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Foreword

combine food safety standards with environmental health, and workers’ health and safety requirements, 

The rapid development of private food safety and quality standards as a major determinant of access 
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This manuscript analyses these questions and other relevant issues based on case studies of national 
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I. INTRODUCTION

Several studies also point to the need to address some inherent risks of increased horticultural exports, 
use of pesticides 

in multiple food safety, occupational health and safety, environmental and, sometimes, social 

, either explicitly or implicitly, toeither explicitly or implicitly, to 

The Food 
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2 the authors of this 

all

3

2
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Costa Rica

At the tenth session of the UNCTAD Commission on Trade in Goods and Services, and Commodities 

Report of the Commission on Trade in Goods

and Services, and Commodities, on its Tenth Session
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 These 
indicative product crop list annexed to the 

7 The statistics are based on the most recent information 

Latin American FFV production and exports

7
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EU-15

States

Total EU-15

States

  Chile

a

  Costa Rica

b

  a

  b

Exports of Argentina, Brazil and Costa Rica
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Costa

Rica

All

Share in production of all
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EU-15 imports 

1998 1999

exports

total fruit exports

total exports to that market
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1998 1999

Total 30 202

EU-15

732 780

Costa Rica 700

Total 

Costa Rica

Total

Fruit and nuts

Total

Fruit and nuts

Costa Rica Total 

Fruit and nuts
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II. SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Trade and development implications 

Developmental issues

Therefore a key concern is how to 
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8

smallholders will be 

Trade implications

8
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studies presented in this manuscript as well as in case studies done for other institutions, such as the 
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Importance of FFV exports and the EU market

for all three countries: 

A major constraint mentioned in all three case studies is uncertainty about the extent to which retailers 
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Experiences with GAP implementation at the national level

conclusions:

so for wholesaler, smaller supermarkets, street markets and ethnic/specialty outlets, 
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Obstacles to GAP implementation

Factors to be considered in the development and implementation of national GAP schemes
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Developing and implementing national GAP protocols

local

However, the current 

 the 
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 The study on Costa Rica points out that any national 

Role of governments in national GAP development and implementation

by:
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Standard-setting processes, with special reference to EurepGAP
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on the 

Governments should create the necessary conditions to enable producers and exporters 
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could support the active participation of producers and exporters in the further development 



 III. NATIONAL EXPERIENCES

ARGENTINA

Culture, Informe Comercial por Posición Arancelaria

Culture, which allows users to view and download summary information on international markets for any 
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2003

Value Share in 
exports to 
the world 

the world to the 

08

080820

Peaches

07

070320

Pears and apples

20 They face 

20
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Citrus fruit

Xantomonas campestris

Garlic

22

22



Importance of the EurepGAP standard in the main export markets

23

23
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application of crop protection products, use of quality seeds free from harmful pests and 

However, they only provide recommendations for voluntary measures, and have not yet been widely 
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EurepGAP National Technical Working Group 

 there is 



mainly by small producers who are linked with an export company that supports its suppliers in 

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Products Control System (SICOFHOR)

Federal Control System of Agrochemical and Biological Products (SIFFAB)

are to ensure traceability, promote the correct operation of the equipment used in the application of 

Argentine National System of Surveillance and Monitoring of Agricultural Plagues (SINAVIMO): This 



30 Codes for good agricultural practices in Latin America

main actions could include:



BRAZIL

 Moreover, the FFV sector helps to retain workers in 
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and Food Supply, 



2003

Value Share
in FFV 

exports to 
the world 

to the 
world

080300

080720

07

The common requirements concern: 

The main differences are:
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27

27



environmental issues,28

28

a

a
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of

30

30



Pão de Açucar, have developed their own quality assurance protocols and 

 of 

 Many producers are more interested 

and their implementation: 

toxic residues and contributes to the conservation of natural areas and the improvement of 

Instrução Normativa

Câmara Setorial da Fruticultura
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Peach

the low levels of education of most producers, the technical requirements may be too detailed and 



peach, passion fruit and açaí

Portaría

A key question for small producers is whether they could join forces to push for international 

producers with an export interest were to join forces, they would probably still not be able to obtain 
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Training

International recognition

National recognition

Promoting the PIF programme

Small producers

Information tools



National Technical Working Group for Fruit and Vegetables

32

32 l
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33

Forward proposals for updates and new protocols to the Technical Standards Committee 

Benchmarking

33 O Povo



a quality 
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Bônus



COSTA RICA

Table 9. 

2003

Value Share in   
exports to 
the world 

to the 
world

to the 

08

0803

07
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Bananas

Pineapples

Melons

Cassava and tubers

Bananas

Pineapples

Melons

Cassava and tubers
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IV. EUREPGAP BENCHMARKING

A national standard can also provide the opportunity 

by the 

describes some alternative 

standard is unlikely to achieve a viable critical mass of producer member support, producers have 
The chapter also 
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37

Annual external inspection -

-

Annual external inspection

Normative documents
accreditation option (formerly called own accreditation

Compliance Criteria 

Applicant scheme’s GR 

37



38 or a member 

protection, occupational health, safety and welfare, and animal welfare requirements (where 

The standard should not allow products that are not produced under it to be labelled or described 

Stakeholder involvement

accreditation and immediate market acceptance by all the stakeholders, once it has been fully approved 

Technical competence

38
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Understanding of EurepGAP

processes to ensure that only those products that reach a certain level of compliance with established 

Transparency and impartiality



Consultation and the standard-setting process

The benchmarking process

-

-

-

-

-

Application
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Technical review process

Preliminary technical review:

is returned for amendment by the standard’s owner and a new application needs to be submitted. A 

Peer review

Independent technical review: An independent, impartial and technically competent person or 

Independent witness assessment 

The objective of this independent witness assessment is to ensure that the standard is, in practice, 



This report is returned to the applicant, who has one month to propose amendments to the witness 

Technical and Standards Committee Review

Formal recognition of applicant’s standard

requires that the owner of the approved standard only make claims with respect to the standard accepted 

Theoretically, the shortest time period to complete this process, from the time of application to full, 

the use of just one standard that considers the main requirements of the markets and by 
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Unlike some of the other benchmarked standards that cover only the production of certain crops such 

General organization of ChileGAP

The technical committee comprises nine members: four each from the export sector and the production 

Benchmarking stages

The applicant’s standard is carefully evaluated and reviewed by a team of experts, which is 

Impact of benchmarking for Chilean FFV exports



achieve this, two successive initial versions of the standard were developed and applied on farms for 
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small farmers in export markets needs to be coordinated and discussed with the commercial supply 
chain partners to ensure a planned and orderly entrance and prevent oversupply or attempts to sell 



Benchmarking

critical mass of interested producers is necessary to effectively support the costs of development and 
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Statistical Annex

1981

1989-

1991

1999-

1981

1989-

1991

1999-

EU-15

US

Costa Rica

a

a

Chile

Mexico

Turkey

Chile South Africa

Costa Rica

China

Colombia

Costa Rica

Morocco

Guatemala

Thailand

Honduras



Costa Rica

Chile




