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The meeting was c a l l e d t o o r d e r a t 10.10 a.m. 

THE RIGHT OF ProPLES TO SELFЧ)ЕТЕШШАТION AND ITS APPLICATION TO proPLES 

UNDER COLONIAL OR ALIEN DOMINATION OR TOREICU OCCUPATION (agenda i t e m 9) 

( c o n t i n u e d ) (E/CN.4/1989/13, 14, 49, 52, 53, 55, 59 and 61; E/CN.4/1989/NGO/33; 

A/43/735) 

1. M r . KASSIE NEOU ( P r o c e d u r a l A s p e c t s o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l Law I n s t i t u t e ) s a i d 

t h a t , as a s u r v i v o r o f Cambodian g e n o c i d e now r e s i d e n t i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s , 

he r e g r e t t e d t h a t i t was s t i l l n e c e s s a r y t o r e m i n d the Commission o f the 

f o r e i g n o c c u p a t i o n o f Kampuchea and t o urge t h e prompt w i t h d r a w a l o f a l l 

f o r e i g n f o r c e s . Commission r e s o l u t i o n 1988/6 on t h e s i t u a t i o n i n Kampuchea 

was u n f o r t u n a t e l y i n a d e q u a t e , s i n c e the Commission had f a i l e d t o make any 

p r o v i s i o n , a s one o f "the e s s e n t i a l conçonents o f a j u s t and d u r a b l e s o l u t i o n 

t o the Kampuchean p r o b l e m " , t o r e q u i r e the f u t u r e Cambodian Government t o 

commit i t s e l f t o r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s * , and the e x i s t i n g s i t u a t i o n made i t 

h i g h l y l i k e l y t h a t t h e r e would be a r e c u r r e n c e o f p a s t v i o l a t i o n s . M o r e o v e r , 

t h e r e was no r e f e r e n c e i n the r e s o l u t i o n t o the f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s o f human 

r i g h t s t h a t were s t i l l o c c u r r i n g . At the v e r y t i m e when the G e n e r a l Assembly 

had begun t o r e c o g n i z e the magnitude o f p a s t v i o l a t i o n s , t h e Kanpuchean p a r t y 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r them had been a b d u c t i n g thousands o f p e o p l e who had t a k e n 

r e f u g e i n caitps i n T h a i l a n d , and t a k i n g them by f o r c e i n t o combat z o n e s . The 

"Khmer Rouge" had u n d e r t a k e n a m a s s i v e m i l i t a r y b u i l d - u p ready t o s u b v e r t the 

f u t u r e government o f n a t i o n a l r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . From t h e o u t s e t , the aged and 

i n f i r m had been abandoned and the wounded had been d e n i e d m e d i c a l t r e a t m e n t o r 

e v a c u a t i o n by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Red C r o s s , I t was o b v i o u s t h a t t h e Khmer 

Pouge remained j u s t a s c r u e l , and s t i l l had the same contempt f o r human l i f e 

and human r i g h t s , a s f o r m e r l y . U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n t h e a r e a 

were w e l l aware o f the a t r o c i t i e s , and some had r e c e n t l y p r o t e s t e d a g a i n s t 

them. 

2. I t might w e l l be a s k e d why such v i o l a t i o n s , whose major i n p l i c a t i o n s f o r 

the s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f the Cambodian p e o p l e were o b v i o u s , were i g n o r e d by 

t h e Commission on Human R i g h t s . The Commission s h o u l d c a l l t h i n g s by name and 

n o t r e f e r m e r e l y t o " p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s " , as was done i n t h e r e s o l u t i o n 

(43/19) a d o p t e d by the G e n e r a l Assembly a t i t s f o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n . The t h r e e 

s p e c i a l r a p p o r t e u r s a p p o i n t e d by the C o r t m i s s i o n , and many S t a t e s Members o f 

t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , had r e c o g n i z e d t h a t t h o s e " p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s " were 

n o t h i n g l e s s than g e n o c i d e . Any r e c u r r e n c e o f s u c h g e n o c i d e must be 

p r e v e n t e d . I n i t s r e s o l u t i o n , hovrever, the G e n e r a l Assembly had s a i d n o t h i n g 

about p r e v e n t i n g t h o s e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r mass v i o l a t i o n s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y 

r e c o g n i z e d human r i g h t s from o c c u p y i n g p o s i t i o n s i n the n e x t Government. That 

was n o t m e r e l y an i n t e r n a l m a t t e r , s i n c e i f p e o p l e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r g e n o c i d e 

were t o occupy p o s i t i o n s i n the f u t u r e i n t e r i m a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a u t h o r i t y , t h e 

d e c i s i o n would be t h a t o f t h e powers t h a t had g i v e n them r e f u g e , and n o t o f 

the Cambodian p e o p l e . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o - o p e r a t i o n f o r which t h e Commission 

would c a l l i n o r d e r t o l i b e r a t e mankind f r m the s c o u r g e o f g e n o c i d e was 

p r e c i s e l y what was needed i n the c a s e o f Kanpuchea, I t s h o u l d t a k e the form 

o f a d e c l a r a t i o n by the Commission on Human R i g h t s a f f i r m i n g t h a t t h o s e 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r g e n o c i d e s h o u l d be p r e v e n t e d f r o m o c c u p y i n g p o s i t i o n s i n the 

n e x t Government. The e x e r c i s e by the Cambodian p e o p l e o f t h e i r r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n would c e r t a i n l y be promoted by such a d e c l a r a t i o n . 



E/CN. 4/1989/SR.11 

page 3 

3. Mr. RYDER ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n f e d e r a t i o n o f F r e e Trade U n i o n s - ICFTU) s a i d 

t h a t ICFTU endeavoured t o s u p p o r t a l l e f f o r t s t o c r e a t e f a v o u r a b l e c o n d i t i o n s 

f o r t h e r e a l i z a t i o n by a l l p e o p l e s o f t h e i r r i g h t t o n a t i o n a l freedom and 

i n d e p e n d e n c e , a s w e l l as a l l measures n e c e s s a r y t o d e f e n d democracy and 

freedcsn a g a i n s t any t o t a l i t a r i a n or i m p e r i a l i s t a g g r e s s i o n . The e x e r c i s e o f 

t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n c a l l e d f o r an absence o f any e x t e r n a l 

i n f l u e n c e and a l s o f o r c e r t a i n b a s i c g u a r a n t e e s w i t h i n c o u n t r i e s . Even when 

t h e r e was no u n l a w f u l e x t e r n a l i n f l u e n c e , a p e o p l e c o u l d n o t be r e g a r d e d as 

e x e r c i s i n g t h a t r i g h t i f i t was d e n i e d the freedom o f e x p r e s s i o n and freedom 

o f a s s o c i a t i o n t o e n a b l e i t t o p l a y a p a r t i n t h e e c o n o m i c , s o c i a l and 

p o l i t i c a l l i f e o f i t s c o u n t r y . ICFTU had t h e r e f o r e n o t e d w i t h i n t e r e s t the 

r e p o r t o f the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r on the q u e s t i o n o f m e r c e n a r i e s (A/43/735 and 

E/CN. 4/1989/14). The d e f i n i t i o n o f a mercenary s h o u l d be b r o a d enough t o 

encompass any i n d i v i d u a l who p a r t i c i p a t e d i n a c t s o f r e p r e s s i o n o f b a s i c human 

r i g h t s i n r e t u r n f o r f i n a n c i a l reward and s h o u l d a l s o c o v e r i n d i v i d u a l s 

r e c r u i t e d and o p e r a t i n g w i t h i n the f r o n t i e r s o f t h e i r own c o u n t r y . ICFTU was 

c o n c e r n e d a t the e v e r - g r o w i n g phenomenon o f the murder o f t r a d e u n i o n i s t s and 

o t h e r s by h i r e d k i l l e r s , namely m e r c e n a r i e s who were i n t h e pay and under t h e 

o r d e r s o f i n d i v i d u a l s . I n some c o u n t r i e s , the phenomenon had r e ached s u c h a 

s c a l e t h a t the Governments c o n c e r n e d had s a i d t h a t t h e y were p o w e r l e s s t o d e a l 

w i t h i t . T hat a p p l i e d t o C o l o m b i a w h e r e , a c c o r d i n g t o i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e 

t o ICFTU, some 500 t r a d e u n i o n i s t s had been murdered i n 1988. The C o l o m b i a n 

Government had i n f o r m e d the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labour O r g a n i s a t i o n t h a t t h o s e 

r e s p o n s i b l e were h i r e d k i l l e r s a c t i n g i n d i v i d u a l l y or i n p a r a m i l i t a r y g r o u p s . 

R e l a t i v e l y few a r r e s t s had s o f a r been made, and the a c t i v i t i e s o f the 

m e r c e n a r i e s were s e r i o u s l y e n d a n g e r i n g r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s i n t h a t 

c o u n t r y . 

4. B r a z i l was e x p e r i e n c i n g the same phenomenon, a s e x e n p l i f i e d by the 

m u r der, i n December 1988, o f a w e l l - k n o w n t r a d e u n i o n i s t and e c o l o g i s t . I t 

was t o be hoped t h a t t h e B r a z i l i a n Government would i n t e n s i f y i t s e f f o r t s t o 

e l i m i n a t e s u c h mercenary a c t i v i t y . 

5. ICFTU r e a l i z e d t h a t t o b r i n g t h a t t y p e o f a c t i v i t y w i t h i n the scope o f 

any e v e n t u a l i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n v e n t i o n would mean a c o n s i d e r a b l e i n c r e a s e i n 

the number o f c a s e s f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n b u t , t o be e f f e c t i v e , any i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

a c t i o n i n t h a t f i e l d must be based on a s u f f i c i e n t l y b r o a d d e f i n i t i o n and 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n w i t h a v i e w t o e l i m i n a t i n g the t h r e a t p o s e d by mercenary 

a c t i v i t i e s t o the e x e r c i s e o f t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

6. M r s . GRAF ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l League f o r t h e R i g h t s and L i b e r a t i o n o f 

P e o p l e s ) , r e c a l l i n g the h i s t o r y o f E r i t r e a , s a i d t h a t the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n 

was t h e main v i c t i m o f the b r u t a l war which had been g o i n g on t h e r e f o r more 

tha n 27 y e a r s . Many o r g a n i z a t i o n s had g i v e n e v i d e n c e o f the numerous a c t s o f 

v i o l e n c e c o mmitted a g a i n s t the E r i t r e a n c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n and a g a i n s t 

E r i t r e a n s l i v i n g a b r o a d . The E t h i o p i a n m i l i t a r y a g g r e s s i o n had a l s o c l a i m e d 

v i c t i m s among the E t h i o p i a n p o p u l a t i o n . Mincers were f o r c i b l y r e c r u i t e d i n t o 

the army and the E t h i o p i a n régime had d e n i e d the e x i s t e n c e o f some 12,000 o f 

i t s own s o l d i e r s c a p t u r e d by the E r i t r e a n P e o p l e ' s L i b e r a t i o n F r o n t (EPLF) and 

they were thus d e p r i v e d o f a l l h u m a n i t a r i a n a s s i s t a n c e . 

