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MEMORANDUM CONCERNING THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

FROM THE NATTIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN

Moy 13, 1946

Mrg. Roosevelt:

T en tronsnitting horowith informelly for your
information, o copy of a mencrandunl concerning the
Cormigoion on Hunian Righto handed to Mr. Chegter Williaﬁs
of the U. S. Delegotion to the United Nations, by the
National Council of Negro Woren. |

(8Signed) Durward V. Sandifer

United Stateo Reprecentative
to the United Notions
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MEMORANIUM CONCERNING THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

FROM THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN

1. Composition of Commlssion

It is the considered opinion of the National Council of Negro
Women that the membershlp of the Commission on Human Rights should
inclvude distingnished and well known persons from various countries
represented In the United Nationsg. The work of the Com@ission will
prove most difficult for fhe reagon that it deals with intangibdles.

Mattere of human rights and civil rights are mafters of
relationships between individuél citizens or groups of citizens and
their governments. Under the United Nations Charter; as 1t now stands,
neither the Commissipn or any arm of the United Nations may interfere
In these métters unless'the situation 1s such as to threaten the peace
and security of the world. It therefore follows that the only
sanctions to the work of the Commigsion and such conventions as they
mey ultimately recommend are moral ones. It is therefore important
that the membership of the Commission be composed of men and women of
such outstanding distinction and reputation that they have earned the
respect not only of the various peoples of the world but of their
governments. It is easy to recognize the fact that such persons would
have more influence in carrying out the aims of the charter on this
question than bureaucrats or other persons appointed by and responsible
to their respective governments.

Should the temporary Commlssion adopt this plan which seems to
represent the concensus among America's leading organizations, the
National Council of Negro Women would like to~suggest the hame of
Mrs. Mary McLeod Bethune, its Founder-President; to be comsideied for
appointment to this most important Commission. We have sought the

opinion of various authorities on International Affairs and .
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have been told that Mrs. Bethunc's reputation, quolitics of leaderchip
and high ncral standards, ﬁoculiarly it her for this inportant work.
2. Duticg of the Cormdsgion

In‘its prolininary ctages it ig obvicus that the Cormission nuot
gtudy the Congtitution of the various members of the United Nationg,
their attitudeg and policiles toward women ond all ninoritics within
their Juricdiction and eventually formulate o get of conventiono
which noy in the finol analyccs becone o Bill of Rights for the
protection of guch ninorities.

In addition it ceems to us that the Commissiqn ig foced with
a continning duty which ig that of a gentinel. It is entirely
posoible that as a2 reoult of injustices and rilgtreatnent, ﬁinority
groups in cne country noy Jjoin in comcn couge with sindlerly
abuged and digeffected pergscng in other countries in revolt against
the injustices meted ocut to them, thereby endangering the peace and
cecurity of the world. It ig thereforc important that the Cormicsion
continuously watch the pulse beat of pecples everyvwhere so that no
religicus, racicl or cccnondc group chall be deprived of their
mnen or civil rights to the extent that they chall hove jugo
caugse for such acticn. If thore igs any cuch dangor the Cormisoicn
ghould gpeedily advioce the Security Council in order thoat its

powers nay be invoked.



