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The meeting was called 0 order at 10,10 a.m,

GENERAL DEBATE-. (agenda item 3) (A/AC, 96/INE 156 and Add.1 and A/AC, 96/INF 158)"

(continued) -

1. My ADENIJI (Nigeria) said tha’ the lieeting on Refugees and Displaced Persons in
South=Bast.Asia held at Geneva .in July 1979, although prompted by the plight of the
boat people, had been a significant develcpment in a general awakening to the plight
of refugees everywhere. Since fthen, trenendous wnrogress had evidently been made in
gsolving the South—Easzt Asian refugee problem,

2. The significance of the Conference on the Situation of Refugees in Africa, held
at Arusha in iy 1979, lay in its affirmmtion of Africa's awareness of its
responsibility towards refugees, and the emphasis placed on observance of certain
basic principles relating to the protection of refugees, especially the principle

of non-refoulement, which was embodied in article IT of the OAU Convention Governing
the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa,

3 Africa had 4 million refugees, 80 per cent of whom could be traced to one

source, namely, the obnoxious policies of apartheid and minority racist governments

in southern Africa, which the so-called friends of Africa had continued to assist by
supplying military equipment and logistic support to enable them to carry out acts

of terrorism against defenceless peoples. The front-line African States were not

only being called upon to bear the burden of refugee problems, but were also the
target of military aggression by the racists. Their economies were being deliberately
overstrained, for they had to accommodate refugees and arm themselves for
self-defence,

4, The African countries, many of which were in the category of the least
developed, were not encouraged by the imbalance between the proportion of UNHCR funds
spent on African refugees and the proportion spent on refugees in other parts of the
world. The figures in the reports on UNHCR assistance activities and on the
Voluntary Funds accounts for 1978 and the budget for 1980 spoke for themselves., It
was urgently necessary to redress that imbalance, Nigeria considered the existing
UNHCR assistance activities for Africa zrefugees to be inadequate. and supported the
proposed establishment of a UNHCR Fund for Durable Solutions, whiich it hoped would

go a long way towards redressing the imbalance in UNHCR assistance.

5. His Government would continue to support the High Commissioner's Programme and
had decided to double its annual pledge to UNHCR., In addition, it would willingly
meet its share of the commitments in respect of African refugees, Nigeria had given
Mozambique more than $1 million in assistance for the resettlement of Zimbabwean
refugees. In close co~operation with the Organization of African Unity, it would
continue its policy of assisting refugees in African by providing direct aid, block
grants and donations to voluntary organizations., He had noted with satisfaction the
increase in the activities of UNHCR throughout the world and was aware of the need
for more staff; he hoped its recruitment would be based on regional and sociological ™ ™
considerations, . : ' :
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6o Mr, MALMOURT (Punisia) said that UNHCR should play a catalytic role in matters
relating to the international protection of refugees. Recent develovments had
shown that inadequacies in that respect should be remedied as soon as possible,
otherwise thousands of people would suffer. The UNHCR Protection Division had a
vital part to pley in that work. The Sub-Comnmittee of the Vhole on International
Protection had made important vecommendations concerning the problem of asgylum
which should encourage all countries to ensure respect for the basic principles

of non-refoulement, family reunion, temporary asylum and "burden-gharing' with
countries of first asylum. Those principles had been reaffirmed at the Arusha
Conference on the Situation of Refugees in . frica and endorsed by the

sixteenth Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African
Unity held at Monrovia in July 1979. Another decisive factor in matters relating
to international protection would be the accegssion by all States to the

1951 Convention and the 1967 Protococl relating to the Status of Refugees.

T issistance activities were another very important aspect of UITHCR's work,
particularly in countries which admitted large numbers of refugees but would not
have been able to do so without international assistance and support. In that
connexion, UNHCR was to be commended for the results achieved since the leeting on
Refugees and Displaced Persons in South~bGast Asia held at Geneva in July 1979.

8o Despite such achievements, much remained to be done. here was an urgent
need for solutions to the problems of the Palestinian refugees and the refugees
in Africa, particularly in the Sudan, Somalia and Djibouti. Tunisia therefore
fully supported the proposal to establish a UNHCR fund for durable solutions.