7. The E t h i o p i a n Government's argument t h a t the development o f E r i t r e a had 

been i d e n t i c a l w i t h t h a t o f E t h i o p i a f o r 4,000 y e a r s was t o t a l l y unfounded and 

d i s p r o v e d by h i s t o r y . E r i t r e a was cotiposed o f n i n e e t h n i c g r o u p s , b u t t h a t 

d i d n o t p r e v e n t i t from f o r m i n g a p e o p l e . The u n i t y o f t h a t p e o p l e , w h i c h was 
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n o t a n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t y , was c o n f i r m e d by the armed s t r u g g l e which i t had 

waged s i n c e September 1961 and w h i c h had r e s u l t e d i n the l i b e r a t i o n 

o f 8 0 per c e n t o f the t e r r i t o r y (and 7 0 per c e n t o f the p o p u l a t i o n ) , now 

a d m i n i s t e r e d by the EPLF and the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f new econcmic and s o c i a l 

r e l a t i o n s . 

8. The E r i t r e a n p e o p l e s h o u l d be a b l e t o e x e r c i s e t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f -

d e t e r m i n a t i o n w i t h o u t p r e j u d i c e t o the i n t e g r i t y o f t h e i r t e r r i t o r y or o f the 

f r o n t i e r s i n h e r i t e d from c o l o n i a l i s m . The e x e r c i s e o f t h a t r i g h t d i d n o t 

c o n s t i t u t e a s e c e s s i o n . The p r i n c i p l e o f r e s p e c t f o r the f r o n t i e r s i n h e r i t e d 

f r o m c o l o n i a l i s m , c o n s i d e r e d by a l l c o n c e r n e d a s a f u n d a m e n t a l element o f the 

C h a r t e r o f the O r g a n i z a t i o n o f A f r i c a n №> i t y , had n o t been e x p r e s s l y w r i t t e n 

i n t o t h a t C h a r t e r . The f a c t t h a t the OAU had been founded i n 1963 - a f t e r 

E t h i o p i a ' s u n i l a t e r a l a b r o g a t i o n o f the f e d e r a l system - d i d n o t mean t h a t i t 

had been or was committed t o g u a r a n t e e i n g the u n i t y o f t h e t e r r i t o r y 

c o m p r i s i n g E t h i o p i a and E r i t r e a . On i t s c r e a t i o n , the OAU c o u l d o n l y t a k e 

n o t e o f the de j u r e and the de f a c t o s i t u a t i o n , w h i c h had been and r e m a i n e d 

i l l e g a l . That s t a t e o f a f f a i r s c o u l d n o t now be l e g i t i m i z e d by the d o c t r i n e 

o f the OAU, w h i c h was r e q u i r e d t o a c t i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the aims and 

p r i n c i p l e s o f the C h a r t e r o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s . 

9. The war o f n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n i n E r i t r e a must be r e c o g n i z e d as an 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l armed c o n f l i c t . I n t h e f i r s t a d d i t i o n a l P r o t o c o l t o the F o u r t h 

Geneva C o n v e n t i o n , i t was s t i p u l a t e d t h a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l armed c o n f l i c t s 

i n c l u d e d armed c o n f l i c t s i n w h i c h p e o p l e s t r u g g l e d a g a i n s t c o l o n i a l d o m i n a t i o n 

and f o r e i g n o c c u p a t i o n and a g a i n s t r a c i s t r é g i m e s - a p r i n c i p l e g e n e r a l l y 

r e c o g n i z e d by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. The E r i t r e a n q u e s t i o n came w i t h i n 

the c o n p e t e n c e o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s by r e a s o n o f the O r g a n i z a t i o n ' s d u a l 

o b l i g a t i o n t o ensure the maintenance o f peace and r e s p e c t f o r t h e r i g h t o f 

p e o p l e s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . The O r g a n i z a t i o n o f A f r i c a n U n i t y h a d a d u t y 

t o work s t e a d f a s t l y f o r the t o t a l e m a n c i p a t i o n o f A f r i c a n t e r r i t o r i e s t h a t 

were n o t y e t i n d e p e n d e n t . S t a t e s and i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , f o r t h e i r 

p a r t , had an o b l i g a t i o n t o a b s t a i n from any c o - o p e r a t i o n i n t e n d e d t o s u p p r e s s 

a n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n movement and t o c o n t r i b u t e t o the e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t 

t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n by a l l a v a i l a b l e d i p l c m a t i c and m a t e r i a l means. 

10. The EPLF had been p r o p o s i n g s i n c e 1981 t h a t a r e f e r e n d u m be o r g a n i z e d 

under the a u s p i c e s o f the I f t i i t e d N a t i o n s , the OAU o r sc«ie o t h e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n , t o e n a b l e the E r i t r e a n p e o p l e t o c h o o s e between f u l l 

i n d e p e n d e n c e , f e d e r a l a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h E t h i o p i a and r e g i o n a l a u t o n o i i y w i t h i n 

E t h i o p i a . O f f i c i a l r e c o g n i t i o n by the OAU o f the E r i t r e a n movement a s a 

n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n movement would be a s t e p t o w a r d s a j u s t and p e a c e f u l 

s o l u t i o n , s i n c e such a d e c i s i o n w o u ld be r a t i f i e d by the S t a t e s Members o f 

the U n i t e d N a t i o n s . In t h a t c o n n e c t i o n , i t s h o u l d be r e c a l l e d t h a t the 

q u e s t i o n o f Western Sahara was i n the p r o c e s s o f b e i n g s e t t l e d b e c a u s e the OAU 

had r e c o g n i z e d the P o l i s a r i o F r o n t a s the l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the 

Sahrawi p e o p l e . 

1 1 . Whether t h e q u e s t i o n was t o be c o n s i d e r e d by the S p e c i a l Committee on the 

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f the D e c l a r a t i o n on the G r a n t i n g o f Independence t o C o l o n i a l 

C o u n t r i e s and P e o p l e s or by some o t h e r body, the U n i t e d N a t i o n s had a d u t y t o 

g i v e the E r i t r e a n p e o p l e the o p p o r t u n i t y t o e x p r e s s t h e i r w i l l . 
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12. Mr. PRIEIAIDA ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n o f F r e e J o u r n a l i s t s ) s a i d t h a t 

c o l o n i z a t i o n had n o t d i s a p p e a r e d b u t t h a t i t s t i l l e x i s t e d i n t h e form o f 

e c o n o m i c , c u l t u r a l , i d e o l o g i c a l , or s i m p l y m i l i t a r y , c o l o n i z a t i o n . 

D e c o l o n i z a t i o n was o f t e n p a i n f u l and t r a g i c , a s i n the c a s e o f V i e t Nam o r 

more r e c e n t l y o f A f g h a n i s t a n . No i n v a d e r had ever a c t e d o u t o f p h i l a n t h r o p i c 

m o t i v e s , and the r e a s o n s i n v o k e d by any f o r e i g n power f o r i n v a d i n g a n other 

c o u n t r y were a d m i s s i b l e o n l y i n the e yes o f the a g g r e s s o r . 

1 3 . The n a t i o n a l i s t movements t h a t had r e c e n t l y emerged i n the USSR were n o t 

the consequence o f a s u d d e n l y awakened a w a r e n e s s , b u t had been made p o s s i b l e 

by the d i s a p p e a r a n c e o f the t e r r o r e x e r c i s e d by an e a r l i e r r e g i m e . M i l l i o n s 

o f p e o p l e had been v i c t i m s o f an e n t i r e p o l i c e a p p a r a t u s r a t h e r than o f a 

d i c t a t o r a c t i n g a l o n e . The new s i t u a t i o n i n the S o v i e t Union was e n c o u r a g i n g , 

and augured w e l l f o r the f u t u r e . The s u b j u g a t e d m i n o r i t i e s were b e g i n n i n g t o 

b e l i e v e i n a c e r t a i n l i b e r a l i s m on the p a r t o f the l e a d e r s . The c l a i m s o f t h e 

Armenians would have been been i n c o n c e i v a b l e a few y e a r s e a r l i e r . N a t i o n a l 

movements were b e g i n n i n g t o come i n t o b e i n g i n t h e B a l t i c r e p u b l i c s . Those 

emergent s i g n s o f r e s p e c t f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t s r a t i f i e d by the USSR 

were t o be welcomed, b u t much remained t o be done. D e s p i t e the g e n u i n e 

p r o g r e s s t o w h i c h the S o v i e t d e l e g a t i o n t o t h e Commission had drawn a t t e n t i o n , 

t h e B a l t i c r e p u b l i c s were s t i l l d e p r i v e d o f t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , 

and had been e v e r s i n c e the s i g n a t u r e o f the German-Soviet a c c o r d s i n 1939. 

E c o n o mic, c u l t u r a l and s o c i a l autonomy was n o t enough f o r pecç>les who had 

known independence and whose Government had had a s e a t i n the League o f 

N a t i o n s . The I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n o f F r e e J o u r n a l i s t s welcomed the 

changes r e f e r r e d t o by the S o v i e t d e l e g a t i o n i n the d i r e c t i o n o f a s t r i c t e r 

r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s . I t c o n s i d e r e d , however, t h a t the i d e a o f h o l d i n g 

the r e v i e w c o n f e r e n c e on the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f the H e l s i n k i A c c o r d s i n Moscow 

s h o u l d be r e j e c t e d o u t o f r e s p e c t f o r t h e m i l l i o n s o f v i c t i m s o f S t a l i n i s t 

t e r r o r . 

14. M r s . SEMSI (World Movement o f Mothers) s a i d t h a t the p r e s e n t o c c a s i o n was 

t h e f i r s t on w h i c h a K u r d i s h woman had spoken on b e h a l f o f her p e o p l e b e f o r e 

an i n t e r n a t i o n a l a s s e m b l y . S i n c e 1923, when the K u r d i s h t e r r i t o r y had been 

p a r t i t i o n e d between f o u r c o u n t r i e s , the K u r d i s h p e o p l e had been c o n s t a n t l y 

v i c t i m i z e d , p a r t i c u l a r l y by the T u r k i s h S t a t e , w h i c h d e n i e d t h a t p e o p l e ' s v e r y 

e x i s t e n c e . V e r y r e c e n t l y , the T u r k i s h army had r a i d e d a v i l l a g e , s u b j e c t i n g 

t h e i n h a b i t a n t s , i n c l u d i n g p r e g n a n t women and c h i l d r e n , t o p a r t i c u l a r l y 

inhuman t r e a t m e n t . The T u r k i s h Government had p roceeded t o d e p o r t the 

i n h a b i t a n t s o f the v i l l a g e i n o r d e r t o t u r n i t i n t o a m i l i t a r y z o n e . 

