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SECOND SESSION OF- TEE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

Eapj.c'rtour: Mr. E.G. Neogy (.India) 

In accordance with tho resolution of the.Econonic and Social. Council 

of "16, February. 19*4-6 (E/27 of 22 Fehruary 19*1-6) on tho Qstahliahnent -of -a. 

GoLiDlBBicnonJTunan Eights-and a Sub-Corxiiosion on the Status of Wonon, 

the--nuclear Corxiis.Ld.on on Hunan Eights net at Hunter College, NOT York 

City, froxi-29-April to May 19)46, to consider its terms of reference, 

.tho-definitive •composition--of -the Connission, and various docunonts 

referred .to the- Connission ..concerning hunan rights, and to report thereon 

•to the Second, Session of -the Econonic and Social Council. 

The Connission consisted of the following nine xieribcrs: 

Mr, -Pool 3erg. • •(Norway) 
Mr. Dusan Brkish (Yugos lav ia )* 
Mr. Alexander Bccicov ( U. S. S .E . ) *" 
Prof . Eeno Casein (France) 
M. Femand Dehousso (Belgian) 
•Mr, V i c t o r EaùlJSaya' de l a Torre 
Dr.. C, L. E s i a * 
•Mr,. .S'.C, N&ogy 

Mrs., Fra^ i i l in D. Eooeavol t ( U n r W . Sta tos) -

Mr„ .Paal Berg (Norway), M. Fsrnand Dehousse (Belgium) and Mr. V ic to r 

Eaul .Naya de l a Torre (Peru) were unable t o a t t e n d the f i r s t s e s s ion of 

t h e Commission. The Commission h e l d meetings and one d r a f t i n g s e s s i o n . 

Mrs. .Frankl in D. Roosevel t (U.S.A.) was e l e c t e d Chairaian, M. Rene Cassin 

-(France..)-, Vice-Chaix-i-an, .and.Mr. X .Ç/Neogy ( I n d i a ) , Eappor t eu r . 

After-the--adoption.-of the . Rules- -of "Procedure f ^ r - t h e f i r s t • s e s s i o n 

'•'•f the. . .Garnissions of the--EconoiDic-and S o c i a l -Council . i ï ï /Commiss ions / l ) , 

>lra...-E-i-soseval.t,-Mr-.' Brkish r-and~M.~Cassia-were- appo in ted e-c-off i c i o 
* Dr, C-X,..Hsia' had-beerr noodjmtad-^i i -^^c-e-for Dr . .John. C,E. ¥u , and 

Mr.- Dusan Brkish. i n p lace of. Dr. J e rko Racfcmilovic. Mr. Alexander 
Broisov was nominated i n p l a c s of Mr. Niko la i Krvàkov, vho served 
on- the Commission . u n t i l 13 May. 

http://Corxiis.Ld.on
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members of the Sub-Commission on the Status of Women, in accordance with 

Section B, Paragraph 5, of the Council Resolution on the establishment of 

the Commission on Human Eights (E/27)• 

Terms of Reference -

The terms of reference contained in Paragraph 2 of the Council 

Resolution (E/27) were reviewed and accepted by the Commission. It -was 

generally felt that Item (a), namely, and international bill of rights 

might be found to cover substantially Items (b), (c), and ( d) Attention 

was drawn to the fact that Item (c) of the terms of reference recommended 

in the Report of the Preparatory Commission (Page 36, Paragraph 16) 

"any matters within the field of human rights considered likely to impair 

the general welfare or friendly relations among nations" - was not 

included in the terms of reference drawn up by the Council. The Commissic 

agreed to request the Council to consider the desirability of adding a 

clause substantially on the lines of the original Item (c), so as to be 

able to deal with any matter not covered by Items (a), (b), (c), and ( d). 

Programme of Work 

The Commission discussed in detail Item 8 of the agenda (E/HR/3), 

concerning the scope of work of the Commission and the examination of 

documents submitted by Members of the United Nations (E/HR/I, E/HR/2, 

E/BR/3) . 

The members agreed that the fullest possible documentation and 

information concerning the whole field of human rights was of the utmost 

importance for the drafting of an international bill of rights, and the 

Secretariat was requested to collect all available material on the subject. 

