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“The policy of the People’s Republic of Angola is a 
clear and consistent policy based on principles. Thoae 
principles are enshrined in our Constitution and in the 
basic documents of the MPLA-Workers’ Party, and 
since the birth of our State they have been put into 
practice in a constant and coherent way. They are the 
universal principles of peaceful coextstence, respect 
for sovereignty and terrltorlal integrity and non- 
Interference in the internal affairs of States, and the 
peaceful solution of international differences. They 
are aiso the principles of non-alignment and solldartty 
with all the oppressed peoples tlghting for their 
national liberation. 

We are apeacefnlpeople who have never attacked, nor 
wish to attack, anyone. All we want is to live In peace, 
working to build a future of well-being, progress and 
happiness in the just society we have freely chosen. 



The defence of peace and of love and fraternity among 
men, without barriers of any kind, together with the 
advocacy of unshakeable solidarity with other 
peoples, is one of the finest teachings bequeathed to us 
by our Immortal Guide, Comrade President 
Agostinbo Neto, who, before being an eminent 
statesman, was a trw poet and humanist whose 
stature was bound to be projected on the scale of 
mankind.” 

(In Documents of the 2nd Session of the 
International Commission of Inquiry, 
Luanda, 30 January-4 February 1981.) 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1. The hostility of the Repubiic of South Africa towards the 
People’s Republic of ‘Angola, taking the form of acts of armed 
aggression, is the continuation of a policy which dates back to the 
last decade of Portuguese colonial domination in Africa. In&cd, 
from the mid-sixties until the fall of fascism in Portugal, the racist 
South African regime maintained close relations with the regime of 
Salaxar and Caetano, in a vain attempt to halt the advance of the 
national liberation struggle of the peoples of. Angola and 
Mozambique and perpetuate colonial and imperialist exploitation 
in Southern Africa; 

2. After 25 April 1974. in the’ period of trausition to 
independence started with the signing of the Alvor Agreements, in 
March 1975 the combined forces of Zaire and the FLNA, supported 
by the United States of America, launched a military offensive to 
drive the MPLA out of,northwest Angola. The conflict soon spread 
to all our national territory. In response-to this aggression, on 26 
July the Political Bureau of the People’s Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola proclaimed General Popular Resistance. 
After the first few months of the war-which will go down in history 
as the Second War of National Liberation-the MPLA, with the 
massive support of the people, had already liberated 12 of the 
country’s 16 provinces. By August, the puppet forces had been 
definitively driven out of Luanda. Imperialism and international 
reaction’s response to these victories -was increased Zairean and 
mercenary infiltration and, in October, the South African invasion. 

3. The victory of FRELIMO. in Mozambique and the 
prospect of a revolutionary State in Angola, led by the MPLA, had 
put in question the neocolonial strategy of imperialism in the 
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southern part of Africa and represented a threat to the security of 
the racist South African regime and to its colonial domination in 
Namibia. For the apartheid regime and imperialism it was therefore. 
necessary to prevent the MPLA from governing Angola; and to this 
end they had to give all possible support to the FNLA and UNITA, 
movements which had already demonstrated their submissiveness 
to the interests of imperialism and, in the case of UNITA, even to 
those of Portuguese colonialism. Seeing the MPLA’s total control 
of the country and the political and military elimination of the ‘, 
puppet movements (the FNLA in the north and UNITA in the 
centre), the South African Defence Force (SADF) took the first big 
initiative in August 1975 by occupying the hydroelectric dams on 
the Cunene River at Ruacanh and Calueque, on the Namibian 
border. 

4. On 22 August 1975, a South African force of battalion 
strength, supported by Panhard armoured cars and helicopters, 
attacked and destroyed the town of Ngiva (formerly Pereira de E9a), 
capital of Cunene Province. Operations by South African forces in 
August enabled UNITA to take the border areas while the racist 
army withdrew to positions on the Namibian border. 

5. In September, an SADF officer, accompanied by a group 
of 18 instructors equipped with anti-tank weapons and machine 
guns, was sent to Kuito (formerly Silva Porto), capital of Bit 
Province. According to the South Africans, this force, with 
powerful reinforcements, had the responsibility of preventing, 
FAPLA from holding Huambo (formerly Nova Lisboa), capital of 
Huambo Province. In mid-October. the small South African group 
was reinforced with troops and a squadron of Panhard armoured 
cars, becoming known as the “Foxbat” combat group. 

6. On 16 October 1975, the large-scale South African 
invasion started when a combined SADF/UNITA column crossed 
the border at Oshikango (formerly Santa Clara). ,Ngiva was 
reoccupied on 19 October and Xangongo (formerly Forte Rocadas) 
on 20 October. There the column was reinforced by four Panhard 
companies, a platoon of 81mm mortars and a contingent of,,, 
mercenaries from the notorious Portuguese Liberation Army 
(ELP). According to John Stockwell, the ex-CIA official in charge 
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of the American programme in Angola, the South African force 
consisted of 50 armoured cars, with 250 men, supported by 750 
commandos, artillery batteries and logistics. Before entering 
Angola these troops were completely re-equipped at Grootfontein, 
where their khaki South African uniforms were replaced by green 
Portuguese ones and the soldiers were given instructions to say they 
were mercenaries, in an attempt to conceal their identity. Known as 
“Zulu” combat group, this column, which also contained 500 to 
1,000 UNITA soldiers, advanced rapidly towards the Angolan coast 
with instructions to take as many towns as possible before reaching 
Luanda. 

7. Chibia (formerly Jogo de Almeida) was occupied on 23 
October, Lubango (formerly Sb da Bandeira), capital of Huila 
Province, the following day, 24 October, and Namibe (then 
Mocgmedes), the seaport capital of the province of the same name, 
on 28 October. 

8. In each occupied town the racist forces installed an 
UNITA administration and then continued their advance. 

9. Benguela, capital, of Benguela Province, was taken after 
fierce fighting, on 5 November, and the important seaport of Lobito 
on 7 November, with the racist South African forces remaining 
there until I1 November. 

IO. While the “Zulu” column was advancing along the coast, 
the “Foxbat” column divided its forces at Huambo. Part of it, under 
the codename “X-Ray”. advanced along the Benguela Railway 
towards the eastern border, Luau (formerly Teixeira de Sousa). The 
other part, codenamed “Orange”, proceeded northwards towards 
Wako Kungo (formerly Cela). 

II. While the racist South African forces, with UNITA 
puppets in their ranks, were advancing towards the capital from the 
south, in northern Angola the Zairean army, assisted by a small 
force of South African officers and artillery with 140mm guns, and 
by a contingent of mercenaries from ELP and of other nationalities, 
with FNLA puppets in their ranks, occupied Mbanza Congo 
(formerly Sgo Salvador) capital of Zaire Province, Nze:o, Ambriz, 
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Caxito, Uige (formerly Carmona), capital of Uige Province, and 
other localities, reaching within 20 km of the capital, Luanda. 

12. When at midnight on II November 1975, the Central 
Committee of the MPLA, through the person of the late Comrade 
President Agostinho Neto, proclaimed the creation of the People’s 
Republic of Angola as an independent and sovereign State, in the 
south ,the South African racists controlled a vast part of Angolan 
territory extending from the Namibian border to the Lobito-Luena 
(formerly Luso) line. Luena .was occupied precisely on II 
November. In the north the provinces of Zaire and Uige, and part of 
the provinces of Luanda and Kuanza Norte were held by the 
Zairean army. 

13. The powerful resistance put up by the People’s Forces for 
the Liberation of Angola (FAPLA), supported by the 
overwhelming majority of the Angolan people, prevented the racist 
and neocolonialist forces from achieving their goal-the 
proclamation of a puppet state headed by the FNLA and UNITA, 
tools of imperialism and racism. 

14. The last attempt by the invading armies to occupy the city 
of Luanda before the day of the proclamation of national 
independence took place at Kifangondo, where on 10 November, on 
the eve of independence, FAPLA repelled a powerful ground attack 
by Zairean forces which, together with the forces assisting them, 
were routed after 10 hours of fierce fighting. The possibility of 
Angolan puppets being put in. Luanda before the proclamation of 
independence by the MPLA had therefore been thwarted. 

15. John Vorster, then Prime Minister of the Republic of 
South Africa, sent a “high-ranking envoy” to Washington to obtain 
clarification on US support, while Savimbi travelled to Pretoria to 
request that the SADF guarantee “his” position until the OAU 
Summit meeting convened for 9 December. 

I6., Faced with imperialist collusion against .Angola, and in 
order to defend the independence and freedom won, as well as 
national territorial integrity, the Government of the People’s 
Republic of Angola, in accordance with Article 51 of the United 

IO 
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Nations Charter, asked the Government of the Republic of Cuba 
for help. 

17. On 11 November 1975, the South African troops 
stationed in Lobito were reinforced with four 88mm guns and more 
personnel. 

18. On 12 November, the “Zulu” column continued its 
advance and, after bloody fighting, took Ngunza (formerly Novo 
Redondo), capital of the Province of Kuanza Sul, the following day. 
The column proceeded northwards and was stopped at the Queve 
River, south of Port0 Amboim, where FAPLA were obtiged,to 
destroy the bridge to halt the South African advance. This fact was 
decisive in changing the course of the war. Despite the substantial 
reinforcements the vanguard of the South African army were 
receiving, over the next two months the racist forces were obliged to 
consolidate their positions on the lines they had reached, as they 
were not capable of getting back on to the offensive. 

19. The fact that the invading enemy were forced to stop their 
offensive, both in the south and in the north, gave ‘the Angolan 
forces time to prepare the big counter-offensive which was to lead to 
the driving out of the invading armies and the puppet organisations 
and to the restoration of the territorial integrity of the People’s 
Republic of Angola. 

20. In the north, FAPLA started the counter-offensive on 21 
November and re-tstablished its control over the whole region in 
the second week of February 1976, after driving out the last 
mercenaries in Soyo and Mbanre Congo. 

21. In the centre, the big counter-offensive of FAPLA, 
supported by Cuban internationalist forces, started in the third 
week of January 1976. WakoKungo, the South African troops’tirst 
position, was retaken on 21 January and Ngunra on 24 January. 

22. With the FAPLA counter-offensive, the South African 
armoured troops and artillery started a rapid withdrawal towards 
the south, blowing up all the bridges they crossed. 

23. Huambo was retaken by FAPLA on 8 February. Then all 
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the other occupied towns and villages in the south of the country fell 
successively, and the South African racists concentrated their 
troops in Xangongo and Ngiva until they were definitively expelled 
from our national territory on 21 March 1976. 