9, Mr. KALONWJI (Zaire) said that his Govermment was grateful for the international
community's response to the apneal it had made in 1978, following the general
amnesty it had decreed, for assistance in repatriating and reintegrating Zairians
who had gought .agylum in other countries. UNHCR's assistance programme had

enabled more than 150,000 refugees to veturn o Zeire from Angola and some

36,000 others to return from Burundi. His Govermment had also requested UIICR's
assistance in repatriating some Zeirian refugees who had been living in the Sudan
for 15 years and vwho had expressed a desire to return home.

10, Because of its geographical location and its tradition of hosnitality, his
country had had lons experience of refugee problems and was, at present, harbouring
over 750,000 refugees from 12 different countries. Most of them had been fully
integrated into life in Zaire; they vere worliing on an equal footing with Zaire
citizens and receiving wages that enabled them to meet their immediate needs. The
most recent wave of refugees had brought Angolans and Ugandans to his country,
vhich was providing them with housing, land for cultivation, medical care, identity
papers and educational and employment opnortunities. With regard to the protection
of refugees, his country strictly observed the principles of asylum and
non-refoulement.

11, The problem of assistance to refugees must be regarded as an international

one. The African countries had adopted a generoug approach to that problem at the
Conference on the Situation of Refugees inAfrica ot Arusha. Becruce countries in - Africa
had a tradition of hospitality, the mass media often failed to reflect the situation
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of African refugees objectivelj F’reover, the African countries of asylum.often
had difficulties in obtaining assistance from UMHCR., In 1960, the 4 million refupees
in African countries would benefit Tl o ocnly 25 per cant of U]HCR'B estimated budget
of $230 million, Since 1973, the share of UIHCR bdudget resources intended for
assistance to Afvican refugees had contiiues we decline, buit the number of refugees
in that part of the world had continued tvo increase. I[is delegation tvherefore
supported the nroposal to establish a UIZICR fund for durable SOlUle’S, which mugt

be used exclusively to deal with wvorld—wide refuree problems, His delegation .also
supported the proposal made by Merocco at the 305th neeting that the a“,ndr of future
sessions of the Executive Committee should include an itenm on the efforis nmade

by the High Commisgsioner to pronote durable sclutions.

l—: U\ .

i

12, His delegation had been ploaged to learn from the High Commissioner's opening
statement that UMCR had ro soxdiculer nuculonn of firancing. TL therefore hoped
that the High Commisgioner would anveal to the menbers of the Dxecutive Committee

to allow an additional share oi ULICR's budget rescurces tc be used for African
refugees, TUNHCR's success in fincing new golutions to new problems in other

parts of the world should pronpt the High Commissioner and the international
community to try to find durablzs solutions to the problems of African refugees who
certainly met the criteria for refugee status laid down in the 1951 Convention

and the 1967 Protocol relating to the 3tatus of Refupees, to which his country and
%32 others in Africe were Parties. Africe wvas the only continent that had a regional:
convention on refusees, namely, the OAU Convention Coverning the Specific Acpects

of Refu"ee Problems in Alrica.

13. Hig delegation had noted with satisfaction that the staff of UNHCR had
doubled in the past two years. at expansion had been possible as a result of |
the Executive Committee'!s undev"t@palﬂa of the tasks with which UNHCR had fo cope.
Vhen recruiting nevw staff members at all levels, however, the High Commissioner
ghould not lose sight of 4he fundamental principle of equitable geographical
distrivution, to vhich a number of under-renresented African States had drawn
attention on other occasions.

14. Mr, SEFAKO ‘Lesotho) said that his “ouptry had acceptcd membership of the
Execubive Committee in the beliel that, Dy doing so, it could help to alleviate the
plight of the millions of displaced peopdle and efvweeo. However, it was
impossible to solve a problem without first identilying its cause. lHe would
therefore identify vhat his country considered to be the root causes of the

refugee problems in gouthern Africa, especially as they aifected Lesotho.

15, The refugee problem in Africa had Tegun when the acquisition of independence

by certain countries had involwved bloodshed and the exodus of indigenous nopulations
in search of protection and agylum elsevhere. The economic and political problems

of southern Africa had subsequently been exacerbated by the apartheid policies

of the Republic of South Africa, which subjected the black people of South Africa .
itself and of the neighbouring indenendent States to exploitation, discrimination
and humiliation., Apartheid led to arvests, detentions and trials of Africans, and
the fugitives from those acts of opprescion gwelled the number of refugees in the
countries bordering on South /frica, including Lesotho. Since January 1979, hundreds
of children and young people from Dloemfontein had been fleeing into Lesotho

every day despite their parents! efforts to prevent them., Their rebellion represented
a landmark in the struggle against apartheid. 4is long as there was apartheid,

there would be no genuine peace and stability in southein Africa, and the tensions
created in neighbouring countries, and especially Lesotho, would becone

increasingly acute.
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16. The latest statistics showed that Africa had nearly 4 nillion refugees, most
of whom were destitute and in dire need of material and financial assistance.
Consequently, his Government fully supported the proposal to establish a fund
for durable solutions.

