180
Egypt 409 5.9 70 68 72 36 42 953 862 822 18 78 4 <0.1 <0.5 130
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 23 4.1 73 70 76 21 23 974 862 840 17 73 10 .. .. 97
Morocco 176 6.0 70 68 72 37 46 948 864 819 23 69 8 0.1 1 240
Sudan 392 11.2 56 55 58 73 118 853 689 587 45 41 14 1.6 34 450
Tunisia 54 5.5 73 71 75 22 25 972 895 870 9 80 11 0.1 <0.1 100
Western Sahara 2 6.5 64 62 66 53 70 918 782 717 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Southern Africa 738 13.8 53 51 55 54 80 910 497 452 68 26 6 22.1 394 410

Botswana 29 16.3 47 46 47 59 89 896 371 333 87 10 2 24.1 18 380
Lesotho 34 17.7 45 43 46 74 112 872 362 316 81 16 3 23.2 23 960
Namibia 25 12.9 51 50 53 55 83 907 484 439 71 24 5 19.6 17 210
South Africa 630 13.5 53 51 56 52 76 914 510 466 65 28 7 18.8 320 400
Swaziland 19 17.2 44 43 45 87 135 848 375 318 84 13 3 33.4 16 390

Western Africa 16   4 045 15.8 49 49 50 112 188 773 644 498 72 21 7 3.6 384  1 100

Benin 99 12.6 54 53 56 106 161 818 715 585 69 23 7 1.8 10 840
Burkina Faso 202 15.7 51 49 52 110 193 770 685 527 78 16 6 2.0 12 700
Cape Verde 3 5.3 70 67 73 30 36 958 854 818 29 65 7 .. .. 210
Côte d’Ivoire 294 16.5 47 46 48 122 191 782 554 433 67 23 9 7.1 65 810
Gambia 17 11.2 58 57 59 80 143 828 797 660 59 32 8 2.4 1 690
Ghana 213 10.0 58 58 59 63 101 875 703 615 59 33 8 2.3 29 560
Guinea 116 13.5 54 52 55 113 178 798 735 587 68 24 9 1.5 7 910
Guinea-Bissau 29 19.5 46 44 47 121 212 739 589 435 75 19 6 3.8 3  1 100
Liberia 65 19.8 44 43 45 143 222 741 531 393 76 15 10 .. ..  1 200
Mali 177 16.4 52 50 54 138 219 746 752 561 78 16 6 1.7 11 970
Mauritania 24 8.7 62 61 64 68 102 879 837 736 65 27 8 0.7 <1 820
Niger 190 15.6 54 55 54 119 213 751 813 611 80 14 6 1.1 8  1 800
Nigeria   2 327 17.5 47 46 47 116 198 755 594 449 71 22 7 3.9 220  1 100
Senegal 108 9.8 62 60 64 69 124 854 847 723 64 26 10 0.9 5 980
Sierra Leone 119 23.5 41 39 43 166 290 668 598 400 78 14 8 1.6 5  2 100
Togo 63 10.8 58 56 60 94 136 848 744 631 66 26 8 3.2 9 510

Asia 7   28 573 7.5 68 66 69 49 67 922 830 765 29 61 10 0.2 414 320

Eastern Asia   10 138 6.8 73 71 75 24 30 964 874 843 12 77 11 0.1 33 48

China 17   8 586 6.6 72 70 74 26 32 963 868 835 12 77 11 0.1 31 45
China, Hong Kong SAR 18 36 5.3 81 79 84 4 5 994 940 934 .. .. .. .. .. ..
China, Macao SAR 19 2 4.3 80 78 82 8 8 991 940 931 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Dem. People’s Rep. of Korea 217 9.3 67 64 69 50 65 926 835 773 32 61 7 .. .. 370
Japan   1 022 8.0 82 78 85 3 4 995 937 931 12 81 8 <0.1 1 6
Mongolia 17 6.9 65 62 68 45 61 931 756 703 23 66 11 <0.1 <0.1 46
Republic of Korea 258 5.4 77 73 81 5 5 993 905 899 6 83 12 <0.1 <0.5 14

South-Central Asia 7, 20   13 560 8.6 63 62 64 65 93 892 777 693 41 49 10 0.3 283 480

Afghanistan 496 21.6 42 42 42 168 252 705 553 390 65 29 6 <0.1 <0.1  1 800
Bangladesh   1 200 8.2 62 61 63 61 83 902 764 689 46 44 10 <0.1 <0.5 570
Bhutan 5 7.8 63 62 65 53 78 902 784 707 47 44 9 <0.1 <0.1 440
India 7   9 505 8.7 63 62 64 62 90 895 772 691 41 49 10 0.4 270 450
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 376 5.5 69 68 71 37 44 952 859 817 12 70 18 0.2 2 140
Kazakhstan 160 10.6 65 59 71 32 38 956 720 689 8 79 13 0.1 <1 140
Kyrgyzstan 40 7.9 65 61 69 55 66 928 788 731 17 74 9 0.1 <0.1 150
Maldives 2 6.5 66 66 66 46 59 930 802 746 38 56 7 .. .. 120
Nepal 224 8.7 61 61 62 64 88 896 757 678 49 42 9 0.5 5 830
Pakistan   1 161 7.7 64 63 64 75 108 877 826 724 53 39 8 0.1 3 320
Sri Lanka 139 7.3 71 67 75 12 14 982 807 793 13 76 10 <0.1 <0.5 58
Tajikistan 42 6.6 66 63 69 63 82 905 818 741 27 67 6 0.1 <0.1 170
Turkmenistan 39 8.3 62 58 67 78 99 891 771 687 19 73 8 <0.1 .. 130
Uzbekistan 173 6.8 66 63 70 58 70 922 804 741 14 80 7 0.2 <0.5 24