24. The invasion of Angola by the armies of South Africa and 
Zaire, accompanied by mercenary forces (whose presence in the 
theatre of war the governments of the two aggressor countries 
always tried to conceal from world opinion) was irrefutably 
demonstrated when South African and Zairean soldiers captured by 
the glorious FAPLA’were presented to the international press and 
by the trial of mercenaries held in Luanda in 1976. 

25. The damage caused to the People’s Republic of Angola by 
the big South African invasion of 1975-76 amounted to an 
extremely high sum, representing a heavy burden for a young 
country freed from colonialism which was starting,on a new life of 
independence. In a report submitted to the United Nations at the 
time, this damage was estimated to be 6.7 billion US dollars. 



CHAPTER II 

CONTINUOUS AGGRESSION 

A. General character of operations 

26. South African attacks on the People’s Republic of Angola 
have been especially against the provinces of,Kuando Kubango, 
Cunene, Namibe (formerly MoGiimedes) and Huila, in the south 
and southeast of the country, totalling an area of about 401,373 sq 
km (Kuando Kubango-192,076 sq km; Cunene-75,995 sq km; 
Huila-77,393 sq km; Namibe-55,948 sq km). 

27. The above regions have a population of approximately 
1,050,OOO inhabitants, added to which are thousands of Namibia” 
refugees forced to leave their homes because of the illegal 
occupation of their country by the Pretoria administration. 

28. These regions are of special economic importance to the 
People’s Republic of Angola owing to their many resources in the 
spheres of agriculture, livestock, industry and fishing. 

29. As regards agriculture, special mention should be made 
of the maize, beans, sorghum and, millet crops which, with milk, 
provide the essential food requirements of the inhabitants of those 
regions. 

30. Mention should also be made of the fact that those areas 
have the largest reserves of livestock-mainly cattle and pigs-in 
the People’s Republic of Angola. 

31. As regards industry, in addition to infrastructures 
directly related to the processing of agricultural and livestock 
production, there are the Cassinga iron mines whose activity has 
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been drastically affected by the instability caused in that zone by 
constant South African aggression. 

32. In conclusion, it should be noted that Namibe Province is 
the country’s main fishing centre, owing to the abundance of fish in 
its waters. For this very reason, the province has the largest fish 
processing industries in Angola. 

33. Since 27 March 1976, the date when the first big South 
African invasion of the People’s Republic of Angola ended, 
Pretoria’s armed forces have never ceased to keep those regions 
under constant pressure, through air space violations and bombing 
raids, incursions of heliborne troops, acts of provocation, infantry 
attacks supported by armoured units, artillery shelling, mine laying 
in fields and on bridges and highways, and the looting and 
destruction of varied material and means of production. 

34. Added to these military operations are combined attacks 
on settlements and villages, in close co-ordination with the UNITA 
puppets, who are trained and equipped in military camps in 
Namibia, while the South African forces ensure the transport of 
UNITA’s men and war material into Angolan territory and also 
provide the air cover needed for such penetration. 

35. This continuous aggression against the People’s Republic 
of Angola by the racist Pretoria regime culminated on 23 August 
1981 with the launching of so-called “Operation Protea”, resulting 
in the present occupation by the South African army of the whole of 
the strip south of the Cunene River, with the apparent object of 
creating a buffer state, so as to make the Namibia” decolonisation 
process even more complex. 

B. Operations up to Jane 1979 

General description 

36. Between 27 March 1976 and 11 June 1979, the South 
African army carried out 193 armed mine-laying operations, 21 
border provocations, seven bombing raids and one large-scale 
combined operation in which both air and ground forces took part. 
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This assessment, however, is incomplete because many acts of 
aggression could not be ~detected with precision. 

37. During this period, South African actions affected the 
provinces of Cunene, Huila, Mexico and Benguela. Owing to their 
scale and the extent of the damage caused, special mention should 
be made of the massacre of Cassinga (Huila Province) and the 
bombing of Boma (Mexico Province). 

Attack on Cassinga 

38. The brutal attack on the Cassinga refugee camp took 
place on 4 May 1978 and was carried out by 200 paratroopers, 
assisted by two C-130 troop transport planes, 14 Alouette SA-330 
and Puma helicopters, nine Mirage III planes and a number of 
Cessna F.l and F.2 reconnaissance aircraft. 

39. After the planes had tired rockets and dropped explosive 
and fragmentation bombs, as well as paralysing gases, the 
paratroopers landed on the terrain and during the six and a half 
hours that the attack lasted gave full vent to their basest instincts, 
indiscriminately massacring the terror-stricken population in cold 
blood, after having mined all access routes to the camp so as to 
prevent the Angolan soldiers stationed in a nearby town from 
coming to the defence of the Namibia” refugees. 

40. When the courageous intervention of Angolan soldiers 
forced them to make a quick getaway in their helicopters, the South 
African paratroopers took with them four Namibia” women and 
left behind them a frightful toll of victims: 

612 Namibia” refugees killed (147 men, 167 women and 298 
children) 
12 Angolan soldiers killed 
3 Angolan civilians killed 
611 Namibia” refugees wounded 
63 Angolan soldiers wounded 
15 Angolan civilians wounded 

41. Added to tnese human victims-many of them murdered 

15 



IV 

in cold blood with shots in the back of the neck--were the buildings 
that were destroyed, including health centres, the devastation of 160 
hectares of crops and the killing of 100 head of cattle. 

42. The massacre of Cassinga, therefore, gives a fearfully 
enlightening picture of the true nature of South African 
“civilisation”. 

Attack on the small town of Boma 

43. On 26 February 1979, a criminal attack on a refugee 
school at Boma, on the outskirts of the provincial capital of Mexico, 
resulted in 198 people killed and 600 Wounded, in addition to 
material losses estimated at 4,451,957 US dollars. Hence, that was 
the second largest aggressive operation against the People’s 
Republic of Angola during this period. 

44. It should be noted that it was a combined operation of the 
Rhodesian and South African forces, using four Canberra bombers 
of the Rhodesian air force as well as three Mirage aircraft of 
Pretoria’s air force, which were used essentially to provide cover. 

45. Boma, a small settlement with only 4,000 inhabitants, 
suddenly found itself the target of 30 tons of bombs-mostly anti- 
personnel and fragmentation bombs-as well as rockets fired by 
two of the South African Mirages; before it could recover from the 
surprise of the attack, the aggressor aircraft calmly withdrew to 
where they had come from, leaving behind them the bloody 
evidence of yet another crime committed by the most odious regime 
in the world. 

General assessment of damages 

46. In the course of this period (26 March 1976 to 11 June 
1979), the South African regular army caused at least 570 known 
deaths among tbe Angolan population and wounded 594, most of 
them peaceful and defenceless peasants in the areas subjected to 
their barbarous attacks. 

47. At the same time. there was also substantial loss of life 
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among, refugees forced to live in Angola because of the present 
situation in their countries. The following such losses were 
registered: 

612 Namibians killed and 611 wounded 
198 Zimbabweans killed and 600 wounded 
3 South Africans killed and 8 wounded. 

48. Total social and economic effects of South African 
aggression against the People’s Republic of Angola during the same 
period were assessed as 293,304,OOO US dollars, with the following 
break-down: 

Agriculture and livestock production,, 142,500,OOO dollars 
Construction, 21.656.000 dollars 
Transport facilities, machinery and diverse equipment, 
52,797,OOO dollars 
Fisheries, 17,750,OOO dollars 
Commercial sector, 14,285,OOO dollars 
Administration and public services, 44,322,OOO dollars 

49. To these estimates should be added all the human and 
social losses which it is impossible to assess in monetary terms. 
These include the loss of human lives, the forced exodus of people 
from areas affected by the war, the interruption of schooling, 
unemployment caused by the destruction of means of production, 
enforced deficiencies in social services, the serious nutritional and 
material shortages suffered by the population in the affected 
regions, and the non-completion of social and economic projects 
and programmes in those regions, with the resultant repercussions 
on the national economy as a whole. 

50. A detailed description of all the aggressive actions carried 
out against the People’s Republic of Angola by South Africa during 
the period from 26 March 1976 to 11 June 1979-together with the 
damage caused and assessment of losses,-was duly recorded and 
documented in the report presented to the United Nations by the 
AngolatrGovemment on 25 July 1979 (Document S/13473). 
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C. Operations between June 1979 and December 1980 

General description 

51. Between 11 June 1979 and 31 December 1980, the South 
African army continued to maintain a state of war on the sovereign 
territory of the People’s Republic of Angola which, although an 
undeclared war, was tragically confirmed by the innumerable 
criminal acts committed, each more barbarous and open to 
condemnation than the last. 

52. South African aggression against Angolan territory 
during the said period assumed various forms, including ground 
and heliborne attacks, air space violations and bombing raids, and 
the occupation of localities, culminating in so-called “Operation 
Smokeshell” launched in June 1980. 

53. Without detailing the constant air space violations (no 
less than 925) and different types of ground operations (81 bombing 
raids and shelling incidents, 33 attacks by heliborne troops, etc).the 
larger South African acts of aggression during the period under 
review were as follows: 

Bombing raid against Lubango (Huila Province) 
Bombing raid against Xangongo (Cunene Province) 
Ground and hehborne attacks in the area of Naulila (Cunene 
Province) 
Ground attacks against CaluequeICuamato (Cunene 
Province) 
Heliborne operation against Leba (Huila Province) 
Attack on the commune.of Chitado (Cunene Province) 
Attack on the village of Cuangar (Kuando Kubango Province) 
Bombing raid against the villages of Ndova, Humbe and 
Mujoma (Cunene Province) 
Attack on.the village of Savate (Kuando Kubango Province) 
Bombing raid against Humbe (Cunene Province) 
Occupation of Cbiede (Cunene Province) 
Attack and occupation of Mavinga (Kuando Kubango 
Province) 
Invasion in June 1980 (Cunene Province) 

18 



VII 

Bombing raid against Lubango 

54. Among the most flagrant and criminal operations against 
the People’s Republic of Angola perpetrated by the South African 
army was the bombing raid on the town of Lubango, capital of 
Hulla Province. 

55. On 26 September 1979, at 10.30 a.m., four South African 
Mirages and one Buccaneer tired rockets and dropped bombs on the 
“Madeiras da Huila” furniture factory in Lubango and on a 
FAPLk logistical base. 