17. In Lesotho the problem was complicated by the presence of large numbers of
unregistered student refugees and exiles from South Africa, Namibia and Rhodesia.
As more accurate statistics were essential both for Lesotho and UNHCR itself the
offer of the services of an educational planning consultant to Lesotho was very
welcome. Refugees in Lesotho were not confined to camps but were allowed to mix
freely with the people s0 as to become gradually assimilated into the nation.
That approach to the refugee problem had worked well and deserved to be supported
by the international commmmnity. In view of the countyy's refugee integration
policy, the education resource centre to which UNHCR had already allocated funds
would be opened to lesotho students.

18, Every effort was made in Lesotho to protect refugees from being harassed or
killed, but recently six South African refugees had nevertheless been seriously
injured by a parcel bomb in the capital of Lesotho.

19. Turning to budgetary questions, he said that there was evidence of geographical
discrimination in the allocation of budget funds, morc of which should be earmarked
for Africa. He asked UNHCR to submit information on the administrative structure

of the Office before the end of the present session.

20. 1In conclusion, he expressed his country's gratitude to the High Commissioner
for visiting Lesotho to see its probvlems for himself.

21. Mr. ANGKANARAK (Thailand) said that Thailend, as a new member of the
Executive Compittee, pledged itself to work for the effective discharge of the
Committee's responsibilities in the interests, not of one nation or ideology, but
of the world as a whole. '

22. The problem of refugees and displace’ persons was a highly dynamic one which
now spanned the giobe. It was s particularly serious problem for the South-tast
Asian region, where no solution was likely to be effective or worthwhile unless it
vas directed at the root cause. Thailand had provided a refuge for asylum-seckers
throughout its existence as an independent nation, but it was now faced with an
entirely different and far more complex situation whose causes could be traced back
to developuments in Indo~China alter the Second World War, and above all to the
convulsive changes of the last few years in the Indo-Chinese peninsula as a whole.
The first flood of refugees into Thailand had been in April 1975, but only in
fugust of that yeaxr had UNHCR offered support in cash and kind to the Government

of Thailand, which since then had spent no less than $7 million a year on relief
work. Although the Government sincerely appreciated the assistance it received
from UNHCR and other intergovernmental and non-governmentel agencies, the problem
it faced was of so great a magnitude that their contridutions were of little avail,
The .total number of persons in Thailand awaiting resettlement by the end of 1978
had been 203,096 and since the outbreak of war in Karmuchea in 1979 the figure had
risen to over 400,000. Approximately 140,000, including several thousand
Kampucheans, had voluntarily returned to their countries of origin, and 110,000 had
veen resettled, but by the end of September there were still some 180,000 displaced
persons in Thailand. However, that number represented only displaced persons and
illegal entrants vho had been registered, and many more were known to have entered
undetected.
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1e entire regicn, The ing neld et Geneve in July
to discuss the problem, slithough encoursgi fel : g an
over-all end lesting solution, so the ASE'H couniries had decided leviate the
gituation in the mesntime by establishing processing centres for refugees sweiling
resettlement. . ’
24. Since then the number oF'ﬂenartures from the camns in South-East Asis had
increased; there had Been ¢,000 Fe- ‘Ures' om Thai in Septamber. His
Government hoped that that n7De] ent the rest nonthly minimum, since
even then it would be Gilfi ' i po influx »i somae 360,000
starving and digease-gtricks {arous 18, Who weroe rensried to be moving towesrds the

Thai border in antici
monsoon season, and 1

of- the

£ srnaticnal

communitys 1. To nove ?1l displeced TSONS il e camps to countries of
esettlement in the shortest pOSSlDle time; 2, To urge countries to provide grester

resettlement opportunitics for current and future caseloads in South-Bast Asis end to
speed up the procedures for resettlement; 3. To urge countries that had not yet

done so to-take in displaced persons; 4. To call on the Government wndertaking

nilitary operations in Kempuchea to desist from its present policy end actions:

and 5, To assist the Government of Thailand to provide humanitariasn aid to the people

of Kempuchea.