South-Eastern Asia   3 611 6.7 68 66 71 33 43 949 818 776 33 58 9 0.5 98 300

Brunei Darussalam 1 2.8 76 74 79 6 7 991 911 903 10 79 11 <0.1 <0.1 13
Cambodia 134 10.0 57 54 60 73 105 877 666 584 61 34 5 1.6 16 540
Indonesia   1 449 6.6 69 67 70 34 42 951 834 793 29 61 10 0.1 6 420
Lao People’s Dem. Republic 44 8.0 62 61 63 62 84 900 763 687 55 36 9 0.1 <0.1 660
Malaysia 110 4.5 73 71 75 10 13 983 865 850 20 71 9 0.5 4 62
Myanmar 480 10.2 60 57 63 75 110 872 734 640 45 47 9 1.3 37 380
Philippines 407 5.1 70 68 72 28 33 961 853 820 35 56 9 <0.1 <1 230
Singapore 20 4.9 79 77 81 3 4 994 928 923 12 82 5 0.3 <0.1 14
Thailand 529 8.6 69 64 74 12 17 972 749 728 31 58 11 1.4 21 110
Timor-Leste 10 10.2 58 58 59 78 110 870 724 630 50 40 9 .. .. 380
Viet Nam 427 5.2 73 71 75 22 27 967 875 846 24 66 9 0.5 13 150

Western Asia   1 263 6.2 68 66 71 46 58 934 847 791 23 68 9 <0.1 1 160

Armenia 27 8.9 71 68 75 30 35 962 856 824 5 90 5 0.1 <0.5 76
Azerbaijan 57 6.9 67 63 70 76 91 903 836 755 17 79 4 0.1 <0.1 82
Bahrain 2 3.1 75 73 77 13 16 982 902 885 8 82 10 .. .. 32
Cyprus 6 7.0 79 77 81 6 7 992 936 929 9 87 4 .. .. 10
Georgia 51 11.1 70 67 74 40 43 953 849 809 4 93 2 0.2 <0.5 66
Iraq 280 10.6 57 55 59 94 124 858 722 620 43 43 13 .. .. 300
Israel 36 5.6 80 78 82 5 6 993 935 928 6 88 6 .. .. 4
Jordan 21 4.1 71 70 73 23 26 968 844 817 18 65 16 .. .. 62
Kuwait 4 1.7 77 75 79 9 11 987 920 909 13 72 15 .. .. 4
Lebanon 27 7.0 71 69 73 25 30 965 862 832 10 77 13 0.1 <0.1 150
Occupied Palestinian Territory 15 4.2 72 71 74 21 24 972 878 853 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Oman 7 2.8 74 73 76 15 17 980 896 878 13 75 12 .. .. 64
Qatar 2 2.6 74 74 75 10 12 985 871 858 12 75 13 .. .. 12
Saudi Arabia 85 3.8 72 70 74 22 26 969 867 840 15 69 16 .. .. 18
Syrian Arab Republic 63 3.6 73 71 75 19 22 975 886 864 17 73 9 .. .. 130
Turkey 407 5.8 71 69 73 31 36 960 872 837 14 79 6 .. .. 44
United Arab Emirates 5 1.4 78 76 80 9 10 989 926 916 12 67 21 .. .. 37
Yemen 169 8.6 60 59 62 69 95 887 746 662 48 43 10 .. .. 430
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Europe   8 492 11.6 74 70 78 9 11 987 838 827 5 87 8 0.6 36 13

Eastern Europe   4 311 14.3 68 62 74 14 18 979 751 735 4 85 12 0.9 24 21

Belarus 143 14.5 68 63 75 10 12 986 763 752 3 85 12 0.3 .. 18
Bulgaria 112 14.2 72 69 76 13 15 982 856 841 3 94 4 <0.1 .. 11
Czech Republic 110 10.8 75 72 79 4 5 994 890 884 3 91 6 0.1 <0.1 4
Hungary 135 13.3 72 68 77 7 9 990 829 821 2 91 7 0.1 .. 6
Moldova 50 12.4 68 64 71 17 21 975 778 758 5 86 9 1.1 1 22
Poland 366 9.6 75 70 79 7 8 990 864 855 3 90 7 0.1 <1 8
Romania 267 12.2 71 68 75 17 20 976 844 823 5 90 5 <0.1 .. 24
Russian Federation   2 318 15.9 65 58 72 17 22 974 694 676 4 81 15 1.1 .. 28
Slovakia 53 9.8 74 70 78 7 9 990 863 854 4 90 6 <0.1 .. 6
Ukraine 757 15.8 68 62 73 13 17 980 750 735 4 87 9 1.4 22 18

