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I. INTRODUCT ION

1. At its thirty-fourth session, the General Assembly decided to maintain the
Committee to Review United Nations Public Information Policies and Pctivities,
established under Assembly resolution 33/115 of 18 December 1978, which would be
known as the Committee on Information, and to increase its membership from 41
to 66. In its resolution 34/182 of 1'8 December 1979, the Assembly requested the
Committee on Information:

"(~) Tb continue to examine united Nations public information policies
and activities, in the light of the evolution of international relations,
particularly during the past two decades, and of the imperatives of the
establishment of the new international economic order and of a new world
information and communication order;

11 (b) To evaluate and follow up the efforts made and the progress
achieved by the united Nations system in the field of information and
communications;

"(£) _Tb promote the establishment of a new, more just and more effective
world information and communication order intended to strengthen peace and
~nternational understanding and based on the free circulation and wider and
better balanced dissemination of information and to make recommendations
thereon to the General Assembly)"

and requested the Committee on Information and the Secretary-General to report to
the Assembly a t its thirty-fifth session.

2. At its thirty-fifth session, the General Assembly e~ressed its satisfaction
with the work of the Committee on Information, approved the report of the Committee
and the recommendations of its Ad Hoc Working Group, !I reaffirmed the mandate
given to the Committee in Assembly resolution 34/182, decided to increase the
membership of the Committee from 66 to 67 and requested the Committee to report to
the Assembly at its thirty-sixth session (resolution 35/201). 'lhe Committee on
Information agreed, at its organizational session in 1980, that the principle of
geograp-lical rotation. would be applied to all the officers of the Committee and
that this principle would be applied for two years.

3. At its thirty-sixth session, the General Assembly expressed its satisfaction
with the work of the Committee on Information, approved the report of the Committee
and its recommendations, 2/ reaffirmed the mandate given to the Committee in
resolution 34/182 and requested the Committee to report to the Assembly at its
thirty-seventh session (resolution 36/149 B) •

4. At its thirty-seventh session, the General Assembly expressed its satisfaction
with the work of the Committee on Information, approved the report of the Committee
and all its recommendations 11 and urged their full implementation, reaffirmed the
mandate given to the Committee in resolution 34/182 and requested the Committee to
report to the Assembly at its thirty-eighth session (resolution 37/94 B).

5. 'lhe Committee is composed of the following Member States:
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Algeria
Argentina
Bangladesh
Belgium
Benin
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burundi
O1ile
COlombia
Congo
Costa Rica
OJba
Cyprus
Denmark
Ecuador
BIYPt
El Salvador
Ethiopia
Finland
France
German Democratic Republic
Germany, Federal Republic of
Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Q1inea
Guyana
India
Indonesia
Italy
Ivory Coast
Japan
Jordan

Kenya
Lebanon
Mongolia
Morocco
Netherlands
Niger
Nigeria
Pakistan
Peru
Philippines
R>land
Portugal
a>mania
Singapore
Somalia
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Syrian Arab Republic
Togo
Trinidad and 'lbbago
Tunisia
'1\1rkey.
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
thion of SOviet Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland
united Republic of Tanzania
thited States of America
Venezuela
Viet. Nam
Yemen
Yugoslavia
Zaire

I l
I

L

6. '!he Conunittee held its organizational session on 28 and 29 March 1983 and its
substantive session, the fifth session of the Committee, from 20 June to
8 July 1983.
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!I. ORGANIZATION..~SESSION

A. Opening of the session

7. The Committee held its organizational session at Uniterl Nations Headquarters
on 28 and 29 Mal::.:;h 1983. It held two meetings.

B. Election of officers for 1983-1984

8. In accordance with the agreement of the Committee at its organizational
session in 1980, the Cbmmittee unanimously elected the following officers for the
period 1983-1984:

Chairman: Mr. Luis Moreno-Salcedo (Philippines)

ic
cs
nd

3 and its

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. Mlguel A. Albornoz (ECuador)
Mr. Rachid Lahlou (Morocco)
Mr. ~villi Schlegel (C'.erman Democratic Republic)

Rapporteur: Mr. Mario Bondioli Osio (Italy)

C. Organization of work of the Committee

9. The Committee agreed to a proposed ~ist of questions to be considered by the
Cb~ittee, which formed the basis of the agenda of the sUbstantive session:

I. TO continue to examine Unit~d Nations public information policies and
activities, in the light of the evolution of international relations,
particularly during the past two rlecades, and of the imperatives of the
establishment of the new international economic order and of a new world
information and communication order

Priorities and programmes of the Department of Public Information in this area
include:

l(a) Implementation of the recommendations of the Committee on Information,

(b) Report to the General Assembly on the implementation of the
recommendations of the Committee on Information,

2. Co-operation betweGn the Department of Public Information and the pool
of Non-Aligned News Agencies, as well as with the regional news agencies
of developing countries,

3. Question of the acquisition of a United Nations communications satellite,
studying alternatives and analysing costs,

4. Question of the viability of a world-wide Uniterl Nations short-wave
network;

5. Various aspects of the regionalization of the Radio and Visual Servic~s

Division,



6. Enabling the African Unit to undertake programming at a meaningful level
in French and major regional languages,

7. Measures for the possible expansion of the Caribbean Radio Uni t so that
it may offer effective programming in French and other sub-regional
languages,

B. Maintenance and enhancement of the functions of the Middle East and
Arabic Radio Unit,

9. Ways and means to enhance the role of united Nations information centres
within the structure of the Department of Public Information,

10. Reports from United Nations information centres on their activities in
countries of concurrent jurisdiction,

11. Documented factual summary account of the coverage by widely
representative world media reviewing developments affecting the
Palestinian people from June to December 1982,

12. Development of systematic evaluation procedures for the activities of the
Department of Public Information,

13. Redressing the geographical imbalance in the staff of the Department of
Public Information,

14. Various aspects of the publication of Development Forum,

15. Public information activities in connection with the International Youth
Year.

11. ~ evaluate and follow up the efforts made and the progress achieved by the
United Nations system in the field of information and communications

1. Presentation of the report on public perceptions of the United Nations
system,

2. Progress report on the activities of the Joint United Nations Information
COmmittee.

3

4

5

13.
organi
its a

A.

I

Ill. TO promote the establishment of a new, more just and more effective world
information and communication order intended to strengthen peace and
international understanding and based on the free cifculation and wider and
better balanced dissemination of information:

1he organization, in close co-operation with the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), of a round table on a new world
information and communication order.

IV. Report of the Committee to the General A.ssembly at its thirty-eighth session.

10. It was decided by the Committee that oral reports will be presented regarding
those of the above sub-items for which written reports have not been prepared.

-4-

B. 2

I



Ill. SUBSTANTIVE SESSION

A. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work

11. The substantive session, the fifth held by the Committee on Information took
place at United Nations Headquarters from 20 June to 8 July 1983. '!he COmmittee
held 15 meetings.

12. At its opening meeting, the Committee adopted the following agenda
(A/AC.198/59/Rev.l):

1. Opening of the session.

2. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.

3. Statement of the Chairman.

4. COnsideration of substantive questions.

5. Adoption of the report of the Committee to the General Assembly at its
thirty-eighth session.

13. The Committee agreed, on the basis of the decision of the Committee at its
organizational session, that the consideration by the COmmittee of items 4 and 5 of
its agenda would proceed along the following schedule proposed by its officers:

A. 20 to 22 June

COnsideration of the following sub-items:

Item 4 (a) Promotion of the establishment of a new, more just and more
effective world information and communication order intended to
strengthen peace and international understanding and based on the
free circulation and wider and better balanced dissemination of
information,

(i) The organization, in close co-operation with UNESCO, of a
round table on a new world information and communication
order.

B. 23 to 28 June

Item 4 (b) COntinuation of examination of united Nations public information
policies and activities, in the light of the evolution of
international relations, particularly during the past two decades,
and of the imperatives of the establishment of the new
international economic order and of a new world information and
communication order:

(i)~. Implementation of the recommendations of the Committee on
Information,

b. Report to the General Assembly on the implementatio~of
the recommendations of the COmmittee on Information,

-5-
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(ii) Cb-operation between the Department of Public Information and
the Pool of Non-Aligned News hJenc':'es, as well as with the
regional news agencies of developing countriesJ

I

L

(iii) Question of the acquisition of a United Nations
communications satellite, studying alternatives and analysing
costs;

(iv) Question of the viability of a world-wide united Nations
short-wave network;

(v) Various aspects of the regiooqlization of the Radio and
Visual Services Division;

(vi) Enabling the African unit of the Radio Service to undertake
programming at a meaningful level in French and major
regional languages;

(vii) Measures for the possible expansion of the Caribbean Radio
Unit, so that it may offer effective programming in French
and other subregional lang~ages;

(viii) Maintenance and enhancement of the functions of the Middle
East and Arabic Radio UnitJ

(ix) Ways and means to enhance the role of United Nations
information centres within the structure of the Department of
Public Information;

(x) Reports from United Nations information centres on their
activities in countries of concurrent jurisdictionJ

(xi) Documented factual summary account of the coverage by widely
representative world media reviewing developments affecting
the Palestinian people from June to December 1982;

(xii) ~velopment of systematic evaluation procedures for the
activities of the Department of Public InformationJ

(xiii) Redressing the geographical imbalance in the staff of the
Department of Public Information;

(xiv) various aspects of the publication of Development Fbrumi

(xv) Public information activities in connection with the
International Youth Year.

c. 28 and 29 June

Item 4 (c) Evaluation and follow-up on the efforts made and the progress
achieved by the United Nations system in the field of information
and communications:

(i) Presentation of the teport on public perceptions of the
Uni ted Nations systemJ

-6-
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(ii) Progress report on the activities of the Joint United Nations
Information Committee.

D. 30 June to 4 JUly

Item 5. Drafting of the report of the Committee.

E. 5 July to 8 July

Item 5. Consideration and adoption of the report of the Committee.

14. The Committee decided to establish an open-ended working group consisting of
the officers of the Committee and the representatives of Argentina, Bangladesh,
Congo, Denmark, Jordan, Nigeria, the union of SOviet SOCialist Republics, the
United States of America, Venezuela and Yugoslavia.

15. 'Ibe following Member States took part in the session as observers:

Austria
canada
Cape Verde
Madagascar

Malaysia
Nicaragua
Sweden

The Holy See and the Palestine Liberation Organization also took part in the
session as observers.

