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Thirty-five years of the Universal Declaration of Human
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and observance of civil, political, economic, social and
cultural rights

1. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish):
It is for me a source of deep satisfaction that my term
as President of the General Assembly coincides with the
thirty-fifth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, and it pleases me even more that the
General Assembly is giving particular importance to this
commemoration.
1. For Latin America the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights has special meaning, for at the San Fran
cisco Conference, where the Charter of the United
Nations was drafted, it was three Latin American nations
-Panama, Mexico and Cuba-which proposed that the
Charter should contain an international bill of human
rights and, to this effect, presented a draft concerning
such a declaration, introduced by the Panamanian jurist
Ricardo J. AlfRro.
3. When the San Francisco Conference was unable, for
lack of time, to consider the chapter on rights and guar
antees for inclusion in the Charter and decided that this
should be one of the priority tasks of the new General
Assembly, the Latin American nations pressed their cause
in the Assembly and reintroduced the draft they had pre
sented at San Francisco, which was adopted as a working
paper. The culmination of this initiative was the for
mulation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
adopted on 10 December 1948, as a corollary to the work
of the Commission on Human Rights under the chair
manship of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt.
4. It has been rightly said that, if one could say that
the United Nations had an ideology, that ideology would,
above all else, be that of human rights. This means in
practice that the provisions of the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights must be the primary consideration
in everything that we do here at the United Nations.
We should not forget in this connection the agreement
adopted at the 1968 International Conference on Human
Rights, held at Teheran, on the importance of the univer
sal enjoyment of the right of peoples and countries to
self-determination and of the speedy granting of inde
pendence If.: colonial countries and peoples for the effec
tive guarantee and observance of human rights in general.
5. The Declaration should inspire and guide the policies
and strategies of the Member States as well as the Orga
nization for dealing with specific issues and situations,
for if we analyse every issue and situation confronting
the Organization, we see that in almost every case there
is an underlying issue of human rights. Millions of per
sons in the world suffer from hunger and malnutrition,
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and many of them perish of starvation. This is an urgent
matter which has to do with the right to life. Every day
millions of people go without adequate shelter, drinking
water and medical and public health services. Here again,
the right to life, the right to health and the right to dig
nified standard of living are involved. Many of the con
flict situations in different parts of the world arise from
the relations between different national, ethnic, racial or
religious groups. Regrettably the rights of minorities are
often endangered in these conflicts. Good sense indicates
that in order to address these situations properly, we need
to take full account of their human rights dimension and
to draw upon the knowledge and experience available to
the United Nations in this sector.
6. The commitment to human rights stated in the Char
ter is a fundamental element which Member States cannot
ignore. This means that we must face and deal appro
priately with flagrant violations of human rights, which,
regrettably, are only too common nowadays. Every day
we hear of a number of cases of arbitrary summary exe
cution, of forced and involuntary disappearance, of tor
ture, of thousands of persons held as political prisoners,
of the inhuman and degrading treatment of persons
detained in prison, and of excesses committed because
of racial or religious intolerance. In South Africa an
oppressive, racist regime denies millions of native inhab
itants recognition of their right to live as human beings
and the elementary right to freedom and equality with
the rest of their compatriots. It is a disgrace to mankind
that such a situation continues in our time. We must also
remember the difficult situation of the prisoners of con
science. It is certainly unacceptable that people should
be persecuted because of their convictions, beliefs, race,
opinions or religion. I hope that in honour of this anni
versary of the Universal Declaration all those detained
for those reasons will be set free.
7. Together with the Universal Declaration, we have two
admirable instruments designed to encourage Member
States still more to amplify the enjoyment of human
rights and basic freedoms. I refer to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights [resolution 2200 A
(XXI), annex] and the International Covenant on Eco
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights [ibid.]. Those who
follow the activities in the framework of those two instru
ments agree that serious work is being undertaken and
that fruitful, healthy co-operation and dialogue are being
developed between States parties and the international
community.
8. So far the International Covenant on Civil and Polit
ical Rights has been ratified by 77 States and the Inter
national Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights by 80 States. Should it not be one of the priorities
of the General Assembly to promote further ratifica
tions of those two fundamental instruments go that
they become universally binding and are observed by all
States? Is there not a role here for the General Assembly,
and should we not consider how we can assist in this task
so that by the time we come to celebrate the fortieth
anniversary of the Declaration we shall have made con
siderable progress along the road to universal ratification?
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9. Apart from applying these methods of co-operation
and dialogue, the United Nations is bound to continue
to deal with immediate and pressing problems. I am refer
ring to cases of the flagrant violation of human rights.
Situations of this kind are being publicly debated in the
General Assembly and in other organs such as the Com
mission on Human Rights, as well as in confidential
procedures. Resolutions are adopted expressing concern
or outright condemnation of certain situations. Fact
finding is undertaken through working groups and special
rapporteurs, and the Secretary-General establishes direct
contacts or uses his good offices on his own initiative or
at the request of a United Nation organ. Despite all these
commendable activities, there are still many cases of
serious violations of human rights which are not given
adequate attention by the United Nations Therefore it
is necessary to examine the procedures for the selection
of those human rights situations which require balanced
action by the United Nations. We should also consider
how we can equip the United Nations to react with greater
speed te situations of flagrant violation of human rights.
10. However, when considering such violations, we
should examine them in all their forms and manifesta
tions, including violations of economic, social and cul
tural rights. The figures compiled by UNICEF indicate
that 40,00D children die each day because of hunger or
very precarious living conditions. This is a depressing
statistic which is morally unacceptable in our day and age.
Why do such dreadful things happen? The causes are
both internal and external. Internally, the will of the
people is often flouted and their needs ignored. Pov
erty, poor administration and inequitable distribution of
resources all aggravate the situation, but there are also
serious external factors. The world recession, the increas
ing debt burden and the crisis in the international eco
nomic system have made more difficult the efforts of the
developing countries to improve the living conditions of
their people and free them from poverty. Predictions are
gloomy, and the destitute face little hope of immediate
satisfaction of their needs. It is urgently necessary to deal
with these internal and external factors. We must seek
formulas through which every person has access to the
means of survival. This must be the first and foremost
national priority for all countries of the world. The
attainment of this goal is undoubtedly within the realm
of possibility for all the countries that make up the inter
national community.
11. The international community must insist on the
fulfilment of this responsibility by Governments, but it
must at the same time show mutual solidarity. When a
Government faces a crisis or an unexpected disaster,
whether man-made or natural, and is unable to provide
what its population needs to survive, international assist
ance is essential. The international community should also
persist in and intensify its efforts concerning the estab
lishment of an international economic order which is
effective, just and equitable, so that every Government
may be able to satisfy the needs of its people. Seen in
this perspective, the discussions concerning the conduct
of global economic negotiations and the establishment
of more just economic relations acquire a greater urgency.
12. The distressing dimensions of underdevelopment,
which involves death, waste and poverty, give particular
relevance to the current debate on the right to develop
ment. Thf International Court of Justice has recognized
the existence of the international community as a legal
entity. That entity is nowhere better symbolized and
reflected than here in the General Assembly, where
through consensus norms may be established and rights
recognized. The Assembly has declared that the right to

