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The meeting was c a l l e d to order at 10,45 a«m« 

ADOPTION OP THE DRAFT REPORT OF THE THIRTY-FOURTH SESSION (agenda item I4) 
(KCR/EC/XXXIV/CRP.l to l l ) • 

Iv The CHAIRMAN sa i d that some observers had requested that the text of the 
draft report should be made available to them before i t s consideration, . That 
practice had not been fblldwed i n the past, but i t should be i n fut-ure because 
i t was qviite normal that observers should have time to study the passages 
r e l a t i n g to the statements they had made. The Bureau would look into that matter 
to ensure that no such problem arose i n future, 

2^ №0 KONATE (Observer for Senegal) said he hoped that the Executive Committee 
would take a decision on the matter to which the Chairman had j u s t r eferred. He 
v/ondered whether the Committee's ru l e s of procedure allowed discrimination against 
observers i n the d i s t r i b u t i o n of documents, . Observer delegations had come from 
distant countries and were keenly interested i n some aspects of the problems dealt 
vrith by the Committee, His own coiintry's delegation had wished to follow the 
problem which concerned i t s Government and had been disappointed at not r e c e i v i n g 
the draft report, whose di s t r i b u t i o n was apparently r e s t r i c t e d . That practice 
seemed to be peculiar to UNHCR. I t should be•changed i n order to-'allow observers 
-';o p a r t i c i p a t e . 

5» The СНАШМАи assured the representative of Senegal that, i n futiire, 
arranadamente would be made to ensure that observers received the draft report 
i n tjmo so that they could participate i n the discussion of matters of concern 
to them, 

4= ?:Ar.o. KONATE (Observer for Senegal) said that observers could not pa r t i c i p a t e 
i n the discussions without the relevant documentation» that question should 
therefore be s e t t l e d at once. 

5, !•£>:. МА.ТЖО (United Republic of Tanzania) said i t was also h i s view that 
observers could not pa r t i c i p a t e i n the discussions unless they had the necessary 
docvimentation. The representative of S e n e ^ l had asked whether there were any 
rules that prevented the documentation from being distributed. That problem was 
CI pr.rticular concern to the representatives of national l i b e r a t i o n movements, who 
must be able to see what had been said i n the Executive Committee, even i f they 
were not e n t i t l e d to participate i n i t s decisions. The Chairman should take a 
decision on the matter. 

6. The СНАШ1ЗД said that the s e c r e t a r i a t would immediately make copies of the... 
draft report available to observers. He was sure that the members of the 
Executive Committee would have no objection. 

7- >Ir, KONATE (Observer for Senegal) said that, although he was partly-
s a t i s f i e d by the Chairman's statement, he would l i k e some further explanations', 
namely, as to whether-or. Hot therejexisted, a practice or text ..which prevented 
documents from being distributed to observers and, i f so, whether i t would be 
necessary to amend a text of the Executive Committee i n order to take a decision 
such as the one referred to by the Chairman, 

8. The С Н А Ш Ш Т r e p l i e d that no such rule existed. U n t i l now, the draft report 
had been distributed only to members of the Committee simply because of a 
t r a d i t i o n based on the idea that the report was the Committee's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 
Observers wovild henceforth receive the draft report so that they would be able 
to comment on the passages r e l a t i n g to t h e i r statements. 
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9. Mr. KONATE (Observer for Senegal) said that, i n general, the 
Executive Coimnittee should c l e a r l y define the status of observers, the status of 
the docxunentation which the Committee had before i t and the nature of i t s plenary 
meetings. 

10. The CHAIRMAN requested the s e c r e t a r i a t to prepare a reply to the questions 
j u s t raisedf the Committee would restune i t s discussion of those points during 
i t s further consideration of the draft report. 

11. Mrs. gSLIER ( A u s t r a l i a ) , Rapporteur, said that the f i r s t sentence of 
paragraph 8 of section VI on UNHCR's role i n promoting dixrable solutions 
(HCR/EC/XXXIV/CRP.3) had been amended to read; " I t was proposed by one delegate 
that there be established within UNHCR a separate d i v i s i o n or unit entrusted with 
the co-ordination of the pursuit and promotion of durable solutions". I n 
paragraph 7 of section V I I on UNHCR assistance a c t i v i t i e s (KCR/EC/XXXIV/CRP.4), 
the beginning of the s i x t h sentence had been amended to read: "The representative 
of Morocco referred to previous decisions of the Executive Committee c a l l i n g for 
the promotion of durable solutions ..."; minor drafting changes had been made i n 
the French text of the ninth sentence5 i n the l a s t sentence, the words "with the 
Algerian a u t h o r i t i e s " had been added a f t e r the word "discuss". Two fiorther 
paragraphs would be inserted to r e f l e c t the statements made dixring the debate on 
the resettlement of refugees by the Director of Assistance and one delegation. 

