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to the Secretary-General in response to resolution 35/124
and any further comments and suggestions from Member
States, organs and organizations of the United Nations and
specialized agencies, as well as the views expressed during
the debate on this item at the thirty-sixth session of the
General Assembly and also the study to be submitted to the
Commission on Human Rights at its thirty-eighth session
by the special rapporteur, pursuant to its resolution 29
(XXXVII) of 11 March 1981,2 and furthermore the delib-
erations on this study by the Commission;

8. Calls upon Member States that have not yet sub-
mitted to the Secretary-General their comments and sug-
gestions on this item to do so as soon as possible:

9. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a further
compilation of the replies received in accordance with para-
graph 8 above and to provide the Group of Governmental
Experts with all necessary assistance and facilities for the
completion of its task;

10. Calls upon the Group of Governmental Experts to
submit a report to the Secretary-General in time for delib-
eration by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh
session;

11. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
thirty-seventh session the item entitled *“International co-
operation to avert new flows of refugees’”.

100th plenary meeting
16 December 1981

36/149. Questions relating to information

A

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 34/181 and 34/182 of 18 De-
cember 1979 and 35/201 of 16 December 1980,

Recalling the relevant provisions of the Final Declaration
of the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or Government
of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Havana from 3 to 9
September 1979,2¢ of the Declaration of the Conference of
Ministers for Foreign Affairs of Non-Aligned Countries,
held at New Delhi from 9 to 13 February 1981,27 and of
the Fifth Meeting of the Intergovernmental Council of Min-
isters of Information of Non-Aligned Countries, held at
Georgetown in May 1981,

Recalling the relevant resolutions adopted by the Assem-
bly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization
of African Unity at its eighteenth ordinary session, held at
Nairobi from 24 to 27 June 1981.%

Recalling the relevant provisions of the Final Act of the

Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe, signed
at Helsinki on | August 1975,

Recalling the relevant provisions of the Declaration on
the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace,”

Recalling the Intergovernmental Conferences on Com-
munication Policies, held respectively at San José in July
1976, Kuala Lumpur in February 1979 and Yaoundé€ in July
1980, the preparatory meeting of experts for the inter-
governmental planning conference to develop institutional
arrangements and systematic collaborative consultation on
communication development activities, needs and plans,
held at Washington in November 1979, and the Intergov-

25 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1981, Supple
ment No. 5 (E/1981/25 and Corr. 1), chap. XXVIIL, sect. A.

26 See A/34/542, annex, sect. I, paras. 280-299.

27 See A/36/116 and Corr. 1. annex

2 See A/36/534, annex Il

2% Resolution 33/73.

ernmental Conference for Co-operation on Activities, Needs
and Programmes for Communications Development, held
in Paris from 14 to 21 April 1980, as well as the international
seminars on the development of communication held under
the auspices of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, such as that which took place
at Tashkent in September 1979,

Recalling resolution 4/21 adopted by the General Con-
ference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization at its twenty-first session, in which
it resolved to establish, within the framework of the organ-
ization, the International Programme for the Development
of Communication and to elect the Intergovernmental Coun-
cil of the Programme,*®

Recalling also that the implementation of the objectives
of the International Programme for the Development of
Communication requires the co-operation of all those in-
terested and concerned,

Considering that communication plays a fundamental role
as a vehicle of information and an instrument for acquiring
knowledge and know-how and, consequently, represents an
important dimension in the life of societies,

Conscious of the important contribution which the mass
information and communication media and the free circu
lation and wider and better balanced dissemination of in-
formation can make to co-operation between all countries.
the strengthening of international peace and security, the
promotion of human rights. international understanding,
progress of education and science, the preservation of their
cultural identities and the promotion of their socio-cultural
values,

Recognizing the central role of the United Nations Edu-
cational. Scientific and Cultural Organization in the field
of communications and information, within its mandate, as
well as the progress accomplished by the organization in
that field,

|. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the
Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization on the implementation of
the International Programme for the Development of
Communication;*!