15. The K u r d i s h p e o p l e were d e t e r m i n e d t o f r e e t h e m s e l v e s from s u b j e c t i o n and 

l i v e i n a f r e e and i ndependent way. I n o r d e r t o e x e r c i s e t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f -

d e t e r m i n a t i o n , they were f i g h t i n g , under the l e a d e r s h i p o f the K u r d i s t a n 

N a t i o n a l L i b e r a t i o n F r o n t , a g a i n s t a r e g u l a r T u r k i s h army of 400,000 men 

s u p p l t í n e n t e d by a s p e c i a l r e s e r v e o f 64,000 men. The T u r k i s h Government had 

p l a c e d a t the head o f a l l K u r d i s h p r o v i n c e s a C o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l w i t h 

c o m prehensive powers, i n c l u d i n g l e g i s l a t i v e powers. The army was t e r r o r i z i n g 

t h e p o p u l a t i o n and c o n m i t t i n g m a s s a c r e s . The T u r k i s h S t a t e had a l s o 

e s t a b l i s h e d a m i l i t i a o f 12,000 men r e s p o n s i b l e f o r e x p o s i n g and e x e c u t i n g 

members o f the independence movement. I t d i d n o t h e s i t a t e t o use c h e m i c a l 

weapons a g a i n s t the f i g h t e r s o f the K u r d i s t a n N a t i o n a l L i b e r a t i o n F r o n t . 

16. The K u r d i s h p e o p l e were t h r e a t e n e d by g e n o c i d e . There were 10,000 

p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s , and 4,000 p e o p l e had been a r r e s t e d i n r e c e n t months. 
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Hundreds o f K u r d i s h p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s had been t r a n s f e r r e d t o p r i s o n s i n the 

T u r k i s h i n t e r i o r and c u t o f f from t h e i r f a m i l i e s , who spoke no T u r k i s h and 

were f o r b i d d e n t o speak t h e i r mother t o n g u e . 

17. The T u r k i s h a u t h o r i t i e s were a r r e s t i n g women a s w e l l a s men, and 

s u b j e c t i n g them t o rape and t o r t u r e i n p r i s o n . 

18. The World Movement o f Mothers a p p e a l e d t o the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t o 

c o n s i d e r , under agenda i t e m 9 , the s i t u a t i o n o f the K u r d i s h p e o p l e who were 

under t h r e a t o f g e n o c i d e , and t o e n s u r e t h a t t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 

was a t l a s t r e c o g n i z e d . 

19. M r . STEEL ( U n i t e d Kingdom) s a i d t h a t , d e s p i t e the e f f o r t s t he Commission 

had been making f o r many y e a r s , the l i s t o f v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s was 

growing no s h o r t e r . The r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , f o r e x a n p l e , c o n t i n u e d 

t o be d e n i e d t o numerous p e o p l e s t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d . T hat remained t r u e 

d e s p i t e e n c o u r a g i n g s i g n s o f movement i n t h a t r e s p e c t i n t h r e e major a r e a s o f 

the w o r l d where the r i g h t had l o n g been v i o l a t e d . 

20. H i s d e l e g a t i o n had r e p e a t e d l y e n p h a s i z e d the i i t p o r t a n c e o f t h e r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n a s i n v o k e d i n A r t i c l e s 1 and 55 o f the C h a r t e r o f the 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s and e n u n c i a t e d i n a r t i c l e 1 o f the two I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants 

on Human R i g h t s . T hat r i g h t o f p e o p l e s , once a c q u i r e d , must: be c o n s t a n t l y 

defended a g a i n s t any a t t a c k . The s u r e s t means o f d e f e n c e i n t h a t r e g a r d , 

however, was the e s t a b l i s h m e n t and unimpeded o p e r a t i o n o f a d e n o c r a t i c system 

o f r e g u l a r e l e c t i o n s by u n i v e r s a l s u f f r a g e i n a f r e e and f a i r e l e c t o r a l 

p r o c e s s t h a t was i t s e l f u p h e l d by r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s and fundamental 

f r e e d o m s . The p r e s e n c e or absence o f such a system was the a c i d t e s t o f 

whether a p e o p l e e n j o y e d the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

2 1 . The q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e was one o f the a r e a s i n which t h e r e had 

r e c e n t l y been some e n c o u r a g i n g d e v e l o p m e n t s . The U n i t e d Kingdom Government 

would c o n t i n u e t o urge a l l the p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d t o t a k e advantage o f the 

o p p o r t u n i t y o f f e r e d t o them t o s e t t l e t he p r o b l e m . I t remained c o n v i n c e d t h a t 

a j u s t and l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n s h o u l d be based on t h e r i g h t o f the P a l e s t i n i a n 

p e o p l e t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , c o u p l e d w i t h the r i g h t o f a l l S t a t e s i n the 

r e g i o n , i n c l u d i n g I s r a e l , t o e x i s t w i t h i n r e c o g n i z e d b o u n d a r i e s . 

22. The r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was among the human r i g h t s t h a t were 

b e i n g d e n i e d t o t h e non-white p o p u l a t i o n o f South A f r i c a . The o d i o u s s y s t e m 

o f a p a r t h e i d was i t s e l f a d e n i a l o f t h a t r i g h t , b o t h i n t h e o r y and p r a c t i c e . 

H i s d e l e g a t i o n would r e v e r t t o the q u e s t i o n d u r i n g the c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f agenda 

i t e m 6. W i t h r e s p e c t t o the s i t u a t i o n i n N a m i b i a , the U n i t e d Kingdom 

Government had c o n s i s t e n t l y opposed the p r o l o n g a t i o n o f the u n l a w f u l 

South A f r i c a n p r e s e n c e i n t h a t t e r r i t o r y and had s u p p o r t e d the q u e s t f o r a 

n e g o t i a t e d and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y a c c e p t a b l e s e t t l e m e n t o f t h e p r o b l e m on the 

b a s i s o f S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 435 ( 1 9 7 8 ) , so t h a t the Namibian p e o p l e 

c o u l d choose t h e i r own Government by f r e e and f a i r e l e c t i o n s . H i s Government 

t h e r e f o r e welcomed the agreement c o n c l u d e d i n December 1988 by the 

South A f r i c a n , A n g o l a n and Cuban Governments, w h i c h was an e n c o u r a g i n g s t e p i n 

t h a t d i r e c t i o n . 

23. The U h i t e d Kingdom a l s o welcomed the irtprovement i n the s i t u a t i o n i n 

A f g h a n i s t a n , and p a r t i c u l a r l y t he announcenent o f the c o m p l e t e w i t h d r a w a l o f 

S o v i e t f o r c e s from A f g h a n t e r r i t o r y . Such w i t h d r a w a l was, however, o n l y a 

f i r s t s t e p i n t h e r e s t o r a t i o n t o the Afghan p e o p l e o f t h e i r r i g h t t o 
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s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . T hat p e o p l e must then be a l l o w e d t o c h o o s e , i n an a c t o f 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , a government w h i c h t r u l y r e p r e s e n t e d them and was 

a c c o u n t a b l e t o them. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o nmunity must t h e r e f o r e r e m a i n 

v i g i l a n t . There c o u l d be no c o n s e n s u s u n l e s s t h e r i g h t o f the Afghan p e o p l e 

t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was e f f e c t i v e l y r e s p e c t e d and implemented. 

24. I n Cambodia, t o o , the w i t h d r a w a l o f a l l f o r e i g n f o r c e s was the f i r s t and 

e s s e n t i a l c o n d i t i o n f o r the e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f the 

Cambodian p e o p l e and the r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f Cambodia as an ind e p e n d e n t S t a t e 

under a f r e e l y - e l e с t e d and t r u l y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e Government. That would a l s o 

c o n t r i b u t e t o the r e s t o r a t i o n o f peace and s t a b i l i t y t h r o u g h o u t the r e g i o n . 

There must t h e r e f o r e be no r e t u r n t o the u n i v e r s a l l y condemned p o l i c i e s and 

p r a c t i c e s t h a t had c h a r a c t e r i z e d the s i t u a t i o n i n Cambodia i n r e c e n t y e a r s . 

25. There were many o t h e r c a s e s o f v i o l a t i o n o f t h e r i g h t t o s e l f -

d e t e r m i n a t i o n t h a t were a l s o o f c o n c e r n t o the U n i t e d Kingdom. H i s Government 

w o u l d , t h e r e f o r e , c o n t i n u e t o c o n t r i b u t e t o the e f f o r t s o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

c o n munity t o ensure u n i v e r s a l r e s p e c t f o r t h a t roost f u n d a m e n t a l o f human 

r i g h t s . 

26. The l u i i t e d Kingdom's p o s i t i o n on the q u e s t i o n o f m e r c e n a r i e s , on wh i c h a 

s p e c i a l r e p o r t was b e f o r e the C o n m i s s i o n , remained e n t i r e l y unchanged. W h i l e 

condemning t h e r e c r u i t m e n t , use or f i n a n c i n g o f m e r c e n a r i e s , h i s c o u n t r y 

c o n s i d e r e d , f o r t h e r e a s o n s e x p l a i n e d i n 1988, t h a t the C o n m i s s i o n was n o t the 

pro p e r f o r u m t o c o n s i d e r t h e q u e s t i o n , work on w h i c h , w i t h t h e a c t i v e 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f the I f t i i t e d Kingdom, was p r o c e e d i n g i n a n o t h e r U n i t e d N a t i o n s 

b o d y . 

27. Mr. DESroUY ( A r g e n t i n a ) s a i d t h a t the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n had 

become one o f the key f e a t u r e s o f c o n t e n p o r a r y i n t e r n a t i o n a l l i f e . I t e x e r t e d 

a p r o f o u n d i n f l u e n c e on the l i v e s and c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f a l l p e o p l e s and a l l 

i n d i v i d u a l s i n g e n e r a l , and was a fundamental c o n d i t i o n f o r the e f f e c t i v e 

enjoyment o f a l l human r i g h t s and f u n d a n e n t a l f r e e d o m s , i t was t h e r e f o r e a 

r i g h t t h a t o c c u p i e d a p r o m i n e n t p l a c e i n the two I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on 

Human R i g h t s . E x p e r i e n c e had shown t h a t p e o p l e s u n a b l e t o e x e r c i s e t h e i r 

r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n were a l s o d e n i e d a l l t h e i r o t h e r r i g h t s and 

freedoms because t h e y were s u b j e c t e d t o o p p r e s s i v e r é g i m e s or f o r e i g n 

o c c u p a t i o n . The mandatory n a t u r e o f t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was 

t h e r e f o r e i n d i s p u t a b l e , a s was i t s predominant p l a c e i n c o n t e m p o r a r y 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w . 