The Commission felt that while it wa.3 within its competence to 

draft a bill cf hum^n rights, it was not as yet :*n a position to do so, 

but it would proccod --rit h the preparatory work. It was decided to 

recommend that the fv'il. Commission should draft an international bill of' 

rights as soon as possible, and that ;jhis draft should be circulated 
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among the United Nations governments, for their comment. 

The importance of regional conferences of experts vas emphasized, 

and in this connection, reference was made to the Inter-American Conference 

of War and Peace Problems at Mexico City (.Act of Chapultepec) in March 

•19*45. Some members pointed out -..l„..t it might be difficult, at present, to 

arrange for similar conferences in other parts of the world, particularly 

in Europe and the Far East. The Commission decided to recommend that if 

such conferences should prove impracticable, the advice of individual 

experts from various regions should be sought. 

As the drafting of a bill of rights might take considerable time, 

members unanimously stressed the importance of the acceptance of the 

principle of including provisions for basic human rights in international 

treaties, particularly peace treaties. It was also agreed that such 

provisions should be accepted by all States, Members of the United Nations, 

and by States seeking•admission to the United Nations. 

With regard to the promotion and observance of human rights, the 

Commission felt that the need for an "agency of implementation" should be 

emphasized. It was also pointed out that, pending the eventual 

establishment of such an agency, the Commission on Human Sights might 

assist the appropriate organs of the United Nations in the task defined 

for the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council in Articles 

13, 55, and 62 of the Charter, and that it might aid the Security Council 

in the task entrusted to it by Article 39 of the Charter, by pointing to 

cases where violation of human rights may constitute a threat to peace. 

The Commission recognized that when the Economic and Social Council 

comes to consider the question of how to implement; an international-bill 

of human rights or how to afford protection to nation"! minorities, it 

may find that political actions are necessary. I Le Curaission, therefore, 

requests the Economic and Social Council to take this problem into 

consideration in determining the status and powers of the Commission on 

Human Eights and its Sub-Commissions. 
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The Contai a si on considered that the number of sub-commissions, for the 

tine "being, should "be limited, and that in addition to the existing Sub-

Conoission on the Status of Women, a Sub-Commission on Freedom, of 

Information should "be established. 

It was agreed that the Sud.-.oriat should be instructed to collect 

all documentation- concerning Items (c) and (d) of the terns of reference 

- protection of minorities and prevention of discriminâtion on grounds of 

race, sex, language, or religion - as a preliminary step to future 

consideration of the question of establishment of Sub-Commissions on this 

subject. 

Finally, the Commission agreed to express the view that public 

discussion of human rights should be stimulated and encouraged throughout 

the "world. 

The recommendations to the Economic and Social Council "with regard to 

the programme of work of the Ccnoinsion on Hunan Rights were ••• ---niriously 

formulated as follows: 

•"- • Documentation 

The Commission recommends that: 

1. The Economic and Social Council should instruct the Secretariat: 

(a) to compile a yearbook, the first edition of which should 
contain all declarations and bills on human rights now in 
force in the various countries. 

(b) to collect and publish information on the activities of the 
General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council, the 
Security Council, the Hague Court, the Commission on Human 
Rights, and all other organs of the United Nations dealing 
with human rights and fundamental freedoms; to include 
information on the Furonberg and Tokyo trials which might 
be important in the field of human rights; to include also 
a survey of the developments of human rights, as well as 
plans and declarations by specia-lizod agencies and non
governmental national and international organ!zatinns. 

2. The Economic and Social Council might suggest to the Member 
Nations to establish information groups or local human rights 
committees within their countries who would transmit periodically 
information to the Commission on Human Rights on the observance 
of human rights in their countries, both in their legal systems 
and their juriadictional and administrative practice. 



E/HE/19 
Page 5 

The Commission recorjraends that: 

1. The full Commission ehouid draft an international "bill of rights 
as soon as posBihle. The nuclear Connission should proceed 
•with the preparations for such a hill. The draft of the 
international hill of rights, as conpleted "by the full 
Connission, should he circulated among the United Nations 
governments for their suggestions. 

2. The detailed examination of the documents suhnitted "by the 
Delegations of Cuba and Panaris. (Documents E/ER/I and E/HR/3) 
should he left to the full Commission or to a later session of 
the nuclear Commission, 

3. The organisation of regional conferences of experts should "be
taken under consideration. If such conferences should prove 
inpracticahle, the advice of individual experts from different 
regions should he sought. 