56. Amid the terror of the workers, caught in the middle of 
their work time, and the stupefaction of the whole town, which 
never imagined that the South Africans would go so far in their 
savage aggressiveness, the planes indiscriminately dropped their 
criminal load, killing 26 people, seriously wounding 41 and slightly 
wounding 34. The “Madeiras da Huila” factory, one of the largest 
furniture companies in the country, was destroyed. 

57. In addition, the attack caused lesser damage to the 
following factories and companies: 

Hilfina Furniture 
Sotrama 
Sopapel 
Alvaro Vicente Sawmill 
Empel 
Fafal 
Venincio Guimaraes Flour Mill 
Kangika Flour Mill 
Favel 
Triunfo 
Huila Liqueur Factory 

Bombing raid against Xangongo 

58. On the same day that Lubango was bombed, 26 
September 1979, and within only an hour, i.e. starting at 11.30 a.m., 
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the South African air force attacked Xangongo with a force 
comprising four Impalas and two Mirage HIS, killing 30 people, 
wounding 100 (all civilians) and destroying a primary school and a 
food store. 

Attack on Serra da Leba 

59. Just over a month later, on 28 October 1979, the South 
African army carried out a big attack for purely destructive 
purposes on the Serra da Leba mountain range in Huila Province. 

60. At 16.00, troops transported in four SA 335 Puma 
helicopters, supported by Alouette HIS, landed on the Serrada Leba 
and subsequently carried out a series of actions on the 
Lubango-Namibe line, notably the following: 

The destruction of IS metres of railway line and the mining of 
another 20 metres. 
The damaging of the Namibe Railway tunnel in the Leba 
mountains. 
Blowing up several bridges on the railway line between 
Lubango and Kuvango, in the Dongo region. 
Attacking civilians who were driving through the Leba region. 

61. The casualties of these criminal acts amounted to 20 
civilians killed, including a woman in the last month of pregnancy! 

Attack in the areo of Naulila 

62. Continuing their adventurist escalation, less than one 
month after the attack on Serra da Leba, the military forces of the 
Republic of South Africa started.an operation in the area ofNaulila 
(Cunene Province). 

63. Indeed, at dawn on 24 November 1979, South African 
ground and heliborne troops, supported by aircraft, launched a 
series of operations around Naulila which went on for four days. 

64. Among those actions were the following: 
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24 November 1979-mining of the Xangongo - Naulila - 
Cuamato road. 
25 November 1979-bombing raids on P&u-PCu and Naulila, 
as well as on an ODP (People’s Defence Organisation) school 
25 km from Xangongo. 
25 November 1979-Cuamato and Naulila attacked and 
occupied by armoured units supported by artillery, aircraft, 
cavalry, police dogs, motorcycles and ground troops. 
27 November 1979-bombing raid on MBngua. 

65. These were the effects of those criminal actions: 

38 civilians killed 
Two soldiers killed 
An unknown number of wounded 
10 people missing 
20 houses destroyed 
One school totally destroyed 
Assorted military material destroyed 

Attack on Calueque 

66. Pollowing the operations carried out,around Naulila, on 
28 November 1979 the South African troops started to advance 
towards Calueque wtth 25 reconnaissance motorcycles, 10 
helicopters and an unknown number of Rate1 armoured cars. 

Attack on Cuangar 

67. On 14 April 1980, another big action aautst the People’s 
Republic of Angola by the Pretoria re8ime was registered, when 
South African troops equipped with artillery, a helicopter and a 
light aircraft attacked FAPLA’s position at Cuangar (Kuando 
Kubango Province). 

68. The attack, which lasted from 05.00 to 10.00, left six 
soldiers dead and 30 wounded, and diverse war material was 
destroyed. 
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Bombing raid on Humbe 

69. Two weeks later, on 28 April 1980, at 19.10, South 
African aircraft bombed Humbe, in Cunene Province, killing eight 
civilians and wounding 24. 

Bombing of Ndova, Humbe and Mujoma 

70. The localities of Ndova, Humbe and Mnjoma, all in 
Cunene Province, were the targets of South African bombing raids 
on 3 May 1980. 

71. The bombing resulted in the following human losses-12 
wounded in Ndova; seven killed and 12 wounded in Humbc, and 
one killed and one wounded in Mujoma. 

Attack on Chiede 

72. Also in May 1980, on the 12th, troops transported in eight 
Puma helicopters supported by six fighter bombers attacked the 
village of Chiede (Cunene Province) at 05.00, and then occupied it. 

73. During this operation, the South African aggressors 
killed 57 people (three soldiers and 54 civilians) and wounded 19 (all 
civilians). 

Atrack on Savare 

74. Only nine days later, on 21 May at 09.00, South African 
troops attacked and occupied the locality of Savate, in Kuando 
Kubango Province. 

75. For this attack the South African army mobilised its 
motorised infantry and air force, using three Alouette III 
helicopters, one Puma helicopter. a light aircraft, 1 I Panhard AML- 
90 and Rate1 armoured cars and heavy artillery. 

It was not possible to count the number of killed and wounded 
in the cowardly attack on Savate. 
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Invasion of June 1980 (Operation SmokesheN) 

76. The succession of increasingly extensive and serious 
military operations carried out in the months of April and May by 
the South African forces gave cause to expect the launching of a 
large-scale operation against the People’s Republic of Angola. 

This is precisely what happened! 

77. Starting on 10 June 1980, the ground and air forces of the 
Republic of South Africa advanced 140 km inside Angolan 
territory, in Cunene Province, thereby starting so-called 
“Operation Smokeshell”, characterised by a series of criminal and 
indiscriminate actions against such targets as villages, shops and 
schools. 

78. FAPLA responded promptly and vigorously, forcing the 
aggressors to withdraw to ‘the illegally occupied territory of 
Namibia after suffering an unknown number of casualties and 
losing an Alouette III helicopter whose pilot was killed. 

Attack on Chitado 

80. Forced to retreat from the sovereign territory of the 
People’s Republic of Angola in June 1980 ‘by the unyielding 
resistance of the Angolan army, the South African aggressors did 
not give up their bellicose designs. 

81. On 28 August 1980, heliborne South African troops 
attacked and occupied the main settlement in the commune of 
Chitado, in Cunene Province, killing I5 civilians and wounding 
seven, and completely destroying the village. 

Attack on Mavinga 

82. The last significant South African operation during this 
period was the occupation and destruction of the small town of 
Mavinga, in Kuando Kubango Province. 

83. This operation took place on 19 September, when South 
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African troops supported by heavy artillery and armoured cars 
attaoked the locality at 06.00, killing and wounding a large number 
of people. The exact numbers are not known. 

84. After occupying Mavinga, the South African soldiers 
completely destroyed it. revealing the barbarous and savage 
character of their actions. 

General assessment of losses 

85. Between I1 June 1979 ‘and 31 December 1980, the South 
African aggressor army caused approximately the following human 
hmses: 

400 civilians killed 
646 civilians wounded 
85 soldiers killed 
95 soldiers wounded 
An unknown number of people were kidnapped, and an 
incalculable number of Namibian refugees were killed and 
wounded 

86. As regards the social and economic consequences, 
although it was difficult to assess them because of the characteristics 
of the zones hit by the South African aggressors, being large semi- 
desert and thinly populated regions, it was estimated that they 
amounted to a total of 230,996.805 US dollars. 

87. When the effects of the aggressive and destructive 
onslaught were analysed by sector, it was possible to arrive at the 
following figures: 

Agrhdrure and livesrock production: losses from cattle killed, 
looted and unmarketed; destruction of plant and crops; crops 
abandoned and work not carried out-141,139.869 dollars. 
Industry: destruction and damaging of I2 economic units in the 
industrial zone of Lubango through the bombing on 26 
September 1979-12,254,618 dollars. 
Consrruction: destruction and damaging of the railway line and 
a tunnel in the Serra da Leti, bridges destroyed or 

24 



XIII 

damaged-33,796,121 dollars. 
lbansport facilities: vehicles destroyed or damaged- 
21,039,898 dollars. 
Fi&-rles: work not carried out--5,000,OOO dollars. 
Internal trade: buildings destroyed; goods destroyed and 
damaged-12640,000 dollars. 
&a/t/k destruction and damaging of medical posts and 
centres, hospital equipment and medicines-3.799.617 dollars. 
Education destruction and damaging of IS schools, two 
students’ hostels and diverse equipment--1.326.682 dollars. 

D. Oparatlons during 1981 

General description 

88. The state of continual aggression that the South African 
army had maintained in the People’s Republic of Angola since 27 
March 1976 was suddenly aggravated in early 1981. 

89. Encouraged by the bellicose statements against Angola 
and the other Frontline States of the new US administration, 
headed by Ronald Reagan, the Pretoria rulers, in close co- 
ordination with Washington, started in January to put in motion 
the sinister plan which was to culminate, on 23 August 1981, in the 
biggest invasion of Angolan territory since 1975, and the present 
occupation of a large part of Cunene Province. 

90. Indeed, at the beginning of the year the South African air 
force stepped up its violations of Angolan air space, starting 
systematic overtlying and carrying out exhaustive military 
reconnaissance over areas where Angolan troops were stationed, 
especially anti-aircraft positions, up to 200 km inside the country. 

91. At the same time, South African ground forces repeatedly 
violated Angola’s borders, attacking FAPLA columns, massacring 
the population for purposes of intimidation, and mining the 
principal highways, aiming to make it difficult to supply the 
population in the south of the country and seeking to paralyse 
Angolan troop movements. 
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92. Up to 23 August 1981 alone, the following aggressive 
operations by South African forces were registered: 

1617 reconnaissance flights 
100 bombing raids 
50 strafing incidents 
26 ground reconnaissance operations 
67 troop build-ups 
4 paratrooper landings 
34 ground attacks 
7 shelling operations 
9 mine-laying and other minor operations 

93. Air space violations were stepped up in ‘the second 
fortnight in May, as were ambushes and mine-laying operations. 

94. As from June, acts of intimidation against the people 
were intensified, with the aim of making the people leave the border 
areas and flee north of the Cunene River or into Namibia. 

95. In July, South Africa massed about 40,000 soldiers and a 
vast quantity of military equipment on the Namibian-Angolan 
border, as revealed at the time by the Angolan authorities. 

96. In mid-June and the first fortnight in August, South 
African forces started to infiltrate into Angolan territory, 
occupying villages such as Mulemba, Nehone, Ndova, Mupa and 
Evale, and setting up their forward command post, it should be 
noted, at Mulemba. 

