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Third session

DRAFT INTERNATIONAL DECLARATION OF HUJ.vI.AN RIGHTS

Report of the Third Committee

Rapport~ur: Mr. E~ ST. LOT (Haiti)

1. The Economic and Social Council, a~;t:lng under Articles 62 and 6':, of

tbe Charter of the United Nations, established a Commission of eighteen

members under the name of Commission on Ruman R_ghtsj its main task w~s

to prepare a draft international declaration of fundamental burnan rights

and freedoms and a draft international coTenant for the application of such

rights and freedoms, as well as to study measures of implementing both these

documents. '

2. Tbe Commission on Human Rights, after devoting three sessions and C,10S8

on tyro years to tbis work partly at Lalre Success and partly at Geneva,

su'omitted to tbe Economio and Social Council a draft declaration Bnd some

advance drafts, of an int'ernational convention.

3., The General Assembly, at its 142nd meeting b~ld cn 24 September 1948,

referred to the Third Committee item 13 of the supplementary list of agenda

items for the third re8Ularsess~0!1j thiS item concerned the draft

declaration and related documents.

4. The Third Committee, at its 94tb meeting, decided to consider only

the draft declaration, as the otber two documents (the covenant and

measures of implementation) were, not yet in a state ~uitable for

consideration. r.

5. The Third Committee spent eighty four meetings in considering and

discussing the draft prepared by tbe Commission on Human R ghts, Most of

tbearticles were adopted by unanimouB votes. Representatives exercised

their rights to explain tbeir votes to a large extent and thus were ab.le

ei tber to enter reservations or to indicate the meaning of tbeir votes or

the meaning whioh tbey attached to certain expressions. The summary records

of these meetings (given in documents A!C.3!SR,Ei8 to 116, A!C.3!SR.119

to 170 and A!C.3!SR.174 to 1(8) mention all tbese statements and

reservations.

6. In view of the fact that a considerable number of amendments were

adopted. and having regard to the difficulty of making the resulting

exactly in the official languages and to the wisb
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to introduco""O,"logic"al 'o:0o.er, tho Third Com:ti1i't'te'o'-"se'tup u' Suh"C'onnni'tte'O" ...

. t. consider' the' D3claratlon of Human Rights as a whole) including the

twonty-nine articles and tho preambla) sololy from tho point of viow of

arrangement, consistoncy, uniformity and style.

7. The roport of thr.3 Sub-Committoe was considered) CLiscussed o.b.Ci. Ildopted'

in the courso oftih:0' '174th to178th mootings.of t,.hEf.·Third Committee)

resulting in the adoption of ~he follow~ng draft Univorsal Declaration

of Human Rights (Else textnnd~~:: AJ . ~'Tli'ich is racomIn~~ded by the Third

Conuni ttOG to the GeneraLAssembly for adoption.;

8. A draft r0so1ution (resolution B) on the right of potition was adopted

by tho Third 'Cbmmi tteo Q,t its ·16oth 'illo:oting.

9. A-dJi'aftresolution:(resolutiol::UQJ.: Qoncerning the fQ.:te of minorHies

was o..d0pteda.t tho 163rd·mooting...

10 •.. A~draft. resolution (res-olutionD) concorning ptiplici ty t? be givon

to tb.e·Univ(:Jrso.l Doclaration of,JiuIl1an Bightswlls adoptGd at the l78th

;

. INTERNATIONAL BEL OF HUMAN RIGHTS

A

meoting •

. 11. A draft resolution (resolution E) concerning the Garly consid.eration

by the Economic~ndSocial:Councilof tho dfoft Covennpt and measures of

implemento,tion was adopted at ~ho n8th meeting.

12. The ,~hird, Cornni tteo therefore recommends for a,d0,fltion by tho Gon~r:8:1

Ass<::Jmbly the following five toxts:

. ", . c ~ .
Draf~\Ul'+iY(;rso..l declaration of human rights

Proam.ble

WIJEREAS.rocogni tion of the inhcr0nt dignity and of the oqual 'nnd

inalienable rig4ts of all members of tl).o human family is. the foundc,tion

of freedom) justice IJ..I!-d Ileace in ~he world.,

WHEREAS disregard and centempt for human rights have resulted in
. ,

ballba~9:Us acts which have outrl;l.ged the conscience of mankind, and. the

adve.p.t of a world. in which human beings shall enjoy fr0Gdom of speech and.'
. '. I

belief and freedom frm fear and want has peen proclaimed a,s the highs st

c,Gpiration of the common peopl~J

WHEBEA.S. it is essontilll, if man is not to be compelled to have

n~~,9,urs~., as 0. last resort) to repell~~n against tyranny and oppression, that

human. :rights should 'be protected by the rule of law
.' )