Ill. Human Eights in International Treatics 

The Commission recommends that: 

without waiting for an international hill of rights to he 
written, the general principle should he accepted that provisio.i 
for "basic human rights he included in international treaties, 
particularly peace treaties, that similar provisions he acceptée 
"by all States, Members of the United Nations, and "by States 
seeking admission to the United Nations. 

1 v • àSS2£I. iïL Implement ati.pn 

TheCormission recommends that: 

1. It shall ho considered that the purpose of the United Nations 
with regard to the promotion and observance of human rights, as 
defined in the Charter of the United Nations, could only he 
fulfilled if provisions were made for the implementation of the 
ohservan.ee of human rights and of an international hill of 
r -' ĵ.1-. -f- n 

_L.i5.L- U L_> . 

2. Pending the eventual establishment of an agency of 
implementation, the Commission oh Human Eights might he 
recognized as qualified to aid the appropriate organs, of the 
United Nations in the task defined for the General Assembly 
and the Economic and Social Council in Articles 13, 55, and 
62 of the Charter, concerning the pronotion and observance 
ôf human rights and fundamental freedom for all, and to aid 
the Security Council in the task entrusted to it "by Article 
62 of the Charter., hy pointing to cases where violation 'of 
human rights committed- in one country may, "by'its gravity, its 
frequency, or its systematic nature, constitute a threat to 
the xieace. 

http://ohservan.ee
http://_L.i5.L-


E/ER/19 
Pago 6 

^' Sut- C omni s si one 

The Commission recommends that: 

The Council should consider the appointment of a Sub-
Coiirrr.ssion on Free don of Information an.d of the Press. 

Sub-Commission on Freedon, of Information end of the Press 

In the course of the discussion on the terns of reference of the 

Sub »C omission on Freedom of Information and of the Press (E/ER/2, 

E/Connissions/4, E/'EB/lk), which the Commission desired to see established 

one of the members called attention to the fact that in the United States 

the news services were a highly developed, money-making industry, while 

in many other parts cf the world, newspapers and news services did not 

enjoy a comparable position. Other members pointed out that It had often 

happened that newspapers and news agencies had poisoned the nind of the 

public by twisting the facts. -Freedon should always be coupled with 

responsibility, and these members felt that in the future, measures 

should be considered against deliberate and systematic- distortion of the 

truth. All members agreed that representation on this Sub-Commission 

should be an wide a;.:; possible, including the different regions in the 

world, as well as the different media of information. 

The following recorJi.iond.aticns' wore formulated: 

1. Number of Member a 

The Commission {"oj a majority vote) recommends that the 
Sub-Commission on Freedom of Information and of the Press 
should be composed of twelve members. 

2. Type of Membership 

The Commission (l^f a majority vote) recommends that the 
members of the Sub-Commission on Freedom of Information and cf 
the Press should be seJLeoted and appointed in the same way as 
was recommended for the full Commission on Hunan Sights. 

The Commission emphasized that experts, should be nominated 
to the Sub-Commission who have knowledge and experience in the 
different fields of information, and that the different stages 
of development of the means of information in different regions 
or countries be considered "cy the Economic and Social Council 
In-the appointment of this Sub-Commission. 
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3. Terns of Reference 

The Corxiission reconnends that the function of the Sub-
Connission, in the first instance, 150 to exanine what rights, 
obligations, -'and practices should be included in the concept 
of freedon of infornation, and to report to the Connission 
on Hunan Rights on any issue that nay arise fron such 
examination. 

h. Docunents 

The Conriisoion decided to refer to the Sub-Connission on 
Freedon of Information and. of the Press all docunents on any 
subject pertaining to freedon of, inf ornation and of the press. 

Definitive Conposition of the Connission 

In accordance with Paragraph 6 of the Council Resolution (E/27), 

the Connission discussed in detail the definitive composition of the 

Connission. 