16. In addition, representatives of the following bodies of the United Nations,
the specialized agencies and other organizations of the united Nations system
attended the session:

World Ebod Council (WFC)

United Nations C0nference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)

united l~tions Industr.ial Development Organization (UNlDO)

United Nations Centre for H~n Settlements (Habitat) (ONCHS)

united Nations Children's FUnd (UNICEF)

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

Office of the united Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near
East (UNRWA)

United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA)

International labour Organisation (ILO)

Food and Agriculture Or~tanization of the United Nations (FAO)

united Nations Qlucational, Scientific and CUltural Organization (UNESCO)
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World Health Organization (WHO)

world Bank

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

17. At the Connnittee' s 3rd meeting, the tJnder-Becretary-General for Public
Information annwnced the withdrawal of document A/AC.198/67 for editorial reasons.

18. At its 15th meeting, the Committee adopted by consensus its report and
recommendations to the Genera. Assembly (see sect. D, recommendations).

19. At the same meeting, the representative of Belgium made a statement on behalf
of some coontries of the western Group expressing the wish to be associated with
the qualifications made by the delegation of the United States of America in
respect of those recommendations which may have financial implications beyond the
level of existing resources.

B. Statement by the Chairman

20. The Chairman of the Committee on Information made a statement at the opening
meeting of the substantive session (see annex below) •
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C. Consideration of substantive questions

1. Promotion of the establishment of a new, more just and more
effective world information and communication order intended
to strengthen peace and international understanding and
based on the free circulation and wider and better ba. anced
dissemination of information

(Item 4 (a»

Item 4 (a) (i). 'Ibe organization, in close co-operation wi th UNESCD, of a round
table on a new world information and communication order

21. The Under-Secretary-General for Public Information made a statement at the
opening of the debate in which he sp0ke of some of the concrete steps the
Department of Public Information had undertaken in promoting a new world
information and communication order. They inclUded, for example, a seminar on the
subject being organized in co-operation with UNESCO at Innsbruck, Austria, the
Department's series of world mass media leaders' round tables, its training
progrannne for broadcasters and journal ists and the strengthening of tie s with the
~l of M>n-Aligned News Jlgencies. He explained that the Department had made
progress in organizing its work along thematic lines while, at the same time,
giving importance to producing material of a general nature about the Organization,
which was so important for a correct perception of its work. He saw the role of
the Department of Public Information as supplementary to the efforts of national
and other agencies of information. At the same time, it was also engaged in
positive information efforts of its own and, in some cases, was able to play a
catalytic role in stimulating the media to co-operate with the united Nations in
producing information programmes, as was the case with the consortium of television
organizations, An Agenda for a Small Planet. He emphasized that the Department
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adhered to objective reporting and faithfulness to facts as a principal guideline
for all its activities. It was also necessary for th~ Department to be positive
and pu~seful and, on occasion, promotional in its information programmes when the
mandates of the political bodies of the Organization called for it to do so. In
his remarks concerning United Nations information centres, he spoke of a new
function which had been given to them to follow and report on developments in
Member States which were relevant to the work of the United Nations and would
facilitate the responsibility of the Secretary-General under Article 99 of the
Charter of the United Nations. He outlined steps that had been taken to improve
the Department IS internal eval \El tion, its programming and planning, the
geographical balance in its staff, and linguistic balance in its production. ~e

Under-Secretary-General noted that the Joint United Nations Information Comndttee
(JUNIC) had considered the report on public perceptions of the United Nations
system!! at its April meeting in Vienna, as well as a draft proposal for a common
strategy for system-wide public information activities related to operational
activities for development. He also said JUNIC was moving forward from
co-ordination to joint programming on projects such as the Development Forum, the
World NeWspaper Supplement and the Non-Governmental Liaison Service.

22. Many delegations participated in the discussion of item 4, and stated or
clarified the positions of their Governments on a new, more just and more effective
world information and communication order and other issues pertaining to the
mandate of the Committee, as expressed in General Assembly resolution 34/182,
section 1, paragraph 2.

~3. Many delegations emphasized the increasing importance of information in the
conduct of international relations. They reiterated their commitment to the
establishment of a new, more just and more.effective world information and
communication order, based on the free circulation and wider and better balanced
dissemination of information and the urgent need to change the dependent status of
the developing countries in the field of information and communications, and aimed
at strengthening international peace and understanding, as an important element in
the efforts to establish a new world economic order. Many delegations stressed the
importance of a better balanced flow of information in the struggle for economic
and social development.

24. A number of delegations underlined the important role the mass media and
United Nations information activities would play in strengthening international
peace, easing tensions, curbing the arms race and promoting understanding among
peoples. Channels of information could be a powerful means for promoting human
rights and the abolition of racism and apartheid. Some delegations stressed the
importance of respect by the information media of the principle of non-interference
in the internal affairs of States and decried the use of radio for what they
characterized as unlawful propaganda offensives by some States against others.
They advocated the orientation of mass media towards understanding among peoples
and co-operation between States, and towards the extension of people I s knowledge by
true and unbiased information about facts.

25. Many delegatioi'ls reaffirmed the basic importance of the principles of freedom
of opinion, freedom of information and the free circulation of ideas and news
regardless of frontiers, which they characterized as basic human rights, in
conformity with article'l9 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as well as
the importance of freedom of the press. A number of delegations also expressed the
view that those freedoms must be tempered with responsibility and that each nation

-9-



l
I

L

~,--

should respect the right of every other nation to retain its own political system,
ideology, culture and national identity. Several delegations underlined the role
of the mass media in scrutinizing abuses of power, deplored the curtailment of the
free flow of information for political ends, such as censorship and arbitrary
expulsion of journalists, and stated their opposition to any form of State control
over journalists, as well as to the formulation of a code of conduct for their
activities. The need for journalists to have free access to information sources
was stressed.

26. A number of delegations pointed to the predominant role of Western new;
agencies and emphasized the urgent need to eliminate the dependent status of
developing countries and to strengthen their sovereignty in the field of
information and communication. Many delegations stated that efforts must be made
to bring about a better balanced flow of information, and that all nations would
benefit from a flow of information that was multidirectional, thus increasing
information from developing countries. Most delegations emphasized the importance
of having adequate and viable communications infrastructures in all nations, and
stressed the urgent need for the development of human resources and the improvement
of these infrastructures in developing countries. one delegation also referred to
the appearance of new forms of imperiali~m in the ~odern era of informatics and
called for the Committee on Information to be aware of this phenomenon.

27. Many delegations underlined the central role of UNESCO in promoting a new
world information and communication order, and expressed appreciation and support
for its International Programme for Development of Communications (IPDC). They
also favoured continuing and increased co-ordination between the United Nations,
UNESCO and other specialized agencies in the establishment of a new world
information and communicatlon order, as well as on various information matters.

28. Many delegations expressed their adherence to the provisions of the
Declaration of the Conference of Heads of state or Government of Non-Aligned
COuntries concerning information. Some delegations referred in their statements to
the Declaration on FUndamental Principles concerning the Contribution of the Mass
Media to Strengthening Peace and International Understanding, to the Promotion of
Human Rights and to. Countering Racialism, Apartheid and Incitement to War, il
adopted by UNESCO in 1978, and stressed the need to express support for this
important document. They drew attention to the passages relating to information in
the Political Declaration of the States Parties to the Warsaw Treaty, §/ adopted in
January 1983, stressing that it called for the dissemination of truthful
information and condemned the use of the ~ass media for spreading falsehoods,
militarist propaganda and racism and chauvinism. Some delegations also emphasized
the importance of the International Convention concerning the Use of Broadcasting
in the Cause of Peace of 1936 71 and called upon all States to ratify it. Other
delegations recalled the princIples enshrined in the Final Act of the Conference on
security and Co-operation in Europe of 1975. y

29. Several delegations reiterated that the Department of Public Information
should structure its work around the priority areas which the General Assembly had
defined for the Committee on Information in it resolution 34/182, which included
international peace and security, disarmament, peace-keeping and peace-making
operations, decolonization, the promotion of human rights, the struggle against
apartheid and racial discrimination, economic, social and development issues, the
int~gration of women in the struggle for peace and development, the establishment
of the new international economic order and of a new world information and

-10-
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communication order, the work of the United Nations Council on Namibia, and
programmes on women and youth. Some delegations advocated that, if the Department
of Public Information were to work in a consistently effective manner, it would be
necessary for the Committee to establish an order to the priorities in terms of
their relative importance.

30. Some delegations suggested that the Department of Public Information produce
and dissemination ~re basic information explaining the structure, evolution and
organization of the United Nations so that the public would understand the premises
upon which it was based and the framework within which its activities were carried
out. A number of delegations pointed to the need to emphasized the economic and
social work of the United Nations system, which could serve to enhance the image of
the Organization. One delegation said the Department should undertake an effort to
promote an informed understanding of the work of the united Nations in the area of
international terrorism as this could constitute an effective means of combating it.

31. A number of delegations drew attention to World Communications Year and
encouraged support for the work of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU)
as the co-ordinating body for the activities undertaken with regard to it. It was
also suggested that the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations be an occasion
to focus attention on the Organization throughout the world. Some delegations
stated that the Department of Public Information should pay the requisite attention
to the role of youth in the world, particularly in view of International Youth Year
which would be celebrated in 1985.

32. Several delegations stated that the Department of Public Information should
always strive for the highest quality in its production and maintain standards of
impartiality and objectivity, reflecting divergencies of opinion where these
occurred.

33. Several delegations suggested more effective ev~uation of the work of the
Department of Public Information, including improved feedback analysis, and
stressed the importance of the Department's identifying target audiences. Some
delegations pointed to the need for greater co-ordination between the production
and dissemination of the Department's output. One delegation said the Department
should confine its activities to reporting and not engage in propaganda. Many
others stressed the promotional role assigned to the Department under the Charter
of the United Nations and relevant resolutions of the General Assembly with respect
to the most important issues before the Organization and the international
community.

34. Many delegations supported the round table for editors which the United
Nations was organizing, in close co-operation with UNESCO, at Innsbruck, Austria,
in September 1983, and the contribution it could make to a greater understanding of
the problems and aspirations of the developing countries with regard to a new world
information and communication order. A number of delegations expressed their
wishes for the success of the meeting and hoped that the level of participation and
the topics discussed would justify the expectations placed in the meeting.