Northern Europe 21 976 10.2 78 75 81 5 6 992 912 905 10 86 5 0.3 3 7

Channel Islands 22 1 9.9 78 76 81 5 6 992 935 928 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Denmark 57 10.7 77 75 80 5 6 993 903 897 4 90 6 0.2 <0.1 3
Estonia 19 13.7 71 65 77 7 10 987 797 786 3 84 12 1.3 .. 25
Finland 23 50 9.5 78 75 82 4 5 994 911 906 6 86 8 0.1 <0.1 7
Iceland 2 6.1 81 79 83 3 4 995 946 941 6 88 6 0.2 <0.1 4
Ireland 30 7.6 78 75 80 5 7 992 921 913 10 85 5 0.2 <0.1 1
Latvia 32 13.6 71 66 77 12 15 982 817 802 4 86 11 0.8 <0.5 10
Lithuania 41 11.8 72 66 78 9 12 985 812 800 2 85 13 0.2 <0.1 11
Norway 24                          43 9.5 79 77 82 4 5 993 927 921 8 87 5 0.1 <0.1 7
Sweden 94 10.5 80 78 82 3 4 995 938 933 5 90 5 0.2 <0.1 3
United Kingdom 25 606 10.2 78 76 81 5 6 992 920 913 12 85 3 0.2 <1 8

Southern Europe 26   1 418 9.6 79 76 82 7 8 990 919 909 5 91 5 0.5 6 8

Albania 17 5.5 76 73 79 22 26 970 915 887 8 83 9 .. .. 92
Bosnia and Herzegovina 34 8.7 74 71 77 13 16 982 881 865 3 92 5 <0.1 .. 3
Croatia 52 11.5 75 71 78 7 8 990 882 873 3 91 5 <0.1 .. 7
Greece 109 9.9 78 76 80 8 9 990 928 918 4 92 4 0.2 <0.1 3
Italy 578 9.9 80 77 83 5 6 992 930 923 4 92 4 0.5 3 3
Malta 3 7.7 79 76 81 7 8 990 933 924 9 87 4 0.1 <0.1 8
Montenegro 27 5 8.2 74 72 77 24 26 971 871 846 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Portugal 108 10.4 77 74 80 6 7 991 914 905 9 86 4 0.4 <1 11
Serbia 27 110 11.0 73 71 76 13 15 982 872 856 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Slovenia 19 9.4 77 73 80 5 7 992 900 892 4 87 8 <0.1 <0.1 6
Spain 364 8.7 80 77 83 4 6 993 929 923 5 90 5 0.6 2 4
TFYR Macedonia 28 17 8.6 73 71 76 17 19 979 884 865 3 89 8 <0.1 <0.1 10

Western Europe 29   1 786 9.7 79 76 82 4 6 993 919 913 5 89 5 0.3 3 6

Austria 78 9.5 79 76 82 5 6 993 919 912 3 92 6 0.3 <0.1 4
Belgium 106 10.3 78 75 81 4 5 993 913 907 7 88 6 0.3 <0.1 8
France 551 9.2 80 76 83 4 5 993 917 911 6 85 8 0.4 2 8
Germany 846 10.3 79 76 81 4 6 993 920 914 4 92 4 0.1 <1 4
Luxembourg 4 8.9 78 75 81 5 7 992 915 908 5 87 8 0.2 <0.1 12
Netherlands 141 8.7 79 76 81 5 6 992 924 917 8 89 4 0.2 <0.1 6
Switzerland                             60 8.1 81 78 83 4 5 993 934 928 6 89 5 0.4 <0.1 5

Latin America and the Caribbean   3 249 6.0 72 69 75 25 32 962 839 807 22 67 11 0.6 86 130

Caribbean 30 308 7.8 70 68 73 32 43 944 829 782 39 56 5 1.6 27 300

Aruba 1 6.9 73 70 76 19 22 975 888 866 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Bahamas 2 6.5 71 68 74 15 19 977 775 758 24 64 12 3.3 <0.5 16
Barbados 2 7.3 76 73 79 12 14 984 903 889 13 83 4 1.5 <0.5 16
Cuba 85 7.6 77 75 79 6 8 990 896 887 11 80 9 0.1 <0.5 45
Dominican Republic 55 6.0 71 68 74 35 39 956 806 771 35 58 8 1.1 7 150
Grenada 1 8.8 68 66 69 38 47 945 824 779 16 79 5 .. .. ..
Guadeloupe 3 6.2 78 75 82 7 10 989 904 894 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Haiti 94 10.5 58 56 60 56 82 885 701 621 69 29 2 3.8 16 670
Jamaica 19 7.1 72 69 75 15 19 977 816 797 14 84 2 1.5 1 170
Martinique 3 7.1 79 76 82 7 9 989 907 898 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Netherlands Antilles 1 7.5 75 71 79 15 17 981 873 856 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Puerto Rico 29 7.4 78 74 82 8 10 989 896 886 .. .. .. .. .. 18
Saint Lucia 1 7.0 73 71 74 15 19 977 848 829 12 80 8 .. .. ..
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 1 6.9 71 68 73 27 32 963 858 826 17 76 7 .. .. ..
Trinidad and Tobago 10 7.9 69 67 71 15 20 975 775 756 23 71 6 2.6 2 45
United States Virgin Islands 1 5.8 79 75 83 9 11 988 920 909 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Central America 688 4.9 74 71 76 24 30 965 867 837 23 66 11 0.5 16 120