28. Recent e v e n t s i n v a r i o u s p a r t s o f the w o r l d t e s t i f i e d t o a f i n a l 

c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f t h a t p r i n c i p l e and t o the need t o r e s p e c t i t i n o r d e r t o 

e s t a b l i s h p e a c e . H i s d e l e g a t i o n welcomed the p r o g r e s s a c h i e v e d i n s e t t l i n g 

t he p r o b l e m o f N a m i b i a , and s u p p o r t e d the e f f o r t s o f the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l o f 

the U n i t e d N a t i o n s t o ensure the i n p l e m e n t a t i o n o f S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 

r e s o l u t i o n 435 (1 9 7 8 ) . I t was a l s o f o l l o w i n g w i t h i n t e r e s t t he deve l o p m e n t s 

i n the s i t u a t i o n i n W e s t e r n Sahara and was c o n v i n c e d t h a t the o r g a n i z a t i o n o f 

a referendum under the a u s p i c e s o f the № i i t e d N a t i o n s and the OAU would l e a d 

t o the s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f the Sahrawi p e o p l e . The w i t h d r a w a l o f S o v i e t 

t r o o p s from A f g h a n i s t a n was a d e c i s i v e s t e p i n t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h e r i g h t s 

o f t h e Afghan p e o p l e and an i n p o r t a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n by the S o v i e t U nion t o 

peace and i n t e r n a t i o n a l d e t e n t e . A r g e n t i n a hoped t h a t the pro b l e m o f 

A f g h a n i s t a n would be s o l v e d p e a c e f u l l y and w i t h due r e s p e c t f o r t h e 

fundamental r i g h t s o f a l l the p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d . W i t h r e s p e c t t o Kampuchea, 
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a v a i l a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n gave r e a s o n t o hope t h a t t h e r e c o u l d be a prompt 

s o l u t i o n t o the p r o b l e m . A r g e n t i n a r e a f f i r m e d i t s s u p p o r t f o r the e f f o r t s t o 

e n a b l e t h e Cambodian p e o p l e t o e x e r c i s e t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and 

t o s e c u r e r e s p e c t f o r the s o v e r e i g n t y and t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y o f Cambodia, 

and i t c a l l e d f o r t h e w i t h d r a w a l o f the f o r e i g n t r o o p s c u r r e n t l y o c c u p y i n g 

t h a t c o u n t r y . A l l p a r t i e s must u n d e r t a k e t o r e s p e c t the f u n d amental human 

r i g h t s o f the Kampuchean p e o p l e . 

29. D e s p i t e the p r o g r e s s made, i t must u n f o r t u n a t e l y be n o t e d t h a t t h e r e were 

s t i l l p e o p l e s who c o n t i n u e d t o be d e n i e d the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y the i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e Arab t e r r i t o r i e s o c c u p i e d by I s r a e l , and 

the South A f r i c a n p e o p l e s u b j e c t e d t o a p a r t h e i d . 

30. W h i l e r e a f f i r m i n g the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t o f p e o p l e s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , 

A r g e n t i n a w i s h e d t o draw the i n t e r n a t i o n a l coimnunity's a t t e n t i o n t o the 

a t t e i n t s b e i n g made t o d i s t o r t the t r u e scope o f t h a t r i g h t . I t was r i g h t l y 

s t i p u l a t e d i n p a r a g r a p h 6 o f G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 1514 ( X V ) , 

e s t a b l i s h i n g the framework f o r the d e c o l o n i z a t i o n p r o c e s s , t h a t "any a t t e i r p t 

aimed a t the p a r t i a l or t o t a l d i s r u p t i o n o f the n a t i o n a l u n i t y and the 

t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y o f a c o u n t r y i s i n c o n p a t i b i e w i t h the p u r p o s e s and 

p r i n c i p l e s o f the C h a r t e r o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s " . The r e s t o r a t i o n t o a S t a t e 

o f t h e t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y p r e v i o u s l y v i o l a t e d by c o l o n i a l i s m s i n p l y meant 

the r e s t o r a t i o n t o the p e o p l e o f t h a t S t a t e o f t h e r i g h t s c o n f e r r e d upon them 

by the p r i n c i p l e o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . A r g e n t i n a would t h e r e f o r e s t e a d f a s t l y 

oppose any a t t e m p t by any S t a t e t o d i s t o r t the scope o f t h a t r i g h t i n o r d e r t o 

p e r p e t u a t e i t s c o l o n i a l d o m i n a t i o n t o the d e t r i m e n t o f the t e r r i t o r i a l 

i n t e g r i t y o f s o v e r e i g n S t a t e s , a s was b e i n g done i n a p a r t o f the t e r r i t o r y o f 

A r g e n t i n a o c c u p i e d by a c o l o n i a l power f o r more t h a n 150 y e a r s . 

3 1 . Mr. JAFAR (Observer f o r S a u d i A r a b i a ) s a i d t h a t the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f 

peace i n the Ж d d l e E a s t was an o b j e c t i v e o f most c o u n t r i e s , w i t h t h e 

e x c e p t i o n o f I s r a e l , w h i c h was d e l i b e r a t e l y impeding a l l the e f f o r t s made i n 

t h a t d i r e c t i o n . I s r a e l t h o u g h t t h a t , by i t s p o l i c y o f o c c u p a t i o n and 

c o l o n i z a t i o n , i t would succeed i n u p r o o t i n g the P a l e s t i n i a n s from t h e i r l a n d s 

and b l o t t i n g o u t t h e i r e x i s t e n c e from t h e memory o f the younger g e n e r a t i o n s 

and f r o m h i s t o r y a s a w h o l e . Those e f f o r t s were doomed t o f a i l u r e , however, 

s i n c e the i n t i f a d a had a n p l y shown t h e j u s t n e s s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e ' s 

demands and t h e f a c t t h a t they were d e t e r m i n e d t o r e s i s t and t o s u r v i v e . More 

t h a n a y e a r a f t e r t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e u p r i s i n g , t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community 

had f i n a l l y r e c o g n i z e d the j u s t i c e and l e g i t i m a c y o f the P a l e s t i n i a n cause and 

u n d e r s t o o d the f u l l i i r p o r t a n c e o f the I s r a e l i - A r a b c o n f l i c t . I t s h o u l d a t 

l a s t assume i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y w i t h r e g a r d t o a s i t u a t i o n t h a t no o n e , 

i n c l u d i n g I s r a e l , c o u l d c o n t i n u e t o i g n o r e . 

32. The p r o c l a m a t i o n o f the i n d e p e n d e n t S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e had crowned the 

h e r o i c e f f o r t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , who were armed o n l y w i t h s t o n e s and 

who had no o t h e r f o r c e t h a n t h e i r d e t e r m i n a t i o n and t h e i r f a i t h i n God. The 

h i s t o r i c r e s o l u t i o n s adopted by the P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l i n A l g i e r s on 

15 November 1988 had l a i d the f o u n d a t i o n s f o r the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f the 

P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e and the f o r m u l a t i o n o f a p o l i t i c a l progranme d e s i g n e d t o 

o f f e r a p e a c e f u l s o l u t i o n t o the P a l e s t i n i a n p r o b l e n , based on t h e r e l e v a n t 

G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s and i n p a r t i c u l a r on S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 

r e s o l u t i o n s 242 (1967) and 338 ( 1 9 7 3 ) . That progranme had won f o r the 

P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l t h e s u p p o r t and a d m i r a t i o n o f a l l p e a c e - l o v i n g 

p e o p l e s and had been f a v o u r a b l y r e c e i v e d i n a l l i n t e r n a t i o n a l f o r u m s , s i n c e i t 

o f f e r e d an u n e x p e c t e d o p p o r t u n i t y f i n a l l y t o s o l v e a d i f f i c u l t and c o n p l e x 
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prob l e m i n a p e a c e f u l way. A new page o f h i s t o r y had thus been t u r n e d . The 

Commission on Human R i g h t s must r e c o g n i z e t he l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t s o f t h e 

P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , i n c l u d i n g t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , and c a l l f o r 

the c o n v e n i n g o f a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace c o n f e r e n c e on t h e M i d d l e E a s t under 

u n i t e d N a t i o n s a u s p i c e s and w i t h t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f the f i v e permanent 

members o f the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l and o f a l l p a r t i e s t o the A r a b - I s r a e l i 

c o n f l i c t , i n c l u d i n g t he PLO. 

33. The s i t u a t i o n i n South A f r i c a and Na m i b i a was a t y p i c a l e x a n p l e o f t h e 

use o f f o r c e and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n t o s u b j e c t a p e o p l e and c r u s h i t s w i l l . That 

e x t r e m e l y s e r i o u s s i t u a t i o n c o u l d n o t be remedied s o l o n g a s t h e a p a r t h e i d 

s ystem c o n t i n u e d . Saudi A r a b i a r e a f f i r m e d i t s s u p p o r t t o the Namibian p e o p l e 

i n t h e i r s t r u g g l e f o r t h e e x e r c i s e o f t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and 

a c c e s s i o n t o i n d e p e n d e n c e , and s u p p o r t e d a l l the r e l e v a n t G e n e r a l Assembly and 

OAU r e s o l u t i o n s d e s i g n e d t o p u t an end t o f o r e i g n o c c u p a t i o n o f t h e Namibian 

t e r r i t o r y and t o a p a r t h e i d . 

34. M r . DAMANIK (Observer f o r I n d o n e s i a ) r e c a l l e d t he e f f o r t s o f the 

u n i t e d N a t i o n s t o b r i n g about d e c o l o n i z a t i o n i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the o b j e c t i v e s 

o f independence and e q u a l i t y e x p r e s s e d on v a r i o u s h i s t o r i c o c c a s i o n s , 

i n c l u d i n g t he C o n f e r e n c e o f A s i a n and A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s h e l d a t Bandung i n 

1955. T h a t c o n f e r e n c e had p l a y e d an i n p o r t a n t r o l e both i n the f o r m u l a t i o n o f 

the D e c l a r a t i o n on the G r a n t i n g o f Independence t o C o l o n i a l C o u n t r i e s and 

P e o p l e s ( G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 1514 (XV)) and i n t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f 

the n o n - a l i g n e d movement. I n d o n e s i a had been a sponsor o f r e s o l u t i o n s 1514 (XV) 

and 15 41 (XV) . 

35. Much n e v e r t h e l e s s remained t o be done i n the q u e s t f o r u n i v e r s a l 

e q u a l i t y . F i r s t o f a l l , w i t h r e s p e c t t o N a m i b i a , I n d o n e s i a had been 

encouraged by r e c e n t developments and welcomed the i n p l e m e n t a t i o n o f 

the I J i i t e d N a t i o n s p l a n f o r the independence o f the t e r r i t o r y as 

from 1 A p r i l 1989. I t had a l s o welcomed the s i g n a t u r e o f t h e agreements 

between A n g o l a , Cuba and South A f r i c a , r e l a t i n g t o Namibian independence and 

the w i t h d r a w a l o f Cuban t r o o p s from A n g o l a . A c t i o n by the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 

t o a r r a n g e a f o r m a l c e a s e f i r e between SWAPO and South A f r i c a would a l s o be 

welcomed. I n d o n e s i a remained c o n v i n c e d t h a t o n l y c o n p r e h e n s i v e and mandatory 

s a n c t i o n s c o u l d p u t an end t o the a p a r t h e i d régime i n South A f r i c a . 

3 6 . On 16 November 1988, I n d o n e s i a had r e c o g n i z e d t he P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e 

p r o c l a i m e d on 15 November, and i t would s h o r t l y e s t a b l i s h d i p l o m a t i c r e l a t i o n s 

w i t h t h a t S t a t e , i t was a l s o i n f a v o u r o f c o n v e n i n g an i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace 

c o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t , i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h G e n e r a l Assembly 

r e s o l u t i o n 38/58 C. I t would a l s o be a p p r o p r i a t e f o r t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 

t e r r i t o r y , i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l s n , t o be p l a c e d under t e n p o r a r y I M i t e d N a t i o n s 

s u p e r v i s i o n . 