2. Considers that resolution No. 1 adopted by the Inter-
governmental Council of the International Programme for
the Development of Communication of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Culturat Organization at its first
session, held in Paris from 15 to 22 June 1981.% constitutes
an important step in the implementation of the Programme:

3. Expresses its appreciation to all Member States that
announced their contributions to the Programme, in the form
of financial means, manpower, materials, technology and
training for the development of communication, especially
taking note of the contributions in this regard from devel-
oping countries;

4. Calls upon Member States—developed and devel-
oping alike—and organizations and bodies of the United
Nations system, as well as other intergovernmental organ-
izations and concerned public and private enterprises, 10
lend their support to the expansion of the Programme’s
resources;

5. Invites Member States to take the necessary steps,
within the organizations and bodies of the United Nations
system and other organizations of which they are members,
to secure satisfactory implementation of the Programme
through the allocation of additional resources:

W A/35/362/Add. 1, annex [
YA/36/530, annex.
2 Ibid.. appendix [
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6. Endorses the appeal of the Director-General of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organ-
ization addressed to Member States, international organ-
izations and bodies of the United Nations system, as well
as other intergovernmental and non-governmental organi-
zations, professional groups or other available sources, to
make contributions to the Programme as soon as possible;

7. Invites the Director-General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization to submit
to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh session a prog-
ress report on the implementation of the Programme as well
as on the efforts of that organization for the establishment
of a new world information and communication order.

100th plenary meeting
16 December 1981

B

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3535 (XXX) of 17 December
1975, 31/139 of 16 December 1976, 33/115 A to C of 18
December 1978, 34/181 and 34/182 of 18 December 1979
and 35/201 of 16 December 1980 on questions relating to
information,

Recalling article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights,3 which provides that everyone has the right
to freedom of opinion and expression and that this right
includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and
to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through
any media and regardless of frontiers, and article 29, which
stipulates that these rights and freedoms may in no case be
exercised contrary to the purposes and principles of the
United Nations,

Recalling also articles 19 and 20 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,**

Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of
1 May 1974, containing the Declaration and the Programme
of Action on the Establishment of a New International Eco-
nomic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, con-
taining the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States,
and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on development
and international economic co-operation,

Recalling the Final Declaration of the Sixth Conference
of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries,
held at Havana from 3 to 9 September 1979,%¢ which stressed
that co-operation in the field of information is an integral
part of the struggle for the creation of new international
relations in general and of a new world information order
in particular, and also recalling the Declaration of the Con-
ference of Ministers for Foreign Affairs of Non-Aligned
Countries, held at New Delhi from 9 to 13 February 1981,
which re-emphasized the importance of the interrelationship
between information and communication systems and the
developmental processes in the developing countries,

Recalling the Declaration on Fundamental Principles con-
cerning the Contribution of the Mass Media to Strengthening
Peace and International Understanding, to the Promotion
of Human Rights and to Countering Racialism, Apartheid
and Incitement to War,* adopted on 28 November 1978 by
the General Conference of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, as well as the relevant
resolutions on information and mass communications adopted
by the General Conference at its nineteenth, twentieth and
twenty-first sessions,

33 Resolution 217 A (1.

34 Resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

35 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
Records of the General Conference, Twentieth Session. vol. 1. Resolutions.
pp. 100-104.

Recalling the Final Act of the Conference on Security
and Co-operation in Europe. signed at Helsinki on I August
1975,

Recalling also the Declaration on the Preparation of So-
cieties for Life in Peace.”