Belize 1 3.8 76 73 79 19 23 974 890 867 27 62 11 2.5 <0.5 52
Costa Rica 16 3.9 78 76 81 10 12 985 906 892 12 77 11 0.3 <0.1 30
El Salvador 38 5.9 71 68 74 26 35 958 825 790 29 57 14 0.9 3 170
Guatemala 72 6.0 69 66 73 39 48 944 812 766 50 40 10 0.9 3 290
Honduras 39 6.0 69 65 73 32 46 944 788 744 32 59 9 1.5 4 280
Mexico 481 4.7 75 72 77 21 25 971 879 854 16 72 11 0.3 6 60
Nicaragua 26 5.0 71 68 74 26 32 961 813 781 30 58 12 0.2 <0.5 170
Panama 15 5.0 75 72 77 21 27 969 888 860 21 69 10 0.9 <1 130

South America 31   2 252 6.2 72 68 75 25 32 962 830 798 19 69 12 0.6 43 120

Argentina 291 7.7 74 71 78 15 17 980 868 851 13 80 7 0.6 4 77
Bolivia 72 8.2 64 62 66 56 72 908 783 711 38 54 8 0.1 <0.5 290
Brazil   1 143 6.3 71 67 75 27 34 961 809 778 19 70 11 0.5 14 110
Chile 79 5.0 78 75 81 8 10 988 899 888 12 79 9 0.3 <0.5 16
Colombia 241 5.6 72 68 75 20 28 966 838 809 16 60 24 0.6 8 130
Ecuador 63 5.0 74 71 77 25 30 964 864 833 24 63 13 0.3 2 210
French Guiana 1 3.7 75 72 79 15 17 981 902 884 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Guyana 7 9.1 64 61 66 49 68 922 736 678 36 54 9 2.4 1 470
Paraguay 32 5.6 71 69 73 36 42 951 840 798 28 62 10 0.4 <0.5 150
Peru 163 6.2 70 68 72 30 41 951 830 789 32 58 9 0.6 6 240
Suriname 3 6.8 69 66 72 32 39 952 812 773 23 67 10 1.9 <0.5 72
Uruguay 31 9.3 75 72 79 14 18 980 884 867 7 86 7 0.5 <0.5 20
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) 128 5.0 73 70 76 19 24 971 853 829 15 66 18 0.7 6 57

Northern America 32   2 653 8.2 78 75 80 7 8 990 896 887 6 88 6 0.8 18 10

Canada 33 227 7.2 80 77 82 5 6 992 926 919 5 89 6 0.3 <1 7
United States of America   2 425 8.3 77 75 80 7 8 990 893 884 6 88 6 0.6 16 11

Oceania 237 7.3 74 72 77 29 39 955 884 844 16 77 7 0.3 3 180

Australia/New Zealand 163 6.9 80 78 83 5 6 993 932 925 4 90 6 0.1 <0.5 5

Australia 34 135 6.8 80 78 83 5 6 993 934 927 4 89 6 0.1 <0.5 4
New Zealand 28 7.1 79 77 81 6 7 992 925 917 3 91 6 0.1 .. 9

Melanesia 68 9.2 59 56 62 60 82 902 674 608 48 43 9 1.5 3 430

Fiji 5 6.4 68 66 70 22 27 967 795 769 21 73 6 0.1 <0.1 210
New Caledonia 1 5.2 75 72 79 7 10 988 884 874 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Papua New Guinea 57 9.9 57 54 60 65 90 893 633 565 52 38 9 1.8 3 470
Solomon Islands 3 7.9 62 62 63 60 81 904 767 694 39 56 5 .. .. 220
Vanuatu 1 5.7 68 67 70 34 42 951 831 790 29 65 6 .. .. ..

Micronesia 35 3 5.3 71 69 73 29 36 958 863 827 28 67 5 .. .. ..

Guam 1 5.1 75 72 77 10 12 986 897 885 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Micronesia (Fed. States of) 1 6.3 68 67 68 38 47 944 822 776 30 65 5 .. .. ..

Polynesia 36 3 5.4 72 69 74 19 23 973 851 828 23 72 5 .. .. ..

French Polynesia 1 4.9 73 71 76 9 11 985 861 848 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Samoa 1 5.7 70 67 74 26 31 964 826 796 24 71 6 .. .. ..
Tonga 1 5.7 72 71 73 21 25 972 859 835 22 74 4 .. .. ..
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Annual number of deaths: Source: World 
Population Prospects: The 2006 Revision. CD-
ROM Edition–Extended Dataset in Excel and 
ASCII formats, United Nations publication, 
Sales No. E.07.XIII.7, 2007.

Crude death rate: Number of deaths over 
a given period divided by the person-years 
lived by the population over that period. It is 
expressed as number of deaths per 1,000 pop-
ulation. Source: World Population Prospects: 
The 2006 Revision. CD-ROM Edition–Extended 
Dataset in Excel and ASCII formats, United 
Nations publication, Sales No. E.07.XIII.7, 2007.