35. Many delegations stressed that the co-operation between the Department of
Public Information and the Pool of Non-A! igned News Agencies, as well as with
regional news agencies of developing countries, constitutes a concrete step towards
a more just and equitable world flow of information, thus contributing to the
establishment of a new world information and communication order.

-11-



2. continuation of examination of united Nations public information
policies and activities in the light of the evolution of
international relations, particularly during the past two
decades, and of the imperatives of the establishment of the
new international information and communication order

(Item 4 (b»

Item 4 (b) (ii). Co-operation between the Department of Public Information and the
Pool of Non-Al igned News Agencies, as well as with the regional
news agencies of the developing countries

36. The Under-Secreta~-General for Public Information presented an oral report to
the COmmittee, in which he mentioned several concrete measures already taken to
strengthen co-operation between the Department of Public Information and the Pool
of Non-Aligned News Agencies, in accordance with recommendations of the COmmittee.

37. These included establishment of a direct electronic keyboard link between
United Nations Headquarters and the Pool, through a word processor which feeds
United Nations news dispatches by telephone line to the Tanjug satellite channel
between the United States and Belgrade, made available by the Tanjug News Agency
for communication of the Department of Public Information with the Pool. This
makes it possible to supply the FOol with news within minutes of its availability
at Headquarters. In this regard, some 10 to 15 daily dispatches in English, French
and Spanish are sent by the Department to the Pool and practically all of those
dispatches are retransmitted to the Pool's 84 client agencies, which in turn supply
their local and regional redisseminators with United Nations information.·

38. In addition, correspondents from developing countries have been invited by the
Department of Public Information to cover several international United Nations
COnferences in Vienna, Paris, Belgrade and Nairobi, and the Department has invited
four Pool correspondents (Burundi, COlombia, Kuwait and Zambia) to participate in
the current year's training programme for broadcasters and journalists which will
take place durin9 the forthcoming session of the General Assembly.

39. A large number of delegations welcomed the increased co-operation between the
Departmen of Public Information and the Pool. They stated that it ',,;as an important
step forward in the creation of a new world information and communication order.
One delegation, however, pointed out that, while expansion of the Pool was
encouraging, its output was still only about 40,000 words daily, as compared to
that of an established news agency, which was far greater.

40. A number of delegations emphasized the necessity of strengthening the training
programmes for journalists from the developing world. A suggestion was made that
the training period should be six weeks at Headquarters, rather than the present
seven weeks, with one week spent in one of the developing countries for the purpose
of acquainting themselves with the ways in which information on the united Nations
is received and utilized.

41. Other suggestions were that the Chairman of the Pool's Co-ordinating Group be
invited to attend sessions of the COmmittee on Information and that Pool
correspondents be invited to cover major united Nations Conferences.

-12-
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42. The Under-Secretary-General for Public Information emphasized that
co~peration between the Department and the :Ebol was no longer ad hoc, but a
regular, and everyday, affair with daily dispatches sent by a Professional staff
member in the Department. He found that the suggestion that the Department act as
a clearing house for information regarding non-aligned countries to be beyond its
mandate of providing infor.mation on United Nations activities. In respect of
increased training facilities for journalists from developing countries, he said
the Department would examine the feasibility of various suggestions, bearing in
mind possible additional cost for implementation.

Item 4 (b) (iii). Question of the acquisition of a United Nations communications
satellite, studying alternatives and analysing costs

43. A representative of the Office of General Services provided an oral summary of
an interim report on the item which had been prepared by consultants of the
International Telecommunication nnion. The interim report 'examined the technical
and financial implications of a single-satellite system serving North and South
America, Africa, the Middle East and Europe, as well as a two-satellite system
which would also cover Asia. The interim report concluded that the financing of
either alternative would involve major budgetary increases and would impinge on
other allocations. Other alternatives to a satellite system owned and operated by
the United Nations appeared preferable at the present stage, at least on financial
grounds. The final report was to be completed by 31 October 1983.

44. In the discussion, some delegations supported the views expressed in the
interim report. Other delegations fel t the concc:tJt of a United Nations satellite
also had political and cultural dimensions and should not be abandoned solely for
financial reasons. They criticized the report for being fragmentary and
tendenticus, and indicated that it was concerned with a satellite programme at the
service of the entire structure of information, informatics and telecommunications
of the United Nations, including the Secretariat and all the agencies of the
system. They asked that the study analyse the real possibilities of acquisition
and the various possibilities of financing. They called attention to the
difficulties which the United Nations has with reference to renting services on
existing systems. Still other delegations requested that the leasing of channels
on existing satellites should be explored as an alternative. SOme delegations felt
that the matter should be submitted to the Special Political Committee.

Item 4 (b) (iv). Question of the viability of a world-wide United Nations
short-wave network (AlAe.198/63)

45. Introducing the item, the Under-Secretary-General stressed the interim nature
of the report, with a final report to be submitted in 1984. A number of delegations
emphasized the importance which they attached to the possession by the United
Nations of its own short-wave network to enable it to fulfil its global mission,
and, meanwhile, to the renting of transmission time on a daily basis throughout the
year. It was suggested that Bahasa Malaysia should be included among the languages
of the Asian segment of the network. They emphasized the conclusions in document
A/AC.198/63 that a world-wide united Nations short-wave network from a technical
and legal point of view appears to be entirely feasible and viable. Other
delegations regarded the idea of a short-wave network owned and operated by the
United Nations as financially not realistic and questioned also the existence' of a
sufficient audience for such a network. It was requested that the final report in
1984 should compare the option of a United Nations network with that of renting
transmission time from national short-wave broadcasters, and that it should also
evaluate the relative effectiveness of short-wave broadcasts and taped programmes.
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Item 4 (b) (v). Various aspects of the regionalization ot the Radio and Visual
Services Division (A/AC.198/62)

46. Introducing the item, the Under-Secretary-General for Public Information
stated that the present separation between the Radio Service ana the Visual
Service, and within tne Visual Service between television production and film
production, should be maintain~d. At the same time, efforts should be made to
diversify further the output of regionally targeted television news magazines. It
was also reported to the Committee that responses to the regional magazines produced
in 1982 were in general qUite favourable, especially from French-speaking countries
in Africa and from Latin American countries. As far as the Arabic magazine was
concerned, its use by television organizations of the receiving countries was about
35 per cent. A survey was being conducted on the possibility of producing the
weekly television magazines in all the official languages throughout the year. The
Committee was informed that one clear indication of interest had come from Chinese
telev1sion. Reactions from other regions were still awaited.

47. Most representatives who spoke on the item agreed that a restructuring of the
Radio and Visual Services Division was not warranted by technical and professional
considerations and might even by counter-productive. Other delegations favoured,
in varying degrees, the introduction of audio-visual regional structural elements.
The view was also expressed that turther thought should be given to the matter at
some time in the tuture. A delegation called for the implementation of the
provisions of General Assembly resolutions 35/201 and 36/149 B, concerning the
regionalization of the Radio and Visual and Services ot the Department of Public
Information, and presented a series of proposals on this matter.

Item 4 (b) (vi). Enabling the African Unit of the kadio Service to undertake
programming at a meaningtul level in French and major regional
languages (A/AC.198/64)

48. The report on this item was introducted by the Under-Secretary-General for
Pub11c Information. In the discussion, there was wide support for strengthening
the programming capability of the African Unit, with parti~ular emphasis on
Portuguese and French. The view was also expressed that any redeployment of staff
to the African Unit should not reduce radio serV1ces to Europe. Some delegations
stressed the need for strengthening rather than weakening the European Unit. Other
delegations called for special attention to be given to the working conditions of
the Anti-Aparth~Programmes Section of the Radio Service.

Item 4 (b) (V11). Measures for the possible expansion of the Caribbean Radio Unit,
so that it may offer effective programming in French and other
subregional languages (A/AC.198/65)

49. Following the introduction of the report on this item by the Under-Secretary
General for Public Information, a number ot delegations supported the provision of
radiQ programming to the C4 ribbean in French/Creole and in Dutch/Papiamento at a
mean~ngful level.
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Visual Item 4 (b) (ix). Ways and means to enhance the role of United ~ations information
centres within the structure of the Department of PUblic
Information (A/AC.l98/6l)

51. A large number of delegations welcomed the document entitled "StUdy on ways
and means to enhance the role of the United Nations information centres within the
structure of the Department of Public Information" (AlAC.198/o1), and stressed the
important role of the centres as the most useful instruments of the Department of
Pub11C Information for dissemination of pUblic information on the United Nations.
Several delegations directed attention to the priority issues of t~e centres as
mandatee by the General Assembly, such as disarmament, peace and international
security, decolonization, the struggle aga1nst rac1al discrimination and apartheid,
Namibia, the implementation of human rights, and economic and social issues.

50. The item was introduced by the Under-Secretary-General for Public Information,
who referred to the importance which the Secretary-General and he, himself,
attached to the crucial role of the United Nations information centres. Special
reference was made to a new function to be 91ven to the centres arising from the
Secretary-General's responsibil1ties u jer the Charter of the United Nations.
Attention was given to the guiaance and aaministration of the centres through the
External Relations Division of the Department and espec1ally to the information
flow from Headquarters to the field and feedback from the field to New York.
Special consideration was also given to the question of staff resources and
equipment for the centres.
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52. Many delegations stressed the need for a more rational allocation of human and
financial resources in the Depa=tment of PUblic Information in order to increase
the effectiveness of the work of the information centres, Which should be examined,
in the view of some delegations, in an evaluation study by the Joint Ins~ection

Unit (JIU). Other aelegations, referring to a study that had been already prepared
and discussed by JIU on the work of the information centres, felt that restraint
should prevail in the requests for new surveys.

53. The necess1ty of a higher degree of operational flexib1lity of the work of the
centres and its better aajustment to local conditions were underlined by several
delegationsJ however, in the view 01 some other delegations, this should be
properly counterbalanced by the External Relations Division's central guidance.

54. Some delegations noted with appreciation the act1vities of the Department of
Public Information which were aimed at eager young people in order to familiarize
them with the main tasks of the United Nations. Special reference was made to the
graduate stUdent intern-programme and the education information programmes
conducted by the External Relations Division, in particular because of the cost
effectiveness in implementing those progra~es.

55. A number of delegations raised specific questions related to the reporting
system from the centres to Headquarters and stressed the need for streamlining and
simplifying the reporting demands by Headquarters.