12. The CHAIRMAN inv i t e d the members of the Executive Committee to adopt the 
Committee's draft report section by section and paragraph by paragraph. 

Section I - Introduction (HCR/EC/XXXIV/CRP.I) 

Paragraph 1 

13. Paragraph 1 was adopted. 

Paragraph 2 

14. Mr. KHARMA (Lebanon), noting that paragraph 2 related to a statement made 
by h i s delegation, proposed that the t h i r d sentence should be amended to read: 
"There was also a need to look at the relationship between job c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
and job descriptions undertaken by the Office i n the l i g h t of the report-by the 
Administrative Management Service and the consensus paper and at the job 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n and post-by-post analysis tmdertaken by the administrative and 
financia,l services of the Secretary-General i n accordance with the reconmendations 
of ACABQ,, as well as a need to undertake such an analysis for the apportionment 
of costs process. Both procedures should ultimately be i n l i n e . On the 
apportionment of administrative costs bet\ieen the regular budget and voluntary 
funds, i t was important for the Executive Committee members to maintain t h e i r 
supportive position i n the Committee and i n the General Assembly, i n compliance 
with a r t i c l e 10 of the Statute and according to previovis decisions of the 
Executive Committee". 

15. Paragraph 2. as amended, was adopted. 
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Paragraphs 5 to 8 

16. Mr. PICTET (Switzerland) said that reference should be made to the participation 
of non-governmental organizations and the Red Cross. 

17. Mrs. FELLER ( A u s t r a l i a ) , Rapporteur, assured the Swiss representative that such 
a reference would be included. 

Paragraphs 9 to 13 

18. Paragraphs 9 to 13 were adopted. 

19. Section I , as a whole,, as amended, vjaa adopted.-

Section I I - General,debate (HCR/EC/XXXIV/CRP.2/fiey, 1) 

Paragraphs 1 to 12 

20. Paragraphs 1 to 12 were adopted. 

Paragraph 13 

21. Mr. LUNA (Colombia) ^.uggeated that, in .the f i f t h line,., the words "immigration 
controls" should be replaced by the words "immigration laws" and that the words 
"the possible negative impact of t h i s pp" i n the tenth,.and eleventh l i n e s should^be 
replaced by the word3 "the .problem .thii^! .creates for"* 

22. Paragraph 13, as amended, was adopted. 

Paragraphs 14 to 18 

23. Paragraphs I4 to I 8 were adopted. 

Paragraph 19 

24. Mr. BECK (United States of America) suggested that, i n the ninth l i n e , the 
words " p a r t i c u l a r l y UNDP and" should be. added aft e r the word "system". 

25. Mr. TRAUTTMANSDORFF (Austria) proposed that the following new sentence should 
be added at the end of the paragraph: "The importance of spec i a l programmes i n the 
grey area between refugee aid and development assistance was also stressed". 

26. Mr. HELDRING (Netherlands) requested that the words "by one speaker" should be 
added at the end of the sentence proposed by the representative of Austria. 

27. Mr. CURCIO ( I t a l y ) suggested that, i n the seventh l i n e , the words "from the 
outset" should be added a f t e r the word "co-ordinated". I n the ninth l i n e , the 
word "also" should be deleted, as i t was obvious that those programmes benefited 
refugees. 

28. Mr. PICTET (Switzerland) said i t was obvious that the sentence i n question 
referred to refugee programmes. To make i t s meaning cl e a r e r , the words "programmes 
also benefiting refugees" should be replaced by the words "programmes also 
benefiting l o c a l populations". 

http://-creat.es
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29. Мгз".' FELLER ,( Australáa)Rapporteur, suggested that the amendment proposed by 
the representative of Switzerland should be retained. 

30. Paragraph 19> as amended, was adopted. 

Paragraphs 20 to 23 

31. -Paragraphs. 20 to 23 were adopted.. 