Life expectancy at birth: The average 
number of years of life expected by a hypo-
thetical cohort of individuals who would be 
subject during all their lives to the mortality 
rates of a given period. It is expressed in years. 
Source: World Population Prospects: The 2006 
Revision. CD-ROM Edition–Extended Dataset 
in Excel and ASCII formats, United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.07.XIII.7, 2007.

Infant mortality: Probability of dying 
between birth and exact age 1. It is expressed 
as deaths per 1,000 live births. Source: World 
Population Prospects: The 2006 Revision. CD-

ROM Edition–Extended Dataset in Excel and 
ASCII formats, United Nations publication, 
Sales No. E.07.XIII.7, 2007.

Under-five mortality: Probability of dying 
between birth and exact age 5. It is expressed 
as deaths per 1,000 live births. Source: World 
Population Prospects: The 2006 Revision. CD-
ROM Edition–Extended Dataset in Excel and 
ASCII formats, United Nations publication, 
Sales No. E.07.XIII.7, 2007.

Survival probability: The probability that, 
given the mortality conditions of the given year 
or period, an individual alive at exact age x 
would survive to age x+n; here, the probability 
of survival from birth to exact age 15 (column 
8), from exact age 15 to exact age 60 (column 
9) and from birth to exact age 60 (column 10). 
It is expressed as deaths per 1,000 live births 
(columns 8 and 10) or per 1,000 persons liv-
ing at exact age 15 (column 9). Source: World 
Population Prospects: The 2006 Revision. CD-
ROM Edition–Extended Dataset in Excel and 
ASCII formats, United Nations publication, 
Sales No. E.07.XIII.7, 2007.

Percentage of deaths by cause: Group I 
refers to deaths from communicable, mater-

nal, perinatal and nutritional conditions; 
Group II refers to deaths from noncom-
municable diseases; and Group III refers to 
deaths from injuries. Aggregate values for 
proportion of deaths by cause exclude areas 
that are not Member States of the WHO. 
Source: Death and DALY Estimates for 2002 
by Cause for WHO Member States. World 
Health Organization, 2004. Data available 
online at http://www.who.int/entity/healthinfo/ 
statistics/bodgbddeathdalyestimates.xls.

HIV prevalence: The percentage of adults 
aged 15 to 49 who were living with HIV 
at the end of 2005. Source for the aggre-
gate values for prevalence: numerators are 
obtained from UNAIDS estimates referring to 
the end of 2005; denominators are obtained 
from World Population Prospects: The 2004 
Revision, United Nations publication, Sales 
No. E.05.XIII.6. Source for HIV prevalence 
data by country: obtained from 2006 Report 
on the Global HIV/AIDS Epidemic, UNAIDS 
publication, Sales No. UNAIDS/06.13E, 2006. 
Data available online at http://www.unaids.
org/en/HIV_data/2006GlobalReport/default.
asp. Estimates for the world total and India are 
from 2007 AIDS Epidemic Update, UNAIDS 

publication, Sales No. UNAIDS/07.27E.

AIDS deaths: The number of adults and 
children who died from AIDS during 2005. 
Source: 2006 Report on the Global HIV/
AIDS Epidemic, UNAIDS publication, Sales 
No. UNAIDS/06.13E, 2006. Data available 
online at http://www.unaids.org/en/HIV_data/
2006GlobalReport/default.asp. Estimates for 
the world total are from 2007 AIDS Epidemic 
Update, UNAIDS publication, Sales No. 
UNAIDS/07.27E.

Maternal mortality ratio: The number of 
maternal deaths during a given time period 
per 100,000 live births during the same time-
period. A maternal death is defined as the 
death of a woman while pregnant or within 
42 days of termination of pregnancy, irrespec-
tive of the duration and site of the pregnancy, 
from any cause related to or aggravated by 
the pregnancy or its management but not 
from accidental or incidental causes. Source: 
Maternal mortality in 2005, World Health 
Organization, UNICEF, UNFPA and The World 
Bank, 2007, Geneva: WHO. Data available online 
at http://www.who.int/reproductive-health/ 
publications/maternal_mortality_2005/index.
html.

Definitions and sources

Under-five mortality by major area, 1950-2005
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The designations employed and the material 
in this publication do not imply the expression 
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the 
Secretariat of the United Nations concerning 
the legal status of any country, territory or area 
or its authorities, or concerning the delimitation 
of its frontiers or boundaries.

The designations “more developed” and “less 
developed” regions are intended for statistical 
convenience and do not necessarily express 
a judgement about the stage reached by a 
particular country or area in the development 
process. The term “country” as used in this 
publication also refers, as appropriate, to ter-
ritories or areas.

Two dots (..) indicate that data are not available.

Figures may not add to totals because of round-
ing.

The data regarding HIV/AIDS reflect the latest 
estimates available at the end of 2007. Data for 
the world total are from the 2007 edition of the 
UNAIDS AIDS Epidemic Update, an annual pub-
lication that updates HIV/AIDS estimates on the 

global and regional levels, but does not include 
country-level estimates. The estimates from the 
2007 Update indicate that, globally, 33.2 million 
people were living with HIV in 2007. This figure 
is 14 per cent lower than the previous estimate 
from the 2006 UNAIDS Report on the Global 
AIDS Epidemic (38.6 million). The new estimate 
does not imply that the number of people liv-
ing with HIV worldwide is declining; rather, 
the number of infected persons continues to 
increase but from a lower level than previously 
estimated. The reduction in the global estimate 
results largely from refinements in estimation 
methodology and from new data that have 
become available for a number of countries. 
Country-level estimates that are consistent with 
the 2007 global estimate have not yet been 
published. Therefore, the HIV/AIDS data given 
in this wall chart for countries and regions are 
taken or calculated from the 2006 Report on the 
Global AIDS Epidemic (with the exception of 
India7) and refer to the year 2005.