56. The urgency to fill eX1sting vacancies 1n the posts of 1nformation centre
directors was expressed oy several delegations. However useful may be the
co-operation of the Department of Public Information with the United Nations
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Development Programme (UNDP) and other offices in the field, it should be the
policy of the Department, in the opinion of some delegations, to strengthen its own
position and to rely upon staff and of other offices only temporarily in order to
ensure the proper political and professional guidance of the information centres.
Many delegations expressed the view that the professional quality of the centre
directors should be improved. Some delegations stated their concern over the lack
of universality in the geographical representation at the level of directors'
posts. A stronger representation at tha t level of personnel from developing
countries was requested also in centres located in developed countries.

57. '!he delegation of Indonesia conveyed the invitation of its G::>vernment to the
Department of Public Information to establish an information centre in Jakarta. A
large number of delegations supported the establishment of such a centre.

58. One delegation and an observer stressed the need that the German Information
service in Vienna be adequately staffed.

59. One delegation underlined the excellent co-operation between the centre in
Prague and the German Democratic Republic.

60. The specific importance of the public information activities of the centres
was emphasized by several delegations in view of the changed public image of the
United Nations in certain countries. The information centres could play a crucial
role in redressing this situation through close co-operation with governmental and
non-governmental institutions, mass media, educators and all other constituencies,
whose support the Department of Public Information is requesting.

61. The Under-Secretary-General for Public Information recognized a diversity of
views with regard to the question whether to expand the network of information
centres. 'l'he limited resourCes of the Department do not permit establishing
centres in every country, but improvements should be possible through
redeploYment. As to the co-operation with UNDP, the Department would keep the
consideration in mind that it was not always appropriate to have a part-time centre
director. The Under-Secretary-General stated that he had noted the concerns
expressed by some delegations related to budgetary consideration, as well as those
expressed by others related to the need for sufficient resources for the centres.
Referring to the reporting systems from the centres to Headquarters, he stressed
the need for its streamlining and simplifying. With regard to the debate on the
degree of decentralization of the centres' network, the Under-Secretary-General
said that the United Nations Information Centres Manual, which gives substantive
guidance for directors, will be revised very soon. '!he necessary balance between
central guidance by the Department of Public Information and flexibility of the
centres will be mainta:i.ned. Action had been taken already by the Department to
establish the category of national information officers and to fill vacancies in
the posts of centre directors.

Item 4 (b) (xii). Development of systematic evaluation procedures for the
activities of the Department of Public Information (A/AC.19B/60)

62. Introducing document A/AC.19B/60, the Under-Secretary-General for Public
Information said that he could confidently state to the Committee that the
monitoring system of the Department of Public Information, initiated last yeaI:', was
working well and for the first time programme managers had, on a quarterly basis, a
com~ehensive and detailed picture of what was going on in the entire Department,
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including the information centres. Two quarterly reports had already been
produced. The next step was to determine which activ~t~es warranted internal
in-depth evaluation as env~saged in the second and third stages of the evaluation
process aescribed in document A/Ae.198/53.

63. The ~nder-Secretary-General also referred members of the Committee to the
Secretary-General's report to the Committee for Programme ana Co-ordination (CPC)
(E/AC.5l/l983/7). He welcomed the revort and the comments and recommendations to
be made by the Committee on Information, which wouia helv the Department of PUblic
Information in improving its work. On the questions of audience ta~geting,

distribution of ~nformation mater~als and their impact, he said that most materials
were intended for information redissem~nators, particularly the media and
non-governmental organizations. While efforts were made to produce materials for
specific audiences, for practical reasons SUCh mater~als would continue to be of
limited application because of limited resources and the diversity of audiences
world-wide. On the question of distribution, the Department needed to look
carefully into the situation. On the assessment of ena-users as well as the impact
of pUblic informat~on materials, he referred the members of the Committee to last
year's document (A/AC.198/r,3) and assured them that end-user's reactions would be
included wherever possible in future evaluation stuaies.

64. Most delegations expressed satisfaction with the initial steps taken by the
Department. They supported sustained continuation of monitoring and evaluation
efforts. Several representatives stressed the necessity for def~ning target
audiences.

65. SOme delegations felt that, parailel to the in-house Department of Public
Informat~on evaluation effort, the Jo~nt Inspection Unit should be asked to
undertake a linear evaluation of the products and performance of the Department
over a period of several years, basing its studies at least ~n part, on the data
tue Department would be collecting, and supplementing that data base from other and
~naependent sources as m~ght be reqUired. Some delegat~ons suggested that the
usefulness and effectiveness of the United Nations information centree should be a
SUbJect of evaluat~on.

66. A suggest10n was made that the newly established monitoring and evaluation
meChanisms should proviae accountability on the cost-effectiveness of public
info~mation materials.

67. Most delegations recognizea the need for clear definitions of goals for
evaluation. One delegat10n congratulated the Department for having begun
discussions with the computer services in order to facilitate the collection,
updating, retr~eval and analys~s of data. For the record, one delegation stated
that the Department was not being asked to evaluate the impact of its materials.
What was requested was information on whether the matp.rials were being utilized by
the targeted users.

68. The dispersal of information resources to other departments and offices, as
pointed out 1n paragraph 75 of the Secretary-General's report to CPC
(EVAC.5l/l983/7), was an issue suggested for further discussion by the Committee at
a later date.

69. In his response, the Under-Secretary-General assured the members of the
Committee that the Depa!. ".. 'lot would vigorously pursue the monitoring and evaluation
of its actiVities. The pxocedures were being streamlined and simp11tied, but would
nevertheless ensure that all necessary data would be sought 1n the revised forms.
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70. On the question of accountab1lity on cost-effect1veness of information
materials, the Under-Secretary-General said that current United Nations accounting
procedures did not allow for cost account1ng. He suggested that the matter should
be raised in an appropriate committee.

71. Regarding paragraph 75 of the report to CPC, the Under-Secretary-General
explained that, although the General Assembly had des1gnated the Department of
Public Information as the focal-point foe co-ordination and implementation of the
information activities of the United Nations, at the same time, the General
Assembly haa, and continued to provide, information functions and resources to
other departments and offices. While he assured the members of the Committee that
the Department would endeavour to maintain the focal role, the exercise of that
role had to be interpreted with due regard to the various mandates.

72. He told the Committee that every two year$ CPC rece1ved a progran~e

performance report from the Department. The next such report would cover the
biennium 1982-1983 and would be basea on the quarterly monitor1ng reports now being
prOduced. He suggested that the Committee m1ght wisn to receive that report.

73. Affirming tr.e Department's full co-operation wittl any external evaluators
Wh1cn the Committee or any other relevant intergovernmental body might request, he
nevertheless p01ntea out the need for the Committee to examine future evaluat10n
requests w1th a view to establishing some order, realistic expectations and clearly
defined Objectives.

Item 4 (b) (xih). Redressing the geographical imbalance in the staff of the
Department of Publ1c Information (A/AC.198/66)

:1
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74. In introducing the item, the Under-Secretary-General for Public Informatil:>n
noted that the Department nad nlade a concerted eftort, in co-operation with tia.~

Office of Personnel Services in response to General Assembly resolutions 35/201,
36/149 Band 3'1/94 li, to 1mprove the 3eographical composit10n of the staff of the
Department over the last three years. Althougn progress had been aChieved as
1ndicated in the report, he was aware of the need to continue his efforts in that
area.

75. Several delegations, while noting the improvement shown by the statist1cs
provided in the report, stressea the need for greater representation ~or developing
countries, especially at the senior levels. Others noted that the group of Eastern
European countries and the group of western European and other countries were
under-represented and emphasized the need fOl: adequate representation of those
groups. Still others stated that the Department shoula strive not only for balance
among nat10nalities but also for linguist1c balance.

Item 4 (b) (xv). Public information activities in connection with the
International Youth Year

76. In 1ntroduc1ng this item, the Under-Secretary-General for Public Information
recalled that the General Assembly had recommended that expenses related to
information activit1es for the Interuational Youtt. Year should be absorbed by the
regular budget of the Department of PUblic Information or funded from voluntary
contributions. The Oepartment was prepared to make all the necessary efforts to
that effect. There was, however, a limit to what could be undertaken within
available resources. The activities planned included a film on youth, a series of

-18-

Ite

79.
the
tha
to
had
per
con
joi
dup

80.
the
yea

\ 198
its
und
sug
pIa
inv
had
JUN
Apr'

I
i

L



radio programmes already in production, pamphlets and other printed materials. It
was hoped that additional funding which would permit other activities such as press
kits, newsletters, journalist encouhters and study tours would become available.

77. Many delegations agreed that International Youth Year was an important event
and that every effort should be made at the international, regional and national
levels to ensure that the Year would be a complete success. They commended the
Department for its preparation for specific action for the observances of the Year
and stressed that publicity for the Year and for the activities related to its
celebration should be as wide as possible. With~n the context of budgetary
restrictions, zeal and imagination should be exercised. In particular, the

:! Department should make full use of its facilities in New York and Vienna as well as
through the network of information centres.

78. A number of delegations stressed that the international community should
promote the training and encouragement of youth to take part in the. solution of the
world's problems and in furthering progress. International Youth Year would
therefore provide an excellent opportunity to educate youth about the united
Nations and its activities and would also provide the United Nations with an
opportunity to give greater attention to the role of youth itself in world affairs,
more specifically in development matters. They also stated that activities
concerning International Youth Year should remain a priority for thG Department.

3. Evaluation and follow-up on the efforts made and the progress
achieved by the united Nations system in the field of
information and communications

(Item 4 (c) )

Item 4 (b) (xiv). Various aspects of the publication of Development FOrum

79. In introducing the item, the Under-Secretary-General for Public Information,
the Chairman of the Joint United Nations Information Committee (JUNIC), stressed
that during the pe=iod under review JUNIC had remained very conscious of the need
to keep under close scrutiny its objectives, approaches and methods of work. It
had thus conducted major reviews of its activities in the sphere of the pUblic
perceptions of the United Nations system, as well as in the more narrowly defined
context of operational activities for development, in order to ensure that its
joint deliberations would produce complementarity of action and avoidance of
duplication.