97. In col;junction with these armed operations, the South 
African propaganda media launched a massive and systematic 
campaign to mislead world opinion, the essential thrust of which 
was an alleged “Soviet threat”, the purported existence of “East 
Germans’, alongside the Cuban internationalists and FAPLA units, 
and the installation of missiles in southern Angola. 

The purpose of that campaign was clear-to create the 
necessary psychological climate to “justify” the criminal aggression 
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the loathsome Pretoria regime was preparing to launch. 

98. So-called “Operation Protea”, the major aggressive 
operation undertaken by the South African army against Angola in 
1981, was therefore nothing but the culmination ofa wholestrategy 
jointly drawn up by Washington and Pretoria, the implementation 
of which was started at the very beginning of the year. 

99. Meanwhile it should be noted that the strategy included 
also other kinds of action, like acts of sabotage in towns and 
‘attempts on the lives of the main Angolan leaders, a clear example 
of which was the attack on the Luanda oil refinery carried out by a 
South African commando unit at the end of 1981. 

Invasion of August 1981 (Operation Protea) 

100. On 23 August 1981, the South African army launched a 
large-scale invasion of Angolan territory, a genuine localised 
invasion named “Operation Protea’! by Pretoria, which at its height 
involved the following: 

About 11,000 men 
Around 36 Centurion M-41 tanks and 70 AML-90 armoured 
cars 
200 armoured troop carriers, including Ratels. Buffels and 
Saracens 
Artillery comprising G-5 155 mm guns and 127 mm Kentron 
groun&ground missiles 
About 90 planes and helicopters 

101. The invasion started ‘with the massive bombardment of 
Cahama and Chibemba by eight planes (six Mirages and two 
Buccaneers), aimed at destroying Angolan anti-aircraft positions. 

102. On 24 August, while three motorised South African 
infantry columns entered Angolan territory in Cunene Province, 
attacking and occupying Xangongo, Humbe and Namacunde, the 
racist air force started to bomb the town of Ngiva, capital of the 
province. 
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103. The following day, Uia and MBngua were occupied by 
two South African columns which had come from Xangongo, while 
the air force repeatedly bombed Ngiva and Cahama. 

104. On 26 August 1981, Pretoria’s air force continued to 
bomb a number of places in Cunene Province, at the same time 
dropping leaflets calling upon Angolan soldiers stationed in Ngiva 
not to put up any resistance to an imminent attack on the town. 

105. In the early hours of the 27th, the South African air force 
resumed its massive bombing of Ngiva, while heavy artillery 
subjected the town to an intensive barrage of tire. 

106. At 07.00 on 27 August 1981, South African troops 
massively supported by aircraft made their first attempt to occupy 
the provincial capital of Cunene, from both the north and the west. 
They were repulsed. 

107. Fierce fighting continued all day long on the 27th, and 
the South African aggressors were repulsed three times after 
sustaining numerous losses. 

108. On 28 August 1981, owing to the enemy’s superiority 
and, above all, to their having destroyed anti-aircraft positions, the 
Angolan soldiers decided to withdraw from Ngiva. 

109. On 29 August 1981, six days after the start of the 
invasion, the South African army already occupied an area of 
40,000 sq km, including in particular the localities of Xangongo, 
MBngua, Humbe, Uia, Cuamato, Anhaca, Nehone, Mucope, Evale, 
Mupa and Ngiva. 

110. However, they failed in their attempts to occupy 
Cahama, owing to the selfless and heroic resistance of the FAPLA 
units entrusted with the defence of ,that small town. 

111. In the course of September, unable to advance beyond 
the Cahama line, the South Africans started to withdraw their heavy 
artillery and tanks, but kept light armoured car units on the terrain. 
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112. During this partial withdrawal the invaders took with 
them heavy and light vehicles, tractors and trailers, and also cattle, 
goods and various foodstuffs. 

113. Up to the end of 1981, the South African army continued 
its aggressive actions, notably bombing raids, troop landings, mine- 
laying and ambushes. 

114. Special mention should be made of yet another 
unsuccessful attempt to take Cahama carried out by helibome 
troops on 26 October 1981. Significantly, that was the day when a 
delegation of the “Contact Group” on the Namibian problem 
arrived in the Angolan capital. 

115. At present the entire strip south of the Cunene River is 
occupied by the South African army, which keeps it under constant 
patrol, using the air force and light units supported by cavalry and 
police dogs, carrying out ambushes and mining all access routes in 
order to prevent any attempt by the Angolan army to take back the 
region. 

Attack on the Luanda oil refinery 

116. On 30November 1981,aSouthAfricancommandounit, 
probably coming from the sea, carried out a large-scale sabotage 
action against the Luanda oil refinery, with the aim of paralysing 
economic life, creating panic among the population of the capital 
and cutting fuel supplies to the Angolan armed forces who, in the 
south, were resisting the invasion launched on 23 August that year 
by the Pretoria regime. 

117. Another factor which proves the direct relationship 
between the sabotage of the refinery and the South African invasion 
of Angolan territory is the fact that according to certain 
information the Pretoria regime intended at that time to launch a, 
general offensive against Kuando Kubango Province. 

The purpose, therefore, was to cut supplies to Angolan military 
units, so as to prevent them from repelling South African 
aggression! 
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118. The attack on the Luanda oil refinery, which affected 
especially the storage area and spread to the first refining stage, or 
the “old part”, was carried out with powerful explosive charges 
placed in strategic spots in the storage area. The explosion caused an 
extensive tire, and only the prompt intervention of the refinery 
workers prevented it from attaining the proportions of a 
catastrophe. 

119. Indeed, owing to this prompt and courageous action, it 
was possible to prevent the tire from spreading, and it was brought 
under control on the same day as the attack, although not 
completely extinguished until a few days later. 

120. Found on the site of the disaster were a number of 
unexploded charges, packs containing assorted documents, 
weapons, and the corpses of several of the attackers, providing 
irrefutable proof of Pretoria’s direct participation in the 
irresponsible attack on the Luanda oil refinery. 

121. Four days after the tire was completely extinguished it 
became possible to see the extent to which the act of sabotage by the 
South African racists had failed to achieve the intended results. 

The attack resulted in the destruction of some fuel tanks, also 
damaging some pipes and valves and a unit no longer in operation; 
but the refining plant and most of the tanks were intact, so that 
stored levels remained sufftcient to ensure the continuity of supplies 
to the consumer market. 

122. Nevertheless, a number of preventive steps were taken, 
such as importing some refined products and introducing slight 
rationing of fuel supplies, which did not greatly affect the normal 
life of the people. 

123. A little over three months later, on 2 March 1982, the 
parts of the Luanda oil refinery affected by the South African 
sabotage went into operation again, after repairs which cost 
12,550,OOO dollars. 

124. If we add this figure to the 24 million dollars the People’s 
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Republic of Angola lost between December 1981 and March 1982. 
owing to 40,000 tonnes per month not exported, the total cost of 
damage caused by the sabotage of the refinery amounts to 
36.550,OOO dollars. 

Assessment of damage 

125. In the course of 1981. the following human losses as a 
result of South African aggression were registered: 

206 soldiers killed 
389 soldiers wounded 
1086 soldiers missing 
158 civilians killed 
265 civilians wounded 
160,000 homeless persons 

126. These figures are far from representing the true scale and 
tragedy of the situation, since as from 23 August 1981 almost all of 
Cunene Province fell into South African hands, making it 
impossible to make an accurate assessment of the damage caused by 
South African actions during this period. 

127. With regard to social and economic effects, a full 
assessment is also difficult for the reasons mentioned, but they 
amounted to a total of about 400 million dollars, a higher figure 
than in previous years. 

128. The increase is mainly due to the South African army’s 
occupation of a vast part of Cunene Province, where they have 
destroyed towns and villages such as Ngiva. Cahama, Chibemba 
and Xangongo. together with housing, hospitals, schools and public 
buildings. 

The South African regime’s sabotage of the Luanda oil refinery 
also contributed substantially to the increase. 

129. Broken down by sector, the staggeringly high damages 
are as follows: 
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Agriculture and livestock production, 144,996,OOO dollars 
Industry andjisheries, 15,059,300 dollars 
Construction, 33,800,OOO dollars 
Transport facilities. 28,130,OOO dollars 
Commerce and food supplies, 15,890,OOO dollars 
Administration, housing and services, 115,840,OOO dollars 
Oil refinery, 36,550,OoO dollars 

130. Added to the above figures, which represent the direct 
social and economic effects of South African aggression in 198 1, are 
also the 170 million dollars estimated by the Angolan Government 
for immediate relief for 160,000 people forced to leave their homes 
because of the war and who are now in need of food, medical care, 
clothing and housing. 

131. Finally, there are also human and social losses which it is 
impossible to assess in monetary terms. such as loss of life, the 
consequence of grave nutritional and material deficiencies, 
especially for children and old people, the interruption of schooling, 
insufficiencies in the social services, unemployment caused by the 
destruction of the means of production, and so forth. There can 
never be any compensation for these social and economic losses, 
because they are irreparable. 
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CHAPTER III 

CONDEMNATION BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

A. Condemnation by the UN, the OAU and the Non-Aligned 
Movement 

132. Throughout these years of continuous aggression 
against the People’s Republic of Angola, the international 
community has not failed to condemn the criminal policy of the 
racist South African regime, demanding the cessation of all acts of 
aggression and respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
the People’s Republic of Angola. Such condemnation has assumed 
various forms, through the stand taken by governments, 
international governmental and non-governmental organisations, 
as well as organisations and individuals from all over the world and 
all walks of life. 

133. In this virtually universal condemnation, special 
mention should be made of action taken by the United Nations and 
different agencies which are part of the United Nations system. At 
almost all its ordinary sessions, the United Nations General 
Assembly has expressed unequivocal condemnation of the racist 
South African regime for the acts of aggression continuously 
committed against the People’s Republic of Angola. 

134. The Security Council, as the body with primary 
responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and 
security, has also dealt with the situation created by South African 
aggression on a number of occasions, taking a position especially 
after the occurrence of the large-scale invasions and acts of 
aggression cyclically launched by’the racist South African army. 

It successively adopted resolutions 387 (1976) of 31 March 
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1976, 428 (1978) of 6 May 1978,447 (1979) of 28 March 1979.454 
(1979) of 2 November 1979 and 475 (1980) of 27 June 1980. 