Paragraph 26 . 

32. Mr.'' TRAUTTMANSDQRFF (Austria) sugigsi^ecl that, i n the thi r d sentence, the word 
"condemn"•Should be replaced by.the words "help to prevent". 

33. Mr. MATIKO (United Republic of. Tanzania) suggested that the word "condemn" 
should beretalned:.and followed by the words "and help to prevent". 

34- Paragraph 26, as amended by the representatives of Austria and the 
United •Républic of Tanzania, was adopted. 

Paragraph 27 

35. Mr. MATIKO (United Republic of.Tanzania) proposed that, i n the third l i n e , 
the words "military and/or armed" should .be added before'the word "attacks". 

36. Mrs. KSENTINI ,0Algeria). said..that^. in her view, i t would be better to amend 
the f i r s t sentence by placing a fu l l - s t o p a f t e r the wiordà "refugee-,camps and 
settlements" and adding a new sentence, which would read:- "They reaffirmed that. 
m i l i t a r y and armed attacks on refugee settlements were u n j u s t i f i e d under any 
circumstances and should be prohibited and condemned unreservedly". 

37. Mr¿- HELDRING (Netherlands) suggested that the words "and emphasized that 
UNHCR should have access to such camps" should be added at the end of the th i r d 
sentence. 

38. Paragraph - 27, as amended, was adopted. 

Paragraph : 28 

39. Mr. ZAHIRNIA (Iran) requested that, in order to r e f l e c t one aspect of the 
debate, the following .sentence should be added a f t e r the f i r s t sentence: "Many 
speakers expressed support for the draft principles, oh•the prohibition of mil i t a r y 
attacks". • * ' ' <: 

40. Mrs. FELLER ( A u s t r a l i a ) , Rapporteur,-suggested'that the ..amendment proposed 
by the representative of Iran might be worded in the following way: "Many 
delegations expressed support for the draft principles which had been the basis. .. 
for the consideration, of the question by the Sub-Committee of the Whole on 
International-Protection". 
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41. Mr. TRAUTTMANSDORFF ( A u s t r i a ) proposed t h a t the words "and take adequately 
i n t o account the terras o f r e f e r e n c e of the E x e c u t i v e Committee" should be added 
a t the end of the l a s t s e ntence. 

42. Paragraph 28, as amended, was adopted. 

Paragraphs 29 to 36 

43. Mr. BECK (United S t a t e s of America) proposed t h a t the f o l l o w i n g new paragraph 
should be added in the ap p r o p r i a t e p l a c e i n t h a t p a r t of the d r a f t r e p o r t : 
"One.delegation s t r e s s e d the g r e a t importance of mutually r e i n f o r c i n g the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p between p r o t e c t i o n and a s s i s t a n c e . That d e l e g a t i o n supporfced fche 
work fco dafce of fche UNHCR Emergency U n i t and c a l l e d on UNHCR fco be prepared fco 
a c t immediafcely i n emergency sifcuafcions fco provide fche infcernafcional communifcy 
promptly wifch p r o f e s s i o n a l and accurafce assessmenfcs of fche scope o f problems and 
fche exfcenfc of fc^^e assisfcance r e q u i r e d . Thafc delegafcion a l s o suggesfced fchafc 
UNHCR r e g u l a r i z e ifcs i n i f c i a l emergency response sfcrucfcure and esfcablish p r i o r 
g u i d e l i n e s on hew fcha sfcrucfcure relafces fco ofcher UNHCR o f f i c e s afc headquarfcers 
and i n the f i e l d , UNHCR's acfcion fco creafce a S p e c i a l i s f c Supporfc Unifc i n fche 
A s s i s t a n c e Di.vision was sfcrongly commended and fche hope was expressed fchafc fche 
e x p e r t i s e ava.liable i n thafc U n i t would be a p p l i e d fco a l l aspecfcs of UNHCR's work 
i n responding fco emergencies". 

44. Mrs. FELLER (Ausfcraliá), Rapporfceur, suggesfced fchafc fche proposed new • 
paragraph should be inserfced befcween paragraphs 31 and 32. 

45• Paragraphs 29 fco 56, as w e l l as fche new paragraph proposed by fche, 
Unifced Sfcafces delegafcion., were adopfced. 