80. The Under-Secretary-General recalled that the report on public perceptions of
the United Nations system (see A/AC.198/68), prepared by ~rnIC over the past two
years, was reviewed and given its final form at JUNIC's ninth session, held in
1982, and then submitted to the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (ACC) at
its third regular session of 1982. The report sought to analyse some of the
underlying causes of the present public view of the United Nations system,
suggested what role the information services of the United Nations system might
play in the circumstances and made specific proposals for follow-up action
involving a number of joint efforts on the part of the information services. AC~

had taken a decision on the report about which the Committee had been advised.
JUNIC had returned to the matter at its recently concluded tenth session, held in
April 1983 at Vienna. It considered again a number of the specific recommendations
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made in the report and concluded, in effect, that additional resources would not be
required to implement most of them. In those cases where additional resources did
seem necessary, JUNIC would be recommending to ACC that those proposals should not
be implemented at the present time.

81. At its tenth session, JUNIC also considered a preliminary report on the
implementation of ACC decision 1982/27, which called for consideration to be given
as to the feasibility of carrying out a special programme of pUblic information
activities in order to maximize public awareness of the valuable work being done by
the united Nations system in the area of operational acti,rities for development.
&nerging from this review was an agreement to undertake a common strategy for
system-wide public information activities related to development assistance but
within the context of existing resources on the basis of reordering, refocusing and
re-emphasizing current projects and activities. At the same time, JUNIC felt that
the recommendations contained in both the reports on public perceptions and on the
common strategy were clearly interrelated and decided that, in order to make a
coherent presentation to ACC and to the Committee on Information, and also later on
to facilitate implementation by JUNIC, a single synthesis paper should be
prepared. The synthesis paper wou] d link the JUNIC report on public perceptions of
the United Nations system and the draft common strategy report as reviewed at the
tenth session of JUNIC.

82. with regard to Development Forum, JUNIC had noted once again the importance of
long-term financing for the publication and recognized that new efforts should be
made to obtain commitments from the sponsors of Development Forum and from other
possible contributors.

83. On the basis of the recommendations of the Development Forum Project Group,
JUNIC had decided to transfer ~:evelopment Fbrum from Geneva to New York with effect
from January 1984. At the present stage, JUNIC had felt that that important step
should provide Development Fbrum with the opportunity to look forward to a more
assured budgetary situation at least during the forthcoming biennium.

Item 4 (c) (i) Presentation of the report on puhlic perceptions of the United
Nations system

84. During the course of the prolonged debate on the report on public perception
of the United Nations system (see A/AC.198/68), delegations expressed their views
concerning, in particular, its analyses and findings.

85. Many delegations stated that, on the whole, the report presented an accurate
picture of how the United Nations was perceived in today's world. They commerlded
the professional methodology used and analyses contained in the JUNIC report.. They
agreed with JUNIC that, because so much of United Nations economic and social
activities went unreported in the mass media, the developing countries, where the
effects of such activities were directly felt, had a more positive perception of
the United Nations than did other countries. They also recognized that there was a
sustained lack of adequate coverage and support of the United Nations by the mass
media and Governments of certain countries. The focus of future activity of the
United Nations information system must be to remedy this situation.

86. Several delegations were of the view that the analytical Gection of the report
on public perceptions contained a lack of balance that might harm the credibility
of the Organization itself. They considered it unsupported by facts and inaccurate
in many parts. In particular, they could not agree with the criticisms directed at
the mass media of one group of countries whose function, in any event, was not to
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rally support for the work of the United Nations system but to report on its

Clearly, the information activities of the United Nations had a role to play in

improving public perceptions. However, no miracle could be expected, and resources

for information activities would have to be allocated with prudence.

87. Other delegations said the report on public perceptions was thorough and

realistic in its depiction of the ways in which pUblic opinion was shaped in

different countries. Its conclusions were irrefutable. Part of the problem came

from the fact that political circles and the mass media in certain countries

referred to in the report did not wish to accept the progressive chnnges taking

place in the world and in the united Nations itself.

88. One delegation stated that the self-critical analysis in the report should be

beneficial and its recommendations were largely responsive to perceived

inadequacies. HOwever, the report created its own context which completely lacked

substance. Basic definitions and criteria were not clear. The COmmittee on

Information should not give it more consideration than it deserved.

89. Most representatives who spoke agreed with the report that it was natural for

international organizations to attract public scrutiny and criticism and that such

attention was inevitable and might even at times be beneficial. They commended the

report's frankness in acknowledging inadequacies in the public information

activities carried out by the united Nations system. They agreed in general with

the proposals concerning the role of the information services. '!be

recommmendations for future action received general support. However, it was

stressed t.ltat these recommendations should be implemented without involving

additional expenses from the regular budget of the United Nations.

90. A proposal was also made for the adoption by the COmmittee of a recommendation

appealing to all Member States to give wider and more objective dtssemination of

information on the activities of the United Nations.

Item 4 (c) (ii). Progress report on the activities of the Joint United Nations

Information Committee

91. A nun~e: of delegations expressed their satisfaction with the activities

undertaken by JUNIC, or under its auspices, as described in its progress report.

They stated once again that they considered JUNIC as an essential instrument for

inter-agency co-ordination in the field of public information. They stressed that

JUNIC should continue to place its emphasis on joint action and on long-term

planning and stressed that its activities should also be aimed at the establishment

of a new world information and communication order. Some delegations stressed the

fact that JUNIC should give more emphasis in its future activities to development

issues.

92. A number of delegations underlined once more the high quality of DevelOpment

Forum and stated that it should continue to be a joint publication of the United

Nations system, issue-oriented and independent in its outlook. They approved the

relocation of the Development Forum from Geneva to New York, but stressed that the

move should not affect the editorial independence of the publication. They

appealed to members of the COmmittee to give priority attention to the financial

situation of the publication in order to ensure its future on a sound basis.
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93. several delegations expressed appreciation for the work of the Non-Governmental
Liaison services in both New York and Geneva. In that connection, they referred to
the relev~nt parts of the JUNIC report on public perceptions of the United Nations
system and to the report on the activities of the Services. They supported the
JUNIC recommendations designed to ensure the continued support of the operations as
"test cases" depicting how members of th~ united Nations family co-operated. Taking
into account the important role the Services played, these delegations recommended
that expenditures for the Services should come from the regular budget of the
United Nations.

D. Recommendations

94. The Committee on Information submits the following recommendations, which were
adopted by consensus, to the General Assembly:

A. 1. The 43 recommendations of the Committee on Information approved by the
General Assembly in resolution 37/94 B of 10 December 1982, as well as all
provisions of the resolution, are reiterated. Those recommendations pending
implementation should b'J implemented in full, taking into account the views
expressed by delegations at the 100th plenary meeting of the thirty-seventh
session of the Assembly on 10 December 1982.

2. The mandate of the COmmittee on Information should be renewed as set
forth in General Assembly resolution 34/182 of 18 December 1979 and reaffirmed
in Assembly resolutions 35/201 of 16 December 1980, 36/149 of 16 December 1981
and 37/94 of 10 December 1982.

Promotion of the establishment of a new, more just and more
effective world information and communication order intended
to strengthen peace and international understanding and based
on the free circulation and wider and better balanced

dissemination of information 21

3. All countries, the united Nations system as a whole, and all others
concerned, should collaborate in the establishment of a new world information
and communication order based, inter alia, on the free circulation and wider
and better balanced dissemination of information, guaranteeing the diversity
of sources of information and free access to information, and, in particular,
the urgent ~eed to change the dependent status of the developing countries in
the field of information and communication as the principle of sovereign
equality among nations extends also to this field, and intended also to
strengthen peace and international understanding, enabling all persons to
participate effectively in political, economic, social and cultural life, and
pcomoting understanding and friendship among all nations and human rights-

4. An appeal should be addressed to the international media to obtain their
support for the efforts of the internatonal community towards global
development and, in particular; for the efforts of the developing countries
for their own economic, social and cultural progress.

5. An appeal should be addressed to the whole United Nations system to
co-operate in a concerted manner, through its information services, in
promoting the development activities of the United Nations and, in particular,
the improvement of the conditions of the lives of the people of the developing
countries.
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6. Such appeals should be aimed at achieving a more comprehensive and
realistic image of the activites and potential of the United Nations system,
in all its purposes and endeavours, as laid down in the Charter of the United
Nations.

7. The need should be noted for the creation of a climate of confidence in
relations among States as a means of easing tension and, in this context, an
appeal should be addressed to all States and mass media to help promote the
purposes of strengthening peace and understanding.

8. Reaffirming the primary role which the General Assembly is to play to
elaborating, co-ordinating and harmonizing United Nations policies and
activities in the fiel~ of information and recognizing the central and
important role of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) in the field of information and communications, the
co-operation between the United Nations and UNESCO in promoting the
establishment of a new world information and communication order should take
more regular forms, especially at the working level, through which the
contribution of the Department of Public Information to the efforts of UNESCO
should be maximized.

9. The Department of Public Information should disseminate as widely as
possible information on the activities of UNESCO in the establishment of a new
world information and communication order and on the work of the Committee on
Information in that field •

10. The Committee on Information, noting the valuable effort of UNESCO in the
promotion of a new world informtion and communication order, recommends that
the Department of Public Information take steps to avoid any overlapping of
its activities on this subject with those of L~ESCO, while stressing at the
same time the ever-growing significance of the close working co-operation
between the United Nations and the latter organization.

11. All countries, the United Nations system as a whole, and others
concerned, should be called upon to give UNESCO adequate support and
assistance in the field of information and communication. The fifth
anniversary of the Declaration on Fundamental principles concerning the
Contribution of the Mass Media to Strengthening Peace and International
Understanding, to the Promotion of Human Rights and to Countering ~cialism,

Apartheid and Incitement to War, y adopted by UNESCO in 1978, should be
marked by the General Assembly.

12. The Secretary-General should be requested to present to the General
Assembly at its thirty-eighth session the report of the round-table discussion
on a new world information and communication order to be held in Innsbruck,
Austria, in September 1983.

13. An appeal should be addressed to the whole united Nations system and the
developed countries to co-opeate in a concerted manner towards strengthening
the information and communication infrastructures of the developing countries
in accordance with the priorities attached to such areas by the developing
countries. In this regard, full support for the International Programme for
Development of Communications (IPDC), which constitutes an important step in
the development of these infrastructures, should be emphasiz~d.
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14. The Department of Public Information should further strengthen its
c~operationwith the Pool of Non-Aligned News Agencies, as well as with
regional news agencies of developing countries as this co-operation
constitutes a concrete step towards a more just and equitable world flow of
information, thus contributing to the estahlishment of a new world information
and communication order.