1 Calculated percentages for regional aggre-
gates exclude areas that are not member states 

of WHO. This may particularly influence the 
aggregated estimates for the Caribbean (12 per 
cent of the regional deaths excluded), Micronesia 
(36 per cent excluded), and Polynesia (47 per 
cent excluded).
2 Refers to communicable diseases, maternal 
and perinatal conditions, and nutritional defi-
ciencies.
3 Calculated maternal mortality ratios (MMR) 
for regional aggregates assume that countries 
or areas for which estimates were not available 
have MMR equal to the average for countries in 
the region with estimates available.
4  Countries or areas listed individually are only 
those with 100,000 inhabitants or more in 2007; 
the rest are included in the regional groups but 
are not listed separately.
5 The estimates of HIV prevalence and total 
AIDS deaths for the world refer to 2007 and 
reflect UNAIDS revised estimates for that year.
6 More developed regions comprise Europe, 
North ern America, Australia/New Zealand and 
Japan.

7 The estimates of HIV prevalence reflect revised 
estimates for India in 2006. In July 2007, the 
National AIDS Control Organization (NACO) of 
India released the most recent HIV/AIDS esti-
mates for the country with the acknowledgement 
of UNAIDS and WHO. These most recent figures 
are substantially lower than previous estimates 
and indicate that at the end of 2006, 2.5 million 
people aged 15 or over were living with HIV in 
India, equivalent to an adult HIV prevalence of 
0.36 per cent. Given the recency of these esti-
mates, corresponding estimates of the number 
of AIDS deaths in India were not available at 
the time this chart was prepared. The number of 
AIDS deaths reported here is the lower bound 
of the 2005 estimate published by UNAIDS. The 
updates to the figures for India affect HIV preva-
lence and deaths for the following aggregations: 
less developed regions, other less developed 
countries, Asia, and South-Central Asia.

8  Less developed regions comprise all regions 
of Africa, Asia (excluding Japan), Latin America 
and the Caribbean plus Melanesia, Micronesia 
and Polynesia.

9 The least developed countries, as defined 
by the United Nations General Assembly 
in December 2003, include 50 countries: 
Afghanistan, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, 
Bhutan, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, 
Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, 
Comoros, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Kiribati, 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Maldives, Mali, 
Mauritania, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Niger, Rwanda, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, Somalia, 
Sudan, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tuvalu, Uganda, the 
United Republic of Tanzania, Vanuatu, Yemen 
and Zambia. The least  developed countries are 
a subset of all developing countries.
10  Other less developed countries comprise 
the less developed regions excluding the least 
developed countries.
11  Sub-Saharan Africa refers to all of Africa 
except Northern Africa, with the Sudan included 
in sub-Saharan Africa.

12 Including Seychelles.
13 Including Mayotte.
14 In early 2006, new HIV prevalence data 
from a national community-based survey and 
from rural surveillance sites in Ethiopia were 
released. At the time of preparation of this chart, 
UNAIDS had yet to publish point estimates for 
Ethiopia incorporating these new data.
15  Including Agalega, Rodrigues, and Saint 
Brandon.
16 Including Saint Helena, Ascension, and 
Tristan da Cunha.
17 For statistical purposes, the data for China 
do not include Hong Kong and Macao, Special 
Administrative Regions (SAR) of China.
18 As of 1 July 1997, Hong Kong became a 
Special Administrative Region (SAR) of China.
19 As of 20 December 1999, Macao became a 
Special Administrative Region (SAR) of China.
20  The regions Southern Asia and Central Asia 
are combined into South-Central Asia.

21 Including Faeroe Islands, and Isle of Man.
22 Refers to Guernsey, and Jersey.
23 Including Åland Islands.
24 Including Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands.
25 Estimates of HIV prevalence and HIV deaths 
are ad hoc preliminary estimates for 2005 based 
on the official estimates for the United Kingdom 
for 2004.
26  Including Andorra, Gibraltar, Holy See, and 
San Marino.
27 Montenegro and Serbia formally dissolved 
into two independent countries on 3 June 
2006. WHO estimates that the distribution of 
deaths by cause in 2002, for the combined 
populations of Serbia and Montenegro, was: 
communicable diseases, maternal and peri-
natal conditions, and nutritional deficiencies, 
3 per cent; noncommunicable diseases, 93 per 
cent; injuries, 4 per cent. UNAIDS estimates 
that, at the end of 2005, adult HIV prevalence 
in the combined populations of Serbia and 
Montenegro was 0.2 per cent and there were 