In all these resolutions, some of them adopted unanimously 
and the others only with the abstention of some western countries, 
the acts of aggression committed against the People’s Republic of 
Angola were invariably condemned, the immediate cessation of 
these acts and scrupulous respect for the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of the People’s Republic of Angola demanded, and the 
racist South African regime’s obligation to pay compensation for all 
the damage caused stressed. 

135. In 1981, after the big invasion in August (“Operation 
Protea”), the Security Council met once again to deal with the 
situation prevailing in southern Angola, at the express request of the 
President of the People’s Republic of Angola, Jest Eduardo dos 
Santos. in a telegram addressed to the United Nations Secretary- 
General on 26 August. After discussion, a draft resolution was 
presented to the Council which “strongly” condemned South 
Africa, demanded the immediate and unconditional withdrawal of 
all South African troops from Angolan territory, recognised the 
right of the People’s Republic of Angola to full and adequate 
compensation, decided on the application of mandatory sanctions 
against South Africa under Chapter VII of the Charter and, finally, 
decided to send a commission of enquiry to Angola to assess the 
situation. The resolution was voted for by the overwhelming 
majority of Member States of the Security Council (France, China, 
Soviet Union, Spain, Mexico, German Democratic Republic, Niger, 
Panama, Tunisia, Uganda, Ireland, Phillipines and Japan, with 
Great Britain abstaining), but it was not adopted because of the 
United States’ veto. 

136. In the Organisation of African Unity, too, the bellicose 
and aggressive attitude of the Republic of South Africa against the 
People’s Republic of Angola has also always met with most clear 
and firm condemnation. This condemnation was expressed, among 
other ways, by the adoption of successive resolutions by the OAU 
Council of Ministers, notably CM/Res. 535 (XXVIII), CM/Res. 
537 (XXVIII), CM/Res. 551 (XXIX), CM/Res. 629 (XxX1). 
CM/Res. 788 (XXXV), CM/Res. 827 (XXXVI), CM/Res. 828 
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(XXXVII), CM/Res. 830 (XXXVII). CM/Res. 853 (XXXVII) and 
CM/Res. 854 (XXXVII). 

137. The same attitude of condemning the racist South 
African regime and expressing solidarity with the People’s Republic 
of Angola has been strongly and repeatedly affirmed by the Non- 
Aligned Movement, and special mention should be made of the 
positions taken by Non-Aligned Summits. In items 43.44 and 45, 
the “Political Declaration” adopted at the 5th Conference of Heads 
of State and Government of Non-Aligned Countries (Colombo, 16 
to 19 August 1976). states: “The Conference recalled with particular 
indignation the unprovoked and criminal invasion of Angola on the 
eve of independence by the South African apartheid regime. . .” 
“The Conference congratulated the Government and people of 
Angola for their heroic and victorious struggle against the racist 
invaders from South Africa and their allies. .” “The Conference 
called for the observance and application of resolution 387, of 31 
March 1976, of the United Nations Security Council, which 
demands of the racist South African regime compensation for all 
the material and human losses caused by the war of aggression 
conducted by its army’s regular forces against the People’s Republic 
of Angola. .” 

138. The 6th Conference of Heads of State and Government 
of Non-Aligned Countries, held in Havana from 3 to 9 September 
1979, also condemned the armed aggression and attempts at 
destabilisation carried out by South Africa against the People’s 
Republic of Angola (items 80 and 92. among others, of the 
“Political Declaration’). 

B. MISSIONS OF ENQUIRY AND TESTIMONIES 

139. From 1979 up to now, there have been countless 
missions by bodies of the most diverse origins which have gone to 
Angola on fact-finding visits to see on the spot the reality of the acts 
of aggression committed against the People’s Republic of Angola, 
which they have denounced to the world, and also their serious 
effects in terms of human and material losses. 

140. The clear and unequivocal testimony gathered in the 
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areas actually affected by impartial bodies who had direct contact 
with the victimised population and material proof of the bellicose 
acts, massacres and destruction, has demonstrated to the world the 
lying and base nature of the propaganda of the racist Pretoria 
regime, which sometimes merely denies its criminal actions and 
sometimes would have it believed that its actions are directed solely 
against purported SWAP0 bases on Angolan territory., 

Because it is impossible to list all the visits and testimonies 
there have been over the years, only the most important are 
mentioned here. 

141. After the massacie of Cassinga on 4 May 1978, a joint 
mission of the UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees) and the WHO (World Health Organisation) went to 
Angola from 24 to 28 May, and paid a lengthy visit to Cassinga. The 
mission was composed of Mr Bwakira, representative of the 
UNHCR, Mr Selstrom, co-ordinator of UNHCR programmes,and 
Dr Ortiz-Blasco, WHO representative. We quote only the following 
passage of the report of that mission, which was submitted to the 
UN Secretary-General and published as Annex V to United Nations 
document S/13473 of 27 July 1979: 

“Profoundly shocked representatives United Nations system 
have been able establish on spot Cassinga extreme barbarity 
and spirit systematic extermination and destruction against a 
population of refugees under UNHCR mandate and 
beneficiary assistance United Nations specialised agencies. 
The civilian character of this population is vouched for by all 
that United Nations mission has been able to verify as was 
already well established by preceding mission UNICEF 
realised from 10 to 14 April before attack.” 

142. From 31 July to 4 August 1980, there was a visit to 
Angola by a Commission of Inquiry of the Organisation of African 
Unity, created on the decision of the 35th OAU Council of Ministers 
held in Freetown from IO to 30 July 1980. 

The Commission was headed by Anami Akakpo, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of Togo, and during the visit it gathered facts and 
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testimonies in Huila and Cunene provinces. The Commission’s 
report was submitted to the 37th OAU Council of Ministers, held in 
Addis Ababa from 23 February to 1 March (CM/1092). 

143. In August 1980, a mission of the International, 
Commission of Inquiry into the Crimes of the Racist and Apartheid 
Regime in Southern Africa, composed of French lawyer Leo 
Matarasso, Chilean Air Force General Sergio Polete, American 
lawyer Judith Bourne. Professor A. Babing of the German 
Democratic Republic and Professor Paulette Pierson-Mathy, 
travelled to Angola on a fact-finding mission, staying there from 6 
to I3 August. The mission went to the town of Lubango and other 
places in southern Angola, including the Serra da Leba highway. 
They saw on the spot the damage caused by the recent bombing 
raids there. The report of the mission, published in United Nations 
document 81-00709, “Notes and Documents” No. 2/81 of January 
1981 of the Centre Against Apartheid, states: 

“The mission has confirmed the findings of previous observers 
and investigators that civilians have been major victims of 
South African aggression. Neither women nor children, nor 
the aged are spared and the targets aimed at are the vital 
economic structures of Angola.” 

144. The 2nd meeting of the International Commission of 
Inquiry into the Crimes of the Racist and Apartheid Regime in 
Southern Africa was held in Luanda from 30 January to 4 February 
1981. It was attended by the 29 members of the Commission, 
internationally known personalities including the President of the 
Commission, Sean McBride, Nobel Prize and Lenin Peace Prize 
winner, former Irish Minister for Foreign Affairs and first United 
Nations Commissioner for Namibia. Also represented were five 
governmental and 23 non-governmental organisations. The 
Commission had the opportunity to hear the testimony of witnesses 
of acts of aggression and to see countless material proofs of damage 
caused. During the proceedings a mission composed of eight 
members of the Commission visited Huila and Cunene provinces to 
see the facts on the spot. All the documents of the 2nd meeting of the 
Commission were compiled in a book published in Portuguese 
;(EdicHo DEJ. Luanda 1981) and in French and English 
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(International Commission of Inquiry, Brussels, 1982). The 
conclusions are attached as an annex to this document. 

145. Following a request by the Angolan Government 
addressed to the United Nations Secretary-General, a Multi- 
Agency Mission of Inquiry set up by the United Nations Disaster 
Relief Organisation (UNDRO), visited Angola from 29 August to 
13 September 1981. In addition to UNDRO, the mission included 
representatives of UNICEF, WHO, the UNHCR, the World Food 
Programme and the United Nations Development Programme. The 
mission made a careful study of the effects of the big invasion of 
August 198 I on displaced and affected persons, and also assessed 
these people’s immediate assistance needs. The report of the mission 
was published in UNDRO document GE 81-02936, under the title 
“Displaced and Drought-affected Persons in Southern and Central 
Angola”. 

146. Also with a view to seeing the effects of the big invasion 
of August 1981, a further mission of the International Commission 
of Inquiry into the Crimes of the Racist and Apartheid Regime in 
Southern Africa, composed of Paulette Pierson-Mathy. professor in 
the Law Faculty of the University of Brussels, and Reg Austin, 
professor in the Law Faculty of the University of London, went to 
Angola from 1 to 9 October 198 1 and visited a number of places in 
Huila and Cunene provinces. Their report was published in United 
Nations document 82-10321, “Notes and Documents”No. 12/82of 
April 1982 of the Centre Against Apartheid. We quote the following 
passage: 

“The mission assembled incontrovertible proof that this South 
African invasion involves a daily system of air attacks and 
ground operations that are terrorising the population and 
destroying the economy and infrastructure of the province. 
The mission noted that the main target is the land and people 
of Angola. The South African military operations are 
concentrated on the Angolan population and civilian 
objectives (administrative buildings, small shops, civilian 
means of transport, schools, peasant huts, fields and herds). .” 
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147. From 23 to 27 January 1982, there was a visit to Angola 
by a Commission of Inquiry into the Crimes of Apartheid set up by 
the EEC/ACP and headed by the President of the European 
Parliament, Mr Giovani Bersani. The Commission gathered facts 
and proofs regarding the racist Pretoria regime’s aggression against 
the People’s Republic of Angola and presented a report to the 
EEC/ACP Consultative Meeting of the European Parliament, held 
in Harare, Zimbabwe, in the first week of February 1982. 

C. INTERNATIONAL LAW 

148. The behaviour of the racist South African regime 
constitutes the most complete, flagrant and persistent negation and 
violation of the most elementary norms and principles of 
international law. This negation and violation can be broken down 
into three main aspects-the practice of racism and apartheid in 
South Africa itself, the illegal occupation of Namibia and 
aggression against sovereign neighbouring States. This has been 
analysed, noted and strongly condemned by the international 
community as a whole. Unfortunately, this virtually universal 
condemnation has not been accompanied by practical and effective 
sanctions to put an end to the criminal activity of a regime which, 
frequently and quite rightly, is today regarded as the most 
loathsome in the world. 