15. The United Nations system, particularly UNESCO, should aim at the
provision of all possible support and assistance to the developing countries,
with regard to their interests and needs in the field of information and to
actions already adopted within the United Nations system, including, in
particular:

(a) Assistance to developing countries in training journalists and
technical personnel and in setting up appropriate educational institutions and
research facilities,

(b) The granting of favourable conditions to provide access to
developing countries to such communication technology as is requisite for the
establishment of a national information and communication system and
correspondent with the specific situation of the country concerned,

(c) The creation of conditions that will gradually enable the developing
countries to produce the communication technology suited to their national
needs, as well as the necessary programme material, specifically for radio and
television broadcasting, by using their own resoutces,

(d) Assistance in establishing telecommunication links at subregional,
regional and interregional levels, especially among developing countries, free
from any kind of conditioning.

16. All the information activities of the Department of Public Information
should be guided by, and carried out in conformity with, the principles of the
Charter of the United Nations and the aspiration for a new world information
and communication order, as well as conforming to the consensus reached among
States in resolutions 21 C/4/l9, 21 and 22, as adopted at the twenty-first
session of the General COnference of UNESCD.

17. The ~ecretary-General should be requested to ensure that the activities
of the Department of Public Information, as the focal point of the public
information tasks of the united Nations, should be strengthened, keeping in
view the principles of the Qlarter of the United Nations and along the lines
established in the pertinent resolutions of the General Assembly and the
recommendations of the COmmittee on Information, to ensure a more coherent
coverage of, and a better knowledge about, the Uni~ed Nations and its work,
especially in its priority areas, such as those stated in section Ill,
p~ragraphl, of Assembly resolution 35/201, including international peace and
s'e~urity, disarmament, peace-keeping and peace-making operations,
decolonization, the promotion of human rights, the struggle against apartheid
and racial discrimination, economic, social and development issues, the
integration of women in the struggle for peace and development, the
establishment of the new international economic order and of a new world
information and communication order, the work of the United Nations Council
for Namibia and programmes on women and youth.
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Continuation of examination of united Nations pUblic information
policies ~activities, in the light of the evolution of
international relations, particularly during the past two
decades, and of the imperatives of the establishment of the
new international economic order and of a new world information

and communication order !QI

18. The Department of Public Information should ensure that the daily
dispatches of the Pool of Non-Aligned News Agencies which it receives are
appropriately utilized in the performance of the public information tasks of
the United Nations.

(a) With a view to further promotion and development of a functional and
mutually beneficial co-operation between the Department and the Pool of
Non-Al igned News Agencies, the existing arrangements in the Department for the
conduct of this co-operation should be established on a more regular basis,

(b) Having in mind the successful joint coverage by the Pool of
important conferences and other events within the United Nations system, this
practice should be continued and further strengthened,

(c) The Department should consider the possibility of utilizing the
dispatches received from the Pool to establish a data base on the information
and communication facilities in the non-aligned countries.

19. In connection with the training programme for journalists and
broadcasters from developing countries that the Department of Public
Information organizes every year, the possibility of allocating the last week
of the programme for their visit to one of the developing countries for the
pu~ose of acquainting themselves with the ways in which information on the
United Nations is received and utilized, should be considered.

20. The Secretary-General should be requested to make available to the
COmmittee on Information, at its next substantive session, a report on the
outcome of the activities conducted by the International Telecommunication
Union with regard to the World COmmunications Year.

21. The exchange of information between the Committee on Information and the
COmmission on Transnational COrporations in matters pertaining to the mandate
of the Committee should be encouraged.

22. The Secretary-General should be requested to present to the Genercl
Assembly at its thirty-eighth session the final report on the acquisition of a
United Nations communications satellite, in the manner outlined in
paragraph 20 of General Assembly resolution 37/94 B of 10 December 1982.

23. The Secretary-General should be requested to implement fully the request,
in paragraph 14 of Assembly resolution 36/149 B, that present United Nations
short-wave broadcasts over rented transmitters be placed on a daily schedule
throughout the year, to the extent that this can be accomplished through more
effective utilization of existing resources.
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24. The secretary-General should be requested to continue the co-operation
between the Department of Public Information and the Union of National Radio
and Television Organizations of Africa, as well as wi th radio stations which
are members of that union, in order to broadcast United Nations radio
~ogrammes on those radio stations, and further requests the secretary-General
to co-operate with the national radio broadcasting organizatiti::s in Africa for
wider broadcasting of United Nations radio programmes.

25. The Secretary-General should be requested to present to the next
SUbstantive session of the Committee on Information a comprehensive report on
the viability of a world-wide United Nations short-wave network, taking into
account the views expressed at the present session of the Committee.

26. The Secretary-General should be requested to implement fUlly the
proposals contained in his report regarding programming in the Portuguese
language in the African Unit of the Radio Service and to take immediate steps
for the strengthening of programming in the French language.

27. The Secretary-General should be requested to maintain the functions of
the Middle East/Arabic Unit as the producer of Arabic television and radio
programmes, and to strengthen and expand this unit through the redeployment of
existing resources to enable it to function in an effective manner, and to
report to the next substantive session of the Committee on Information on the
measures taken in implementation of this recommendation.

28. In view of the importance of United Nations broadcasting for the European
region, steps should be taken to maintain and enhance the functions'of the
European unit in the Radio Service through redeployment of existing resources.

29. (a) The inclusion of Bengal i and Indonesian among the languages of the
Asian Unit of the Radio Service for the purpose of undertaking programming at
a meaningful lev~l, as approved last year, should be implemented in full.

(b) Bahasa Malaysia (Malay) should also be included among the languages
of the Asian Uni t of the Radio Service for the purpose of undertaking
programming at a meaningful level, through redeployment of available resources.

30. (a) Whereas, the French Language Production Section of the Press and
Publications Division hardly has available the means to provide press releases
in sufficient numbers to meet the needs of the numerous delegations from all
geographic areas wishing to use French as their working language, the
Committee requests that the Secretary-General provide that section with the
appropriate means through better and more equitable use of available resources.

(b) The Committee recommends to the Department of Public Information
that it make appropriate use of the official languages of the General Assembly
in documents and audiovisual materials, in view of the need to disseminate
more broadly and effectively information on the activities of the United
Nations to the greatest cross-section of the pUblic and using the greatest
number of communications media.

31. United Nations information centres should continue to assist press and
information media in their respective countries, and, inte" alia, promote the
establishment of a new world information and communication order.
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32. While the co-operation between the Department of Public Information and
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in the field should be
promoted to the maximum extent, it is also important to bear in mind the
intrinsic functions of United Nations information centres as distinct from
those of the United Nations development activities. The United Nations
information centres should redouble their effort to publicize the activities
and achievements of operational activities for development, including those of
UNDP, taking into account the priorities determined by the General Assembly.

33. In countries where the size, population, the state of media ar.d
non-governmental and other organizations, or the role being played by their
Governments in the United Nations affairs warrant it, separate united Nations
information centres should be estalished, as and when resources become
available. In other cases, the resident representatives or resident
co-ordinators of UNDP may be entrusted with being Acting Directors of United
Nations information centres, provided that they are periodically briefed and
evaluated by the Department of Public Information with regard to their
information tasks and provided that appropriate local staff and equipment can
be allocated to them within available resources.

34. The Committee on Information takes note of the "Study on ways and means
to enhance the role of the United Nations information centres within the
structure of the Department of Information" (A/AC.198/6l) and recommends that
the effectiveness of United Nations information centres should continue to be
improved:

(a) Through the continued review of the extent of decentralization which
can be achieved wi thin the overall gu;i.dance of the Depart.ment of Public
Information,

(b) Through better training of centre directors and their personnel,

(c) Through improved feedback and reporting system,

(d) Where appropriate, through reallocation of available resources for
local reproduction and other necessary expenditures,

(e) Through appointing the best qualified persons with professional
experience from all different geographical regions to the posts of centre
directors, in view of the increased importance of the work of the United
Nations information centres network, taking into account Article 101,
paragraph 3, of the Charter of the United Nations,

(f) Through filling existing vacancies at the level of information
centre director without further delay in order to assure the continuation of
the work of the centres under the necessary professional guidance of the
Department of Public Information,

(g) Through enabling the External Relations Division of the Department
of Public Information to fulfil its important role of management, guidance,
supervision and monitoring of United Nations information centres in order to
ensure that the uriiversal character of the United Nations and the manifold
mandate of the Department be duly reflected in the work of the information
centres,
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(h) Through strengthening the capacity and improving the services
rendered by the centres within the existing resources of the Department of
Public Information so that the centres can play their indispensable role of
fostering an informed public opinion about the United Nations throughout the
world.

35. The Department of Public Information should focus on, and give wider
coverage to, the economic, social and development activities throughout the
United Nations system aimed at achieving a more comprehensive image of
activities and potentials of the United Nations system, taking into account
the priorities set by the General Assembly. '!be United Nations information
centres, among others, should play an important role in this regard. '!be
Department of Public Information should encourage the organization of
round-table discussions between chief editors for press, radio and television
services of different countries.

36. '!'he Department of Public Information should promote an informed
understanding of the work of the united Nations in the area delineated in
Genftral Assembly resolutions 34/146 of 17 December 1979, 36/109 of
10 l>ecember 19Q1. and 37/108 of 16 December 1982.

37. '!'he Q:lmmittee on Information notes with appreciation the report of the
SeCl'etary-General on united Nations information centres (A/AC.198/61). '1'he
Secr~tary-General should be requested to present at the next substantive
session of the Oommitte~ a detailed report containing concrete proposals in
respect of the sugg\'!stions presented in paragraphs 44 to 46 of the report.

38. The Se~retary-General should be requested to ensure that United Nations
information centre9 orient their activities to disseminate information on
questions according to the mandates and priorities of the Department of Public
Information established by the General Assembly.

39. Urgent steps should be taken to ensure that the United Nations
Information Servic~ in Vienna will give, as a matter of priority adequate
service in the German language in order to act as information centre for
Austria and the Federal RepUblic of Germany. Such steps, which are to be
taken within existing resources, may involve redeployment of posts, including
those originally assigned to UNIDo-tmIS (United Nations Information Service).
'!'be 0018ittee should be informed about the implementation of this
rec~ndationat its next substantive session.