With regard to the type of nenbership, it was generally felt that as 

the Econonic and Social Council was elected "by the government a representee1 

in the General Assembly, and as the Montera of tho Econonic and Social 

Council, in their turn,, represented governments, the Concussion on Hunan 

Rights, appointed "by the Council, should not again consist of 

representatives of governments. It was further enphasized that the 

Connission should- consist of highly qualified persons who had shown their 

ability to think of hunan "beings as such, without regard to race, creed, 

or colour. Tho Corxiission unaninously agreed to reconnend that all nerober-: 

of the Corxiission on Hunan Rights should servo as non-governmental 

representatives, appointed by the Council out of a list of noninees 

submitted "by the Merïbor States of the United Hâtions. 

The Corxiission reached unaninous agreenent on the reconmendation 

concerning the number of nenbers, their re-eligibility, and their tern of 

office. 

The question of fitting the nuclear Corxii-jcl̂ .n into the schene of 

definitive conposition of the Corxiission'was considered. One nenber 

expressed tho view that the Econonic and Social Council night, if 

necessary, call for the resignation of the present nenbers, so as to 
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enable the Council to appoint all the nenbers of the Connission at the 

sane tine on a unifom "basis. 

The nenbers felt that the Counission vas not in a position to nake 

reconnendation3 concerning the nunbcr and the duration of cessions of 

the full Connission. With regard to Corresponding Monbers, the Connission 

felt that it could, not, at present, reconnend the practice followed by 

the League of Nations of naning neiiberc of the Connission "Corresponding 

nenbers" upon their resignation, "but the nenbers of the Connission 

unanimously agreed to reconnend that the Corxiission on Hunan Eights 

should be authorized "by the Econonic and Siocial Council to call in 

ad hoc working groups of non-governnental experts or individual experts. 

The reconnendaTions to the Econonic and Social Council with regard 

to the definitive composition of the Connission on Hunan Eights were 

finally fomulated as follows: 

1. Type of Monbership and Method of Sélection 

(a) All nenbers of the Connission on Hunan Eights should 
serve as non-governmental representatives; 

(b) All nenber. States of the United Nations should have - the 
right to noninate not nore than two individuals 
for the Connission; 

(c) Any Meriber State desiring to do so, could noninate a 
national of another Meriber Nation; 

(d) The full list of noninees should be cubnitted to the 
Council and fron this list alone the Council should 
appoint the nenbers of the full Connission. 

(e) The Econonic and Social Council should at all tines pay 
due regard to equitable geographical distribution and to 
personal qualifications of the noninees for service on the 
Connission. 

2. Nunber of Monbers 

The full Connission should consist of eignteen nenbers. 

3. Be-eligibility 

The nenbers of the full Connission should be eligible for 
re-appointment. 
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^ • Terra of Office 

Menbera of the full Connisaion should "be appointed for a tern 
of three yeara by the Econonic and Social Council. Of the first 
eighteen nenborc of the Conniaoion appointed "by the Council, the tern 
of office of Dix nenbers should expire at the end of one year, of 
six other neribcrs at the end of two years, and of the last six nciiber 
nenbers at the end of three years. 

5. Frequency of Meetings^ 

The Corxiiscion felt that it vas net in a position to nake 
reconnendations concerning the nunbex- and the duration of cessions 
of the full Conniesion. It van decided to inforn the Econome and 
Social Council that the nuclear Comission would "be ready to neet 
at the call of the Council and to take up any work which the Council 
nay r.̂ fer to it. 

6• Corresponding Menbera 

Tho Ccrnission felt that it could not, at present, reconnend 
the practice followed: "by the League of Rations of naning nenbers of 
the Connission "Corresponding rieribors" upon their resignation. 

7. Working Groups and Experts 

The Connies a ion should "be authorized "by the Econonic and Social 
Council to call in cA hoc working groups of non-govcrnnental experts 
or individual experts without reference to the Council, "but with the 
approval of the Proaident of the Council and of tho Secretary-General 

8. .[Reciprocal Representation "between Coralssions 

In accordance with the Report of the. Preparatory Coned, so ion 
(Page 37, Paragraph 39) , suitable arrangements for reciprocal 
representation chould.be no.de between the Conniosion on Hunan Rights 
and cormisaionc working in allied fields-. 

9• Specialized Agencies 

In confornity with the Report of the Preparatory Coixiiaaion 
(Page 39, Paragraph, ko), the Conniesi on should be authorized to 
invito representatives of the appropriate specialized agencies 
take part in its neetings, in accordance with the terns to be laid 
down in tho agreenentc between the Econonic and Social Council 
and such agencies. 

http://chould.be
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