development is a human right, but the existence and scope
of this asserted right continues to be the subject of dis
cussion. Surely all the States represented here can agree
that the right to development involves, as a minimum,
the right of every human being, whether in a developed
or in a developing country, to access to the means of sub
sistence. If we agreed on this simple proposition, we
should have made enormous progress, and this agree
ment would have major national and international con
sequences.
13. The Secretary-General has given us with great wis
dom a very appropriate perspective for our discussions
in his recent report to the present session of the Assembly
on international conditions and human rights.
14. As we commemorate the thirty-fifth anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of H1.lman Rights, let us try
by our actions to make a tangib.1e and effective contribu
tion. Let us at the least seek to ensure that no child or
other human being has to die because of want; that no
one is arbitrarily deprived of life or tortured; that no one
is persecuted or imprisoned because of his or her convic
tions, race, religion or belief. There is no doubt that these
goals are not only an integral part of the reason for exist
ence of the United Nations, but that they are within the
reach of those who govern and those who are governed
in a truly universal sense.
15. At this time dedicated to the commemoration of the
thirty-fifth anniversary of the Universal Declaration, let
us reaffirm our faith in the fundamental rights of man
and in the dignity and worth of the human person, and
let us unite our efforts to make a reality of effective inter
national co-operation for the promotion of and respect
for the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights
of all human beings on the face of the Earth.
16. I now call on the Secretary-General to make a
statement.
17. The SECRETARY-GENERAL (interpretation
from Spanish): Today we commemorate the thirty-fifth
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. The purpose of this solemn ceremony, I believe,
should be to help focus our attention on the standards
in the Declaration which have been realized in actual
policies and practices throughout the world.
18. Three and a half decades after its adoption, the arti
cles and provisions of the Declaration are still just as
relevant and valid and have lost none of their crystalline
clarity. This makes it all the more regrettable that we are
still far from fulfilling the vision embodied in the Decla
ration: the vision of a human society free of violations
of human rights and unsullied by the denial of funda
mental freedoms that constitute the essence of the dignity
of the human person. The attainment of the ideals set
forth in the Declaration is clearly an objective to which
we must give the highest priority and renewed impetus.
I undertake to spare no efforts to achieve this lofty ai.m,
and I shall continue unremittingly to offer my good
offices for the solution of problems which result from
the failure to attain those ideals, a task for which I shall
ahyays need the support of Member States.
19. The violations of human rights with which we are
constantly faced have many different causes, but what
ever the cause, those violations are inevitably brought
before the United Nations. This is as it should be. because
the promotion of social progress and better standards of
lifein larger freedom constitutes one of the basic elements
in the mandate given to this Organization.
20. Although the failures in this respect are all too
palpable, the fact remains that the United Nations, by
encouraging respect for human rights and by drafting the
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instruments necessary to bring about international co
operation for this purpose, has to its credit achievements
'Nhich have no precedent in history. The proclamation
in article 28 of the Universal Declaration that everyone
is entitled to a social and international order in which the
rights and freedoms set forth in the Declaration can be
fully realized represents an advance in human thinking
and attitudes which only the idealists of earlier ages ever
dreamed of. We have also proclaimed the right of every
human being to life, to peace, to a safe environment, to
development, to self-determination, to liberty and secu
rity of the person, to freedom from torture, to food and
to health.
21. Moreover, 122 countries have now signed one of the
most broadly ratified international conventions, the Inter
national Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination [resolution 2106 A (XX)]. The two
International Covenants-one on economic, social and
wltural rights, and the other on civil and political rights,
with its Optic-nal Protocol-have now entered into force.
Under these instruments, Member States have approved
and accepted a process never before undertaken: the
process of examining governmental systems, laws and
institutions from the point of view of their consistency
with internationally recognized human rights standards.
These efforts of the United Nations are also being com
plemented and reinforced by those of regional human
rights bodies.
22. The Organization's Commission on Human Rights
has been actively engaged in responding te situations of
gross violations of human rights. The Commission's fact
finding and conciliatory processes include the conduct of
investigations by individual experts or groups of experts
and the establishment of direct contacts with Govern
ments in countries where problems have arisen. Govern
ments which have experienced problems may, and indeed
do, request the services of international experts to advise
them on strengthening their laws and institutions for the
promotion and protection of human rights in the future.
At the same time norms are being prepared on questions
such as the rights of the child, the rights of minorities
and indigenous peoples, and the prohibition of torture.
23. Clearly, a long and difficult road has been travelled
since the birth of the Organization in 1945. It would be
unfair to deny or ignore the immense long-term potential
of what has already been done.
24. However, I shall be candid and return to what I said
at the beginning. We must recognize that a wide gap still
exists between legislation and practice. This is a distressing
reality of which, personally, I remain painfully aware.
In the world of today there are political detainees without
number languishing in prisons, from which many may
never come out alive. In the past 15 years a vast number
of persons have died as a result of arbitrary and summary
executions or mass killings. This is simply appalling as
a reflection of how poorly the most important of all
human rights, the right rc life, is being assured. More
over, disappearances, mass exoduses and torture are com
mon practice in many parts of the world. As we enter
the Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Dis
crimination, we witness the persistence of apartheid
despite the innumerable condemnations of it by the inter
national community. At a time of unprecedented increase
in affluence as a result of scientific and technological
advances, the grim reality is that a quarter of the human
race continues to live in abs:..lute poverty.
25. What are we to do about this painful evidence of
man's injustice to man? Though it would not, of course,
be realistic to expect a quick transformation, we must
struggle to achieve it, and we can find encouragement in

the fact that some possible solutions are being considered
at this session. I believe that here at the United Nations
we must pursue this effort in a purposeful and practical
manner, seeking to accomplish tangible results. With
these considerations in mind, I would venture to make
a few specific suggestions.
26. There are 36 Member States which have not yet
ratified the International Convention on the Elimina
tion of All Forms of Racial Discrimination; 79 Member
States which have not yet ratified the International Cove
nant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; 82 Mem
ber States which have not yet ratified the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; and 127 which
have not yet ratified the Optional Protocol to that Cov
enant. On this occasion I urge those Member States which
have not yet ratified these instruments to do so as soon
as possible. To accept the co-operative mechanisms pro
vided in these instruments is one of the most specific
demonstrations a State can give of its commitment to
human rights.
27. Secondly, I suggest that every State undertake a
thorough review of the adequacy of its laws and institu
tions for ensuring respect for human rights in general,
and the human rights of persons being detained for vari
ous reasons in particular. An effective system of safe
guards and surveillance coula save thousands of lives and
avoid incalculable suffering.
28. In this context, it is natural that one of my major
concerns should be the welfare of United Nations per
sonnel. Unfortunately, a number of our staff members
have suffered violations of their human rights. Some of
them have even lost their lives; many others have been
deprived of their liberty. On this occasion I appeal to
those Member States in which United Nations staff mem
bers are being detaine1 to give urgent consideration, if
only on humanitarian 6rounds, to their prompt release.
29. Thirdly, Member 3tates could pursue more vigor
ously the establishment 01 strengthening of national and
regional human rights commissions, improve the level
of co-operation between governmental and non-govern
mental concerned with the promotion and protection of
human rights at the grass-roots level, and ensure that the
teaching of human rights is included in the curricula of
primary and secondary schools.
30. These are some positive steps that I believe could
be taken within the framework of international co-opera
tion for the promotion and protection of human rights.
I sirlcerely hope that in observing the thirty-fifth anniver
sary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights we
may be able to go beyond the simple proclamation of high
ideals and noble intentions and pave the way for concrete
and constructive action. As 1984 approaches, let us try
to harmonize and renew our efforts and increase our
capacity to deal with these matters which are at the very
heart of human dignity and involve the basis of a just
international social order. Once again, I pledge my deter
mined personal support to this objective.
31. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish):
I now call on the first speaker on the list for the debate
on this item, the representative er Somalia, who will speak
on behalf of the African States in his capacity as chairman
of that regional group.
32. Mr. ADAN (Somalia): It is a welcome duty for me
to speak on behalf of the Group' of African States nn the
occasion of the thirty-fifth anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Ri~hts. This historic Declaration
marked an important stage in the process of civilization.
The accumulated wisdom and experience of the past were
used to establish a humane and equitable standard for
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the achievement of freedom, justice, and peace in the
future. Today the Declaration's validity and force con
tinue undiminished, for it identified those political, social,
and economic factors essential for the well-being of peo
ples, for the stability of nations and, ultimately, for peace
and progress in an interdependent world. Clearly, we can
ignore the Universal Declaration only at our peril, and
we must therefore continue to reaffirm and support its
provisions.
33. Unfortunately, the question of human rights pre
sents the world community with a tragic paradox. While
thel ~ \s a greater and more widespread consciousness of
the value of the individual than at any other time in the
history of mankind, large-scale political, social and eco
nomic injustices continue to be directed against ethnic
groups, populations, States and regions of the world.
34. South Africa's policies of apartheid, for example,
constitute an egregious example of the violation of human
rights on a national scale. Racism in South Africa has, of
course, been a major concern of African and other devel
oping States throughout the life of the United Nations,
but we need make no apology for our preoccupation with
this question. As long as the non-white majority in South
Africa and Namibia continues to be stripped of human
dIgnity and fundamental freedoms by the white minority
on the basis of a virulent and institutionalized racism,
we will not fail to exert every effort and to use every
opportunity to condemn this evil system and to exhort
all States to join in measures for its elimination.
35. The position of the African States on apartheid is
eloquently stated in the following words of the 1969
Manifesto on Southern Africa:

"we acknowledge that within our own States the strug
gle towards human brotherhood and unchallenged
human dignity is only beginning. It is on the basis of
our commitment to human equality and human
dignity, not on the basis of achieved perfection, that
we take our stand of hostility towards the colonialism
and racial discrimination which is being practised in
southern Africa. It is on the basis of their commitment
to these universal principles that we appeal to other
mer.:bers of the humar. race for support." 1

36. The extent of apartheid's inhumanity can be seen
in microcosm if we consider the human tragedy being
played out in the rural village of Magopa in South Africa.
The ruling authorities have designated Magopa as a
"black spot" since it is surrounded by white communities
and have decreed that this "black spot" must be elim
inated. This means that the families who acquired their
land by purchase 70 years ago have been ordered to
resettle, against their will, in the unfamiliar, less-endowed
surrounding of a so-called homeland. In doing so they
would lose not only their homes and occupations but also
their right of abode and citizenship in South Africa. Some
have said they would prefer to die rather than leave their
homes.
37. In our view, Member States could fittingly honour
the anniversary of the Universal Declaration by com
mitting themselves to the struggle against a state system
which is unequalled in its violation of the provisions of
that Declaration. Whether we consider the personal free
doms of the African people of South Africa, their family
life, their civic and legal rights, their participation in
society at large or their economic opportunities we find
in every case the malign effects of apartheid. Without
doubt, the General Assembly's judgement that apartheid
constitutes a total negation of the purposes and principles
of the Charter, a crime against humanity and a serious
threat to world peace and security is well founded.