40. Taking into account the request of the Government of Nicaragua for the
opening of a tl'lited Nations information centre in Managua, the
secretary-General should be requested to take the appropriate steps for the
PEOIlPt elltablishment of the centre, through the redeployment of existing
reSOlUCes.

41. '.ft1e tJaU:ed Natiol'ls information centres should be requested to intensify
direct and sy"tematic communication exchange with local information and
educational emnunities in a mutually beneficial way, especially in areas of
particular ;Lnterest to host countries.

42. A detailed and well documented factual sl.lIl1nary aCC'1)unt ef the coverage by
widely rePEesentative world media, reviewing developments affecting the
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Palestinian people from June to December 1982 should be prepared, within

existing resources, and be submitted at the thirty-eighth session of the

General Assembly.

r==~-"""u=~-,__
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43. The Committee, noting with appreciation the Secretary-Generales report on

the proposals for the development of systematic evaluation procedures for the

activities of the Department of Public Information (A/AC.198/60) and the

Secretary-General's report entitled "In-depth evaluation of the work of the

Department of Public Information" (E/AC.51/l983/7), encourages the

Secretary-General to continue his efforts to develop a system for monitoring

and evaluating the effectiveness of the activities of the Department,

particularly in the priority areas determined by the General Assembly. This

systematic evaluation process should be pursued and a progre&s report should

be presented to the Committee on Information at its next substantive session.

The Committee looks forward to receiving in due course the progress report on

the implementation of decisions taken on the basis of document E/AC.51/1983/7

which is to be presented to the committee for Programme and COordination at

its twenty-sixth session.

44. Future reports of the Department of Information to the COmmittee on

Information and to the General Assembly, in particular on new programmes or

expansion of existing programmes, should contains

(a) More adequate information on the output of the Department in respect

of each topic included in its work programme, which forms the basis of its

programme budget,

(b) The costs of the activities.undertaken in respect of each topic)

(c) More adequate information on target audiences, end-use of the

Department's products, and an analysis of feed-back data received by the

Departmen t)

(d) The Department's evaluation of the effectiveness of its different

programmes and activities,

(e) A statement detailing the priority level which the Secretary-General

attached to current or future activities of the Department, in documents

dealing with such activities.

45. The COmmittee notes the steps taken by the Department of Public

Information in redressing the imbalance in the staff of that Department,

particularly in the Radio and Visual Services Division. The Department should

continue to intensify its efforts to that end, and, until equitable

geographical distribution is achieved, the Secretary-General should take

urgent steps to increase the representation of under-represented groups of

countries, in conformity with Article 101, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the

united Nations and General Assembly resolutions 33/143, 35/201, 36/149 and

37/94 B, in this regard, the Secretary-General is requested to submit a report

to the Committee on Information at its next session.

46. Member States'should ~e called upon to make voluntary contributions to

the united Nations Trust Fund for Economic and Social Information.
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47. The General Assembly should note document A/AC.198/62 on item 4 (b) (v)
concerning various aspects of the regionalization of the Radio and Visual
Services Division and examine it in the light of its resolutions 35/201 and
36/149 B.

48. The World Disarmament campaign should give full consideration to the role
of mass media as the most effective way to promote in world public opinion a
climate of understanding, confidence and co-operation conducive to peace and
disarmament, the enhancement of human rights and development. Within the
World Disarmament campaign and Disarmament Week, the Department of Public
Information should fulfil the role assigned to it by the General Assembly by
utilizing its expertise and resources in public information to ensure its
maximum effectiveness.

49. Quality, usefulness and coverage of the daily press releases and the
weekly news summary issued by the Department of Public Information in all
working languages should be further enhanced and improved in view of the
important public information tasks which they can perform. The Department of
Public Information should continue to co-operate closely with and provide
assistance to the United Nations Correspondents Association. Services
provided at the Press Section of the Department of Public Information booth
for the media and the delegations should be improved.

50. The Committee recommends, in view of the importance of graphic
pcesentation for a variety of public information activities, including
posters, exhibits and publications, that the Secretary-General should consider
redeploying a post of graphic designer from the Department of Conference
Services to the Department of Public Information.

51. The role of the Department of Public Information, as defined by the
General Assembly in several relevant resolutions, as the focal point for the
formulation and implementation of information activities of the United Nations
should be re-emphasized, and the Secretary-General should be requested to
study the full implications of this matter and present a report to the
Committee on Information at its 1984 substantive session.

52. The operations of the Non-Governmental Liaison Services (Geneva and
New York) as inter-agency projects reaching specific target audiences in the
industrialized countries on international development issues should be
continued ona stable financial basis through the United Nations participation
in these services. The Committee further recommends that the
Secretary-General should be requested to urge all United Nations specialized
agencies to make long-term contributions to the financing of these services,
thereby stressing their inter-agency characters.

53. The Department of Public Information and UNDP, as important elements of
the united Nations information and development activities, should be requested
to co-operate more closely with each other, both at Headquarters and in the
field, in order to concentrate their resources, avoid duplication and
effectively foster the process of development.

54. The Joint United Nations Information Committee, as the essential
instrument for inter-agency co-ordination and co-operation in the field of
public information should be enhanced and given more responsibility, thus
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improving its co-ordination and cost-benefit efficiency on the public
information activities of the entire United Nations system.

55. The Joint United Nations Information Committee should continue to
strengthen its activities in the fields of development education and
development-support communications.

=:S""~='.s'......""·"lr-_i_""..,.,""'"'="~==:&<¥~~'>\, ... ''''...,. """'''=__~_'''__'''_'''''''''"5''i''''7"E"'''''''''''''''''''''''''''-''''''_E:''_= .....

I

I
I
i

56. The recommendations contained in the report of the Joint united Nations
Information Committee on public perceptions of the United Nations system
(see A/AC.l98/68) should be implemented. An appeal should be addressed to
Governments and mass media to transmit accurate information on major
activities of the United Nations, especially those listed in Article I of the
Charter of the United Nations.

57. The Joint United Nations Information Committee should continue to report
on its programmes and activities to the Committee on Information for guidance
and support.

58. Since Development Forum is the only inter-agency publication of the
United Nations system which concentrates on development issues, the
Secretary-General should continue, in accordance with pertinent resolutions of
the General Assembly, to support its pUblication from the regular budget while
intensifying his efforts to secure a sound and independent financial basis for
its continued publication. All the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system should be urged to contribute to
the financing of this system-wide publication, thereby recognizing the
inter-agency character of this publication.

59. Having taken note of the report on the relocation of Development Forum,
the Committee recommends that the Secretary-General be requested to ensure
that Development Forum will retain its editorial policy of intellectual
independence, thus enabling this pUblication to continue to serve as a
world-wide forum in which diverse opinions on issues related to economic and
social development can be freely expressed.

60. The Secretary-General should be requested to present a report to the
Committee on Information on the current status of financial arrangements for
the pUblication of the World Newspaper supplement project.

61. In view of the fact that, as is pointed out in the report on the in-depth
evaluation of the work of the Department of Public Information
(E/AC.51/1983/7), the production of the UN Chronicle ia administratively
separate from its distribution and sales, thus adding to the problem of its
wider and more effective dissemination, it is recommended that the
Secretary-General consider transferring the sales activity of the UN Chronicle
to the Department of Public Information.

62. The importance of the Declaration on the preparation of SOCieties for
Life in Peace !!I should be noted and Member States called upon for its
implementation.

B. The following recommendations, which may have financial implications beyond
the level of existing resources, were adopted. Their implementation will be
decided upon by the General Assembly in the light of statements on their financial
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implications. The delegation of the United States of America cannot agree to these
recommendations pending certification from the Secretary-General that they can be
implemented within exi$ting resources.

1. Immediate steps should be taken to enable the caribbean unit in the Radio
Service of the Department of Public Information to begin a meaningful work
programme 3S outlined in the relevant report of the Secretary-General
(A/AC.198/65), i.n particular, by the introduction of full programming in
French/Creole with limited programming in Dutch/Papiamento.

2. The Secretary-General should be requested to take necessary measures to
ensure that the regional television news magazines are produced for national
broadcasting organizations which request them and undertake to broadcast them
on a regular basis, taking into account the priorities set by the General
Assembly.

3. In view of the decision of the Government of Indonesia to invite the
Department of Public Information to reopen the United Nations Information
Centre in Jakarta which was closed in 1955 due to prevailing circumstances at
that time, steps should be taken as a matter of priority, to reopen this
Centre as soon as possible.

C. The following proposals were considered, but agreement on them could not be
reached.

1. The Secretary-General should be requested to submit to the Committee on
Information at its next substantive session the findings of the Centre for
Transnational Corporations relating to the questions considered by the
Committee.

2. The Joint Inspection Unit (JIU) should be requested to carry out a linear
evaluation of the activities of the Department of Public Information,
including considerations of cost-effectiveness, assessing these activities
over a span of several years. The evaluation should be carried out over a
period of several years as well, examining a different component of the
Department IS activities eac~ year. The Committee recommends that JIU first
evaluate, during 1984, the activities and effectiveness of the United Nations
information centres, taking into account the relevance of the activities of
the centres, for the end-users. This report from JIU should be presented to
the seventh substantive session of the Committee on Information, together with
the comments of the Secretary-General. After the Committee has reviewed the
report of JIU, and the Sec~etary-Generallscomments, it should make additional
recommendations to the Secretary-General on further action.

3. The Department of Public Information should be requested to improve its
data collection procedures with regard to the actual use made by
redisseminators of materials distributed by the Department and its information
centres. The Department report, including submission of revised data
collection forms, should be submitted to the Committee on Information at its
next substantive session, on progress made in this area.

4. The Joint Inspection Unit should be asked to evaluate, during 1984, the
activities of the Visual Service of the Department of Public Information with
a view to finding and elaborating ways to improve the cost effectiveness and
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quality of its production. The report from JIU should be presented to the

substantive session of the Commission on Information in 1985, together with

the comments of the Secretary-General.

5. The Department of Public Information should be requested, in conformity

with the relevant United Nations resolutions, to cover adequately the policies

and practices which violate and affect the human rights of the populations in

the Arab territories occupied in 1967, especially those which frustrate the

speedy accomplishment of self-determination by the Palestinian people on its

national soil.

6. The General Assembly should recognize the importance of the International

Q:>nvention concerning the Use of Broadcasting in the Cause of Peace 1/ and to

call upon States which have not done so, to adhere to that important

instrument.