25. The Thei Govermment had formulated and launched a relief programme for the
destitute people of Kampuchea, in clese co~operstion with the Governments of
Australia, Cenada, Frsnce, the Federal Republic of Germeny, the Holy Sea, Italy,
Japan, the Netherlands, Hew Zealand, Sweden, the United Kingdom and the United States,
and with a number of infternational sgencies The guidelines for the programme

weres 1. The internaticnsl community s“ould recognize Thailand as a8 transit cenire
for relief distribution without »rejudicing its ‘ELLrQ11tv“ 2. The Socialist
Republic of Viet Ham should agree to the u 1emue«1n 3. There should be
5
L

international supcrvision end monitoring o ensure tﬂdu the sid reached the intended
recipientss 4. The relief srrangements should not be construed os recognition of

the régime now installed in Phnon Penh; and 5. Aid should be given to the civilien
population in genersl. '

26. His delegation had received disturbing reports thsat the relief supplies had to
be delivered to the pcopls because they were too wesk to welk to the distribution
points, and furthermore ithat the supplies were belng teken away by the militery
forces of the foreign srny for thelr own use,  He nevertheless wished to express his
Govermment's gratitude for the support given to Thailend in cash and in kind or
pledged by delegations in the Execuitive Committec.

27. Turning to the guestion of the agenda for the present sessicn, he emphasized the
importance of international protection. To ensure thet effcctive protection was
given would require an apprcach that wss at the sane time ideslistic snd practical.
Protection could best be guersnteed if it wag dirccted at the source of the problem,
and 1f the particular cheracieristics of each situation were taken into eccount..
Prevention was better than cure. " It was clear that the problem of refugees and
displasced persons would not diminish in absolute terms for some years, but because of
its veristions in magnitude and gravity over timc and space, the emphasis had to
change accordingly. The overriding concern was how to strike a halance in trying to
meet the needs of sll cases in 81l parts of the worli.
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28. His delegation was deeply interested in the idea of z fund for durable
solutions, but it was essentisl first to determine exactly what it enteiled end whet
its terms of refercnce would be, His delegstion needed nmore time to reflect on the
question, including the prcposed nsme of the fund, in order to aveid any
nisunderstanding that night frustrste the good intentions which had undoubtedly
inspired the proposal to establish it,

29, Mrs., SELLAMI-MOSLEM (Algcria) seid that the Arusha Confercnce and tho Geneva
Meeting held in July 1979 hacd paved the way for e more realistic approach to the
refugec problem, At Lrusha, 36 African ccuntries hed reaffirmed thelr soliderity
with respect to aid to refugces in iAfrica, The fact that olmost s8ll the African
countries had signed the 1951 United Hations COﬂVcnulJﬁ relating to the Status of
Refugees and the 1567 Protoccl and that meny had rotified the 04U Convention
demonstrated their desire to help refugees fron whatever source. The number of
refugees in Africa wag the highest in the werld ~ 3.5 nillion for a populetion

of 430 million - and thosc figures werc all the more impressive when it was realized
that Africa had the greatest number of lesgi-developed countries in the world, with
a per oapita income of less than $200.

30. The High-Commisgsioncr and the international community had made commendable
efforts to help refugees in Asie, not only materially but elso through the
rmobilization of information medis which had resulted in & generous flow of assistance
and regsettlement offcrs throughout the world. She hoped that the motives for thet
action were sirictly humanitarian and that a similar approach would be adopted for
all refugees whatever their origin,

31, The Office of the High Commissioner should be given all the human snd financiasl
resources needed to neet the situations which arose. Swift action was needed to
vrevent suffering. The relevant instruments currently in force had been adopted

in 1952 ought perhaps to be revised in the light of new circunstances.

32. The proposal to set up & fund for durable solutions, was long overdue, because
the General Programmcs vere 81W8JS inadequate to help the incressingly large number
of refugees throughout the world. During the past 20 years it was the countries of
the Third World thet had been most affected by the flows of refugees, whereas their
capacity for absorption and resettlement was practicelly nil.

33, Anotvher measure which might improve the flow of assistance for [frican refugees
would be the establishment of an ad hoc committice consisting of representatives of

the Office of the High Commissioner and of host and doncr countries.

Mr, Birido (Sudan) took the Chair.