WHEREAS it is essent:j,al to promote the developrJ.ent of friend.ly

relations betweon .ootions,

W1f$REAS the pooples of thoUnited Nations haw in the Charter

reaffirmed. tl10ir faith in fundomontal human rights, in the CLigni ty and

worth of the h~an person and in tho eq,ual rights of men and women and.

d.d. /oove
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have determined to pronate social progre ss und better stn.ndards of life

in larger freedom,

WHEREAS Member States have pledged thensBlves to achieve, in

co-operation with the United Nations) the promotion of Ull.ivQrsn,l respect

for and observance of hunan rights and :fundanental :frecdams,

WHEREAS a. CDr.1r.lon understand.ing of these rights and frcedoms is

of th0 greatest iI:1portancG for the full roaJ.-izlltion of this pledge,

NOW THEREFORE

.THE:· GENERAL ASSEMBLY:r·

PROCLAIMS this Universa.l Declo,rc,tion of Human Rights as 0.

CQcrmon standard of achievement for all peoples and a~l nations) to the

end that every individuo.l and evory organ of society, keopiIl8 this

Declaration constantly in nind, shcll strive 'by teaching and education

to pronote respect for these rights and freedons and by progressive masures,

nationa.l linO. interno.tional~ to secure their universal and effective

rocogni tioil and observance, both nt10l18 the peoples of Member States

thenselves and anong the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction.

ArticlO 1

All hunan beings o.,re born free and. 09.u.o.l in dignity and rights.

They o,ro' endowed· wi th roason and conscience and should act towards· one

another in a spirit of brothorhood.

Article 2

Everyone is entitled to all the· rights and freB~oms set forth

in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind) such as race,

colour) sex, languago) rGligion, politicnl or other opinion, national

orsoci8.1 origin) props rty, birth or other status.

Article 3

The rights set forth in this De·cla.ration' apply oqUD.lly to all
~ '.

inhabi tants of Trust and Non~SGlf-Governing Terri torie s.

Article 4
Everyono has the right t.o life, liberty a.nd the aGcurity of person.

Article 5

No one shall be held in slaV0r,Y or!30rvi tudej slavery and the slave

trade shall.be prohibited in all theil' fOrT:1s.

Article 6

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading

treatY:lent or punishment.

Article 7 \
Everyone hD.s tho right to r'(;;cogni tion everywhere n,s a person before the

law.
Article 8

All are 89.001 before tho lo..w and [11'e entitled without any discrimination

to equal protection of tho law. All aru euti tled tq eq1k'1.1 protection aga,inst
/any
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any discrinination in violation of this DoclQration and CLgai~st any

inciterlont to 8uchdiscrinination.

Article 9
Everyone has the right to an eff0ctivG retloa.y by the cOr.1petent national

tribunals for acts violating the fund.anental right8 granted hin by the

constitution or by law~

Article 10

No ono shall "bG su"bje c ted. to O-rbi trary a1're et, :~e~enti.o:t;l or ,exile..

Article 11

Eve ryone is entitIed in full equo.li ty to a fair and public hoaring

'by cm ind.epOl'idont ond..inpartial tribunal, in the detemination of his rights

and obligations and of any erininal chnrge against hin.

Article 12

1. Everyone chctrged. wi th n ponal offence hoo thu right to bo pre suned

~ innocent until proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has

had e..ll the guaranti?G s nOCG ssary for his d.efence.

2. No one shall be hold gull ty of, any penal offence on account of any ae t

or or.'1IDi ssion which' diel not conetitute a. panal offenco,) ,under national or

international law, at the time "Then it was comnitted. Nor 8ho.ll a heavier

pene..1 ty "be i1'lposetl than the ono tbD.t was applicable at the time the penal

offance was c02"rlrlitted.

Article, 13

No one sho.ll-'besubjected.to a.rbitrary interference with hisprivo.cy,

f'QJ!l.ily, hone or correspond.ence, nor to a.ttac~s upon his honour and. reputation.

Everyone has the right to the protoction of the· lay against such interference

or attacks.

Articlo 14
1. E"iTeryone h0,8 the right to freodcr.'1 of novement and re sielenc0 within

the borders of each stD.tO.

2. Everyone has the right to leave any country, inclueling his own, and to

return to his country.

Article 15
1. Everyone has the right to SG0k and. to enjoy in other countrie s

asylum fro:r.:J. persecution.