38. If we turn to the international scene we find that
a frequent cause of tension and conflict lies in the fact
that the violation of human rights often extends beyond
national boundaries. South Africa again provides an
example in that its policies of colonialism, military aggres
sion and regional hegemony have unjustly and illegally
kept the people of Namibia from the exercise of funda
mental freedoms. These policies are also deliberately
aimed at undermining the political, social and economic
stability of neighbouring States.
39. In the Middle East, forces of injustice and colonial
ism have used oppression, terror and brute force in order
to suppress the aspirations of the Palestinian people for
self-determination and national identity. In consequence,
turmoil, conflict and human misery on a vast scale have
become endemic in that area.
40. In Afghanistan, Democratic Kampuchea and other
areas of the world, foreign military aggression, domina
tion and occupation provide further examples of the gross
violation of the right of people to enjoy liberty and secu
rity and the right of nations, large and small, to estab
lish without interference their chosen political, social and
economic systems.
41. It is now a matter of international consensus that
the violation of human rights is a major cause of mass
flows of refugees. The situations in southern Africa, the
Horn of Africa, the Middle East, West and South-East
Asia, which have all spawned disastrous refugee flows,
bear witness to the validity of this consensus. Oppression,
injustice and resistance to tyranny in these areas have
forced millions of unfortunate people to flee from their
homes and countries and seek refuge in neighbouring
States. The world's large and steadily growing refugee
population is, rightly, a cause of grave international con
cern, for refugees are people deprived of fundamental
human rights and their presence-usually in the develop
ing world-strains the meagre resources of host countries.
42. Yet another aspect of the human rights paradox is
the failure of North-South negotiations aimed at estab
lishing a new and more just international economic order.
As long as the present unjust system of international
economic relations remains in place the majority of the
developing countries will continue to be frustrated in their
attempts to promote social progress and better standards
of living in a more economically just world.
43. The ultimate threat to human rights lies, of course,
in the dangerous arms race of the nuclear Powers whose
global rivalry could well deprive us all of the right to life.
It is appropriate, we believe, that this occasion should
be used to appeal to these Powers to respond' to the call
of the human race for an end to the nuclear-arms race
and for real progress in the reduction of nuclear arsenals
and weapon systems.
44. Thirty-five years after the adoption of the Universal
Declaration tne widespread and often flagrant disregard
for human rights evident in the world is cause for grave
concern. It can also be recognized, however, that a slow
but steady contribution is being made to the realization
of the principles of the Declaration through national
efforts and through international co-operation. The vast
majority of States-whether long-established or newly
independent-claim adherence to the Universal Declara
tion through customary law or through written constitu
tions which incorpoi ate many of its provisions. On the
international level, it has been accepted that serious and
systematic ab.uses against citizens, carried out by internal
or external forces, are a legitimate matter of international
concern.
45. It is an important development that many States
have acceded to such legal instruments as international
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covenants dealing with economic, social, cultural, civil
and political rights, to the International Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
and to the International Convention on the Suppression
and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid [resolu
tion 3068 (XXVIII), annex]. Greater efforts must now
be made to strengthen the legal and obligatory character
of those instruments and to provide machinery for their
enforcement. We can note with satisfaction also that in
recent years national and international action on behalf
of groups such as women, children, the aging and the
handicapped has been welcome evidence of a deepening
sensitivity to human needs.
46. These modest but significant developments make it
possible to hope that Member States will make a more
determined effort to carry out these obligations in the
field of human rights which they assumed as parties to
the Charter of the United Nations. It can be hoped also
that human dignity will eventually take its proper place
as the central element of national and international
policies.
47. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish):
I now call on the representative of Turkey, who will speak
in his capacity as chairman of the Group of Asian States.
48. Mr. GbK~E (Turkey): Mr. President, as chairman
of the Group of Asian States, I have the honour and
privilege to speak on behalf of the members of that Group
and to extend to you, Sir, and through you to the Secre
tary-General, our sincere thanks and appreciation for the
comprehensive introductory remarks which you have
both submitted.
49. I should like to state at the outset that we welcome
this debate in the Assembly on the occasion of the thirty
fifth anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Decla
ration of Human Rights on 10 December 1948 in Paris
by the United Nations General Assembly. During the past
35 years the universal and effective recognition and
observance of human rights included in the Declaration
ha"e reached increasing prominence in international life.
The Declaration has increasingly served and will continue
to serve as a code of conduct for the international com
munity as well as for States and also for the promotion
and progressive development of human rights and fun
damental freedoms. However, much more remains to be
done in this field.
50. It is therefore important for all States to ensure pro
gressively greater observance and full implementation of
the principles enshrined in the Declaration in order to
advance the collective purposes we all share on human
rights issues. In this respect adherence to the relevant
international conventions and covenants and active par
ticipation in the work of the commissions and sub-com
missions on human rights should be one of the basic
duties of the Member States of this Organization.
51. It is om' sincere hope that the celebration in the
Assembly of the thirty-fifth anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights will provide another oppor
tunity for Member States to direct particular attention
to the promotion of the principles of the Declaration and
of the Charter of the United Nations.
52. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish):
I now caU on the representative of the German Demo
cratic Republic, who will speak in his capacity as chair
man of the Group of Eastern European States.
53. Mr. OTT (German Democratic Republic): The
world-wide commemoration of the thirty-fifth anniver
sary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights demonstr:ttes the important place this
document holds in international co-operation between