149. The invasions and armed occupation, air and ground 
attacks, acts of sabotage, indiscriminate massacres of the 
defenceless population, destruction and damaging of civilian 
economic targets and infrastructures, provocations, reconnaissance 
flights and other aggressive actions carried out by South African 
troops supported by mercenaries and supplemented by Unita 
puppet groupings, in a premeditated, persistent and protracted 
manner, constitute systematic and massive violation of the 
sovereignty and independence of the People’s Republic of Angola 
and its territorial integrity. The intensity and gravity of this action 
means the imposition on the People’s Republic of Angola of an 
undeclared and unprovoked real state of war. 

150. This action by South Africa against the People’s 
Republic of Angola violates such fundamental principles, as the 

39 



VIII 

prohibition on the threat or use of force in international relations, 
respect for the sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of 
States and non-interference in internal affairs, principles enshrined 
in the United Nations Charter and further developed in the 1970 
Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning 
Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States (Res. 2625 
(XXV) of the United Nations General Assembly). It is also 
indisputably and characteristically aggression in accordance with 
the Definition of Aggression (Res. 3314 (XxX1X) of the General 
Assembly), which states in Article 1: 

“Aggression is the use of armed force by a State against the 
sovereignty, territorial integrity or political independence of 
another State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the 
Chatter of the United Nations, .” 

Article 3 of the Definition specifically defines as an act of 
aggression: 

“The invasion or attack by the armed forces of a State of the 
territory of another State, or any military occupation, however 
temporary, resulting from such invasion or attack, or any 
annexation by the use of force of the territory of another State 
or part thereof.” 

151. The definition of South Africa’s behaviour as 
constituting aggression-which definition has also been made by 
the United Nations Security Council although that body has never 
followed up that fact with action provided for under Chapter VII of 
the Charter-signifies the unequivocally criminal nature of that 
behaviour under international law. According to the Definition of 
Aggression quoted above: 

“A war of aggression is a crime against international peace. 
Aggression gives rise to international responsibility.” 

152. Under international law, there can be no pretext, excuse 
or justification for aggression. Total respect for the sovereignty, 
independence and territorial integrity of States is a categorical 
imperative. Therefore, the above-mentioned resolution 3314 
(XXIX) states: 
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“No consideration of whatever nature, whether political, 
economic, military or otherwise, may serve as a justification 
for aggression.” 

153. Despite this, the racist Pretoria regime has sometimes 
tried to justify its action with fallacious pretexts, seeking a semblance 
of international legal cover for them. It has invoked either the 
exercise of the right of legitimate self-defence against alleged 
“terrorist” attacks by SWAPO, or an imaginary right of “hot 
pursuit” against SWAP0 combatants inside Angolan territory. 

The above description of the kind of actions carried out over 
the years by South African troops and the fact that they have been 
directed essentially against the Angolan army, against the 
defenceless civilian population and against economic targets, 
clearly shows that this line of argument is utterly groundless. 

154. The right of individual or collective self-defence is 
provided for in Article 5 1 of the United Nations Charter as a lawful 
reaction to an armed attack against a Member of the United 
Nations. However, South Africa’s borders are thousands of 
kilometres from Angola and its territory has never been subject to 
an armed attack orany armed provocation by the People’s Republic 
of Angola. 

In the same way, the People’s Republic of Angola has never 
made any armed attack or any armed provocation against the 
territory of Namibia, and not once have the Angolan armed forces 
crossed that territory’s border. 

155. Indeed, the occupation of Namibia by the racist South 
African regime is illegal, since the United Nations withdrew from 
South Africa the mandate entrusted to it by the League of Nations 
and placed the territory under the administration and direct 
responsibility of the United Nations (General Assembly resolution 
2145 (XXI)). This was confirmed by Security Council resolution 276 
(1970) and recognised by the advisory opinion of 21 June 1971 of the 
International Court of Justice. 

156. In addition to this illegality, the continued occupation of 
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Namibia by South Africa, preventing the Namibian people from 
freely exercising their right to self-determination, is in itself an act of 
aggression. In resolution 361121-A of 10 December 1981, the 
General Assembly: 

“Declares that the illegal occupation of Namibia by South 
Africa continues to constitute an act of aggression against the 
Namibian people and against the United Nations, which has 
direct responsibility for the Territory until independence.” 

157. Juridically, an aggressor cannot benefit from or avail 
itself of the fact of its aggression. Hence the racist Pretoria regime 
can in no way resort to the justification of purported self-defence. 

Moreover, Article 51 of the United Nations Charter states that 
the State that invokes self-defence should immediately report to the 
Security Council all the measures taken in the exercise of this right. 
This is not what South Africa has done. On the contrary, it is the 
People’s Republic of Angola that has immediately reported to the 
Security Council the acts of aggression it has been subjected to. 

158. Invoking a purported right of “hot pursuit” against 
SWAP0 combatants, apart from having no basis in fact as already 
stated, is juridically invalid. International law recognises this right 
only on the high seas, and even then in such terms that the pursuit 
does not actually threaten the sovereignty of other States. On land 
the right of hot pursuit is unknown in international law. And even 
were this not so, such a right would be inconceivable in a situation 
such as the case in point, where the alleged hot pursuit is from an 
illegally occupied territory like Namibia. 

159. Acts of resistance to the authority of the illegal occupier 
by national liberation movements are entirely legitimate and cannot 
in any way be compared juridically with acts of “terrorism”, as the 
Pretoria regime claims. 

In December 1973, SWAP0 was recognised by resolution 31 I I 
(XXVIII) of the United Nations General Assembly as “the 
authentic representative of the Namibian people”, and later, in 
resolution 31/146 (1976). as the “sole and authentic representative 
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of the Namibian people”, which recognition was subsequently 
reaffirmed in various resolutions of the United Nations General 
Assembly, the OAU and a number of international organisations. 

160. Therefore, SWAP0 has the right to resist by every 
possible means, including armed struggle, the illegal occupation of 
Namibia by the racist South African regime. 

Under the above-mentioned Declaration on the Principles of 
International Law (Res. 2625 (XXXV) of 24 October 1970), 

“Every State has the duty to refrain from any forcible action 
which deprives peoples . . of their right to self-determination 
and independence. In their actions against, and resistance to, 
such forcible action in pursuit of the exercise of their right to 
self-determination, such peoples are entitled to seek and to 
receive support in accordance with the purpose and principles 
of the Charter.“, 

161., The United Nations Security Council and General 
Assembly have affirmed the complete legitimacy of the Namibian 
people’s struggle to put an end to South African occupation and, 
consequently, the legitimacy in that struggle of any assistance given 
to them by other States. In resolution 296 (1969), the Security 
Council calls on “all States to intensify their moral and material 

‘assistance to the Namibian people in their struggle against foreign 
occupation”. In’resolution 36/121-A of 10 December 1981, the 
General Assembly, as it moreover had already done in a number of 
previous resolutions, 

“Calls upon Member States, specialised agencies and other 
international organisations to render sustained and increased 
support and material, financial, military and other assistance 
to SWAP0 to enable it to intensify its struggle for the 
liberation of Namibia.” 

162. Therefore, the staunch help the People’s Republic of 
Angola has been giving to SWAPO, as the sole and legitimate 
representative of the Namibian people, unquestionably constitutes 
the ~strict fulfilment of an international legal duty, in compliance 
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with the United Nations Charter and the principles of international 
law. This has been specifically stated by the United Nations and by 
the Security Council itself (Res. 428 (1978) and 447 (1979). In the 
latter resolution, the Council 

‘Commends the People’s Republic of Angola for [its] 
steadfast support of the people of Namibia in their just and 
legitimate struggle against the illegal occupation of their 
territory by South Africa and for the enjoyment of their 
inalienable rights to self-determination and national 
independence.” 

163. In its continuous aggression against the People’s 
Republic of Angola, the racist South African army has repeatedly 
used methods which are a clear violation of the laws and customs of 
war, as codified in the 1907 Hague Convention, the 1949 Geneva 
Conventions and the 1977 Additional Protocol. Indeed, the 
humanitarian law of war prohibits, in particular, attacks on purely 
civilian targets, the destruction and damaging of towns andvillages 
totally unjustified by military requirements, and ill-treatment and 
other needless suffering deliberately inflicted by the racist South 
African troops. 

164. All such acts are war crimes and crimes against 
humanity as defined by the Nuremberg Principles, which were 
recognised in the United Nations Genera1 Assembly resolution of 11 
December 1946 as principles of international law. 

165. Apart from South Africa’s international responsibility, 
as an aggressor State, international law also postulates the 
international penal responsibility of the individuals who committed 
the crimes. The Nuremberg Principles establish the following: 

“The official position of defendants, whether as Heads of State 
or responsible officials in Government Departments, shall not 
be considered as freeing them from responsibility or mitigating 
punishment.” “ The fact that the defendant acted pursuant to 
order of his Government or of a superior shall not free him 
from responsibility, but may be considered .in mitigation of 
punishment if the Tribunal determines that justice so 
requires.” 
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166. This international responsibility of South Africa, its 
leaders and its agents, for the practice of war crimes against 
humanity is also juridically applicable in the specific context of the 
war of aggression it is waging against the Namibian people and their 
legitimate representative, SWAPO. Indeed, the use of armed force 
against SWAP0 and the Namibian people constitutes an 
international armed conflict, to which the laws or customs of war 
are wholly applicable. In Article 1 of the Additional Protocol to the 
1949 Geneva Conventions relating to the Protection of Victims of 
International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), signed in Geneva on 10 
June 1977, it is specifically stated that the provisions of the Protocol 
apply to 

‘I armed conflicts in which peoples are fighting against 
colonial domination and alien occupation and against racist 
regimes in the exercise of their right of self-determination, as 
enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and the 
Declaration on the Principles of International Law concerning 
Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in 
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations.” 

Hence, members of SWAP0 are legitimate combatants under 
international law, and they are entitled to prisoner-of-war status 
when captured in combat, 

167. From all the foregoing, the behaviour of the racist South 
African regime cannot but be regarded as illegal, criminal and in 
violation of the most elementary norms and principles of 
international law. This behaviour implies, to the highest degreeand 
with the utmost gravity, the international responsibility of the racist 
South African government and-not only as regards aggression 
against the People’s Republic of Angola and other sovereign 
neighbouring States, but also because of the occupation and 
domination of Namibia and the oppression of the South African 
people and their subjection to apartheid-fully justifies that the 
Security Council, in its responsibility for the maintenance of 
international peace and security, should immediately impose on the 
Pretoria regime the comprehensive mandatory sanctions provided 
for in Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter. 
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Only thus will it be possible to put an end to the barbarousness 
and criminal bestiality of the most loathsome regime in the world. 