Paragraph 57 

46. Mr. BAKWESÉ'GHA (Observer f o r fche Organizafcion of A f r i c a n Unifcy) r e c a l l e d 
fchafc, during the debafce, he had drawn a disfcincfcion befcween A f r i c a n counfcries 
which r e c e i v e d a l a r g e number of refugees and ofchers which r e c e i v e d s m a l l e r 
numbers,, bufc whose problems were compounded by milifcary afcfcacks. He had 
raenfcioned fche case of Lesofcho and hoped fchafc ifc would be reflecfced i n fche reporfc. 
To fchafc end. he requesfced fchafc fche f o l l o w i n g senfcence should be added affcer fche ' 
f i r s f c senfcence of paragraph 37; "He a l s o made r e f e r e n c e fco fche complex refugee 
sifcuafcion o b t a i n i n g i n Lesofc-ho as a resulfc o f fche massacre o f innocenfc people by 
Soufch Af.!'ica on 19 December 1982". 

47' Mr. PHAMOTSE (Observer f o r Lesofcho) s a i d fchafc he supporfced fche amendmenfc 
proposed by fche observer f o r OAU. 

48. Paragraph 57» as amended, was adopfced» 

Paragraph 58 

49. Mr. MATIKO (Unifced Republic of Tanzania) proposed fchafc, i n fche fchird l i n e , 
the words "of Namibia" should be added affcer fche acronym "(SWAPO)" and fchafc, i n 
fche sixfch l i n e , fche words "by Soufch A f r i c a " should be added affcer fche words 
"milifcary afcfcacks". 

50- Mr. NAHOLO (Observer f o r the South West A f r i c a People's O r g a n i z a t i o n ) 
supported t h a t amendment. 
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51. Mr;::MATÏKO (United Republic o f Tanzania) .also proposed t h a t the words "and 
of appeals to the High Çoraraissioner f o r more humanitarian m a t e r i a l a s s i s t a n c e " 
should be: added a t the end of the f i r s t s entence. 

52. Paragraph 3Q> as amended, was adopted. 

Paragraphs 39 t ^ 4-2 

53. Paragraphs 39 to 42: were adopted. 

54. Mr. PHONNA (Observer f o r bemocratic Kampuchea) s a i d t h a t he would propose a 
new paragraph to be i n s e r t e d between paragraphs 42 and 43-

Paragraph 43 ( D r a f t d e c i s i o n s ) 

55. Mr. SADLEIR ( A u s t r a l i a ) suggested that ( J i n subparagraph ( e ) , a comma should 
be placed a f t e r the words "a l a r g e number of re f u g e e s " , which should be followed 
by the words "expressed i t s a p p r e c i a t i o n to them f o r t h e i r v a l u a b l e humanitarian 
responses and r e a f f i r m e d 

56. Paragraph 43» as amended, was adopted. 

57. S e c t i o n I I of the d r a f t r e p o r t concerning the g e n e r a l debate 
(HCR/EC/XXXIV/CRP.2/Rev.1). as a whole, as amended, was adopted, s u b j e c t t o the 
i n s e r t i o n of a new paragraph, as requested by the observer f o r Kampuchea. 

S e c t i o n VI - UNHCR's r o l e i n promoting d u r a b l e . s o l u t i o n s (HCR/EC/XXXIV/CRP.3) 

Paragraphs 1 to 4 

53. Paragraphs 1 to 4 were adopted. 

Paragraph 5 

59. Mr. HELDRING (Netherlands) s a i d t h a t , In the s i x t h l i n e , i t would be b e t t e r 
to use the words "a fund ..." r a t h e r than the words "The Fund f o r Durable 
S o l u t i o n s " because he did not think t h a t such a fund had y e t been e s t a b l i s h e d . 