34, Mr. RADJAVI (Iran) expressed his Government's confidence in the High Commissioner
and said that it ha¢ been particularly happy to welcome the HCR mission sent to Iran
to discuss problems of common interest. The people of Iran were aware of the
sufferings and anguish of displaced persons. He himsclf had until recently been a
refugeec., Obeying the will of the Irenian neople, his Government had broken with the
hypocritical attitude of the former régimc and was tryln to introduce the teachings
of Islam in its domestic and forelgn policies
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35. One of the first acts of the new Government had been to support the
Palestinian refugees and the liberation struggle of the PLO in its attempt to
regain its legitimate rights. The causes wnderlying the refugee problem had to
be eliminated. In that connexion.he wished to denounce those Powers that
deliberately incitced whole peoples to leav: their countries of origin and then,
under cover of international charity, maintained them, instead of helping them to
return home in accordance with repcated resolutions of the United Hations.

35. The second act of the Republic had been to denounce apartheid and break off
relationg with the Government of South Alfrica.

37. Despite the immense task of reconstruction facing his country and the fact
that the former régime had transferred more than $40 billion ahroad, the new
Govermment had not hesitated to maks a gesture of international solidarity by
announcing a contribution to helwn the refugces of South-Bast Asia at the meeting
convened by the High Commigsioner on that subject.

38, Hisg Govermment could not remain indifferent to the fate of refugees within its
own frontiers or elsevhere. He referred to the very heavy burden being placed
upon Pakistan by the great influx of refugces. Despite its current economic
difficulties his Government would continue to support the efforts of the

High Commissioner to solve the refugee problem throughout the world.

29, “lMr. CHORAFAS (Greece) pledged his Covernmont's fullest possible support for
UNHCR and exvressed satisfaction with the veport of the High Commissioner
(A/AC.96/564). Because of the tragic situation of refugees and the dramatic
increase in their nuubers, governments had a special regponsibility to assist the.
work of the High Commissioner in.every possible way; that work should be
strengthened and expanded.

40, His delegation had noted that the financial targets proposed in

document A/AC.96/564 represented the minimum necegsary tc meet urgent needs, and
was in favour of approving the target both for the General Programmes and

Special Programmes for 1979 and 1980. Although it was useful for the Committee
to have tentative projections for the next few years, his delegation realized that
the programme requirements of UNHCR, by their very nature, hardly lent themselves
to long-term or even medium~term projection.

41. His delegation welcomed the proposal to establish a fund for durable solutions,
and hoped that practical decisions could be taken in that regard at the present
session of the Executive Comnittee.

42. Greece continued to talte an active part in UNHCR activities. In the

past year 378 asylum-scekers had been granted refugee status in Greece,

490 refugees had emigrated and 25 had been naturalized. Ag in the past, his
Government had shown great understanding in dealing with asylum~seekers with
inadequate documentation by giranting them entry permits and political asylum.

Tt had accepted for permanent establishment 52 Vietnamese refugees, who were
already living and working in Greece. Their settlement had been a total success;
when offered an opportunity to go to another country some had preferred to stay.
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Greece wvas expecting 150 more Douth-last Asian rng ces shortly. A congiderable
number of boat people had been rescued by Greek ships and res ttléd in other
countries. - Hig Government hed ingtructed the masters of Grzek vessels o rescue
any refugees they might find drifting in the South China Sea. In co-ovneration:
with the Office of the High Commisgionear Greel authorities had also been

issuing guaranfeecs for refugees wvho, having been rescued, needed to disembark at

the first port of call.

4%. The determination of refuges stetus had bheen considerably facilitated by the
smooth functioning of the nevw procedure egtablighed in co-overation with UNHCR.
In 1978 the Greel Covermment had wvithdrawn most of the reservations it had made
when acceding to the 1951 Convention. It had increased its contribution to
annuities from 30 per cent to 45 per cent. In 1980 a further increasc in
government participation would reduce the UNHCR Conwlbu’blOl to 50 per cent.

Greece continued to provide transit facilities for groups or individuals wishing
to resettle elsevhere.

44. The High Commissioner and his staff were to be partieularly commended on their
efforts in dealing with the situation in South-Bast Asia. Clearly the situation
in South~Bast Asia would continue to affect UNHCR expenditure in Asia.  His
delegation believed that no effort should be sparcd to bring relief to the peovnle
of that region, but Africa, Latin America and Eurone also neecded help from UNHCR.