fewer than 100 deaths caused by AIDS in 2005. 
WHO and others estimate that the maternal 
mortality ratio for the combined populations of 
Serbia and Montenegro in 2005 was 14 mater-
nal deaths per 100,000 live births.
28 The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.
29 Including Liechtenstein, and Monaco.
30 Including Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, 
British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Dominica, 
Montserrat, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and Turks and 
Caicos Islands.
31 Including Falkland Islands (Malvinas).
32 Including Bermuda, Greenland, and Saint 
Pierre and Miquelon.
33  HIV/AIDS estimates for Canada are preliminary.
34  Including Christmas Island, Cocos (Keeling) 
Islands, and Norfolk Island.
35  Including Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, 
Northern Mariana Islands, and Palau.
36 Including American Samoa, Cook Islands, 
Niue, Pitcairn, Tokelau, Tuvalu, and Wallis and 
Futuna Islands.
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Introduction. The potential to live a long and healthy life is a 
fundamental aspect of human development. In recent decades, 
enormous progress has been achieved in health and survival 
around the world. Life expectancy at birth for the world population 
rose from 46 years in 1950-1955 to 66 years in 2000-2005. However, 
wide disparities remain in levels of mortality across countries and 
regions. These differentials reflect inequalities in access to food, 
water, sanitation, medical care and other basic human needs. 
They also reflect risk factors, behavioural choices and societal 
contexts that affect the survival of individuals. The reduction 
of mortality, particularly child and maternal mortality, is a core 
target in the internationally agreed development goals, such as 
those contained in the Programme of Action of the International 
Conference on Population and Development and in the United 
Nations Millennium Declaration. This wall chart presents key indi-
cators of mortality at the global, regional and country levels for 
the period 2000-2005.

Annual deaths. Worldwide, an estimated 55 million deaths 
occurred each year in 2000-2005. Of these, 12 million deaths 
occurred in the more developed regions and 43 million occurred in 
the less developed regions. India experienced the highest number 
of annual deaths (9.5 million) and was followed by China with 
8.6 million deaths every year.

Crude death rate. The crude death rate (CDR) is a measure of 
the overall frequency of deaths in a population and is expressed 
as the average annual number of deaths per 1,000 population. 
Worldwide, the CDR in 2000-2005 was estimated at 8.8 deaths per 
1,000 population. Sierra Leone had the highest CDR in the world at 
23.5 deaths per 1,000 population, while the United Arab Emirates 
had the lowest, at 1.4 deaths per 1,000 population. The more 
developed regions had a CDR of 10.2 deaths per 1,000 population, 
compared to 8.4 deaths per 1,000 population in the less developed 
regions. The CDR is higher in developed countries than in develop-
ing countries despite the fact that overall mortality levels are lower 

in developed countries than in developing countries because the 
population of developed countries has an older age structure and 
relatively more people at advanced ages, where the risks of death 
are high, than developing countries.

Life expectancy at birth. The life expectancy at birth is a 
measure of the average length of life a hypothetical population 
would have if it were subject during all its life to the mortality risks 
prevalent during a given period. In 2000-2005, life expectancy at 
birth was 66 years for the world as a whole. With a life expectancy 
of 53 years, the least developed countries were the most disad-
vantaged in terms of survival prospects. The rest of the developing 
countries had an average life expectancy of 67 years whereas in 
developed countries, life expectancy had reached 76 years. At the 
country level, life expectancy at birth ranged from a low of 39 years 
in Zambia, a country highly affected by the HIV/AIDS epidemic, 
to a high of 82 years in Japan. In most countries, women have 
higher life expectancy at birth than men. At the world level, aver-
age female life expectancy was 68 years compared to 64 years for 
males in 2000-2005.

Infant and under-five mortality. The United Nations Millen-
nium Declaration identified the reduction of child mortality as a 
critical challenge for the twenty-first century. Every year millions 
of young children die of preventable causes. Mortality in childhood 
is highest in the least developed countries, where infant mortality 
averaged 95 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2000-2005. In the least 
developed countries, 153 children out of every 1,000 born alive were 
expected to die before age five over that period. Among the world’s 
major areas, Africa had the highest level of under-five mortality 
in 2000-2005, 154 deaths per 1,000 births, and has experienced a 
slower decline in child mortality than other developing regions. 
The survival chances of young children reflect major inequalities 
among countries in terms of health and development. Under-five 
mortality was highest in Sierra Leone, where 290 children out of 
every 1,000 born alive died before age 5 in 2000-2005. In sharp con-

trast, in countries with the lowest under-five mortality — Japan, 
Iceland, Sweden and Singapore — only 4 children out of every 
1,000 born alive died before their fifth birthday.

Survival probabilities. Mortality across different parts of the 
age range can be characterized by the probability of survival 
between selected ages, expressed per 1,000 individuals alive at the 
first age. The probability of survival from birth to age 15 expresses 
the likelihood of surviving through the vulnerable period of child-
hood. In Western Europe, 993 children out of every 1,000 born alive 
would survive to age 15 given the mortality rates prevalent during 
2000-2005, while in Middle Africa only 752 children out of every 
1,000 born alive would survive to age 15. The probability of survival 
from age 15 to age 60 reflects the level of mortality among adults 
of working age. In the Russian Federation, the probability of sur-
viving from birth to age 15 is relatively high (974 per 1,000) while 
that of surviving from age 15 to age 60 is remarkably low (694 per 
1,000). For developed countries as a whole, the probability of sur-
viving from age 15 to age 60 was 863 per 1,000 in 2000-2005, while 
that for developing countries was 797 per 1,000. The probability 
of surviving through adulthood was particularly low in countries 
highly affected by the HIV/AIDS epidemic because the disease 
afflicts adults disproportionately. In Zimbabwe, for instance, the 
probability of surviving from age 15 to age 60 in 2000-2005 was 230 
per 1,000. The probability of survival from birth to age 60 reflects 
the cumulative impact of the risks of death from birth to age 60. In 
countries with low mortality, the great majority of people survive 
to their sixtieth birthday. In Iceland, where the probability of sur-
vival to age 60 was highest, 941 out of every 1,000 children born 
alive would reach age 60 given the mortality risks prevalent during 
2000-2005. In contrast, in Sub-Saharan Africa the probability of 
survival to age 60 was a low 460 per 1,000.