37. R e p l y i n g t o c e r t a i n comments on E a s t Timor made d u r i n g t h e d i s c u s s i o n , 

he r e c a l l e d t h a t the p e o p l e o f t h a t t e r r i t o r y had d e c i d e d t o become 

independent through i n t e g r a t i o n w i t h I n d o n e s i a , i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h a 

p r o c e d u r e t h a t was c o n s i s t e n t w i t h i t s t r a d i t i o n a l p r a c t i c e s , and on the b a s i s 

o f G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s 1514 ( X V ) , 1541 (XV) and 2625 (XXV). Many 

f o r e i g n d i p l o m a t s and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l media had been a b l e t o o b s e r v e the 

p r o c e s s o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n a t e v e r y s t a g e . P o r t u g a l had o b j e c t e d t h a t 

the U h i t e d N a t i o n s had n o t p a r t i c i p a t e d , b u t t h e p r o v i s i o n a l Government o f 

the t e r r i t o r y had r e g u l a r l y k e p t the o r g a n i z a t i o n i n f o r m e d o f developments 
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and had s p a r e d no e f f o r t t o s e c u r e i t s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the d e c o l o n i z a t i o n 

p r o c e s s . The p r o v i s i o n a l Government o f E a s t Timor had s e n t a d e l e g a t i o n 

t o New Y o r k and Geneva f o r t h e p u r p o s e , b u t i t s i n v i t a t i o n s had n o t been 

a c c e p t e d . I t had n e v e r t h e l e s s k e p t the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l o f the 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s , h i s s p e c i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , the P r e s i d e n t o f the S e c u r i t y 

C o u n c i l and the Chairman o f the C o r a n i t t e e on D e c o l o n i z a t i o n i n f o r m e d 

t h r o u g h o u t the p r o c e s s . He r e c a l l e d t h a t under t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f 

G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 1541 ( X V ) , w h i c h he q u o t e d . U n i t e d N a t i o n s 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the d e c o l o n i z a t i o n p r o c e s s was d e s i r a b l e , b u t n o t m andatory. 

38. S i n c e t h e n , i n the g e n e r a l e l e c t i o n s o f 1982 and 1987, the p o p u l a t i o n o f 

t h e p r o v i n c e o f E a s t Timor had r e a f f i r m e d i t s d e c i s i o n t o i n t e g r a t e w i t h t h e 

R e p u b l i c o f I n d o n e s i a . I n d o n e s i a was s t i l l c o r a n i t t e d t o a d i a l o g u e under t h e 

a u s p i c e s o f the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , b u t i f P o r t u g a l 

w i s h e d t o pursue t h a t d i a l o g u e i t s h o u l d a d o p t a more c o n s t r u c t i v e a t t i t u d e 

and r e f r a i n f rom d i s t o r t i n g the f a c t s , a s i t had done once a g a i n a t the 

c u r r e n t s e s s i o n . 

39. M r . DEMIRALP (Observer f o r Turkey) s a i d t h a t w h i l e the d e n i a l o f 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f p e o p l e s was a v i o l a t i o n o f a f u n d amental human r i g h t and 

a t h r e a t t o r e g i o n a l and w o r l d p e a c e , t h a t r i g h t must n o t be m i s u s e d by 

m i n o r i t i e s i n o r d e r t o d e s t r o y a c o u n t r y ' s n a t i o n a l u n i t y or t e r r i t o r i a l 

i n t e g r i t y , i f t h e r e were p o p u l a t i o n s w i t h i n a c o u n t r y t h a t formed d i s t i n c t 

c o i m i u n i t i e s , the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n must n o t be g r a n t e d t o one o f 

them and d e n i e d t o a n o t h e r . 

40. W i t h r e s p e c t t o P a l e s t i n e , he r e a f f i r m e d T urkey's v i e w t h a t t h e r e c o u l d 

be no j u s t or l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n w i t h o u t I s r a e l ' s w i t h d r a w a l f r c m the 

A r a b t e r r i t o r i e s o c c u p i e d s i n c e 19 67, r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t s o f 

the P a l e s t i n i a n s ( i n c l u d i n g the r i g h t t o e s t a b l i s h an independent S t a t e ) , and 

acknowledgement o f the r i g h t o f a l l c o u n t r i e s i n t h e r e g i o n t o l i v e w i t h i n 

s e c u r e and r e c o g n i z e d b o u n d a r i e s . I n p r o c l a i m i n g i t s cwn S t a t e , the 

P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e had e x e r c i s e d i t s r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , w h i c h was 

i n a l i e n a b l e and s h o u l d be r e c o g n i z e d a s s u c h by I s r a e l . 

4 1 . T u r k e y was p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t e d i n developments w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e 

s i t u a t i o n i n A f g h a n i s t a n . I t r e a f f i r m e d the r i g h t o f the f r a t e r n a l p e o p l e o f 

t h a t c o u n t r y t o c hoose t h e i r own form of Government and t h e i r own e c o n o m i c , 

p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l s y s t e m f r e e from o u t s i d e i n t e r v e n t i o n . H i s d e l e g a t i o n 

hoped t h a t the Geneva a c c o r d s w o uld be s c r u p u l o u s l y a p p l i e d , b o t h i n the 

l e t t e r and the s p i r i t . I t s u p p o r t e d the e f f o r t s o f P r i n c e S a d r u d d i n Aga Khan 

f o r the v o l u n t a r y r e t u r n o f the r e f u g e e s . T u r k e y i n t e n d e d t o c o n t r i b u t e 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y t o the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f A f g h a n i s t a n f o l l o w i n g the e s t a b l i s h m e n t 

o f a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e Government. 

42. I n d e c i d i n g t o a c t a s t h e h o s t c o u n t r y f o r t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s seminar on 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r Namibia's i n d e p e n d e n c e , h e l d i n I s t a n b u l i n 

March 1988, T u r k e y had e x p r e s s e d i t s u n f a i l i n g s u p p o r t f o r t h e j u s t c a u s e o f 

Namibian i n d e p e n d e n c e . H i s Government f u l l y s u b s c r i b e d t o the I s t a n b u l 

D e c l a r a t i o n , a d o p t e d a t the end o f t h e s e m i n a r . As a founder member o f t h e 

№ i i t e d N a t i o n s C o u n c i l f o r N a m i b i a , h i s Government hoped t h a t t h e r e s o l u t i o n s 

a d o p t e d by the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l w o u ld c r e a t e the most f a v o u r a b l e c o n d i t i o n s 

f o r the e x e r c i s e o f t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f the Namibian p e o p l e . 
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43. C o n s t r u c t i v e d e v e l o p n e n t s i n the s i t u a t i o n i n Kampuchea had a l s o been 

seen i n r e c e n t months. The i n f o r m a l meeting a t J a k a r t a c e r t a i n l y r e p r e s e n t e d 

an i m p o r t a n t s t e p towards the e n d i n g o f armed c o n f l i c t , the c o m p l e t e 

w i t h d r a w a l o f f o r e i g n t r o o p s , and the n a t i o n a l r e c o n c i l i a t i o n o f t h e 

Kampuchean p e o p l e . Turkey p a i d a t r i b u t e t o the member c o u n t r i e s o f ASEAN, 

which had worked h a r d t o s e c u r e a p o l i t i c a l s e t t l e m e n t . 

44. Mr. R j ^ L J ^ J l (Observer f o r P a l e s t i n e ) , r e f e r r i n g t o the r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , s a i d t h a t the Commission was 

w e l l aware o f the p r i n c i p l e s on w h i c h t h a t p e o p l e r e l i e d i n c a l l i n g f o r 

r e s p e c t f o r t h e i r r i g h t s a s d e r i v e d from t h e C h a r t e r o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , 

the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants and numerous r e s o l u t i o n s o f the G e n e r a l Assembly 

and o t h e r U n i t e d N a t i o n s b o d i e s . The G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y , f o r e x a n p l e , had 

f o r m u l a t e d f o r t h a t p e o p l e a progranme and a number o f p r o j e c t s w h i c h t h e 

S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l had u n f o r t u n a t e l y been u n a b l e t o adcç>t because o f the 

U h i t e d S t a t e s v e t o . The e n t i r e w o r l d n e v e r t h e l e s s s u p p o r t e d the s t r u g g l e 

o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , a s was shown by the r e s o l u t i o n s o f the 

G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y , the N o n - a l i g n e d Movement, the O r g a n i z a t i o n o f A f r i c a n I f r i i t y 

and the C o n f e r e n c e o f I s l a m i c C o u n t r i e s , and even by s t a t e m e n t s o f W estern 

European c o u n t r i e s . 

45. The A l g i e r s D e c l a r a t i o n o f 15 November 1988, e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 

S t a t e , had m e r e l y t a k e n up the p l a n f o r the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f two S t a t e s - a 

J e w i s h S t a t e and a P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e - a p p r o v e d by the u n i t e d N a t i o n s 

G e n e r a l Assembly i n November 1947, w i t h the s u p p o r t o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s and 

t h e S o v i e t U n i o n i n p a r t i c u l a r . S i n c e t h a t D e c l a r a t i o n by the P a l e s t i n e 

N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l , the new S t a t e had so f a r been r e c o g n i z e d by 91 c o u n t r i e s . 

The P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l had a l s o r e q u e s t e d t h a t an i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace 

c o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t s h o u l d be convened under № i i t e d N a t i o n s 

a u s p i c e s , t a k i n g due a c c o u n t o f S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s 242 (1967) and 

338 ( 1 9 7 3 ) . The a c t i o n announced by Mr. A r a f a t , Chairman o f the P a l e s t i n e 

N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l , a t the meetings o f t h e G e n e r a l Assembly h e l d a t Geneva i n 

Decentoer 1988 opened up f a v o u r a b l e p r o s p e c t s f o r the s u c c e s s o f s u c h a 

c o n f e r e n c e . T hat a c t i o n had been approved by the m a j o r i t y o f S t a t e s , even by 

t r a d i t i o n a l f r i e n d s o f I s r a e l , and had encouraged the U n i t e d S t a t e s t o e n t e r 

i n t o a d i a l o g u e w i t h t h e P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n . 

46. I s r a e l was now a l o n e i n o p p o s i n g a s e t t l e m e n t on t h o s e l i n e s i n the 

M i d d l e E a s t t o g e t h e r w i t h a r e c o g n i t i o n o f the r i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n 

p e o p l e on the b a s i s o f S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s 24 2 (1967) and 

338 ( 1 9 7 3 ) . That was why the s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , the Western c o u n t r i e s and 

the n o n - a l i g n e d c o u n t r i e s were now u r g i n g I s r a e l t o t a k e some peace 

i n i t i a t i v e s i t s e l f . I s r a e l must n o t c o n f i n e i t s e l f t o announcing i l l u s o r y 

autonomy p l a n s , w h i c h had no o t h e r purpose than t o m a i n t a i n i t s d o m i n a t i o n 

over t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s . 