45. His Government deeply appreciated the. assistance given by the High Commissioner
to some 200,000 displaced persons in Cynrus. That work wag designed to help a

once peaceful and prosperous-population ta live in bearable conditions wntil they
were alloved to return to their homes and -land in accordance with repeated

United Nations resolutions. His delegation thanked donor countries for thelr
generosity and appealed to them to cont;nue theiy assistance, vhich went a long way
to heln displaced persons to survive.

46, Hpr. CORDERO di MONTEZILMOLO (Italy)'said that” the gualitative and quantitative
aspects of the refugee problem had been well illustrated in the report of the

High Commissioner, whose vork was greatly anpreciated by the Italian Government.
What was needed was a political apnroach to secttle the problems behind the exodus
of so many refugees; bub the political problems were so complex that there was
little hope of solving them in most of the regions concerned. However, unless

the international community acted to arrest the flov of refugees and seek solutions,
the refugee problem itself might well become ingoluble in the near future,

AT. Ttaly had always co-operated with UHHCR, most recently in the fowm of a
special :allocation of some 57C million lire. Italy had also taken independent
steps to-help the peoples of South-Dast Asia: some 1,200 persong had already been
settled in Italy and others were expectea. Ttalian shwns had been sent to
bouth-Fast Asgian waters swecifically to nick un refugees at sca.

48. Yith respect to the "traditional" movements of asylun-seekers from

Eastern Burope, he said that Italy wvas a typical country of first asylum. It was
prepared to act as a bridge between country of origin and country of final
scttlement. Therc was no question of the temporary hospitality granted by Italy

in such cases being disscciated from emigration to another host country.
Dometimes obstacles &rose, and gocdwill was called for to -avoid causing distress.
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49. Mr. KASTOFT (Denmark) sald that the enlargement of the Committee was a sign of
increased support for the cause of refugees and displaced persons throughout the
world., The tragic growth of the refugee prcblem during the past year, as described
by the High Commissioner, placed a particular responsibility on the current session
of the Committee.

50. In the Sub-Committee of the Whole on International Protection, his delegation
had worked to establizh criteria which represented s failr balance between the rights
nd needs of the individwal sceker of asylum and the interests and obligations cof
the receiving State. Such criteria must be generally applicable and should gain
tniversal recognition if, as his delegation hoped, they were to constitute a genuine
step forward in international humanitarian law.

531. His delegation found the proposed target of $2%3 million for the 1980 General
Programmes realistic in the circumstances. He was speaking on bhehalf of a caretaker
Government, but the outgoing Government had planned to increase Denmark's annual
contribution to UNHCR General Programmes from 6.5 million kroner in 1979 to

15 miliion kroner, about $3 million, in 1980, The 1979 contributions had been
gupplemented by an unearmarked special contribution to the General Programmes of
about $3 million. That, together with the annual contributions to UNHCR educational
and similar activities and special contributions to the UNHCR South-East Asian
Programme and Special Programme in Uganda, Denmark's total contribution to UNHCR in
1279 had amounted to about $8 million, which was more than one dollar per Dane.
Denmark's over-all assistance to refugees, including reception in Denmark and
contributions to programmes administered by UNHCR, the International Red Cross, ICEM,
TUEF and church organizations outside Denmark, would exceed $30 million in 1979.

He had mentioned those figures to support his earlier appeals for more eguitable
burden-sharing among donor countries and an over-all increase in contributions
commensurate with the problem facing the international community.

52. The proposal submitted by the High Commissioner (A/AC.96/569) on the
establishment of 2 UNHCR fund for durable solutions to some extent met the ideas put
forward by the representative of Denmark at the July Meeting on Refugees and Displaced
Fersons in South-East Asia, to the effect that programmes combining development and
resettlement objectives as far asg possibls within the region of the refugees concerned
should be envisaged. However, the prcposal did not, in its prelirinary form, offer
concrete suggestions corresponding to the specific recommendations Denmark had made.
He looked forward to a fruitful discussion on agenda item 7 and was particularly
interested in the views of developing countries regarding the use of settlement
possibilities in their countries in combination with development assistance, as had
been proposed by Denmark.