States. Proof of the viability and efficiency of the Decla
ration since 1948 is found in the fact that it has been
directly or indirectly incorporated in numerous national
and international legal acts, quoted in countless United
Nations resolutions and taken into account in the prepa
ration of almost all international codification projects,
particularly in the field of human rights. Even if devel
opments have taken place over the past 35 years which go
far beyond the content of the Declaration, for instance,
in the form of the recognition of the peoples' right to
self-determination as a basic human right, the socialist
States value the Declaration as a significant universal,
anti-Fascist United Nations document of the post-war era.
54. The preparation and adoption of the Universal Dec
laration of Human Rights took place at a time when
memories of the Fascist crimes perpetrated during the
Second World War, of the 50 million lost lives, of those
murdered by fascism and the victims in the battlefields
and air raid shelters were still fresh in peoples' minds.
Proceeding from the "barbarous acts which have out
raged the conscience of mankind"-as stated in the
Preamble to the Declaration-article 3 clearly specifies,
inter alia, that "Everyone has the right to life". Today,
more than 38 years after the Second World War, world
peace is again highly endangered, drifting into barbarism
again seems possible and mankind's right to life is again
put into question. The imperialist policy of confrontation
and super-armament has brought about a situation in
which the people's lives are overshadowed by the threat
of a nuclear war, an inferno which, if it were to happen,
would be tantamount to the self-annihilation of life on
earth.
55. Due to the deployment of new United States medium
range nuclear missiles in Western Europe-contrary to
the vital interests and the declared will of the large majo
rity of the peoples-the political climate has been further
exacerbated on our continent. More than ever before, it
is imperative to foil the plans of those circles which seek
to plunge the world into a nuclear catastrophe. To prevent
this from happening we stand together with all peace
loving forces which oppose a policy of strength and
confrontation and which advocate arms limitation, dis
armament and peaceful co-operation between peoples.
56. It is impossible to talk about human rights without
referring to the key issue of our time: the earliest cessation
of the arms race and the transition to disarmament. The
socialist States have taken numerous steps to achieve this
end. The proposals contained in the Political Declaration
of the States Parties to the Warsaw Treaty, issued at
Prague on 5 January 1983 [A/38/67 and Corr.l], and the
joint statement by the highest representatives of parties
and States of seven socialist countries in Moscow on
28 June [A/38/292] remain topical. They are directed at
averting i.he danger of a nuclear war, halting the arms
race, returning to detente and improving inter-govern
mental relations.
57. The commitment of the socialist countries to main
tain and preserve peace is the expression of a policy
in which the human being is the centre of all society's
endeavours. The socialist States are not satisfied with
abstract ideas and expressions about the free human being
but have created conditions which constitute the basis and
the guarantee that the individual can fully exercise his
rights, that he is enabled to develop his personality in
freedom and dignity.
58. The principle evolved by Karl Marx that the free
development of each individual is the prerequisite for the
free development of all human beings has been trans
formed into reality in socialist society. Mi":ons of people
experience day by day what it means' , relations of
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ownership preclude the exploitation of man by man, when
profit for a few people is not the centre of all efforts,
but the fruits of work can he enjoyed by everyone, and
when a high standard of living for the whole popula
tion is the objective and motivation of society's activity.
Unemployment, social insecurity, fear of the future are
alien to our society. Social security, as we see it, is indi
visible; it can either exist for all members of society or
not exist at all. The elementary conditions of social secu
rity in our countries mean protection from material dif
ficulties in the event of sickness and in old age, as well
as appropriate housing conditions for everyone and the
certainty that there is a place in society where he is needed
and which he can fulfil. Finally, social security in our
countries means that each person is enabled to develop
his abilities and capabilities in all aspects, including hav
ing the possibility of receiving comprehensive education
and acquiring the values of culture and science. Those
few aspects and examples of our human rights practice
and social policy may be sufficient to prove that the
content and norms of socialist human rights policy go
far beyond the standards of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.
59. We, the socialist States, proceed from the fact
that now, as before, the greatest significance has to be
attached to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Mass violations of human rights in many parts of the
world, in the form of acts of aggression, racism, apart
heid, fascism, colonialism and neo-colonialism, demon
strate that the rights enshrined in the Declaration have
so far not become a reality for millions of people. We
therefore resolutely c~dvocate-in full accord with the
Declaration-granting ~bsolute priority to the struggle
against mass violations ot human rights. We cannot sim
ply ignore the hard lot of the peoples in southern Africa,
the Palestinian people and the peoples in some Latin
American countries, just as we cannot overlook the per
sistently rising unemployment and the curs in social wel
fare in industrialized capitalist States.
60. Another major issue in the implementation of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights is, in our opin
ion, the futher elaboration of the right to development.
The great economic difficulties facing above all the devel
oping countries obstruct the comprehensive implementa
tion of human rights in those countries. Such difficulties
result mainly from the colonial past and the present neo
colonial exploitation of the natural and other resources
of developing countries. All States face the task of con
tributing to the restructuring of international economic
relations. In that process the socialist countries proceed
from the fact that the right to development cannot be
limited to mere social issues and certain kinds of assist
ance. The right to development is comprehensive and in
our view can be understood only as the demand to over
come the national and international limitations of the
right to life of the individual human being and of the
peoples.
61. The provisions of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights have heen further developed in many
aspects during past years, in particular through such
important human right" iTl~~truments as the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International
Covenant on Economic, Soci:ll dnd Cultural Rights, the
International Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discriminalion, the International Con
vention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime
of Apartheid, the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women fresolution 34/
180, annex] and so on. These international instruments
have not only considerably expanded the content of the

provisions of the Declaration and raised them to the status
of internationally binding norms, but have also finally
abandoned the bourgeois concept of limiting human
rights to civil rights. Those instruments have strengthened
the idea that concrete development and the assurance of
human rights within the framework of the right of peoples
to self-determination can assume various forms in indi
vidual States, that this lies fully within their sovereignty
and must not be used as a pretext for intervention.
62. The inclusion of human rights within the duty of
States to preserve peace and the concept of their being
based upon the right of peoples to self-determination have
become the corner-stone of the United Nations concept
of human rights.
63. As we commemorate today the adoption of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, all States should
be called upon to accede to the international instruments
I have mentioned. The socialist States did so many years
ago and are parties to the majority of human rights con
ventions. In contrast, certain Western States keep citing
human rights but are not prepared to accede to those
conventions and thereby to commit themselves to the
progressive development of the Declaration.
64. In the 35 years of existence of the Universal Decla
ration of Human Rights there have been far-reaching
positive results for many peoples. Despite such achieve
ments the ideals and objectives proclaimed in the Declara
tion have not yet been fully achieved everywhere. The
socialist States are ready to make an active contribution
to that end so that those ideais and objectives may become
a reality for all peoples and all human beings.
65. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish):
The next speaker is the representative of Guatemala, cur
rent chairman of the Group of Latin American States,
who will speak on behalf of that Group.
66. Mr. QUINONES-AMEZQUITA (Guatemala) (inter
pretation from Spanish): Allow me, Mr. President, to
thank you and the Secretary-General for your interven
tions this morning on human rights.
67. As current chairman of the Latin American Group,
Guatemala wishes to make a contribution to the celebra
tion of Human Rights Day, which is today observing
another anniversary. The date of the adoption of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 10 December
1948, has a special place in the annals of the United
Nations. This is an appropriate occasion for serious
thought about what has been achieved and what remains
to be achieved to comply with the provisions of the
Declaration..
68. Article 1 states that all human beings are born free
and equal in dignity and rights. Freedom is necessary for
the life of peoples, and freedom cannot exist, even
though proclaimed by 100 declarations of human rights
or 100 constituti.ons, if those in power do not show by
their own example respect for what is most sacred to man:
freedom.
69. Article 1 of the Declaration does not define free
dom, but article 2 states that everyone is entitled to all
the rights and freedoms set forth in the Declaration.
Peoples live only when they have a soul, and they have
a sou} ohly when they have freedom. Among the funda
mental freedoms set forth in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights are the right to a public hearing by a
competent tribunal; the right to freedom of movement
and to choose one's residence within the borders of a
State; the right to leave any country, including one's own,
and to return to it; the right to freedom of opinion and
expression; the right to freedom .1" pea~cfllI assen~hlyand
association; the right to form ahJ juin trade unions; and,
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for parents, the right to choose the kind of education that
they desire for their children.
70. The United Nations has done very little to protect
the freedoms laid down in the Declaration. Many coun
tries do not protect these rights, which are the basis of
freedom, and attempt to shut them away, as though in
a huge coffin, to prevent them from spreading. If the
State does not facilitate the exercise of freedom, then
freedom becomes a dead letter.
71. There are nations which proclaim the need to protect
the State, but by protection they mean the prevention of
free circulation of publications, of the use of courts, of
freedom of education. The only universities they allow
are State universities; they do not permit the communica
tion and free circulation of ideas contained in books
reflecting various kinds of thinking; they prevent the
teaching of principles and doctrines. In short, they pre
vent the dissemination of the basic moral elements which
are and ever shall be the glory of civilization and are the
ideas which are fundamental to the human conscience.
72. Truth is slow, but it does assert itself, and no power
can halt the march of time or prevent man from thinking.
There may be setbacks, but mankind will always move
forward.
73. With regard to freedom, whose tenets are enunci
ated in the Universal Declaration, much remains to be
done. The process is becoming ever slower, for because
of the lack of the will on the part of certain States to
establish freedom few measures have been taken and the
Assembly has done little. We must continue the struggle
to protect freedom.
74. After these 35 years of the existence of the Univer
sal Declaration of Human Rights there are still pla(;es
where the most important and fundamental rights are not
respected and where race and colour are invoked as
pretexts for withholding those rights. But we must also
recognize that much has been achieved in the efforts to
protect certain human rights and the dignity of the human
person. Thus, certain instruments have been adopted,
such as the International Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Declaration
on the Protection of AIl Persons from Being Subjected
to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment [resolution 3452 (XXX), annex],
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights and the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
75. At the same time as we protect and try to improve
human conditions and rights, the United Nations must
redouble its efforts to achieve a more just international
economic order that will improve people's economic,
social and political situation. The United Nations must
continue its activities to that end. We must seek in every
human being the dignity of the whole human species and
remember that the pain of each individual is the pain of
us all. We must bear in mind that any political change
is good only if it is coupled with economic and social
improvements. Only a more just international economic
order wiII enable people to live in greater justice and
harmony. Only when a fair price is paid for the products
of our soil will those products, which are the life blood
of our peoples, be judged at their true value.
76. Latin America rejoices at this celebration, despite
the selectivity which has been exercised against Latin
America with respect to human rights, through the sub
mission of resolutions that do not take into account viola
tions occurring in other continents. But this should not
be allowed to spoil this celebration. History will judge
whether or not there has been impartiality here, and it
will judge our conduct.