This is an irrefutable demand of the universal legal conscience, 
the international community and the peoples of the whole world. 
who aspire to peace, justice and freedom! 

46 



APPENDIX 

SUMMARY OF ACTS OF AGGRESSION COMMITTED 
AGAINST THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA DURING 

THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 1982 

I. In the first half of 1982 the occupation of n large strip of Angolan territory 
south of the Cunene River continued, while there was at the same time a 
substantial increase in enemy actions apainst milirary and civilian rargels. 
against the population and economic targets. 

Meanwhile. an increased number of ground reconnaissance operations and 
themassingoftroopsandall kindsofequipmrntonrhe borderindicaledthata 
new big invasion of the territory of the People’s RepublicofAngola was being 
prepared. 

2. During this peciod, South African Sorccs carried out 375 reconnaissance 
flights. 16 bombing and strafing raids, 85 landings of heliborne troops. 2 
shelling incidents. 5 ground reconnaissance operations and 37 build-ups of 
troops and material. 

3. Principal actions were as follows: 

2 January - South African troops supported by 3 helicopters attacked a 
combinedgroup(FAPLA-FAR) in IheareaoftheMujombefarm.resullingin 
one Cuban soldier killed and a Cuban soldier missing. 

IS Janusry - South African troops ambushed 2 FAPLA vehicles in the area of 
Chicusse, resulting in I FAPLA killed, I FAPLA wounded. 2 FAPLA missing 
and 2 vehicles destroyed. 

19 January - FAPLA shot down a South African Puma helicopter in the area 
between Chiede and Namacunde. 

21 Jpnusry - Three Soulh African Mirages strafed a FAPLA vehicle on the 
Cahama-Chicusse road. 

7 February - There were a number of bombing raids in fhc Mujomhe area. 

8Febrwry- FAPLA shot downasouth African Puma helicoplerbetween Uia 
and Mujombe. killing its occupants. 

16 February - South African troops mined the Uia area. They ambushed a 
FAPLA group in the same area, wounding 7. 
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21 February - South African troops, comprising 2W armed men with 
armoured cars, massed in the area of Catcquero and Humbc. 

1 March - Hclibornc South African troops landed in the Catcquero area. 

6 March - Ground attack against FAPLA south of Chipclongo. 

4 April - Four South African Mirages attacked Chibcmba, wounding a 
civilian. 

21 April - Two South African aircraft bombed Mulondo. resulting in I 
FAPLA killed, 2 FAPLA wounded and 2 children killed. 

26 April - Bombing of Mupa, resulting in I civilian killed and 6 civilians 
wounded. 

27 April - 3 FAPLA vehicles strafed on the Cahama-Chicussc road, killing 3 
FAPLA, wounding 9 and destroying 3 vehicles. 

14 May - Ten SAAF aircraft bombed the municipality of Jamba and the 
surrounding area, resulting in 7 civilians killed, I civilians wounded, a power 
station destroyed and a village destroyed. 

IS May - A group of 4 to 6 Mirages bombed FAPLA positions in the Cuvango 
area. At the same time there was a further air attack on Jamba. this time 
repelled by FAPLA. 

16 May-South African aircraft bombed Cahama at about 05.30. resulting in 6 
FAPLA killed, I4 FAPLA wounded and 2 vehicles destroyed. Three South 
African aircraft were shot down and crashed in areas occupied by South 
African troops. 

At about 16.30, 6 Mirages again bombed Cahama. resulting in I FAPLA 
killed and 3 FAPLA wounded. A plane was shot down. 

22 June - Hclibornc South African troops landed on the Cahama-Chibemba 
road and ambushed a FAPLA vehicle. 

23 June - A group of South African troops landed from two Puma helicopters 
on the Mulondo-Kiteve road. Owing tu FAPLA’s reaction, they fled thearea, 
leaving behind them engineering equipment. 

4. Taken as a whole, South Africa’s aggressive actions caused the following 
casualtiesand damage: 23 FAPLA killed, I Cuban killed, lOcivilians killed, 53 
FAPLA wounded. I4 civilians wounded. 16 FAPLA missing, I Cuban 
missing. 7 vehicles destroyed. I bridge destroyed, I raft destroyed, I power 
station destroyed, I village destroyed. 

On the other hand. Angolan anti-aircraft guns shot down 2 South African 
helicopters and 4 South African Impala Mk-2 aircraft. 
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ANNEX I 

TABLES SHOWING MATERIAL DAMAGE 

I. Period from 27 March 1976 lo 11 June 1979 
KZ 

Agriculture and livestock 4305495000 
Construction 654314384 
Transport facilities, machinery and 

various material I 595 208 5643 
Fisheries 536 298 500 
Commercial sector 431 606990 
Administration and services 1 339 144 908 

TOTAL 8 861 887 056 

2. Period lrom 11 June 1979 lo 31 December 1980 

Agriculture and livesrock 
Losses from unmarkcrcd cattle 
Losses from misappropriated cattle 
Destruction of buildings. crops abandoned 

and cattle slaughtered 
SUB-TOTAL 

Indurlry 
‘Damage to I2 factories in the Lubango area 

Consrrucrion 
Damage to railway line and tunnel in 

the Serra da Leba 
Other bridges destroyed 

SUB-TOTAL 

Transporr fociliries 
Vehicles destroyed and damaged 

Fisheries 
Activities not carried out 

Commercial secmr 
Buildings and goods destroyed 

Health 
Destruction of medical posts and centres, 

medicines and hospital equipment 

EdUCll1i0ll 
Destruction of I5 schools, 2 students’ 

hostels and assorted material 

TOTAL 
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72OMK)OCQ 
37OfJOooo 

486 000 000 
I 243 000 000 

370 261060 I2 254 I68 

680 976 948 
340 I39 000 

1021 116000 33 796 I.21 

635 699 492 21039 898 

I51 070000 5Oa3OOu 

381 906 000 12640000 

114801 629 3799617 

40084374 1 326 682 

us 
142 5WJOCNl 
21 656000 

52 797 000 
17750000 
14 285 000 
44 322 OW 

293 304 000 

3 957 939 503 230 996 805 
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3. Perkd from 1 Janunry 1981 to 31 December 1981 
Agriculrum and livesrock 
Destruction of crops. reduction of 

cultivated areas 28OOOOOOW 
Cattle killed and misappropriated 680c+O000 
Unmarkcted cattle 84OooOOOO 
Destruction of buildings and equipment 8OGQOOLW 

SUB-TOTAL 44OOoOOOw 

Industry ondJisheries 
Activities stopped or not carried out 

Construction 

455 000 m 

Damaging of Xangongo brid8e and other 
bridges and highways 8750000@3 

Destruction of machinery and equipment 146500ooO 
SUB-TOTAL 1021500OQO 

Tmuporc faciliries 
Destruction and damaging of vehicles 8499aOOOtl 

Trade and supplies@ rhcpopulorion 
Destruction of buildings containing stocks 

of foodstuffs and other consumer articles 
and disappearance of sums of money 48OOOOOlM 

Adminisrration. services and housing 
Destruction of infrastructure of towns and 

villages. (Ngivs, Cahama. Xangongo etc.). 
including houses, schools, hospitals 3500000000 

Luanda oil rqinery 

Repair Ofdamage caused by sabotage 379 185 700 
LOSKS from non-export of fuel 725 136 OCKl 

SUB-TOTAL II04321 700 

TOTAL II 790569000 

4. General Assessment of Damage (1975-1981) 

144966ooO 

I5059300 

33800000 

28 130000 

I5890000 

ll584OOMt 

36 550000 

390 235 300 

1975/76 
1976/79 

US8 
202433:&X 67oOOOOOCKt 

8861887056 293 304 000 
1979180 3 957 938 505 230 9% 80s 
1981 II 790569ooO 390 235 300 

GRAND TOTAL 227 044 194 559 7 614 536 I05 
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ANNEX 2 

DATA ON THE CONSEOUENCES OF THE INVASION OF 
AUGUST 1981 ESTABLISH‘ED BY THE MISSION OF INQUIRY 

COORDINATED BY UNDRO, 

Table l-Assessment of Displaced Populstlon after the lnvaskm 

BiC - 37,500 52,500 60,CQO 
Huambo 134,OaO - 33.500 46,900 53.6cm 
BCllgUCla 47,000 - 1 I.750 16.450 18.800 
Hllih 70,000 + 17,000 17,500 24,500 28,wO 
CUIMX I60.000 +114.000 40,000 56,OQO 64,lWO 
Kuando Kubango 20,000 - 5,000 7.000 8,ooo 

TOTAL 58 1,000 +131.000 145,250 203,350 232,400 

Table Z-Population Alfected by Drought 

Number of pcrsoIIs afkctcd 

PrOVillCc Total Men WOllE” Children 
- 

BiC 78,Ornl 19,500 27,300 31.200 
Benguela 65,000 16,250 22,750 26,000 
HUih 66,wO 16,500 23,100 26.400 
Cuncne 18,ooo 4,500 6,300 7,200 
Kuando Kubango 30.0@3 7,500 10,scQ 12,000 
Mwilmedcr 6.C’M I.500 2,100 2.400 

TOTAL 263.000 65.750 92,050 ~105.200 
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Table 3-Total Aflected Populntlon Lacking Assistance 

BiC 
Huambo 
BengUCla 
HI& 
CUllClX 
Kuando Kubango 
Mo&medes 

Number of persons affected 

Total MC” Women Children 

I50.000 37,500 52,500 60,000 
134,ooo 33,500 46,900 53,600 
65,000 16,250 22,750 26,000 

I16.000 29,000 40,600 46,403 
160,000 40,000 56,000 64,000 
30,cQo 7,500 10,500 12,000 

6,000 1,500 2,100 2,400 

TOTAL 66 I.000 165,250 231,350 264,400 

Sowee: Report of the Multi-Agency Pact-Finding Mission 
(29 Auguscl, Scptcmbcr ,981). published by “NDRO, 
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ANNEX 3 

STATEMENT OF THE POLITICAL BUREAU OF THE 
MPLA-WORKERS’ PARTY ON SOUTH AFRICAN AGGRESSION 

AGAINST THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA 

As is widely known, starting in early June the People’s Republic of 
Angola has again been the victim of a large-scale attack by racist South 
African troops which. in view of the scale of the material and manpower 
resources used and the depth ofpenetration into our country, hasdefacfo 
assumed the pwportions of an invasion of the free and sovereign lcrritory 
of Angola. 