5%. The regular yearly appropriation for reception and integration of some 500
refugees in Denmark was being used, in close co-operation with the UNHCR resettlement
section, for the resettlement of refugees from all over the world, with special
attention being given to handicapped and other particularly vulnerable cases. In
addition to the general quota, Demmark had offered to resettle a further 500
“ndo-Chinese refugees in response to appeals made at the July Meeting. Those people
had just arrived in Denmark from camps in Hong Kong, Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia,
and other Indo-Chinese rescued by Danish ships were also arriving. The reception
and integration programme was carried out by the Danish Refugee Council, a voluntary
agency, and was aimed at enabling each refugee within a period of approximately two
-years, to enjoy his rights and opportunities on an equal basis with Danish citizens.
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54, The responsibility for giving the High Commicsionsr the means to act
effectively in the field of legel pfotecuion, meterial assistance programmes and
the search for durable solutions for every single rcfucvc, rested upon the
international 2 mity as a whole, Hig dzlecsvion noped shat the current session
of the hxecutive Tommittee would reflect the political “_Ml to meet the challenge
which it facaed.

T

5. Iir. ASSEDLI (Uganda) s said that it was enc ouraging to note the international
ommunity's increasing awareness of the serious reflgee nroblen tarougaout the

world, of wiich the situations in Africa - where the re were over 4 miillion refugees -
and in South~ast Aciag ime examples. That awvarensarn had been reflected in

a series oi incermation nd regional meetings which had passed useful resolutions
and recommendations. The egtanlishment of a UMHCR fund for durable scolutions,

vhich hig delegation supported in principle, was ancther step in the right direction,

[@ RNy
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56. In Africa, the refugee problem had two main causes: foreign domination
accompanied by raciem =2nd a minority regime, and dictatorial rule resulting in
massive violation of human rights.  Although those causes were, to a considerable
extent, political, uatil they were removed, the refugee problem would become more
acute. Tt was time for the Committee to take decisive action, es Uganda had done
to eliminate the conditions which, for the past eight years, had been responsible
for the enormous ocutflow of its people seeking refuge. He thanlied UMHCR and the
other humanitarian organizations and friendly countries which nad helped with the
voluntary repatriation of Ugandan refugees following the liberation of Uganda,
Over half the estimated number of Ugandan retfugees had already returned home and
were participating in the reconstruction of their country. He assured the
Committee that the Ugandan ekiles in neighbouring countries were not in the
categories defined in {he 1951 Convention aand the 1967 Protocol, since the situation
in Uganda had returned to normal and there was no need for them to be afraid to
return, unless they had committed a serious crime against the Ugandan people.

57. The number of refugees sheltered in Uganda remained the saize as that reported
at the previous session of the Commitieec. Unfortunately, the rccent developments in
Uganda had seriourly affected varicus refusee gettlements ar? external assistance
would be needed to give the refugees a new start. Similarly a number of nationals,
displaced as the war had iptonsifﬁed, qnd returnin@ exiles woulld also require external
assistance, His Government aporecisted the cuiclk response of tlie Secretary-General
and the High Commisg swoner and, through tnem, of .governments and non-governmental
organizations, He hoped tnau the High Commigsioner's target of $13% million weuld

be achieved very soon, since that assistance would be of conciderable help in
stabilizing the country. He assured mewbers that nis Government had no intention

of diverting any of the aid provided for purposes other than those for which it was
intended.

58. His Government vould,sdbport all endeavours to put an end to the refugee
problem and was reconsidering its accession to the 1951 Convention and the

1967 Protocol, with particular reference to the reservations made by the former
regime. It hoped to accede to the OAU Convention and supported in principle the
proposal, made at ths Arusha Confersnce, thot an ad hee consultative commitiee
should De established to deal with refugee problems on the ifrican continent.,
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Mr. Hessel (France) took the Chair.

59. Mr. GHALIB (Observer for Somalia) expressed deep appreciation to UNHCR,
voluntary agencies, international organizations and sympathetic countries for

their generous response to appeals for assistance for the refugees and displaced
persons from Western Somalie and Abo. The refugee problem in Somalia had reached
alarming proportions, as indicated in document A/AC.96/564/Add.l, paragraphs 6 to 10.
Since its accession to independence, Somalia had always suffered from a refugee
problem, but had never officially declared that situation bhefore 1978, because

the refugees returned home within a reasonable period of time. However, since
mid--1978, the flow of refugees had increased to the point where the regular
assistance programmes were no longer sufficient. The number of refugees in camps
had increased from some 80,000 dvuring the first half of 1978 to 331,000 by the end
of September 1979. Over the past few months, approximately 1,000 refugees had been
arriving daily, and the total refugee population at large, as well as in camps, now
amounted to about 1 million. That nightmare situation had recently obliged his
Govermnment to declare a state of emergency. The entire country was affected by the
problem; many of the inhabitants were nomads and overgrazing was affecting
vegetation and endangering the ecological balance, thereby threatening livestock,
which constituted the main national resource and making famine a distinct possibility.