77. We must persevere in our efforts to achieve a more
just economic order; we must persevere in our efforts to
obtain impartial treatment in regard to human rights;
and, particularly, we must persevere in our efforts to
preserve freedom. These struggles and these efforts will
be the common heritage of our peoples, and the pride
of this Organization.
78. The PRESIDENT (interpretation fronl Spanish):
I now call on the representative of Ireland, the chairman
of the Group of Western European and other States, who
will speak on behalf of that Group.
79. Mr. McDONAGH (Ireland): Speaking, as I have
the honour of doing, on this important subject on behalf
of the members of the Group of Western European and
Other States, I wish to express to you, Mr. President, and
through you to the Secretary-General, our sincere thanks
and appreciation for the comprehensive introductory
statements which we have heard.
80. We are here today to mark a glorious page in the
annals of the United Nations: the adoption of the Univer
sal Declaration of Human Rights on 10 December 1948
in Paris. The Declaration set forth in simple and direct
language principles which inspired enormous hope in a
world that had just emerged from an era marked by
human rights violations and suffering on an unprece
dented scale. This broad range of basic principles was
universally applicable and valid and laid a firm founda
tion for subsequent United Nations activity in the pro
motion and protection of human rights.
81. In the years since the adoption of the Declaration,
the rights set out in it have been further elaborated and
the question of their implementation has also occupied
our attention.

Mr. Ali (Singapore), Vice-President, took the Chair.
82. The bold affirmation which opens the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, "All human beings are
born free and equal in dignity and rights", reflects the
ideals and basic values cherished by many cultures. That
sentiment is at the root of the common commitment
undertaken by all Member States in the words of Arti
cle 1, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the United Nations:

"To achieve international co-operation in solving
international problems of an economic, social, cultural,
or humanitarian character, and in promoting and
encouraging respect for human rights and for funda
mental freedoms for all without distinction as to race,
sex, language, or religion".

83. Yet this common commitment has not been suffi
cient to ensure for the peoples of the world universal
respect for the principles of the Declaration. Some pro
gress has been made, but a wide gap continues to exist
hetween those principles and reality. Failure to protect
fully the rights of individuals established in the Declara
tion results in incalculable suffering throughout the world
today. It is therefore important that the thirty-fifth anni
versary be an occasion not only for celebration but also
for the renewal of our common commitment to the prin
ciples enshrined in the Declaration. That is the profound
hope of the members of the Group of Western European
and Other States, some of whom will also be speaking
on this occasion. We must keep faith with the hopes
expressed so eloquently 35 years ago.
84. The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of
Saudi Arabia, the chairman of the Group of Arab States,
who will speak on behalf of that Group.
85. Mr. SHIHABI (Saudi Arabia) (interpretation from
Arabic): It is a pleasure for me, on behalf of the Group
of Arab States at the United Nations, to express to
the President and the Secretary-General our thanks and



1480 General Assembly-Thirty-eighth Session-Plenary Meetings

appreciation for the valuable statements they have made
during this commemoration of the thirty-fifth anniversary
of the adoption by the General Assembly of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.
86. This Declaration-which I view in its general aspects
and not in its details, for some of which we might find
a better drafting, for the benefit of mankind-was a prin
cipal mainstay of the morality of the United Nations. It
gave the Charter a framework for its role in that period
of history and enhanced the values of the Organization
throughout the world by concentrating on the value of
the human being and the rights of the individual within
the context of the rights of the community made up of
the States Members of this international system.
87. Since its inception the United Nations has achieved
a great deal in various political, economic, technical and
legal fields. But when this direct interest was taken in the
individual and when endeavours were made to protect
man from the injustice perpetrated by his fellow man,
that was indeed a breakthrough in the quality of interna
tional relations, which the United Nations insists on as
the main basis for appropriate international relations.
These main principles of human relations have affected
the positions of many States and groups of States towards
the establishment of a more equitable international
society.
88. The United Nations adopted the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights 35 years ago. The principles and
nerms had been revealed in divine law long ago and
had over the centuries become an international system,
observed by States as an international obligation. The
principles of the dignity of man and his fundamental
rights are in our countries essential norms stemming from
the doctrine of Islam which established the rights of the
individual and set out his obligations in a way that makes
him a good individual in a good society; the greater the
observance by the citizen of these principles, the greater
will be his value and the higher the standard of society.
We hope that these principles complement comprehensive
and balanced human rights.
89. Many of the principles of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights have been reflected to a limited extent
in the national legislation of many countries of the world.
The propagation of these principles has increased the
awareness of the private and public sectors and led to
economic and social reforms for the individual and the
society in which that individual lives. We have witnessed
the effect of this great development in an era in which
military, political, intellectual and economic colonization
has been receding, despite the exceptions we see which
give rise to serious questions we deliberate here in this
Organization-foremost among which is the question of
the Middle East and Palestine, which is basically a
humane question, a question of the Arab person whose
own human rights as an individual and as a member of
society have been violated. The crime perpetrated against
him is being continued. Then there is the question of
South Africa, where we see colonization, repugnant
exploitation and racial discrimination threatening the
value of human rights.
90. While we pay tribute to the achievements of the
United Nations in the recent past in the field of human
rights, we look forward to the future, to the day in which
fundamental individual rights in a just international
society will be ensured and universal and will be promoted
by States of the international system to the level due them.
We respect these rights in other countries and strive for
them in our own countries. We remain op••mistic.
91. Mr. KEYES (United States of America): The United
States is proud of the role it played in the formulation

and adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights 35 years ago and of the relationship of the Decla
ration to our own Bill of Rights: In this regard, we would
like to pay a special tribute to Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
and her dedication to this cause, as symbolized by the
Declaration we are celebrating today.
92. Since its founding the United States has given pri
ority to the rights of each individual and reaffirmed the
need for ceaseless efforts to promote and maintain these
basic human rights. At practically this very moment Presi
dent Reagan is signing the following proclamation of
10 December as Human Rights Day and the following
week as Human Rights Week in the United States.

"On December 15, 1791, our Founding Fathers
rejoiced in the ratification of the first 10 amendments
to the Constitution of the United States-a Bill of
Rights which has helped to guarantee all Americans the
liberty we so cherish.

"One hundred and fifty-seven years later, on Decem
ber 10, 1948, the United Nations adopted the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, an effort aimed at
securing basic human rights for the peoples of all
nations.

"Americans have long honored the gift of liberty.
So it is with glad hearts and thankful minds that on
Bill of Rights Day we recognize the special benefits
of freedom bequeathed in posterity by the Founding
Fathers. They had a high regard for the liberty of all
humanity as reflected by Thomas Jefferson when he
wrote in 1787, 'A bill of rights is what the people are
entitled to against every government on earth.' In this
century alone thousands of Americans have laid down
their lives on distant battlefields in Europe, Asia,
Africa, and in our Western Hemisphere itself in defense
of the basic human rights.

"When the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly
in 1948, Americans hoped that the Jeffersonian vision
was about to be realized at last. The Universal Decla
ration, it was believed, would embody the consensus
of the international community in favor of human
rights and individual liberty. And the United Nations,
it was further thought, would serve as the instrument
through which the observance of human rights by
Governments would be enforced by the international
community.

"Thirty-five years after the adoption of the Universal
Declaration, it is clear that these hopes have been ful
filled only in part. Nevertheless, the Universal Declara
tion remains an international standard against which
the human rights practices of all governments can be
measured. Its principles have become the basis of a
number of binding international covenants and conven
tions. At the United Nations it has served to strengthen
the arguments of those governments which are gen
uinely interested in promoting human rights.

"Still, the fact remains that even as we celebrate Bill
of Rights Day and Human Rights Day, human rights
are frequently violated in many nations. In the Soviet
Union, for example, brave men and women seeking to
promote respect for human rights are often declared
mentally ill by their Government and incarcerated in
psychiatric institutions. In Poland, the free trade union
movement Solidarity has been brutally suppressed by
the regime. Throughout Eastern Europe and the Baltic
States, the rights of workers and other basic human
rights such as the freedom of speech, assembly, and
religion and the right of self-determination are denied.
This same tragic situation also occurs just 90 miles off
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our southern coast. In South Africa the apartheid sys
tem institutionalizes racial injustices, and in Iran the
Bahai people are being persecuted because of their
religion. And in Afghanistan and South-East Asia toxic
weapons, the use of which is outlawed by international
conventions, are being utilized by foreign occupation
forces against brave peoples fighting for their freedom
and independence.

"As Americans recall these and other human rights
violations, we reflect on both the similarities and the
differences between the Bill of Rights and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. Both great human rights
documents were adopted in the aftermath of a bitter
war. Both envision a society where rulers and ruled are
bound by the laws of the land and where government
rests on the consent of the governed, is limited in its
powers and has as its principal purpose the protection
of individual liberty.

"Yf t '.vhile the Bill of Rights was adopted by a nation
in wh free insfh,tions already flourished, many of
the c tries ..."hich adopted the Universal Declaration
of H·' lan Rights lacked free institutions. Since human
rights are the product of such institutions as a free
press, free elections, free trade unions and an inde
pendent judiciary, it is not surprising that formal
adherence to the Universal Declaration by governments
which suppress these institutions has resulted in no real
human rights gains.