7. The importance of General Assembly resolution 37/92 entitled "preparation

of an international convention on principles governing the use of States of

artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting" should be

emphasized.

!I see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fifth Session,

Supplement No. 21 (A!35/21). annex.

1/ Ibid., Thirty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 21 (A/36/21).

Y Ibid., Thirty-seventh Session, Supplement No. 21 (A/37/21 and carr.l) •

!I See A/AC.198/68.

21 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Records

of the General Conference, Twentieth Session, vol. I, Resolutions, pp. 100-104.

y

y

!I

21
(General

See A/38/67-S/15556 and Corr.1, annex.

Crnd. 5714 (London, H. M. Stationery Office, 1938).

Ornnd. 6198 (London, H. M. Stationery Office, 1975).

See the third part of the mandate of the Committee on Information

Assembly resolution 34/182), sect. I, para. 2 (c».

1Q/ See the first part of the mandate of the Committee on Information

(General Assembly resolution 34/182, sect. I, para. 2 (a».

111 See General Assembly resolution 33/73 of 15 December 1978.
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ANNEX

Statement by the Chairman of the Committee on Information at
the opening meeting of the substantive session for 1983

[Original: English]

1. We face once again the task of complying with the mandate entrusted to our
Committee by the General Assembly, in its resolution 34/182 which is:

"(a) To continue to examine United Nations public information policies
and activities, in the light of the evolution of international relations,
particularly during the past two decades, and of the imperatives of the
establishment of the new international economic order and of a new world
information and communication orderJ

(b) To evaluate and follow up the efforts made and the progress
achieved by the United Nations system in the field of information and
communications,

(c) To promote the establishment of a new, more just and more effective
world information and communication order intended to strengthen peace and
international understanding and based on the free circulation and wider and
better balanced dissemination of information and to make recommendations
thereon to the General Assembly."

2. By addressing ourselves earnestly and creatively to these goals during the
last four years, our Oommittee has demonstrated that the United N:ltions is indeed a
forum where countries of differing political and social systems can meet and
resolve controversial issues.

3. The General Assembly, in its resolution 37/94 B, approved the Committee's
1982 report, y and approved and urged the implementation of all the Committee's
recommendations therein.

4. In this connection, I would like to express my appreciation to
Mr. Yasushi Akashi, Under-Secretary-General for Public Information, for the timely
circulation of the documents relating to the implementation of Assembly resolution
37/94 B. We shall be considering these documents in the course of our discussion
of the items of our agenda.

5. The last four years have not been easy ones for this Committee and the weeks
ahead will require our patience, undrstanding and, above all, goodwill. This is
because our mandate involves not only the bridging of the economic and
technological gap between developed and developing nations - which is one of the
leading causes of the global imbalance in information and communication - but also
with human values and attitudes that have the proclivity to resist change, even
when such a change is for the good of mankind.

6. As our Committee begins a new phase in its substantive tasks, may I share wi th
you some thoughts concerning key points which, in my view, have a direct bearing on
its mandate.

-34-



.ish]

.es

:tive
I
id

's

lely
:ion
.on

!ks
.s

le
11so
1

with
Ig on

7. First is the recognition that information and communication play a crucial
role in human affairs. The content of information, its accuracy and mode of
dissemination are essential in the promotion of understanding and mutual trust
amongst peoples, nations and societies. COnversely, distortions and lapses in
information sow fear, misunderstanding and distrust, and contribute to tensions and
insecurity in international relations•

8. This is all the more so now because we are in the midst of one of the most
powerful and pervasive revolutions known to man. Speaking of the same, the
Minister for Foreign Affairs of my country, General Carlos P. Romulo, in his
address before the Asian MaSS Media Leaders' Round table in Manila last May, said:

"'Revolution' rather than 'progress' would perhaps better describe the
changes that have taken place in the collection and dissemination of
information during the 30-odd years since the establishment of the United
Nations ••• The last three decades have witnessed quantum advances in the
speed of transmission, scope of reach and sheer volume of information
available in the world. And we are just in the initial stages of the
technological revolution in the field of communications which have brought
about these changes."

9. Minister Romulo warned of a gap between the old, deeply-ingrained attitudes
and the technological advances in communications, which require new standards for
disseminating information, and a higher sense of social responsibility on the part
of the owners and managers of the mass media. He thus posed the following
questions:

"Will the new tools be used to perpetuate old quarrels and foster discord
among nations in a new and more dangerous cold war? Or will they be enlisted
in the service of truth and peace, to promote the security and well-being of a
world that has become truly interdependent?"

10. Second: Timely and vigorous efforts are required to rectify the erroneous
impression that the United Nations is ~n ineffective instrument for world peace,
security and development. It is r~grettable that certain sectors of the mass media
persist in unduly high-lighting mostly politica11y-oriented stories about the WOrld
Body, when the Organization's work has equally to do with social, cultural and
economic matters. When the political content - which accounts for not more than
20 per cent of the United Nations' activities - is given more weight and importance
than the Organization's equally substantial, meaningful and successful endeavours
in the socia-economic field, the consequence is the distortion of the
Organization's image in the eyes of the world.

11. The United Nations has, in accordance with its Charter, the capacity to
provide adequate mechanisms for the resolution of the conflicts and disputes that
affect our troubled world. These mechanisms or means for peace-making should b~

correctly perceived by the world at large. Otherwise, the image of the United
Nations as an instrument of peace cannot be fostered and governments will be
reluctant to resort to it.

12. In this regard, we have before us several reports that focus on measures that
could be agreed upon to improve the public image of the United Nations.
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13. I refer in particular to the report of the Joint United Nations Information
Committee (~NIC) entitled "Public perceptions of the United Nations system...., El
and to the "Study on ways and means to enhance the role of the United Nations
information centres within the structure of the Department of Public '
Information". £I

14. Third: Article 1 of the Charter of the United Nations which defines the
purposes of the Organization, includes "promoting and encouraging respect for human
rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex,
language or religion". I stress this basic purpose of the Organization because I
think it necessary for all of us to clarify in our minds the basis of the
information activities in the United Nations family, and, in particular, in the
united Nations itself.

15. Since the Organization's creation more than 30 years ago, the shape and
structure of the international community have been, through the great historic
movement of decoloniz~tion and eman,cipation, completely transformed. The moral
force of the international community exercised through the instrument of the United
Nations has no doubt been an important contributory factor in this process. And in
this role the Organization has merely been fulfilling its promotional role as
defined in the Charter. I should add that in examining and reviewing the
information activities of the Organization, in our capacity as members of its
deliberative and legislative organs, we should continue to apply the standards laid
down in the Charter.

16. FOurth: Discussions on the political and social functions of the mass media
cannot be divorced from the overall problems of development - including the need
for the establishment of adequate co~nunications infrastructure in the developing
countries. Development is inevitably linked to information, in our discussions,
because the so-called "information gap" between the North and the South is in
reality an economic-technological gap. Recognition of this reality is the primary
reason why efforts to establish the new international economic order are
inextricably linked to efforts to establish a new world information and
communication order.

17, It is a task and a moral responsibility which we cannot evade. In our
interdependent world, mankind cannot long permit a situation to continue where
20 per cent of its numbers live in virtual islands of affluence amidst a widening
sea of poverty.

18. Fifth: The principle of freedom of information, on the basis of the free
circulation and the wider and better balanced dissemination of information, with
the diversity of information sources and the freedom of access to such sources
being guaranteed, should be reaffirmed.

19. I have indicated the focal points of perception and understanding Which, in my
view, have guided the Cbmmittee in the past, and which should continue to guide us
in the pursuit of the COmmittee's mandate. May I add that, far from duplicating
the efforts of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
to promote the establishment of the new international information order, ,I see the
relationship between this Cbmmittee and UNESCO as complementary and supportive of
each other.
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20. Dist;tnguished Representatives: Almost 200 years ago, the renowned German

philosopher, Immanuel Kant, predicted that a new world order would come into being,

either through an act of will, born of moral and intellectual insight, or through a

holocaust. Fortunately, we still have the opportunity to make a choice. Hence,

our objective must be to consolidate our gains into a meaningful contribution to

the efforts being made in the United Nations system, as well as in other forums, to

strengthen the United Nations and promote the establishment of a new information

an~ communications order. It behooves us to achieve progress in the realization of

our Dbjectives. !n the same vein, we must strengthen public awareness of the

common destiny that binds humankind. OUr failure to act decisively, and in

concert, will only delay the hard decisions that must be made if our world is to be

a better place to live in.

!I Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-seventh Session,

Supplement No. 21 (A/37/21 and Corr.l) •

BI See A/AC.l98/68.

See A/AC.l98/6L
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HOW TO OBTAIN UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS

United Nations publicstions may be obtained from bookstores and distributors
throughout the world. Consult your bookstore or write to: United Nationa, Sales
Section, New York or Geneva.

COMMENT SE PROCURER LES PUBLICATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES

Lea publications des Nations Unies sont en vente dans les Iibrairies et les agences
dtlpositaires du monde entier. Infonnez-vous auprea de votre libraire ou adre88ez-voua
A: Nations Unies, Section des ventes, New York ou Geneve.

EAR nOJIY1JHTb H3,ll:AHHH OprAHH3AIJ:HH OB'bE,ll:HHEHllbIX HAI.I.HH

H3,l1aHRSI OprsRH3sl~HH OIl"Le,l1HHeHHl.Ix HaQHit MomHO KynHTh B KHRmHhlX Msrs
3HHSX H SfeHTCTBSX BO acex PSt!;OHllX MHpS. HSBO,l1HTe cnpsBKH oil H3,l1SHHSlX B
BsweM KHHmHOM MsrS3HHe RJlR nHllIRTe no s,l1pecy: OprSHR311.QRSI 015"Le,l1RHeHUhlx
Hll.QRA, CeHQH1I no npo,l1sme H3,l111.HHit. HhfO-I'tOPK RJlH :lICeueas.

COMO CONSEGUIR PUBLICAClONES DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS

Las publicaciones de las Naciones Unidas estAn en venta en Iibrerlas y casss distri
buidorss en todaa partes del mundo. Consulte a all librera 0 dirfjase a: Nacionea
Unidas, Secci6n de Ventas. Nueva York 0 Ginebra.

Litho in United Nations, New York 00600 21 S87-Scptember 1983- 3,47S