60. Mrs. FELLER ( A u s t r a l i a ) , Rapporteur, s a i d t h a t UNHCR had a l r e a d y e s t a b l i s h e d 
a fund f o r durable s o l u t i o n s , to which some Governments, i n c l u d i n g her own, had 
c o n t r i b u t e d . The use of the d e f i n i t e a r t i c l e was t h e r e f o r e J u s t i f i e d , whatever 
the f u t u r e o f t h a t fund might be. " 

61. Paragraph 5 was adopted. 

Paragraph 6 

62. Mr. TAFFAR ( A l g e r i a ) suggested t h a t the f i r s t sentence should s p e c i f y t h a t 
v o l u n t a r y r e p a t r i a t i o n , "where p o s s i b l e , " w a s , g e n e r a l l y the most e f f e c t i v e and the 
p r e f e r a b l e durable s o l u t i o n and t h a t the f o l l o w i n g new sentence should be added 
a f t e r the t h i r d sentence: " I t was pointed out, however, t h a t , pending a durable 
s o l u t i o n , i t was UNHCR's duty.to continue i t s a s s i s t a n c e t o refug e e s , e s p e c i a l l y 
by promoting s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y " . The next sentence should begin with the words 
" S e v e r a l d e l e g a t e s ..." i n s t e a d of the words "One d e l e g a t e " . 
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63. In view of,-the objections expressed by Mr. KHARMA (Lebanon) and Mr. CHRAIBI 
(Morocco).,, Mr. TAFFAR; (Algeria), supported by Mr. MATIKO (United Republic of 
Tanzania), agreed that h i s amendment should be changed to read: " I t was nevertheless 
pointed out by tvro speakers that, pending a durable solution, i t was UNHCR's duty 
to continue to provide appropriate assistance to refugees". 

64. Paragraph 6, as amended by the representative of Algeria, was adopted. 

65. The CHAIRMAN referring to the discussion concerning the dis t r i b u t i o n of 
documentation to observers, said that the secrétariat had been able to produce moré 
copies of the draft report and had j u s t distributed them to a l l observers. 

Paragraph 7 

66. Mr. TAFFAR (Algeria) suggested that the following new second sentence should 
be added: "One delegation stressed that, in refugee situations due to colonial or 
foreign occupation,,-the. ivoiuntary repatriation of refugees was linked to an over- a l l 
p o l i t i c a l solution"., 

67. Mr. SATO (Japan) pointed out that, since h i s delegation had made the statements 
reflected in the l a s t two sentences of paragrpiph 7» the l a s t sentence should begin 
with the words "The same delegate 

68. Paragraph , 7 > as amended, . was; "Sdopted .¬

Paragraph 8 

69. Mrs. FELLER ( A u s t r a l i a ) , Rapporteur, referring" to the amendments to paragraph 8 
which she had read out at the beginning of the meeting, said the delegation of 
Morocco had requested that, i n the f i r s t sentence, the words "division'or" should be 
inserted between the word "separate" and the word " u n i t . T h a t deleg,ation had also 
requested that the words "and promotion" should bë"added aft e r the word "pursuit" i n 
the same sentence. 

70..r: Mr. MATIKO (United Republic of Tanzania) said that he could not agree to the 
establishment of a separate,, div i s i o n for durable solutions.,^ 

71. After Mr. CHRAIBI (Morocco) had agreed to the deletion of the words "division 
o r " , r t h e CHAIRMAN suggested that only the words,, "and promotion" should be added to 
t h e ^ f i r s t .sentence. 

72. Paragraph 8, as amended, was adopted. 

Paragraph 9 

73. Paragraph 9 was adopted. 

Paragraph 10 

74. Mr. SADLEIR, (Australia) proposed the addition of the following new , 
subparagraph .(a): "noted with concern the decline during the previous decade of 
the percentage of tb^..High Commissioner's programmes geared towards durable 
solutions"; the present subparagraphs would be- renumbered accordingly. 
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Subparagraphs (a) t o (с) 

75. Mr. LAOHAPHAN (Thailand) requested t h a t , i n subparagraph ( c ) , the words "to 
the v o l u n t a r y r e p a t r i a t i o n or i n t e g r a t i o n " should be replaced by the words "t o the 
vo l u n t a r y r e p a t r i a t i o n , i n t e g r a t i o n or rese t t l e m e n t " . 

76. Subparagraph ( c ) , as amended, was adopted. 

Subparagraph (d) 

77. Subparagraph (d) was adopted. 

Subparagraph (e) 

78. Mr. HAMRA (Sudan) said t h a t , l i k e paragraph 8, subparagraph (e) should r e f e r 
t o the p u r s u i t and promotion o f durable s o l u t i o n s and t o the establishment of a 
separate u n i t f o r t h a t purpose. 

79. The CHAIRMAN said the Committee would complete i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f se c t i o n VI 
of the d r a f t r e p o r t a t the next meeting. 

The meeting rose a t 1.15 p.m. 