Conscious of the need for all to collaborate in the estab-
lishment of a new world information and communication
order based, inter alia, on the free circulation and wider
and better balanced dissemination of information, guaran-
teeing the diversity of the sources of information and free
access to information, and, in particular, the urgent need
to change the dependent status of the developing countries
in the field of information and communications, and
intended also to strengthen peace and international
understanding,

Reaffirming the primary role which the General Assembly
is to play in elaborating, co-ordinating and harmonizing
United Nations policies and activities in the field of infor-
mation and recognizing the central and important role of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organ-
ization in the field of information and communications,

Reaffirming that the establishment of a new world infor-
mation and communication order is linked to the new in-
ternational economic order and is an integral part of the
international development process.

Emphasizing the complementarity of the activities in the
field of information and communication and the need to
strengthen co-operation and co-ordination between the or-
gans, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system
that deal with different aspects of information and
communication,

Emphasizing that the establishment of the International
Programme for the Development of Communications within
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization constitutes an important step in the develop-
ment of the infrastructures of communications in the de-
veloping countries.

Expressing its satisfaction with the work of the Com-
mittee on Information as reflected in its report to the General
Assembly at its thirty-sixth session.*

Expressing its appreciation to the Joint United Nations
Information Committee for its efforts towards improving
co-ordination of the public information activities of the vari-
ous organizations of the United Nations system,

Taking note with satisfaction of the report of the
Secretary-General on questions relating to information,*’

Also taking note with satisfaction of the report of the
Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization,*!

1. Approves the report of the Committee on Information
and its recommendations;

2. Reaffirms the mandate given to the Committee on
Information by the General Assembly in its resolution
34/182, namely:

(a) To continue to examine United Nations public in-
formation policies and activities, in the light of the evolution
of international relations, particularly during the past two
decades. and of the imperatives of the establishment of the
new international economic order and of a new world in-
formation and communication order;

(b) To evaluate and follow up the efforts made and the
progress achieved by the United Nations system in the field
of information and communications:

 Official Records of the General Assembly. Thirtv-sixth Session, Sup-
plement No. 21 (A/36/21)
Y A/36/504.



94 General Assembly—Thirty-sixth Session

(¢) To promote the establishment of a new, more just
and more effective world information and communication
order, intended to strengthen peace and international un-
derstanding and based on the free circulation and wider and
better balanced dissemination of information, and to make
recommendations thereon to the General Assembly;

3. Requests the Committee on Information, keeping in
mind its mandate, the essential tasks of which are to continue
to examine the policies and activities of the Department of
Public Information of the Secretariat and to promote the
establishment of a new, more just and more effective world
information and communication order, to avoid any over-
lapping of its activities on this subject with those of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organ-
ization, while stressing at the same time the ever-growing
significance of the close working co-operation between
that organization and the United Nations;

4. Requests the Committee on Information to seek the
co-operation and active participation of all organizations of
the United Nations system, particularly the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, in the
fulfilment of its mandate;

5. Affirms its strong support for the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and for
its efforts to promote the establishment of a new world
information and communication order;

6. Reiterates its appeal to Member States, to the infor-
mation and communication media, both public and private,
as well as to non-governmental organizations, to dissemi-
nate more widely information about the activities of the
United Nations and, inter alia, about the efforts of the
developing countries towards their economic, social and
cultural progress and about the efforts of the international
community to achieve international social justice and eco-
nomic development, international peace and security and
the progressive elimination of international inequities and
tensions;

7. Requests that the Joint United Nations Information
Committee, as the essential instrument for interagency co-
ordination and co-operation in the field of public information
and for the development of a common public information
approach covering all aspects of the activities of the organ-
izations within the United Nations system, should continue
with its task and that it should be strengthened and made
more effective;

8. Reaffirms the importance of the rapidly increasing
role of United Nations public information programmes in
fostering public understanding and support of United
Nations activities and requests the Secretary-General to
continue to review the current activities of the Department
of Public Information with a view to ensuring a better
and more efficient use of its available resources;