47. W i t h a v i e w t o r e a l i z i n g t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f i t s p e o p l e , 

P a l e s t i n e would work towards the f o l l o w i n g o b j e c t i v e s : i t would c o n t i n u e t o 

p u r s u e the peace i n i t i a t i v e s s e t f o r t h i n t h e r e s o l u t i o n s o f t h e P a l e s t i n e 

N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l ' , the i n t i f a d a would c o n t i n u e u n t i l t h o s e o b j e c t i v e s had been 

a c h i e v e d ; i t would urge the i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n m u n i t y t o p u t p r e s s u r e on I s r a e l 

t o r espond t o t h e P a l e s t i n i a n peace i n i t i a t i v e s ; i t would c o n t i n u e t o r e j e c t 

the "autonomy" p l a n s announced by I s r a e l ; and i t w o u l d c o n t i n u e t o work f o r a 

j u s t peace i n the M i d d l e E a s t i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e r i g h t s o f the i n d e p e n d e n t 

P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e , and w i t h o u t any f o r e i g n i n t e r f e r e n c e . 
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48. M r . EL НДДЛЕ (Observer f o r Lebanon) r e c a l l e d t h a t the r i g h t o f p e o p l e s t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , the p r i n c i p l e o f w h i c h was s e t f o r t h i n the preamble and 

A r t i c l e 55 o f t h e C h a r t e r o f t h e u n i t e d N a t i o n s , h a d been on t h e Commission's 

agenda s i n c e 1975. The r i g h t was a l s o d e f i n e d i n a r t i c l e 1 o f the two 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o v e n a n t s , whidh he q u o t e d , i t was c l e a r f r o m t h o s e 

i n s t r u m e n t s , t h a t the e x e r c i s e o f the c o l l e c t i v e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 

was an e s s e n t i a l p r e r e q u i s i t e t o the e x e r c i s e o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l freedoms s e t 

f o r t h i n the U h i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n and o t h e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e x t s , i n c l u d i n g 

G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s 1514 (XV) and 2625 (XXV) . 

49. Lebanon, w h i c h was a f o u n d e r mentoer o f the I M i t e d N a t i o n s and one o f the 

main a r c h i t e c t s o f the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s , and w h i c i i had 

acced e d t o the two I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants and t o a number o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

c o n v e n t i o n s f o r the p r o t e c t i o n o f human r i g h t s , h a d n e v e r t h e l e s s seen i t s 

s o u t h e r n r e g i o n o c c u p i e d by I s r a e l s i n c e 1982. I t t h e r e f o r e c a l l e d f o r the 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 509 ( 1 9 8 2 ) , p r o v i d i n g f o r t h e 

w i t h d r a w a l o f I s r a e l i t r o o p s , whose p r e s e n c e was a f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n o f i t s 

s o v e r e i g n t y and a l s o o f the C h a r t e r o f t h e № i i t e d N a t i o n s , i n A r t i c l e 2, 

p a r a g r a p h 4 o f w h i c h i t was s t i p u l a t e d t h a t " A l l Members s h a l l r e f r a i n i n 

t h e i r i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s from t h e t h r e a t or use o f f o r c e . . . " . Lebanon 

urged the i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o i m u n i t y , a s r e p r e s e n t e d by the C o m n i s s i o n , t o put 

p r e s s u r e on I s r a e l t o w i t h d r a w i t s armed f o r c e s f r o m s o u t h Lebanon. 

50. Lebanon a f f i r m e d i t s s o l i d a r i t y w i t h the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , who had a l s o 

been p r e v e n t e d from e x e r c i s i n g t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n by I s r a e l i 

armed f o r c e s , and i t s u p p o r t e d the p r o p o s a l f o r an i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e 

under № i i t e d N a t i o n s a u s p i c e s . I t a l s o d e c l a r e d i t s s o l i d a r i t y w i t h the 

Namibian p e o p l e , and hoped t h a t S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 435 (1978) would 

be implemented w i t h o u t d e l a y . 

51. M r s . BIHI (Somalia) s a i d t h a t one o f t h e g r e a t e s t a chievements o f t h e 

U h i t e d I f e t i o n s a f t e r the Second W o r l d War had been the d e c o l o n i z a t i o n o f 

S t a t e s whicSi now c o m p r i s e d the m a j o r i t y o f i t s Members. Her own c o u n t r y had 

become i n d e p e n d e n t i n 1960. C o l o n i a l d o m i n a t i o n and f o r e i g n o c c u p a t i o n 

n e v e r t h e l e s s p e r s i s t e d i n s e v e r a l p a r t s o f the w o r l d . 

52. For many y e a r s , the t f t i i t e d N a t i o n s had a l s o denounced a p a r t h e i d b e f o r e 

t h e w o r l d c o n s c i e n c e a s a c r i m e a g a i n s t h u m a n i t y . The time had come t o 

implement the measures a d v o c a t e d f o r s o l o n g by the Commssion and the 

G e n e r a l Assembly i n o r d e r t o s e c u r e the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a j u s t s o c i e t y i n 

South A f r i c a . A l l p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s , i n c l u d i n g N e l s o n M a n d e l a , s h o u l d be 

r e l e a s e d a t o n c e . 

53. The l u i i t e d N a t i o n s , and p a r t i c u l a r l y t he S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , h a d the g r a v e 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f e n s u r i n g t h a t the i l l e g a l o c c u p a t i o n o f Namibia by 

South A f r i c a was brought t o an e n d . H a p p i l y t h e r e were s i g n s t h a t a p e a c e f u l 

s e t t l e m e n t was o n the way t h r o u g h the a p p l i c a t i o n o f S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 

r e s o l u t i o n 435 (1978) . 

54. W i t h r e s p e c t t o Kanpuchea, her d e l e g a t i o n hoped t h a t a l l t h e p a r t i e s 

c o n c e r n e d would t a k e p a r t i n d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h a v i e w t o r e a c h i n g agreement on 

a framework f o r n e g o t i a t i o n s and on the elements f o r a comprehensive 

s e t t l e m e n t . S o m a l i a i n t e n d e d t o c o - s p o n s o r a d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n on the s u b j e c t , 

f o r m u l a t e d by v a r i o u s A s i a n c o u n t r i e s . 
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55. The S o m a l i Government s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t e d the a p p e a l o f the n o n - a l i g n e d 

c o u n t r i e s f o r t h e w i t h d r a w a l o f f o r e i g n t r o o p s and f o r r e s p e c t f o r t h e 

i n d e p e n d e n c e , s o v e r e i g n t y and t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y o f A f g h a n i s t a n . The 

r e t u r n o f r e f u g e e s t o t h a t c o u n t r y i n freedom and s a f e t y and w i t h honour 

s h o u l d a l s o be g u a r a n t e e d . 

56. I n the M i d d l e E a s t , I s r a e l c o n t i n u e d t o o c cupy Arab t e r r i t o r i e s by f o r c e 

and t o deny the r i g h t o f P a l e s t i n i a n s t o j u s t i c e and s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

Etorty y e a r s o f v i o l e n c e had n e v e r t h e l e s s f a i l e d t o d i s c o u r a g e the P a l e s t i n i a n 

p e o p l e i n t h e i r f i g h t f o r freedom and i n d e p e n d e n c e . Her Government was 

c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e r e w o u ld be no peace i n the M i d d l e E a s t u n t i l I s r a e l had 

w i t h d r a w n f r c m a l l the o c c u p i e d A r a b t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g the Holy C i t y o f 

J e r u s a l e m , and from Lebanon, or u n t i l the l e g i t i m a t e a s p i r a t i o n s o f the 

P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e had been r e a l i z e d . 

57. I n the Horn o f A f r i c a , c o n c e r t e d a c t i o n was n e c e s s a r y t o remove the 

s o u r c e s o f t e n s i o n and c o n f l i c t . F o r t u n a t e l y , c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g had been 

u n d e r t a k e n i n o r d e r t o c r e a t e a c l i m a t e c o n d u c i v e t o f r u i t f u l n e g o t i a t i o n s 

based on r e s p e c t f o r the f u n damental r i g h t s o f the p e o p l e s o f the a r e a . 

58. M r . GAJARDO (World F e d e r a t i o n o f D e m o c r a t i c Youth) s a i d t h a t the r i g h t o f 

p e o p l e s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was one o f the f o u n d a t i o n s f o r the p o l i t i c a l , 

e c o n o m i c , s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l development o f a n a t i o n . I n v i e w o f the 

i m p o r t a n c e o f t h a t r i g h t n o t o n l y f o r p e o p l e s b u t a l s o f o r w o r l d peace and 

s t a b i l i t y , a c t i v e s u p p o r t must be g i v e n t o the s t r u g g l e o f the n a t i o n a l 

l i b e r a t i o n movements and t o d e f e n c e o f the i n t e g r i t y o f S t a t e s when they were 

s u b j e c t e d t o the e c o n o m i c , p o l i t i c a l or m i l i t a r y e x t o r t i o n s o f i n p e r i a l i s m . 

59. I t was p a r t i c u l a r l y o d i o u s t o r e s o r t t o the use o f m e r c e n a r i e s f o r 

c a r r y i n g o u t d e s t r u c t i v e or d e s t a b i l i z i n g o p e r a t i o n s , or s i n p l y a s k i l l e r s . 

S i n c e those p r a c t i c e s d i d n o t c o n f o r m t o the r u l e s o f war and v i o l a t e d 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t s on the t r e a t m e n t o f c i v i l i a n s i n time o f w a r , the 

c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n was p a r t i c u l a r l y endangered by them. The use o f 

m e r c e n a r i e s had n o t h i n g t o do w i t h the s t r u g g l e o f t h e n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n 

movements. I t was e s s e n t i a l t o f o r m u l a t e a u n i v e r s a l c o n v e n t i o n i n t h a t a r e a , 

and the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r ' s r e p o r t s on the s u b j e c t t o the G e n e r a l Assembly 

and the C o n m i s s i o n r e p r e s e n t e d s u b s t a n t i a l p r o g r e s s i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . 

60. S i n c e the end o f the p r e v i o u s c e n t u r y , t h e t f r i i t e d S t a t e s had been 

e x e r c i s i n g i t s power o v e r the p o l i t i c a l , e c o n o m i c , s o c i a l and l e g a l s t r u c t u r e s 

o f the t e r r i t o r y o f P u e r t o R i c o . N e a r l y 90 per c e n t o f P u e r t o R i c a n i n d u s t r y 

and a g r i c u l t u r e b e l o n g e d t o companies i n t h a t c o u n t r y . I n d u s t r i a l development 

p r o j e c t s h a d f a i l e d , and unemployment, c r i m e , c o r r u p t i o n , drug abuse and 

a l c d i o l i s m were i n f l i c t i n g s e r i o u s harm on the P u e r t o R i c a n p e o p l e . Even 

w o r s e , t h e № i i t e d S t a t e s was u s i n g the t e r r i t o r y f o r m i l i t a r y p u r p o s e s and a s 

a base from w h i c h i t c o u l d commit a c t s o f a g g r e s s i o n a g a i n s t o t h e r C a r i b b e a n 

p e o p l e s and c o n t r o l the n a v a l a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e e n t i r e r e g i o n . The n a t i o n a l 

g u a r d o f 12,500 men - m o s t l y P u e r t o R i c a n s - had been used t o r e p r e s s w o r k e r s 

and s u p p o r t e r s o f independence and u n l e a s h a f r a t r i c i d a l c o n f l i c t among 

P u e r t o R i c a n s . The World F e d e r a t i o n o f D e m o c r a t i c Youth condemned c o l o n i a l i s m 

and n e o - c o l o n i a l i s m . i t s u p p o r t e d the s t r u g g l e o f t h e P u e r t o R i c a n p e o p l e f o r 

t h e i r n a t i o n a l s o v e r e i g n t y , p o l i t i c a l and c u l t u r a l i d e n t i t y and r e s p e c t f o r 

t h e i r c i v i l r i g h t s . 
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6 1 . The e x i s t i n g f a v o u r a b l e c l i m a t e i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s had promoted 

c o n s i d e r a b l e p r o g r e s s t o w a r d s the e m a n c i p a t i o n - w i t h t h e c o - o p e r a t i o n o f t h e 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s , t h e S t a t e s m a i n l y i n v o l v e d i n t h e c o n f l i c t , and above a l l o f 

the p e o p l e s c o n c e r n e d - o f p e o p l e s s t i l l s u b j e c t e d t o f o r e i g n o p p r e s s i o n . 

