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LETTER FROM AMBASSADOR H, BONNET TO THE PRESI]jENT OF THE
SECURITY COUNCIL, DATED 30 APRIL 1946

The French delegate to the Security Council of the United Nations, . = .-

New York. : '

30 April 1946

Sir,

: I have the honour fo sehd yoﬁ herewith a communication from my
Govermment relating to £he results of negotiations régérding the -
withdrawal of French troops from Syrie and the Lebanon, |

‘ I should be grateful -if you would bring Vthis document tb the
knowliedge oi‘ the delegates to thé Security Councll.

T have the honour to remain, etc.

HENRI BONNET.

To His Excellency Hefiz Pasha
Presldent of tus Security Council
Hunter College

New York. '
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At 1te meeting in Londen on 16 February 1946 ,rwhen it consideed
 the presence of Toreign troops in Syria and the Lebanon, the Se'curify ‘
Councll was asked to vots on the following mobion submitted by the

United States delegate:
"The Security Council tekes note of the statements made
. by the four parties and by the other members of the Council;
expresses its confidence that the foreian troops in Syria and the“’ .
Lebanon will be withdrowm as soon as practicable, and that
negotiations to that end will be undertaken by the parties
without delay; ond requeste the parties to inform it of the resul;bs";
Although the vo.e tazen on this motion did not of itself carry any
‘ legal Torco, the Freich Governmont immediately declared that it would '
ebide by the decielors of the ﬁajority. In fulfilment of this'undertagiﬁgf‘i 

1t has the honour to bring to the knowledge of the members of the

Security Council that the negotiations undertaken with the various parties :Z}.-.',;'j

concerned have resulted in en agreement, the terms of which are stated_be‘léiff‘:"’":

1. As regards Syria the French Goverrment and the British
Government have Jo:lr_‘;.lr'.:r made the nscessary arrangements so0 that"‘fl:hi‘s‘”. -
evacuation of Hyrien tecrritory mar bs fully carried out by |

30 April 1946,

é. As vognrdy the Tehancn thore tock place, in pursuance of

conversatlnag beivesn Yrench and Dritish experts, conversations in

Paris with the lehansse Mintehor for Forsign AffairS, who &CCGPWQ:

the Anvitation e Povis extended to him by the French Ministar for,_ v
FOL‘Pwn Affoire at the end of the éilocussions in the Sacurlty C‘ouncil

vith a view %o cxploring with him the me thod most likely tO rssul‘b in

an agreement between the two Govermments in _%cc.ordance 'With'?h'e‘
mot1on of the Council. | ‘
In accordance with these conversations the French Govermnen't .tb : ¥
“note dated 19 March, informed the ! e'baness Government that the’ 'blme 1

I‘ecommended by the mil ifary experts could be brought appreciably 010561'
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the Lebanese Government for ite'pert undertook to grant the French ooi
| in the Levant the full support of the public services and of the Leba
Army for the transport, guerdﬁ_ng, and embarkation of meterie.l; . AL 1]
same time the French IGovernment asked the Lebanssge »Government to agre
to the setting up of a Joint Franco-Lebanese military staff.

In the event of the Lebaness Government's 'agreeing to promise it
fullueupport in"this connection the French Government stated that, fo
‘pert,- it was ready to reduce the time limits previously contemplated
following menner. The withdrawal of French troops as a whole from t
Lebffi?ﬁﬁ.‘?ﬁjtd be corepletect by 31 A%‘%St%?”f?r _ From 31 Auguet to

PN i

31 December 19h6 the FTench Government would retain in the Lebanon on

[P, SN . . [l O

& group of ’Ghir’qg(_‘___g_‘fj}_gereMe;m}g;_!gpproximately three hundred technician

order to ensure oontrol over and tre.neport of meterlel, the departur

R s g o

theee leet mentionecl elements yrould have to telce place not Jater than

g

31 December. . Laptly, in order to meet a wish expressed by the Leban

AT ST

Government, the French Government stressed lts desire to ensure the
withiraval of the bulk of fighting, forces before ,35_) J une l9l+6 The
Lebanese Minister for Forei,gn Affaﬂre 1nformed the French Government
21 March thet these proposals vers acoeptable to -hls’ government. He
undertook, furthsr, to make avallable to the French command the full
co-operution of public services and of the. Lebanese Army for the ‘tech
operatione in connection with embarketion.

In pursuence of this agreement the‘ French and‘Lebaneee ‘Ministerf
Foreign Affairs exchanged letters on 23 Merch 1946, the text of whicl
")'been publighed in the press, noting the vhappy outcome of ‘the negotia1

recommended to the parties in the resolution proposed to the Securit)

Council on 19 February.

b . e