"By posing as champions of human rights, many
governments hope to disguise their own human rights
abuses. It was with special pleasure that I noted the
recognition offered by the Nobel Peace Prize to Lech
Walesa for his red efforts on behalf of human rights
in a country where the government speaks only of the
illusion of human rights.

"Human rights can only be secured when govern
ment empowers its people, rather than itself, through
the operation of free institutions. Because our Found
ing Fathers understood this, we are blessed with a
system of government which protects our. human
rights. Today let us rededicate ourselves to respect these
rights at home and to strive to make the words of the
Universal Declaration a living reality for all mankind.

"Now, therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, President of
the United States of America, do hereby proclaim
December 10, 1983, as Human Rights Day and Decem
ber 15, 1983, as Bill of Rights Day, and call upon all
Americans to observe the week beginning December 10,
1983, as Human Rights Week. During this period, let
each of us give special thought to the blessings we enjoy
as a free people and renew our efforts to make the
promise of our Bill of Rights a living reality for all
Americans and, whenever possible, for all mankind." .

93. Mr. ALBAN HOLGUIN (Colombia) (interpreta
tion/rom Spanish): First of all, my delegation wishes to
thank the President and the Secretary-General for the
most important messages which they read to us today.
94. In the origin of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights is man himself and his possibilities of living in
dignity and freedom. It is the same human being that has
been the victim of the violence unleashed by social injus
tice in certain parts of the world; held in contempt because
of his colour or ethnic or other origin; kept in slavery
by the persistent superiority complex of certain races
regarding others; deprived of his property and compelled
to flee situations of violence and political repression; the
value of his life ignored; imprisoned, humiliated and
tortured.
95. We are gathered here today to commemorate the
thirty-fifth anniversary of the adoption of the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights, the human rights that are
the foundation of the Organization's Charter, which pro
claims many of them. The Preamble embodies noble con
cepts such as the belief of the United Nations and its
Member States in the advent of a world in which human
beings, freed from fear and poverty, enjoy freedom of
expression and freedom of belief, express their faith in
the dignity and value of the human person and the equal
rights of men and women and wish to promote social
progress and better standards of life in larger freedom.
They declare that freedom, justice and peace in the world
are based on the recognition of the intrinsic dignity and
the equal, inalienable rights of all the members of the
human family.
96. Observance of these tenets is, or should be, obliga
tory for all States, for once the Charter was adopted on
a universal basis it became part of the constitution of
every State. Since disregard of and contempt for human
rights had led to acts of barbarism against man, it was
considered essential that those rights be protected by a
system of law. Those tenets came out of the very depths
of the conscience of the peoples and were agreed to and
proclaimed on the understanding that the United Nations
would be the policeman and the implacable champion of
those rights in whatever place, region or State they might
be infringed. These were wise and balanced norms, based
on an integral view of the human being as the focus of
the universe, for whom it is important to feel part of a
society which respects his rights, with which he can iden
tify and within which he can establish a family, educate
it and increase it, with the ensuring obligation to respect
the common good an.d to serve society so that it may
achieve its objectives. That is why the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights says, in article 29, paragraph 1,
that "Everyone has duties to the community in which
alone the free and full development of his personality is
possible. "
97. In order to have human rights there must be laws,
and in order to have laws there must be force to back
them up. In order to have international law there must
be an international force to support it. But in the case
of human beings in all countries, the only force which
can support them is the determination of States Members
of the United Nations to apply the principles of the
Charter and the will of the international community as
organized in the United Nations system.
98. We must recognize that, with the progress of tech
nology, the development of communications and the
elimination of frontiers, universal solidarity concerning
human rights is more than ever necessary if our common
destiny is to be peace and justice. But, unfortunately, this
has not always been the case in this Organization, for we
have become involved in specific political matters in such
a way that each Government can interpret them in its own
way according to its interests of the moment. The human
being, the base of the great pyramid, is in danger of being
replaced by concepts which formerly were subordinate
to him, to the extent that today those matters which
concern him are not dealt with while there are political
or economic affairs which affect relations between Gov
ernments.
99. In no circumstances and for no reason can my Gov
ernment consider any violation of human rights justifi
able, whether within or outside its territory. We do not,
however, accept the thesis that investigations should be
conducted solely in this hemisphere, because this is per
haps where there are indeed possibilities of success or
fewer political problems in achieving success.
100. We must realize that right is the protection of the
weak and that human rights have been proclaimed to
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protect not the powerful but the weak, that the only inter
national force that can ensure that the principles of the
Charter are being applied is that which emanates from
the United Nations. If investigations are carried out in
only one part of the world or within specific political
parameters, the Organization may lose its prestige or its
force and thus the human beings' chance of a life of
dignity and freedom will be at the mercy of tyrants.
101. Let us show our faith in the Organization by
expressing our respect and admiration for those eminent
citizens of the world who gave us the immortal instrument
whose promulgation 35 years ago we are commemorating
today.
102. To honour the ideals of the United Nations, I
shQuld like to read the following statement made by the
President of my country, Mr. Belisario Betancur, two
days ago:

"Once again I hoist the white flag of peace and real
freedom, and I do so not in an emotional gesture but
in support of what the Government has done and will
continue to do, with the idea that peace has a truer,
more authentic name: justice. It is a difficult struggle
to seek peace deliberately, as it is not a magic formula
of government. Peace is a matter of cause and effect.
Rather than from the State, it comes from a well
ordered and just society. A State or Government may
feel protected against violence, but this means nothing
if this security does not spread to our neighbours.
Therefore I struggle constantly against the arrogance
of power, for I believe that when there is greater toler
ance there is greater stability for the State. Nothing is
more dangerous than to believe that reason belongs to
us alone. Therefore it is necessary to live in a country
where, as the thinker would wish, freedom can spread
from one place to another."

103. Mr. BLUM (Israel): It is with a profound sense
of satisfaction that I bring, as the representative of Israel,
my Government's message and greetings on the occasion
of the thirty-fifth anniversary of the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights. The moral and educational value
of the ideas formulated in the Declaration cannot be
underrated. The noted principlAs enshrined in it serve as
a moral code for mankind. Thf.: ideas embodied in that
momentous document, as well as in all subsequent related
agreements, including the two human rights covenants
and the various con"entions adopted by the General
Assembly, should be applied by all Governments. Indeed,
their force derives to a great degree from the fact that
their formulation rests on a consensus consisting of ele
ments which are common to the different cultures and
religions of the nations represented in the United Nations.
104. Israel's unfaltering commitment to human rights
also stems from the prophetic vision of universal justice
and universal peace cherished by the Jewish people
throughout the ages. Some 3,000 years ago the prophets
of Israel in Jerusalem proclaimed to the world the equality
and brotherhood of man, the intrinsic dignity and value
of the human being and the ideals of social justice based
on eternal peace among nations.
105. The Bible, in the very first chapter of Genesis,
enunciates the quality of man and woman, irrespective
of race, colour and creed. Thus, Genesis 1:27 declares:
"So God created man in his own image, in the image of
God created He him: male and female created He them."
The brotherhood of man was given further expression in
the very brief but very poignant passage in Leviticus 19:18.
"Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself."
106. The prophets of Israel realized that universal jus
tice and equality could be achieved only in conjunction

with universal peace. This vision was forcefully expressed
by the prophet, Isaiah, in Jerusalem some 2,800 years
ago. His words, in Isaiah 2:4, now grace the plaza which
faces this building: "And they shall beat their swords into
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation
shall not lift sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more."
107. Even throughout centuries of persecution and
oppression and throughout the darkest periods of the
world's history, the Jewish people have not lost sight of
this vision. Illustrious sons of the Jewish people have
stood in the forefront of the struggle for protecting and
guaranteeing human rights in their respective societies and
at the international level. The terrible Holocaust that in
our own lifetime befell my people did not diminish that
hope but rather strengthened it. Indeed, the Jewish people
rallied against the genocidal enemies of mankind, and
many of its sons subsequently played an instrumental
role in formulating the principles now embodied in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and similar
documents.
108. We mark today the thirty-fifth anniversary of the
adoption by the General Assembly, on 9 December 1948,
of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of
the Crime of Genocide [resolution 260 A (Ill), annex].
It was a Jewish lawyer, Raphael Lemkin, whose family
had been murdered in Poland during the Second World
War, who was instrumental in drafting that Convention.
Another illustrious Jew whose family had perished in
Europe during the Holocaust, Sir Hersch Lauterpacht
attorney, scholar and subsequently judge on the Interna
tional Court of Justice-was among the chief protago
nists of the international protection of human rights . Yet
another eminent son of the Jewish people, Rene Cassin,
was one of the principal authors of the Universal Decla
ration itself and received the Nobel Peace Prize for his
efforts.
109. Israel, as a free, democratic society guided by such
a rich moral heritage, embodies in its laws, social values
and political process the upholding of human rights,
enjoyed by all citizens and residents of Israel, regardless
of their different religious, ethnic and social backgrounds.
110. Looking at the situation in the world today, one
sees that much remains to be done to translate the noble
ideas and principles of the Universal Declaration on
Human Rights into practice. Thirty-five years after the
adoption of that Declaration fundamental freedoms con
tinue to be violated and millions of people continue to
suffer. Therefore, on this thirty-fifth anniversary of .he
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, let us all rededi
cate ourselves to the task of making that expression of
mankind's noblest aspirations a living reality throughout
the world.
111. Mr. ROA KOURI (Cuba) (interpretation from
Spanish): The Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Revolu
tionary Government of Cuba has sent the following mes
sage to the Secretary-General in connection with the
imp,ortant event we celebrate today:

."The international community is commemorating
the thirty-fifth anniversary of the proclamation of
Human Rights Day, at a time when mankind is con
fronted with situations requiring the swift implemen
tation of the initial postulate of the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights, which states that recognition
of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable
rights' of all members of the human family is the sole
basis for maintaining freedom, justice and peace in the
world.



90th meeting-9 December 1983 1483

"It is clear that in the light of the provisions of the
Universal Declaration, flagrant mass violations of the
human rights of peoples and individuals affected by
policies of racial discrimination, apartheid, colonial
ism, Zionism, military-political repression and armed
and economic aggressions must not only be condemned,
but their causes combated by the international com
munity in keeping with the spirit and letter of the
Charter of the United Nations.

"The economic and social injustice involved in the
gap between the living standards of the highest levels
of the developed capitalist societies and the exploited
and humiliated masses of the world, particularly the
underdeveloped world, is an affront to the collective
conscience of mankind. To take account of these real
ities is an imperative need of our age because of what
this situation, which affects three quarters of the
human race, means in terms of human suffering and
waste of intelligence and human lives.

"In view of the economic crisis and of the just
demand of the peoples for a stable and lasting peace,
there must be serious efforts to establish and implement
a new system of international relations whose main
aspect would be the establishment of the new interna
tional economic order, a just and equitable order,
which would eliminate the abysmal differences between
rich and poor countries.

"The imperialist policy of aggression, expansionism,
exploitation and, of course, violation of the most fun
damental human rights has intensified in recent months.
Today the world is faced with the most ridiculous arms
race in the history of the human race. In its scope, in
its destructive power and in its level of technological
sophistication, it is the greatest danger that has ever
faced the human race and is clear proof of the madness
and squandering of resources that characterizes the
current international crisis. Against the backdrop of
the danger posed by the arms race, there emerges the
tragic situation of the genocide by omission committed
daily by imperialism in condemning millions of human
beings to death by the mere act of allocating vast
resources to the development of means of killing
human beings in another way.

"The sharpening of tension in the various centres
of conflict to a world level has been the central purpose
and direct result of the policy of force and reactionary
violence of the present Government of the United
States.

"Specific results of this imperialist plan are to be
seen in many parts of the world. The Arab people are
going through a critical period. Thanks to aid from the
United States, Israel has unleashed a bestial policy of
expansionism and domination against the Arab peoples
and of liquidation against the Palestinian people in
particular. Today there is an increase in the danger
involved in the efforts to solve the complex situation
in the Middle East, now that American troops have
taken an active part in the fighting taking place in
Lebanon, thus realizing the old dream of American
imperialists to penetrate and dominate the Middle East.

"Likewise, the situation in southern Africa is con
tinuing to deteriorate because of the activities of the
South African racist regime, which persists in its policy
of keeping the black people of South Africa under the
most brutal oppression, exploitation and racial dis
crimination ever seen in history. The Government of
Ronald Reagan has proclaimed the legitimacy of its
strategic alliance with the Pretoria racists, and this is
the underlying cause of the dangerous situation which
continues to prevail in the southern part of Africa. This

has been accompanied by delaying tactics and brutal
pressure to prevent a peaceful and negotiated settle
ment of the process of independence for the Namibian
people, in disregard of the resolutions adopted on this
subject by the United Nations.

"The region of Central America and the Caribbean
is another typical example of the application of the
ultra-reactionary ideology of American imperialism.
The continuing threats of aggression and armed inter
vention in that area became a tragic reality in the recent
military intervention against the people of Grenada.
That act established a precedent which means that we
must be on our guard against the imperialist threat,
in all its dimensions, against the revolutionary move
ment in Central America.

"The mere possibility of direct imperialist military
invasion has become an imminent reality. At the pres
ent time a virulent campaign of aggression has been
shamelessly launched against Nicaragua from bases in
Honduran territory; thousands of Somoza guards sup
plied, trained and assisted by the United States officials
are harassing and killing the civilian population in
Nicaragua. In El Salvador we find the very heart of
the regional conflict. The state of insurrection in El
Salvador has its roots in the age-long exploitation by
colonialism, neo-colonialism and imperialism.

"History teaches us that in the end force has never
been able to prevent the triumph of freedom, social
justice and the sovereignty of the peoples. Once again
we would express our conviction that the best way of
ensuring the full implementation of the Universal Dec
laration of Human Rights and the Charter of the
United Nations would be the abandonment by the
imperialists of this policy of threats and confrontation.
The aim of establishing the conditions of stability and
welfare necessary for peaceful and friendly relations
among States, based on respect for the principle of
equal rights and the self-determination of peoples was
complemented by the General Assembly's view that the
right to development is a human right and that hence
equal opportunities for development is the prerogative
both of nations and of the individuals that make up
those nations.

"The defence of human rights is a principle that
cannot be manipulated on the basis of given circum
stances, according to whether or not this suits imperi
alist policies. Respect for the human rights of the
individual and of nations, in the view of the Cuban
Government, is an absolute constant designed to elim
inate the exploitation of man by man and all its evil
consequences.

"The Cuban State is the guarantor and protector of
human rights at the legal level. It can do this because
the Cuban revolution abolished private ownership of
the basic means of production, the exploitation of man
by man, illiteracy, poverty and unemployment, so that
the rights and duties of Cuban citizens are now fully
guaranteed and protected, since the State not only
recognizes these rights formally but also creates the
material possibilIties needed for the enjoyment of those
rights.

"The Government of Cuba, always ready to preserve
the right to self-determination and the dignity of the
Cuban people, reaffirms its policy in support of peace
and in opposition to regimes which cause the evils
afflicting mankind, as the best contribution it can make
to the full implementation of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights."



1484 General Assembly-Thirty-eighth Session-Plenary Meetings

112. The message is signed by Jose R. Viera Linares,
acting Minister for Foreign Affairs.
113. Mr. GOLOB (Yugoslavia): We are gathered here
today on this soiemn occasion to celebrate the thirty-fifth
anniversary of the adoption by the General Assembly on
10 December 1948 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. We of Yugoslavia consider this an impor
tant occasion for all Members of the United Nations once
again to reaffirm the continued significance of this impor
tant instrument in the field of human rights.
114. Human Rights Day is going to be observed in
Yugoslavia by a number of ceremonies to be held at
various levels for the purpose of increasing the awareness
of younger generations, and to remind their elders, of
the important role the United Nations has played since
its very establishment in all spheres of international life,
including that related to the protection and promotion
of all human rights and fundamental freedoms.
115. Setting the standards in all areas of human inter
action is one of most fruitful and important aspects of
United Nations activities. The preparation and adoption
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights have been
followed by a number of instruments in this field: the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, the International Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the International
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the
Crime of Apartheid and the Convention on the Elimina
tion of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, to
name only some.
116. Current activities within the United Nations include
the preparation of the declaration on minorities, the dec
laration on the right to development as a human right,
the convention on human rights of migrant workers and
their families, and some other important ones. All these
will be important additions to existing instruments and
will set the standarJs for those significant and inseparable
aspects of human rights.
117. Important as standard-setting is, it represents only
a first step in the process of the universal protection and
promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms.
In order for those rights and freedoms to become a
reality, the widest possible ratification or accession to
these instruments and their strict and full implementation
by the States parties to them is indispensable.
118. On the question of the implementation of the
established principles and norms, the existing situation
does not give rise to feelings of satisfaction and accom
plishment. Much remains to be done by certain countries
and Governments to overcome their historically short
sighted, politically unjustifiable and morally and humanly
unacceptable policies. The product of such policies, the
crime of apartheid, an institutionalized form of racism,
defies the very first provision of article 1 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, which recognizes that "All
human beings are born free and equal in dignity and
rights. "
119. The displaced and deprived people of Palestine
has for decades now been denied one of the basic rights
recognized in the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, and that is the right to self
determination.
120. The establishment of the new international eco
nomic order is a precondition for the strengthening of
human rights. In the world of today millions of people
are starving, ill and illiterate, without a roof above their
head. In these conditions, economic and other, there can
hardly be any talk of the full enjoyment of human rights.