2. 'Thisright,W.Y not be invokod in the case of prosecutions

genuinely arising from non-Foli tical cri:r.J.0s or fror.1 acts 'contrary to the

purposes and. principles of tho United Nations.

Article 16

1. Everyon6 has the right to a nationality.

2. No one shall 'b0 o.rbi trar:11;y deprivod of his nationality nor

denied the right to change his nationn.lity.

/Article .17
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Article 21

L Everyone has tho right to freedom of peaceful assembly and

association.

Article 17---......
1. Men o.nd. women of full age, without any limitation due to race ,

na.tionality or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family.

They are entitled to e~uril rights as to marriage, during marriage and at

its dissolution.

2. Marriage shall "be entered into only with the free ond full

oonsent of the intending Spouse s. '

3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society

a.nd is entitled to protection "by society [md the State.

Article i8

1. Everyone hUs the right to own property alOnG as well as

in association with others.

2. No ono shall "be arbitrarily deprived of his property.

Article 19

Everyone has the right "Qo freedom of thought, eonscienc0 and

re ligi9nj this right includes freedom to chango his religion or

belief, and f:reedolli, either alone or in community with others and

in pu"blic or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching,

practice, worship and o"bservanco.

Article 20

Everyone has the right to f'reod.ol'1 of opinion and. expression; this
",., . right includes freed.om to hold. opinions without interference and to seek,

receive and impart information and. ideas through ony media and. regardless

of frontiers.,

No one may "be compellecl to belong to an association.

Articlo 22
/

1. Everyone has the risht to' take part in the govermnsnt of his

country, direotly or through freely chosen representatives.

,2. Everyone has the right of e~ual aCCGSS to public service

/in his country.

, 'J. The will of the :pe ople shall be the "basi s of the a uthority

of gove:rnment; this will shall "be expressed in period.ic and. genuine

elections which sh~,ll "be "by universal and ,eQual suffrage and. shall "be

held by secret vote or "by eQuivalent free voting :proced.ures.

Article 23

Everyone) as 8. mem"ber of socioty) has the right to social security

and is entitled to realization) through I1'1tional effort and. international

co-operation o.nd in acoordance with tho orga,nizntion and. resources of

each State of the economic social and cultural rights inclispensa'ble for
" ), .

his dignity and the froe d.evolopment of his personality.
dd , /~p. Q{
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Article ::;~

l~ Everyonohas the :right to ~york) to free choico ,of employment"

to jiwt nnt~ f'Cl.voux'(11)le cond.itions of \<Tork cnd to proteotion"aga.ins~

unempl0YUle n t .

2. E7cryono, wl thout any oJ,scdmim.tion, ha.s tha ;r'ight to egunllJay

for equal \·lOrk.

3.E'VGryone who 'Works has the right to just and fa.vourable

rem.uneration insuring for h:lm.sel:(··Qild his·fo.mily cm existence 'WortJ:1l

of hUu'F\,':l (Ugn:1.t;,l') u7.1.CL fJ'.1J;lplemented, if necessQ,:-Y, 'by other mcans of social

proto(.tio:-~,

11·. EV(J,:-yon0' has t:~ij rj ght to fom v.nd to join trQ.c1e Ulllons for the

protecti0D. 0::.' h:i.':"1 :1.nte:cc8t.s,

Al·ticle ?..2.
:-070'17c1:.0 '\C.'3 :~i1U :C::3ht to rost an.d lolsur0) incluc1,ing reasorw."ble

liruiia::,:7011:;:'': ~/o:('l'a.v;; hourll 0:11(1 per:Lod:Lc holidays With·pay.

Article 26
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da. Everyone
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2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the rloral and

, material interests resulting from cny scientific literary or artistic

production of which he is the author.,.

Article 29
EVerYOne~:i'~i"e~titled: too. s6~io.l'·b.n:d· intGrno.tioool order in which

the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fUlly realized.

,Article 30

r·:· .