That a p p l i e d t o W e s t e r n S a h a r a , where Moroccan o c c u p a t i o n had been 

p a r t i c u l a r l y b r u t a l . For 15 y e a r s , Morocco had s o u g h t t o d e s t r o y the i d e n t i t y 

o f the S a h r a w i p e o p l e by such means a s c o r r u p t i n g y o u t h t h r o u g h the m a s s i v e 

i n t r o d u c t i o n o f d rugs and a l c o h o l and by p r o s t i t u t i o n and p o r n o g r a p h y . The 

e d u c a t i o n a l system had been t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o an i n s t r u m e n t o f t h e p o l i c y o f 

d e s t r u c t i o n . R i g h t f r c m the k i n d e r g a r t e n s t a g e , the H a s s a n i d i a l e c t had been 

r e p l a c e d by M o r o c c a n . S t u d e n t s had been f o r c e d t o s t u d y i n Morocco i n o r d e r 

t o a v o i d any s i z e a b l e g a t h e r i n g s . The s i t u a t i o n o f p o l i t i c a l d e t a i n e e s was 

s t i l l d i s t u r b i n g . D i s a p p e a r a n c e s had c o n t i n u e d and tea:ture was p r a c t i s e d w i t h 

unabated i n t e n s i t y . The o c c u p y i n g f o r c e s behaved w i t h e x t r e n e b r u t a l i t y 

towards t h e c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g c h i l d r e n , and S a h r a w i s were n o t 

even a l l o w e d t o have a p a s s p o r t . Those v i c t i m s s h o u l d n o t be f o r g o t t e n i n the 

p r o c e s s o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

62. The r e c e n t c o n v e r s a t i o n s between K i n g Hassan I I and the P o l i s a r i o l e a d e r s 

r e p r e s e n t e d s u b s t a n t i a l p r o g r e s s , b u t the n e g o t i a t i o n s under L h i t e d N a t i o n s 

a u s p i c e s must be c o n c l u d e d w i t h o u t d e l a y w i t h a v i e w t o o r g a n i z i n g an e a r l y 

r eferendum on s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

63. M r . WAICEN (Observer f o r I s r a e l ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f t h e r i g h t o f 

r e p l y , s a i d t h a t t h e r e was no need f o r him t o r e p l y i n d e t a i l t o the 

f a l l a c i o u s a l l e g a t i o n s c o n s t a n t l y made by c e r t a i n d e l e g a t i o n s a b o u t the 

d e l i b e r a t e a b o r t i n g o f p r e g n a n t women by I s r a e l i f o r c e s . Those r e s p o n s i b l e 

f o r such a l l e g a t i o n s were o b v i o u s l y i n s i n c e r e i n c l a i m i n g t o d e s i r e peace and 

r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . 

6 4. I t was c o n s t a n t l y r e i t e r a t e d t h a t t e r r o r i s m had been r e n o u n c e d . Ye t o n l y 

a day e a r l i e r , a g r o u p b e l o n g i n g t o t h e PIO had been i n t e r c e p t e d when 

p r e p a r i n g t o a t t a c k I s r a e l f r o m Lebanon. As f o r t h e s o - c a l l e d d e s i r e f o r 

p e a c e , i t had been r e p o r t e d i n a K u w a i t i newspaper on 29 J a n u a r y 1989 t h a t 

N a b i l S h a a t h , A r a f a t ' s a d v i s e r , h a d s t a t e d t h a t i f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s o b t a i n e d 

independence i n p a r t o f t h e i r c o u n t r y they would n o t renounce t h e i r dream o f 

e s t a b l i s h i n g a s i n g l e d e m o c r a t i c S t a t e over t h e whole l a n d o f P a l e s t i n e . 

65. The O b s erver f o r L i b y a had r e f e r r e d a few days e a r l i e r t o the s o - c a l l e d 

" P r o t o c o l s o f the E l d e r s o f Z i o n " . In q u o t i n g t h a t well-known a n t i - S e m i t i c 

f o r g e r y so b e l o v e d o f the N a z i s - i n d e l i b e r a t e v i o l a t i o n o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s - L i b y a had shovm i t s t r u e n a t u r e and 

the n a t u r e o f i t s m o t i v e s . He p o i n t e d o u t t h a t h i s c o u n t r y was c a l l e d "the 

S t a t e o f I s r a e l " and s h o u l d n o t be r e f e r r e d t o i n any o t h e r way. 

66. M r s . ZWEIBEN ( l u i i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the 

r i g h t o f r e p l y , s a i d t h a t the s o - c a l l e d " m e r c e n a r i e s " r e f e r r e d t o by t h e 

o b s e r v e r f o r the S a n d i n i s t a N i c a r a g u a n Government s h o u l d n o t be c o n s i d e r e d as 

such m e r e l y b e c a u s e t h e y r e c e i v e d f o r e i g n a s s i s t a n c e . The S a n d i n i s t a 

Government i t s e l f was, i n f a c t , r e c e i v i n g f o r e i g n a i d . I t was s u r p r i s i n g t o 

hear such o b s e r v a t i o n s b e i n g made on b e h a l f o f a c o u n t r y t h a t was e n d e a v o u r i n g 

t o s p r e a d r e v o l u t i o n t o o t h e r p e a c e f u l C e n t r a l A n e r i c a n c o u n t r i e s . 

6 7 . M r s . SINEGIORGIS ( E t h i o p i a ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t o f r e p l y , 

s a i d t h a t the f a l l a c i o u s o b s e r v a t i o n s made about E t h i o p i a , and p a r t i c u l a r l y 

the autonomous n o r t h e r n r e g i o n , by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l League f o r t h e R i g h t s and 



E/CN. 4/1989/SR.11 

page 15 

L i b e r a t i o n o f P e o p l e s were due e i t h e r t o i g n o r a n c e or t o a d e l i b e r a t e a t t e n p t 

t o d i s t o r t E t h i o p i a n h i s t o r y . I t was r e g r e t t a b l e t h a t the c o n c e p t o f 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , w h i c h had i n s p i r e d the f o r m u l a t i o n o f the D e c l a r a t i o n on 

the G r a n t i n g o f Independence t o C o l o n i a l C o u n t r i e s and Pecç>les 

( G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 1514 ( X V ) ) , s h o u l d thus be i n v o k e d i n o r d e r t o 

advance the c a u s e o f s e c e s s i o n . I t was even more r e g r e t t a b l e t h a t t h e 

non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n i n q u e s t i o n s h o u l d a t t a c k E t h i o p i a , w h i c h was 

c u r r e n t l y p r e s i d i n g over t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s S p e c i a l Committee on 

D e c o l o n i z a t i o n . The p r i n c i p l e o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o b v i o u s l y e x c l u d e d 

s e c e s s i o n i s m and t e r r o r i s m , and c e r t a i n a c t s o f b a n d i t r y . Under t h e 

p r o v i s i o n s o f the D e c l a r a t i o n , the p r i n c i p l e must n o t be used t o s e r v e 

e x p a n s i o n i s t ends or t o promote the dismemberment o f a S t a t e Member o f the 

U i i t e d N a t i o n s . Any such a t t e n p t would be i n c o n t r a v e n t i o n o f the C h a r t e r o f 

t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s and o f the p r i n c i p l e s o f S t a t e s o v e r e i g n t y , t e r r i t o r i a l 

i n t e g r i t y and n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s o f S t a t e s . Her 

d e l e g a t i o n t h e r e f o r e c a t e g o r i c a l l y r e j e c t e d t h e m i s u s e o f t h e p r i n c i p l e o f 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

68. The i r r e s p o n s i b l e a t t e i r p t t o d i s t o r t E t h i o p i a ' s h i s t o r y d e s e r v e d no 

r e p l y , s i n c e i t m e r e l y r e f l e c t e d t he p o s i t i o n o f s e c e s s i o n i s t g r o u p s . The 

non-go v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n c o n c e r n e d s h o u l d n e v e r t h e l e s s r e a d c a r e f u l l y t h e 

C h a r t e r o f the O r g a n i z a t i o n o f A f r i c a n U n i t y b e f o r e c a l l i n g upon t h a t body t o 

t a k e p a r t i n the dismemberment o f a Menber S t a t e . T hat C h a r t e r l e f t no room 

f o r doubt a s t o the i n v i o l a b i l i t y o f the u n i t y and t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y o f 

A f r i c a n S t a t e s . 

69. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l League f o r t h e R i g h t s and L i b e r a t i o n o f 

P e o p l e s was engaged i n a s y s t e m a t i c campaign o f f a l s i f i c a t i o n , i n 

c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h s e c e s s i o n i s t b a r e î i t s i n t e n t o n d e s t r o y i n g t h e h i s t o r i c 

u n i t y o f E t h i o p i a . I t s s t a t a n e n t showed t h a t , by r e p e a t i n g a l l the 

a l l e g a t i o n s o f the s e c e s s i o n i s t g r o u p s , i t h a d become a propaganda agent f o r 

thos e g r o u p s . 

70. M r . DOLGU (Observer f o r Romania), s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f t h e r i g h t o f 

r e p l y , s a i d t h a t w i t h o u t commenting on the human r i g h t s p h i l o s o p h y o f the 

Prime M i n i s t e r o f the Fre n c h R e p u b l i c , he w i s h e d t o r e p l y t o some u n a c c e p t a b l e 

i n s i n u a t i o n s made a b o u t h i s own c o u n t r y . I f , Mr. Ro c a r d had l o o k e d i n the 

r i g h t d i r e c t i o n i n r e g a r d t o human r i g h t s , he w o u l d have n o t e d t h a t m i l l i o n s 

o f p e o p l e were s u f f e r i n g from hunger and d i s e a s e i n many d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s , 

i n c l u d i n g h i s own, i n v i o l a t i o n o f the most e l e m e n t a r y r i g h t s . I t might a l s o 

be r e c a l l e d t h a t human r i g h t s i n c l u d e d the r i g h t t o work. I n the c o u n t r y t h a t 

was c e l e b r a t i n g t h e b i c e n t e n a r y o f i t s R e v o l u t i o n , t h e r e were m i l l i o n s o f 

unenp l o y e d and hundreds o f thousands o f p e o p l e w i t h no r i g h t s o r s h e l t e r . I t 

w o u l d t h e r e f o r e be w e l l f o r Mr. R o c a r d , i n the words he h i m s e l f h a d r e c e n t l y 

used t o b e g i n by p u t t i n g h i s own house i n o r d e r . 