121. It is, therefore, the duty of the Organization, and
of each and every Member, to promote the goals set out
in the Charter of the United Nations an:! the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, as well as in other instru
ments adopted by the United Nations, to promote peace,
development and human rights for the benefit of the
peoples the world over.
122. In Yugoslavia, the period since the establishment
of the United Nations has been one of economic, social
and political transformation and progress and of strength
ening the socialist self-managing society, in which popular
participation in all spheres of life, including workers' par
ticipation in management and self-management, repre
sents the basis of our society. The principles set out in
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights are inter
twined with Yugoslav legislation and practice and the way
of life of our peoples and nationalities. In the recent
review conducted by the presidency of the Socialist Fed
eral Republic of Yugoslavia on the possible need for
adjustment of our legislation and practice in relation to
its international obligations concerning the protection of
human rights and freedoms, it was concluded that these
rights and freedoms in Yugoslavia go well beyond the
obligations laid down in international conventions. Of
special importance in thL; respect is the inalienable right
of all citizens of Yugoslavia to decide on all essential
aspects of life in the exi<;ting political system of socialism
and self-management.
123. We are determined to continue our activity within
the United Nations towards the promotion of full enjoy
ment of economic, political, civil, social and cultural
rights.
124. Mr. ALBORNOZ (Ecuador) (interpretationjrom
Spanish): It is right and proper that the United Nations
should be celebrating Human Rights Day, which marks
a milestone in the world's progress towards peaceful
coexistence, the dignity of the individual before the power
of the State, the exercise of fundamental freedoms and
the development of international law taking place in this
Organization, a development which draws its major
source of inspiration from human rights.
125. One would do well to remember that human rights
are a product of the civilized evolution of the peoples,
and that they took shape after a very difficult period.
Today, in the age of the United Nations, they are reflected
in the provisions of the Charter which reaffirm faith in
the fundamental rights of man and in the dignity and
worth of the human being, as well as in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, adopted in 194~ without
a single vote in opposition, which circumscribes the scope
of the Charter and which led to the covenants to which
we are signatories. Mankind should feel proud of the
steps that have been taken to promote human rights and
should prevent this noble instrument being used by certain
parties to launch attacks on the United Nations to conceal
other, narrow interests that would tend to subordinate
the universal principles to the opportunism of a certain
movement or national group or to exploit the subject of
human rights in order to seem what they are not, at an
attempt at a political deal by precisely those who should
be punished for not applying human rights.
126. That is why Ecuador has proposed in the United
Nations that, because of their importance and the respect
that they deserve, human rights should be made as uni
versal as possible, to avoid the present selective method
of criticizing countries from one region in a world where
the greatest violators of human rights are well-known,
both for their abuses and their smug impunity. This
applies to those who keep occupation forces in countries
which are not theirs and to which they were not invited
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by the inhabitants, who were unable to state their vie.ws
in free elections. This applies to many governments whIch
carry out ten of thousands of executions of political pris
oners, the macabre lists of which meet indifference and
silence from precisely those who draw attention to viola
tions only in the countries of one region of the world.
This applies to those with a single political party in power,
where there is no choice, no pluralism, no elections, no
freedom to enter and leave the territory, no elected par
liament to make political plans, no free press to criticize
abuses by Governments which are ever more powerful
before the weakness of the individual.
127. That is why Ecuador has proposed that each year
the United Nations should present a report on respect for
and implementation of human rights in each of the Mem
ber States. At the same time, we believe that every country
that is diligent in its crith.:ism of other countries in the
matter of human rights should simultaneously present the
international community with detailed information on the
degree of observation of human rights in its own territory,
the frequency of popular elections, guarantees for oppo
sition political parties, the degree of freedom of the press
and the freedom of journalists to carry on their profession
and other aspects of human rights set out in the Universal
Declaration and the respectivesovenants.
128. These rights are fully respected in Ecuador, where
we have an alternative and pluralist Government directly
chosen by the people in elections that are absolutely guar
anteed in which the full range of our political parties take
part. For example, there are today nine candidates and
groups for the presidency and vice-presidency of the
Republic, posts to which the incumbents cannot be re
elected as well as for members of parliament, mayors,
councii men, prefects and provincial counsellors, cam
paigning in elections to be held on 29 January 19~4: It
should be added that in Ecuador there are no polItIcal
prisoners, no curfe\y, no stage of sie~e, no pres~ ce~sor

ship and no restnctiOns on Ecuadonan or foreIgn JOur
nalists, who can enter and leave the country freely.
129. Ecuador has a noble tradition of respect for human
rights consistent with the State structure. Over a hundred
years ago the 1878 Constitution stated that the Ecu~

dorian nation recognizes the rights of man as the baSIS
and purpose of tne national institutions.
130. The Political Constitution, in its article 19, guaran
tees the rights of individuals, such as the inviolability of
life, personal integrity and the right to full material and
moral development. It prohibits torture and all inhuman
or degrading treatment, prohibits all discrimination and
guarantees equality before the law.
131. In article 44 of the Constitution, the Ecuadorian
State "guarantees to all persons, man and woman, that
may be subject to its jurisdiction, the free and effec
tive exercise and enjoyment of civil, political, economic,
social and cultural rights stated in the declarations, cove
nants conventions and other international instruments
in for~e". Therefore the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and its respective covenants have the status of law
in our country.
132. Moreover, in the 1980 Riobamba Charter of Con
duct, Ecuador, inspired by the ideals of. Bolivar, and
together with the Governments of <;olo~bIa,Ve!lezuela,
Peru Costa Rica, Panama and SpaIn, reIterated In a very
impdrtant step in the evolution of human rights, the
pledge that' 'respect for human, political, e~onomic and
social rights constitutes a basic rule of the Internal con
duct of the States of the Andean Group, that their defence
is an international obligation for States and that, conse
quently joint action taken to protect those rights does
not vioiate the principle of non-intervention".2

133. In keeping with this traditional approach, Ecuador
is a party to the international instruments on the pre
vention and punishment of the crime of genocide, on the
elimination of all forms of racial discrimination, on the
suppression and punishment of the crime of apartheid
and on the elimination of all forms of discrimination
against women. We are also party to the 1969 American
Convention on Human Rights and the 1948 American
Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man.
134. The President of Ecuador, Osvaldo Hurtado,
promised the National Parliament two years ago the most
scrupulous respect for human rights and civil liberties,
and he has kept his promise.
135. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, with
its 30 articles, was the proclamation in one concrete
edition of all that has been done in human history in
o,"fence of individuals through the enunciations of the
great monotheistic religions, the Magna Carta of the
English, the Laws of Castille of Spain, the Declaration
of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen of the French
Revolution and the Constitution of the United States. The
covenants were stages on the way towards the universal
observance and effectiveness of human rights in the form
of treaties in the civil, political, economic, social and
cultural fields. Increasing significance was gained, above
all through the action of the new world democracies,
including the Latin American countries, for collective
rights, the right to work, equal pay for equal work by
women, social security and trade union rights. The vig
orous support of the United Nations has been such that,
incorporated into national legislation, it is a commitment
which today informs the international community.
136. That is why, here at the United Nations, in which
the peol)les of the world place their hop~s, we are cel:
brating the anniversary of the proclamatiOn of the Um
versal Declaration of Human Rights, just as it is being
commemoraled in the capitals and villages of all coun
tries, in events promoted by Governments and in~titu

tions. In Ecuador, 10 December has been proclaImed
Human Rights Day. Statements are made by hig~ State
officials, special parliamentary meetings and meetIngs of
organizations and private bodies are held, programmes
of instruction are developed and the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights is published in the national lan
guages of our indigenous minorities.
137. At its third session, the General Assembly, when
it adopted the Universal Declaration, recommended that
Member Governments, in accordance with Article 56 of
the Charter, use all means at their disposal to publish
solemly the text of the Declaration and to distribute,
explain, read and elaborate upon it in schools and other
institutions of learning. In that way world public opinion,
which is the true strength of the United Nations, will con
tinue to support this peace organization and to enhance
respect for human rights, in conformity with the objective
enshrined in Article 1, paragraph 3 of the Charter of
achieving international co-operation "in promoting and
encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamen
tal freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex,
language, or religion".

The meeting rose at 1.40 p.m.
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