.: ~' . ! r'~ .~.. ,:'..': .'
1.E"y"eryon,~ has ,duties to the coi-:nnunity in whiCh alone thE> free

and i~ii deY~loiml~n:t of" ~is:pers6nril'i t.j ':1.~ possible,

2.~ ":I~th;'~~~rciseofhi~'rig1it~rind freedori~~ ever~one shall

be subje:ct:'oriiy t~'~<~ud'h li~it(fti6ti~ ~s: are 'd.e-temlne<lbY law' soiely for the

:purpose'Of se:6uring d.1i~recognfUoh and l.'sf3Pod'tfor ihE/ right'i and free~:vms

of others and. of meeting tho just requirements of morality; :pubiicbrder

aJ1d thol38l).eriii WelfiLre:tn adeci6crtLtic ,"Eiociety.. , " '

3 ~ The se ' :dghts ;'~ndfre~don{s imdy in no case"be' exe~c:fs~db'ontrary

to the :purposes and ~'r'indipJ.es':'bf the'United N'dtl'ons. :
" I, '.... , ' .. ''.' 1i:rtic'le 31' ..,

'Nothirlg in 'tliis Declaration rhci,y:"-ffi: interpreted ;t:!.i;(:implying fo'r ,any

State, grou~ or person any right toengag6 in any'activity or to pGrforn

any act aiIDGQ at the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set

forth herein.
. : .- '. ~

c' '. :'..,-i·

',. ~. .

',f. ', •.
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B

Resolution relating to· the ri~,~f :petition

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING that the right of :petition is an essential human right

as is recognized in the constitution of Et great number of countries,

HAVING CONSIDERED the draft article on petitions in document

A/e. 3/306 and the amendments offered thereto by Cuba and Frap.:C,"e,

DECIDES not to take any action on this matter at the present

sessionj

BEQUESTS the Economic and Social Council to ask the Commission on

Human Rights to givG further examination to the problem of petitions

when stUdying the draft Covenant on Human Rights and neasures of

implementation, in order to enab~e the General Assembly to consider

. what ~'urther action, if. ani,' should be taken at its next regular session

regarding the problem of pe~itions.

C

Resolution relating to the fate of minorities

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING that the United Nations cannot remain indifferent to

the fate of minorities,

CONSIDERING that it is difficult to adopt a uniform solution of

this complex and delicate Quostion, which has special aspects in each

State in which it arises,

CONSIDERING the universal character of the Declaration of

Human Rights,

DECIDES not to' deal in a specific pr.ovision with the question of

minorities in the text of this D6clarationj

REFERS to the Economic and Social Council the texts submitted by

the delegations of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Yugoslavia

and Denmark on this subject contained in document A/C.3/307/Rev.2 and

request~ the Council to ask the Commission on Human Rights and the

Sub-Oommission on the Prevention of Discrimination and the Protection

of Minorities to make a thorough study of the problem of minorities in

order that the United Nations may be able to take effective measures

for the protection of racial, national, religious or linguistic
"~'.

minorities.

dd /D.
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Besolution relating to publicity to be giyen to the UniYersal.
Declaration of aumanRights
..' to" J

TEE . GEl.'lERAL :ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING that the~Option of the Unive~sal Declaratio~ of Human
iI ... .~

Rights is Clf- historic act ~'d.ea}r,~~~ (;ci~€!olidate world peace through the

contribu;tion of the Urd.tt;){l ~r~l;~(;ns~!'J;i'2:NJ,.i the liberation of ind.ividuals

from ,the unjustified opprea.i~ and con8~t to which they are too often
. ,.l' . ';'.

subjected,

CONSIDERrN<1 that' the text of' the ".D€i c~iYion should be disseminated.

amo~ all peoples throu.ghout the woa:ld;
. .;' \' . .

1. <RECO~ Governmtmta of Menib-a.:t:"',Sta"tes to show their adherence

to Artiqle 56 o'f 'the- Charter by using every means within their power

sole~y to publicize the text of the Declaration and. to cause it to be
, ,

disseminated, displayed) read and expounded ~rincipally in sohools and

other educational institutions, without distinction based on the political

statu8 of countries or territories;

2. BEQUESTS the Secretary-General to have this Declara.tion widely

disseminated and, to that end) to publ:Ls!l and d.istribute tex.ts, not only in

the official languages l but also) using every ~eans ,at his disposal, in

all la.nguag,3s possible;

3. INVITES the specialized agencie8 and non-governmental organizations

of the world to do their utmost to bring this Decla~ation to tho attention

of their members.

E

ResolutIon rel:-:ting ''';0 -the prellare"cion of a draft Covenant and

draft i:J10aSUl'es of' :tIL~p~.ementation

THE GE1~ ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING th8~ the plan of work of the Commission on Human'Right$

provides for an Internationol nill offiuman Rights) to :l.nclude a Declaration,

a Oovenant on Human Rights and. measures 0:: implem9ntation,

REQUESTS the Economic ~nd Social Council to ask the Commission on
, Human Rights to oontinue to gl.ve priority in its 'Work to the preparation

of' a draft Covenant on Ru.man Rights and draft measures of im;plementation.
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