9. Reiterates the recommendation contained in its res-
olution 35/201 that additional resources for the Department
of Public Information should be commensurate with the
increase in the activities of the United Nations which the
Department is called upon to cover for the purpose of public
information, and that the Secretary-General should provide
such resources to the Department to this end where needed;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the
activities of the Department of Public Information, as the
focal point for the co-ordination and implementation of the
public information tasks of the United Nations, should be
strengthened along the lines established in the pertinent res-
olutions of the General Assembly and recommendations of
the Committee on Information, to ensure a more coherent
coverage of, and a better knowledge about, the United
Nations and its work, especially in its priority areas, such
as international peace and security, disarmament, peace-

keeping and peacemaking operations, decolonization, the
promotion of human rights, the struggle against racial dis-
crimination, the integration of women in the struggle for
peace and development, the establishment of the new in-
ternational economic order and the establishment of a new
world information and communication order, activities
against apartheid, the work of the United Nations Council
for Namibia and the continuation of broadcast media pro-
grammes on women, due regard being given at the same
time to economic and social issues;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to take measures to
ensure that the existing imbalance in the staff of the De-
partment of Public Information should be rectified and, until
equitable geographical distribution is achieved, to take ur-
gent steps to increase the representation of the group of
developing countries, particularly at senior and policy-mak-
ing levels, by a policy of recruiting among their nationals,
taking into account also the interests of other under-repre-
sented groups of countries, in accordance with Article 101,
paragraph 3, of the Charter of the United Nations and Gen-
eral Assembly resolutions 33/143 of 20 December 1978 and
35/210 of 17 December 1980, and to submit a progress
report to the Committee on Information at its next session;

12.  Requests the Secretary-General:

(a) To ensure that the Department of Public Information
makes a more strenuous effort to ensure balance in the use
of official languages in the publications and programmes
of the Department;

(b) To strengthen the competent unit in the Department
of Public Information for the production of United Nations
information material in Spanish with a view to dissemination
through United Nations information centres and United
Nations Development Programme offices located in Span-
ish-speaking countries;

(c) To report on the above to the Committee on Infor-
mation at its next session;

13.  Requests the Secretary-General:

(a) To submit to the Committee on Information for de-
cision at its next substantive session a plan for the region-
alization of the Radio and Visual Services Division of the
Department of Public Information, keeping in mind General
Assembly resolution 35/201 and following the views ex-
pressed and suggestions made in the course of the debate
on this subject;

(b) Without prejudice to the above plan for regionali-
zation of the Radio and Visual Services Division, to take
necessary action for the establishment of a separate Carib-
bean Unit in the Radio Service and the expansion of its
African Unit, to consider the enlargement of the Arabic Unit
in the Radio Service as far as possible through redeployment
of existing resources and to maintain and enhance its func-
tions as the producer of radio and television programmes
to the Arabic-speaking countries;

(¢) To make specific proposals to the Committee on
Information at its next session for the purpose of enabling
the Asian Unit to undertake programming at a meaningful
level in other major languages of the region;

(d) To submit to the Committee on Information at its
next substantive session a comprehensive report on the im-
plementation of subparagraphs (b) and (¢) above:

14.  Further requests the Secretary-General to imple-
ment fully his proposals, presented to and endorsed by the
Committee on Information, for the expansion of United
Nations short-wave broadcasts;*®

* A/AC.198/36.
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15. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the
Department of Public Information continues to develop ac-
tive links with a broad spectrum of international and regional
news organizations to encourage more media coverage of
United Nations activities;

16. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the
Department of Public Information continues and further
strengthens its co-operation with the non-aligned countries
in the field of information, particularly with the Pool of
Mon-Aligned News Agencies as well as with the regional
aews agencies of developing countries, and in this regard
requests that the Department should be adequately equipped
to supply the Pool of Non-Aligned News Agencies, as well
as the regional news agencies of the developing countries,
with information on the activities of the United Nations
system which they are redisseminating;

17.  Requests the Secretary-General to consider the pos-
sibility that the Department of Public Information should
receive the daily dispatches of the Pool of Non-Aligned
News Agencies and the regional news agencies of devel-
oping countries in the interest of more balance in the sources
of information used by the Department;

18. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the
Department of Public Information extends and strengthens
its co-operation with the national news agencies of devel-
oping countries;

19. Notes the important role of the United Nations in-
formation centres and their unique position to co-operate
directly with national media and disseminators of infor-
mation in their areas;

20. Regquests the Secretary-General:

(@) To take appropriate steps to strengthen the capacity
of the information centres where needed,

(b) To present, on the basis of consultations between
the Department of Public Information and other United
Nations bodies concerned, drawing on the findings of the
Joint Inspection Unit in its report,™ the Secretary-General's
comments thereon® and the report of the Joint Inspection
Unit on co-ordination in the field of public information
activities,*! a study on ways and means to enhance the role
of the information centres, along policy guidelines set by
the General Assembly, focusing on measures to increase
the functional flexibility of the centres, enable them to adjust
their work to the needs and wishes of the countries con-
cerned, enhance the effectiveness of their work and improve
the co-ordination of their activities as the decentralized part
of the structure of the Department of Public Information;

21. Reaffirms the importance of the role played by De-
velopment Forum and its decision that the continued pub-
lication of that periodical as an interagency project is
essential and requests the Secretary-General to conclude his
review of its financial status, to continue to seek to ensure
long-term financial support for that publication from the
organizations of the United Nations system and to report
on this subject to the Committee on Information at its next
session;

22. Stresses the importance of the presentation in
United Nations publications of various points of view and
experiences, in particular information about the efforts of
the developing countries towards their economic, social and
cultural progress;

23. Requests the Secretary-General as far as possible
within existing resources to implement fully the recom-
mendations of the Committee on Information as well as to

39 A/34/379.
40 A/34/379/Add. 1.
41 A/36/218.

continue implementation of the recommendations set out in
section [N of General Assembly resolution 35/201 and of
the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Working Group of the
Committee on Information®? as approved by the Assembly
in its resolution 35/201;

24. Requests the Secretary-General to report on the
progress made in implementing the recommendations men-
tioned in paragraph 23 above to the Committee on Infor-
mation at its next substantive session,

25. Requests the Committee on Information to report
to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh session;

26. Requests the Secretary-General to report on the im-
plementation of the present resolution to the General As-
sembly at its thirty-seventh session;

27. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of the
thirty-seventh session the item entitled *‘Questions relating
to information”’.

100th plenary meeting
16 December 1981

36/150. Israel’s decision to build a canal linking the

Mediterranean Sea to the Dead Sea

The General Assembly,

Recalling the Geneva Convention relative to the Protec-
tion of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August
1949 43

Reaffirming the applicability of the Geneva Convention
to all Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967, in-
cluding Jerusalem,

Taking into account that the Israeli project to build a canal
linking the Mediterranean Sea and the Dead Sea is in vio-
lation of the rules of international law, in particular those
relating to the fundamental rights and duties of States,

Also taking into account that this project, if completed,
will cause direct and irreparable damage to the rights and
the legitimate vital interests of Jordan and of the Palestinian
people,

Expressing concern that the proposed canal, to be con-
structed partly through the Palestinian territories occupied
since 1967, will violate the principles of international law,

1. Demands that Israel cease forthwith the implemen-
tation of its project of a canal linking the Mediterranean Sea
and the Dead Sea;

2. Reguests the Security Council to consider initiating
measures to halt the execution of this project;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare and submit
to the General Assembly and the Security Council, by 30
June 1982, a study on the Israeli canal and its effects on
Jordan and the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967:

4. Calls upon all States not to assist, either directly or
indirectly, in the preparation for and the execution of this
project and to urge the compliance of national and inter-
national corporations to this effect;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
thirty-seventh session the item entitled “‘Israel’s decision
to build a canal linking the Mediterranean Sea to the Dead
Sea’".

100th plenary meeting
16 December 1981
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