Distribution of deaths by cause. As countries undergo the 
transition from high to low mortality, they experience a shift in 
the major causes of death. When mortality is high, large propor-
tions of deaths are caused by communicable diseases, as well as 
by maternal, perinatal and nutritional causes (collectively called 
Group I causes), while lower percentages of deaths are caused 
by noncommunicable diseases, which include cardiovascular dis-
eases and cancers (collectively called Group II causes). In countries 

where mortality has fallen to low levels, the majority of deaths 
occur because of Group II causes. The change in the distribution 
of causes of death is striking when comparing the least developed 
countries with the developed countries. In the least developed 
countries, where mortality remains high, 67 per cent of deaths 
were the result of Group I causes in 2002, while 26 per cent were 
from Group II causes. In contrast, in developed countries, 6 per cent 
of deaths were due to Group I causes and 86 per cent to Group II 
causes. A third major group of causes includes injuries from acci-
dents, homicide or suicide. This group caused 9 per cent of deaths 
worldwide, with its share ranging from 2 per cent to 24 per cent 
among countries.

HIV prevalence. The Millennium Declaration called for halting 
and reversing the spread of HIV by 2015. Despite recent downward 
revisions of HIV prevalence estimates in a number of countries, 
the number of people living with HIV continues to increase in all 
regions of the world. In 2007, over 33 million people around the 
world were living with HIV, including nearly 31 million people aged 
15 or over and more than two million children under age 15. Adult 
HIV prevalence, measured as the percentage of HIV-positive per-
sons among those aged 15 to 49, varied widely across regions and 
countries. At the end of 2005, Southern Africa had the highest HIV 
prevalence of any world region, with 22 per cent of adults infected. 
Sub-Saharan Africa as a whole had an adult HIV prevalence of 6 per 
cent. Outside of Africa, the region with the highest HIV prevalence 
was the Caribbean (1.6 per cent).

AIDS deaths. The annual number of deaths caused by AIDS 
increased steadily throughout the 1990s and until 2005. The 
most recent estimates from UNAIDS indicate that AIDS caused 
2.1 million deaths in 2007, a slight decline since 2005 that is partly 
attributable to the scaling up of antiretroviral treatment services. 
More than three-quarters of AIDS deaths in 2007 occurred in sub-
Saharan Africa. AIDS remains a major cause of death worldwide 
and is the leading cause of death in sub-Saharan Africa, where the 
provision of treatment services will remain an immense challenge 
in coming years.

Maternal mortality. The Millenium Declaration urged the inter-
national community to strive for a dramatic reduction in maternal 

mortality. The World Health Organization defines maternal death 
as “the death of a woman while pregnant or within 42 days of 
termination of pregnancy, irrespective of the duration and site of 
the pregnancy, from any cause related to or aggravated by the 
pregnancy or its management but not from accidental or inci-
dental causes” (WHO and others, 2007; see the source of column 
(16) for a full reference). The level of maternal mortality is usually 
expressed using the maternal mortality ratio (MMR), defined as 
the number of maternal deaths per 100,000 live births. In 2005, 
an estimated 536 thousand women worldwide died of maternal 
causes, resulting in a MMR of 400 maternal deaths per 100,000 
live births. In developing countries as a whole, the MMR was 
estimated at 450 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births, while in 
developed countries it averaged 11 maternal deaths per 100,000 
live births. Mothers in the least developed countries faced the 
highest risk of death, with 870 maternal deaths occurring for every 
100,000 live births. Efforts to reduce maternal mortality must be 
targeted to these most disadvantaged populations.

A note on the data: The quality of data available for estimating 
mortality varies widely from country to country. Data for countries 
with high-quality vital registration systems are the most reli-
able. For other countries, estimates of overall mortality are most 
often based on data gathered via special questions on mortality 
included in sample surveys or population censuses. Such sources 
can produce robust estimates of child mortality but are less 
successful in producing adequate estimates of adult mortality. 
Therefore, estimates for these countries are frequently based on 
model mortality schedules that permit extrapolating the estimat-
ed mortality in childhood to other ages. Data on causes of death, 
including HIV/AIDS and maternal causes, are less commonly avail-
able than data on overall mortality and reported causes of death 
are more prone to error than reports on the occurrence of deaths 
even in countries with good vital registration coverage. Readers 
are encouraged to consult the references for the data in columns 
(11) to (16) for detailed documentation on data quality and the 
uncertainty associated with the estimates of deaths by cause, 
prevalence of HIV, deaths caused by AIDS, and maternal mortality 
presented in this chart.
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