60. His Government was doing its utmost to assist the refugees, within its financial
and budgetary limitations, not only with food, clothing, shelter, emergency medical
supplies and other basic necessities, but also through determined efforts to sustain
the morale and dignity of the refugees by engaging them in productive work in order
to make them self-reliant.. That was why a number of refugee camps had been located
in areas best suited to agriculture. DEffective and speedy implementation of the
programmes and projects for refugees required generous financial assistance from-
humanitarian agencies, international organizations, sympathetic countries and other
donors. The agsistance requested was to meet, not only the immediate needs of
refugees for food, shelter, clothing and medical facilities, but also their long-term
requirements, such as the creation of agricultural settlements, for which machinery
and other aid would be essential. Under the subheading '"local integration"
(A/AC.96/564/0dd.1, paragraphs 8 and 9), firther steps to accelerate the self-
sufficiency programmes for refugees in Somalia were outlined. In that connexion,

he drew attention to the memorandum submitted through UNHCR spegifying annual
requirements for food aid, services and durable solutions for an estimated 350,000
refugees in his country. Although his Govermment appreciated the assistance received
from UNHCR, specialized agencies, friendly States and donor organizations, it was
totally inadequate.

61, The problem should be dealt with under two complementary programmes: one
essentially humaniterian, concerned with food, medical care and shelter for refugees,
and the other social and economic, covering temporary resettlement of refugees to
enable them to become gelf-supporting. In his delegation's view, the situation
merited an inter-agency or multi-disciplinary mission similar to those sent by the
Secretary-General to other disaster areas in Africa. However, UITHCR should continue
to play a central role because the problem was essentially a refugee problem.
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62. Mr. ABAIEZ (Chsorver fow Djibouti) said thas his country had been faced with
a crushing refugee burden since its accession to independence and refugees nov
accounted for some 1C per cent of its population. That constituted = tremsndous
burden for one of thz smallest and poorest countries in the world, where some

50 per cent of iz active population vas unemployed and the wealmess of the new
sociel and administrative structures wosed serious problems. It wrould
impossible for his country to meet the needs of the 30,000 refugees
sheltering without the assistance of URHCR, ?%?rﬁncuemt srs 0f the
of rural origin and were housed in camps, vhere their immediate need
the agsistance nrovided by the international commﬂni+y co~ordinated by UNHCR.
extensive housing prog s under way to improve the living conditions of
refugees. Tentative efforts towards integration had been uvndertaken, including
the Houloud irrigation project, BSOS 100 kilometres south of Diibouti, where

refugees and nationals

A

tc e done and it was egsential to organize ediication

63. Hovever, much remaincd
> the many children in the Ali-Sabieh and Dikhil camps The situation oi the
rulal refugees posed legs of a problem then that oi the urban ones. His Government

was seriously concernsd over the situation of the latter. Although 10,000 people

r1ad been teken in by relulees and friends or foreigners in Djibouti, p,OOO had been
accorde refugee status and many of then wvere young students or former employees who

¢poke Tnglish only, and to vhom the limited French-gpealting educational system and
labour market offered no hope of wchabilitation. The only solution for those
people, vho might well become a real denger to national neace and security, wa

gsettlement in a third country where they could continue their studies or fin
vork. lle therefore appealed to governments and international agencies to Take
urgent, concrste measures to deal with the situation. He expressed his Government's
gratitude to Baypt, the Ivory Coast, the ”hited States and the Thited Kingdom which
had agreed to tale some of those young refugees.
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64. His country had adhered to the international legal instruments concerning
refugees and had passed legislatbtion to ensure the implementation of its undertakings
under those instruments Tt was ready to discuss with interested parties, and
with the help of the hl"ﬂ Commisgioner, the pogsible voluntary repatriation oi the
refugees to whom 1t had granted auylum, gsince it felt thot that was the best
golution provided the conditions were right. Hig delegation fully supported the
proposal for establishment of a fund for durable solutions, but stressed the need
for objectivity to ensure that one region was not favoured at the expense of others.
He thanked all the organizations which had helped hig Government to meet its
humanitarian obligations.

The meeting roge at 1.10 p.m.
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