7 1 . L a s t l y , t h e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the v o t e o f any c o u n t r y or o f i t s p o s i t i o n 

on a p a r t i c u l a r p r o v i s i o n i n any document i n the c o n t e x t o f the C o n f e r e n c e on 

S e c u r i t y and C o - o p e r a t i o n i n Europe was the e x c l u s i v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t h a t 

c o u n t r y . Mr. Rocard c o u l d n o t pass judgement on d e c i s i o n s t a k e n by o t h e r 

St a t e s . 

72. M r . COSTA ШВО ( P o r t u g a l ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t o f r e p l y , 

s a i d t h a t he w i s h e d t o res p o n d t o the s t a t e m e n t by the o b s e r v e r f o r I n d o n e s i a 

on the s i t u a t i o n i n E a s t T i m o r . I n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the s o - c a l l e d e x e r c i s e o f 
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t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n t h a t t e r r i t o r y , i t must be r e c a l l e d t h a t , 

i n r e s o l u t i o n 31/53, the l u i i t e d N a t i o n s G e n e r a l Assembly had r e j e c t e d t h e 

c l a i m t h a t E a s t Timor had been i n t e g r a t e d i n t o I n d o n e s i a "inasmuch a s t h e 

p e o p l e o f the T e r r i t o r y have n o t been a b l e t o e x e r c i s e f r e e l y t h e i r r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and i n d e p e n d e n c e " ( o p e r a t i v e p a r a . 5 ) . The 

G e n e r a l Assembly had a g a i n a d o p t e d a s i m i l a r r e s o l u t i o n a t the f o l l o w i n g 

s e s s i o n . 

73. The o b s e r v e r f o r I n d o n e s i a had a l s o a f f i r m e d t h a t members o f t h e media 

and o t h e r o b s e r v e r s had been a b l e t o w i t n e s s t h a t s o - c a l l e d e x e r c i s e o f the 

r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I n f a c t . U n i t e d N a t i o n s o r g a n s and a l a r g e 

number o f c o u n t r i e s had r e f u s e d t o be p r e s e n t because I n d o n e s i a n t r o o p s were 

s t i l l i n t h e T e r r i t o r y . I n a r e p o r t r e c e n t l y p u b l i s h e d i n New Z e a l a n d , a 

d i p l o m a t had c o n t e s t e d the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e n e s s o f the E a s t Timor Assembly 

inasmuch a s t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h a t A s s e n b l y h a d been d e c i d e d upon 

i n camera. The a u t h o r o f t h e r e p o r t s t a t e d t h a t he had o n l y been a b l e t o 

spend two h o u r s i n E a s t Timor and had n o t been a b l e t o c o n f e r w i t h t h e members 

o f t h a t AssenÜDly. 

74. Mr . RAMLAWI (Observer f o r P a l e s t i n e ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f t h e r i g h t 

o f r e p l y , s a i d t h a t the o b s e r v e r f o r I s r a e l had once a g a i n endeavoured t o l e a d 

the Commission a s t r a y by e q u a t i n g the s t r u g g l e o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e c ó l e w i t h 

t e r r o r i s m . I s r a e l must know, however, a s d i d the whole w o r l d , t h a t the 

P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , whioh condemned t e r r o r i s m , c o u l d n o t r e l i n q u i s h t h e i r 

s t r u g g l e f o r independence i n any o f i t s f o r m s , i n c l u d i n g the armed s t r u g g l e 

a g a i n s t I s r a e l i f o r e i g n o c c u p a t i o n . I s r a e l s h o u l d r e a l i z e t h a t t h e r e was a 

v a s t d i f f e r e n c e between the s t r u g g l e f o r i n d e p e n d e n c e , and t e r r o r i s m . I n any 

e v e n t , t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e w o u l d c o n t i n u e t o s t r u g g l e f o r t h e r e a l i z a t i o n 

o f a r i g h t t h a t t h e y had been r e c o g n i z e d t o p o s s e s s by № i i t e d N a t i o n s 

r e s o l u t i o n s . 

7 5. He a l s o w i s h e d t o p o i n t o u t t o the o b s e r v e r f o r I s r a e l t h a t i n a l l h i s 

own s t a t e m e n t s he had i n d e e d spoken o f I s r a e l , whereas the o b s e r v e r f o r I s r a e l 

h i m s e l f h a d r e f e r r e d t o "Judea and S a m a r i a " , i n s t e a d o f " P a l e s t i n e " . The 

o b s e r v e r f o r I s r a e l would be w e l l a d v i s e d t o r e s p e c t the names o f f i c i a l l y 

r e c o g n i z e d by the I J i i t e d N a t i o n s . 

76. Mr. CASTELION (Observer f o r N i c a r a g u a ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t 

o f r e p l y , drew the a t t e n t i o n o f the u n i t e d S t a t e s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o the f a c t 

t h a t , i n h i s r e p o r t on the use o f m e r c e n a r i e s (E/CN.4/1989/14), M r . B e r n a l e s 

B a l l e s t e r o s , S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r , had emjAiasized t h a t the mercenary n a t u r e o f 

t h e c o n t r a s had been u n e q u i v o c a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d , and t h a t t h a t f o r c e was 

o p e r a t i n g s o l e l y i n the i n t e r e s t o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s . The S a n d i n i s t a 

R e v o l u t i o n was a p o p u l a r i n s u r r e c t i o n a g a i n s t a d i c t a t o r s h i p s u p p o r t e d f o r 

40 y e a r s by the I f t i i t e d S t a t e s . 

77. F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s had never g i v e n any p r o o f o f i n t e r f e r e n c e 

by N i c a r a g u a i n the a f f a i r s o f o t h e r c o u n t r i e s i n the r e g i o n , whereas i t was 

i t s e l f e n g a g i n g s y s t e m a t i c a l l y i n m i l i t a r y manoeuvres and h a d , d u r i n g t h e 

c o u r s e o f i t s h i s t o r y , i n v a d e d G u a t e m a l a , N i c a r a g u a a n d , i n 1983, G r e n a d a . 

Those few e x a n p l e s were e l o q u e n t . 

78. M r . WAYARABI (Observer f o r I n d o n e s i a ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t 

o f r e p l y , s a i d t h a t t h e r e was no need t o conment i n d e t a i l on the s t a t e m e n t s 

by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f P o r t u g a l , s i n c e I n d o n e s i a ' s p o s i t i o n was a l r e a d y 
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w e l l - k n o w n . There was no l o n g e r a problem o f d e c o l o n i z a t i o n i n E a s t T i m o r , 

inasmuch as i t s p e o p l e had a l r e a d y e x e r c i s e d t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f -

d e t e r m i n a t i o n . Any d e n i a l o f t h a t f a c t f l o u t e d t he r i g h t o f the p e o p l e o f 

E a s t Timor t o d e t e r m i n e t h e i r own f u t u r e w i t h i n the e l e c t o r a l p r o c e s s . 

79. M r s . ZWEIBEN ( U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the 

r i g h t o f r e p l y , s a i d t h a t i t was a t the l e a s t p a r a d o x i c a l t h a t t he S a n d i n i s t a 

régime s h o u l d a d d r e s s the Commission on the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n when 

i t was d e n y i n g i t s own p e o p l e ' s r i g h t t o democracy and freedom. In N i c a r a g u a , 

the l e g a l s y s t e n , i n s t i t u t i o n s and armed f o r c e s were t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o 

i n s t r u m e n t s o f o p p r e s s i o n . The C o n s t i t u t i o n c o n c e n t r a t e d a l l powers i n the 

hands o f the S a n d i n i s t a s , and the r i g h t s o f the p o p u l a t i o n were f l o u t e d . The 

U n i t e d S t a t e s c e r t a i n l y a p proved o f the E s g u i p u l a s I I Agreement, b u t i t was 

o n l y m i l i t a r y , p o l i t i c a l and econcanic c o n s i d e r a t i o n s t h a t had b r o u g h t the 

S a n d i n i s t a s t o the n e g o t i a t i n g t a b l e . I n t e r n a l o p p o s i t i o n i n N i c a r a g u a was 

s u p p r e s s e d , the i n f o r m a t i o n media were c e n s o r e d and f u n d a m e n t a l c i v i l and 

p o l i t i c a l freedoms were t r a n p l e d under f o o t . 

80. The O r g a n i z a t i o n o f American S t a t e s and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee o f 

the Red C r o s s were w e l l aware o f t h e c a s e o f Mr. R a m i r e z , who had been 

a r r e s t e d i n 1983 as a p o l i t i c a l o p p o n e n t . S i n c e h i s a r r e s t , Mr. Ramirez had 

s u f f e r e d i l l - t r e a t m e n t i n d e t e n t i o n which had l e f t h i m h a n d i c a p p e d f o r l i f e . 

The c a s e was s i g n i f i c a n t f o r a l l c o u n t r i e s , b u t p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r the 

U n i t e d S t a t e s , s i n c e one o f the c h a r g e s made a g a i n s t t he p e r s o n c o n c e r n e d was 

t h a t he had been i n p o s s e s s i o n o f a ph o t o g r a p h o f Mr. V a l l a d a r e s , the l e a d e r 

o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s d e l e g a t i o n t o the Commission on Human R i g h t s , and t h a t he 

had r e q u e s t e d the l a t t e r t o send him a copy o f h i s memoirs on h i s d e t e n t i o n i n 

a Cuban p r i s o n . 

8 1 . Mr. CASTELmN (Observer f o r N i c a r a g u a ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t 

o f r e p l y , s a i d t h a t i t was a t the l e a s t p a r a d o x i c a l t h a t the U n i t e d S t a t e s 

d e l e g a t i o n s h o u l d be s p e a k i n g o f democracy when b l a c k s i n Miami were s u b j e c t e d 

t o a g g r e s s i o n . Communists or s y m p a t h i z e r s o f r e l a t e d movements were unable t o 

e x p r e s s t h e i r v i e w s i n the ttiited S t a t e s and t h e r e had been a v e r i t a b l e 

w i t c h - h u n t o f Communists t h e r e i n the 1950s. I n N i c a r a g u a t h e r e were 

14 p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s r e p r e s e n t e d i n the N a t i o n a l Assembly and 10 o t h e r p a r t i e s 

t h a t had chosen n o t t o be s o r e p r e s e n t e d . The N i c a r a g u a n system was based on 

the p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f a l l t h o s e p a r t i e s i n p u b l i c l i f e , and the C o n s t i t u t i o n 

had been f o r m u l a t e d i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h them a l l . He knew n o t h i n g about the 

c a s e o f Mr. R a m i r e z , b u t the coime n t s o f the U h i t e d S t a t e s d e l e g a t i o n 

s u g g e s t e d t h a t i t would n o t s h r i n k from any e x a g g e r a t i o n . F u r t h e r m o r e , the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee o f the Red C r o s s and the I n t e r - A m e r i c a n Commission on 

Human R i g h t s c o u l d examine such c a s e s . 

82. Mr. COSTA LOBO ( P o r t u g a l ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t o f r e p l y , 

a s k e d why the q u e s t i o n o f E a s t Timor remained on the agenda o f the 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s S p e c i a l Committee (the Committee o f 24) i f i t was n o t a prob l e m 

o f d e c o l o n i z a t i o n . 

The meeting r o s e a t 1 p.m. 