The pretext used to legitimise this gross violation of the most 
elementary and internationally recognised rights of sovereignty and 
independence is intended to divert attention from the true objectives of 
imperialism, which the racist regime in South Africa is faithfully carrying 
out. 

On the one hand. the purpose is a; all costs to cause the political, social 
and economic destabilisation of the People’s Republic of Angola, in a vain 
attempt to prevent the consolidation and advance of our People’s 
Democratic Revolution and the consequent establishment of a socialist 
regime in a region of the world which is particularly important in the 
context of the global strategy of imperialism. 

The achievement of this objective involves the systematic destruction 
of goods and equipment needed for the economic and social 
reconstruction process in our country, and the constant nmssacre and 
bombing of the defenceless population in the southern part ofour country. 
aimed at spreading terror and intimidation, lessening the people’scapacity 
to respond to the watchwords of the MPLA-Workers’ Party and 
demobilising them for the struggle. If these purposes were achieved, 
conditions would be created making it easier to introduce the Unita puppet 
bands whose main support is the Pretoria regime. 

On the other hand, because the irreversible course ofhistorypoints to 
an imminent solution to the problem to Namibia’s independence, the racist 
South African authorities are desperately seeking to destroy the rearguard 
forces of the SWAP0 combatants and to weaken them militarily by 
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disrupting their guerrilla units and demoralising their combatants. This 
activity is intended to neutralise SWAP0 and put it at a disadvantage in 
forthcoming negotiations within the framework of United Nations 
resolutions on Namibia’s independence, thus prcventingtheliberatedarea 
of mankind from being expanded by the establishment of another anti- 
imperialist regime in Southern Africa. 

The vital importance assumed by this region of our continent, which 
explains all the imperialist aggressiveness against the People’s Republic of 
Angola and SWAPO, and all the overt and covert manoeuvres to defend 
the South African regime, stems not only from the region’s privileged 
geographical position for controlling the South Atlantic, but also from the 
important reserves of strategic raw materials in its sub-soil. The survival of 
the world imperialist system itself depends to a great extent on the control 
of these raw materials, on which the development of advanced industry. 
and more particularly of military industry, is based. If we bear in mind the 
growing scarcity of mining resources in the world. principally as regards 
strategic raw materials, and the fact that Southern Africa is the richest 
mineral region of our continent, it is easy to understand why imperialism 
and its agents are acting particularly aggressively in this region. 

It is within this context that we must see the recent South African 
invasion of OUT country, to which the Angolan people and their armed 
wing. FAPLA. were able to give an adequate response. Once again the 
defeated South African troops were obliged to leave behind them a trail of 
desolation and death, innumerable innocent lives cut short, the destruction 
of schools, highways and hospitals, and the theft ofcattle and all kinds of 
goods and equipment. 

But the despair of the racists does not help them to learn the lessons of 
history, as shown by the recent attack on the municipality of Calai, in 
Kuando Kubango Province. 

The complicity of western powers in these occurrences has been 
proved not only by the compromising silence shown during the invasion, 
but also by a number of other factors such as the coincidence of South 
African aggression against our country with reports that the US Congress 
is authorising the American executive to continue its aid to the Unita 
puppet grouping, and traitor Jonas Savimbi’s recent trip to London. 

However, the patriotic way in which the entire people of Angola rose 
up from Cabinda to the Cunene to crush the recent South African 
aggression makes us certain of the continuity of the revolution and of the 
readiness of the Angolan working people to make whatever sacrifices are 
needed to put into effect our socialist option and keep the torch of 
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proletarian internationalism burning bright. 

The Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the 
MPLA-Workers’ Party praises’ the action of all the combatants in the 
military and para-military forces for the victory achieved over the South 
African invading army and. on behalf of all the Angolan people, expresses 
its appreciation for the fighting capacity they have shown, the degree of 
resistance when put to the test, and the high political consciousness and 
revolutionary morality of the fighters in the face of the powerful racist war 
machine. 

The Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the 
MPLA-Workers’ Party also hails the courage and serenity of the martyred 
population of the provinces of Cunene and Kuando Kubango, who 
remained at their work posts confident of the action of our armed forces, 
and the patriotic spirit shown by the Angolan people everywhere iuthe 
country who in huge public demonstrations reaffirmed their fidelity tothc 
political line of our Party and to Comrade President Jose Rduardo do6 
Santos. The enormous demonstration ofthe Angolan youth is unequivocal 
proof that the Angolan Revolution will continue its triumphant advance to 
final victory. 

We once again reaff%m our desire to contribute to a peaceful solution 
of the’ problem of Namibia’s independence, within the framework of 
United Nations Security Council Resolution 435, and we demand that the 
appropriate international bodies take adequate measures to oblige the 
racist South African Government to respect and fulfil decisions taken by 
the United Nations. 

We take this opportunity to express thanks for the countless proofs of 
militant solidarity shown by countries and political organisations that 
have raised their voices to condemn the South African racists’ acts of 
aggression against our country. 

The Angolan people, their vanguard Party, the MPLA-Workers’ 
Party and the Government of the People’s Republic of Angola reafftrm 
their full support for SWAPO, the sole legitimate representative of the 
Namibian people fighting colonialism, imperialism and racism, and their 
commitment to the freedom struggle of all peoples still oppressed and 
exploited. 

The Struggle Continues! 
Victory is Certain! 

Luanda, 31 July 1980. 



ANNEX 4 

UNlTRD NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 

RESOLUTION 381(1916) 
Adopted by tbe Secwlty Counctl at Its 1906th meeting on 31 March 1976 

rite Security Coundl, 

Having considered the letter of the Permanent Representative of Kenya on behalf of 
the African Group of States at the United Nations, 

Having heard the statement of the representative of the People’s Republic of 
AllgCh, 

Rkdltng the principle that no State or group of States has the right to intervene. 
directly or indirectly. for any reason whatever, in the internal or external affairs of 
any other State, 

Recalling also the inherent and lawful right of every State, in the exercise of its 
sovereignty, to request assist4nce from any other State or group of States, 

Bearing in mind that all Member States must refrain in their international relations 
from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity OT political 
independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes 
of the United Nations. 

Grove/y concerned at the acts of aggression committed by South Africa against the 
People’s Republic of Adgola and the violation of its sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, 

Condemning the utilisation by South Africa of the international Territory of 
Namibia to mount that aggression, 

Gravely concerned also at the damage and destruction done by the South African 
invading forces in Angola and by their seizure of ,Angolan equipment and 
materials, 

Noting the letter of the Pormancnt Representative of South Africa regarding the 
withdrawal of South African troops. 

1. Condemns South Africa’s aggression against the People’s Republic of Angola. 

2. Demands that South Africa sc~pulously respect the independence, sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of the People’s Republic of Angola. 
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3. Demands also that South Africa desist from the utilisation of the international 
Territory of Namibia to mount provocative or aggressive acts against the 
People’s Republic of Angola or any other neighbouring African State. 

4. Calls upon the Government of South Africa to meet the just claims of the 
People’s Republic of Angola for a full compensation for the damage and 
destruction inflicted on its State and for the restoration of the equipment and 
materials which its invading forces seized. 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to follow the implementation of the prcscnt 
resolution. 

(Adopted by nine votes to none, with 
five abstentions-United States of 
America. France, Italy, Japan cud 
Great Britain.) 

RESOLUTION 420 (197g) 
Adoptstl by the Security Council at Its 207gth mntlng on 6 May 1970 

‘Ike Sscudly Couadl 
Having considered the letter dated 5 May 1978 from the Pemtancnt Rcprcsentativc 
of Angola transmitting a communication from the First Vice-Prime Minister ofthc 
Pcoplc’s Republic of Angola (S/12690) and the letter dated 5 May from the 
Permanent Representative of Zambia on behalf of the Group of African States at 
the United Nations (S/12693). 

Having heard the statctncnt of the Permanent Representative of Angola, 

&wing heard the statcmcnt of Mr. Sam Nujoma, President of the South West 
Africa People’s Organisation. 

Bering in mind that all Mcmbcr States arc obliged to refrain in their international 
relations from the threat or use of force against the sovereignty, territorial integrity 
or political independence of any State and from acting in any manner inconsistent 
with the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations. 

Recalling its resolution 387 (1976) of 31 March 1976 in which, inter alia, it 
condemned South Africa’s aggression against the People’s Republic ofAngolaaud 
dcmandcd that South Africa scrupulously rcspcct the independence. sowcignty 
and territorial integrity of the People’s Republic of Angola, 

Grave/y concerned at the armed invasions wmmittcd by South Africa in.violation 
of the sovcrcignty. air space and territorial integrity of the People’s Republic of 
Angola and in particular the armed invasion of Angola carried out on4 May 1978, 

Grieved E# the tragic loss of human lives, including those of Namibia refugees in 
Angola. caused by the South African invasion of Angolan territory. 

Concemea also at lhc damage and destruction done by the South African forces in 
Angola, 

ReqfJirndng the inalienable right of the peqple of Namibia to sclfdctennination 
and indcpkdcnce in accordance with General Assembly rekolution 1514 (XV) of 
14 Dccembcr 1960 and the legitimacy of their struggle to sccurc the enjoyment of 
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such ri@tra a8 set forth in the ChaQer. 

Rqflrmhg that the liberation of Namibia k one ,of the prerequisites for the, 
attainment of justice and lasting peace in Southern Africa and for the furtherance 
of international pack and scourity, 

Rslfemring iu gwe concern at South Africa’s brutal repression of the Namibiaa 
people and its persistent violation of their human rights as well PB it8 effort8 to 
destroy the national unity and territorial integrity of Namibia and its aggrwsive 
military build-up in the area, 

Req#lrmhg its condemnation of the militarisation of Namibia by the illegal 
occupation regime of South Africa, 

1. Strong/y condemns the latest armed invasion perpetrated by the South African 
racist regime againa the People’s Republic of Angola, which constitutes a 
flagrant violation of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Angola; 

2. Condemns equally strongly South Afxica’s utilisation of the international 
Territory of Namibia od II springboard for amted invasions of the People’8 
Republic of Angola; 

3. Demands the immediate and unconditional withdnwal of all South African 
force8 from Angola; 

4. Furfk dcmnndr that South Africa scmpulously respect the independence, 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the People’s Republic of Angola ; 

S. Reqijlnns its support for the just and legitimate stiggle of the people of 
Namibia for the attainment of their freedom and indepmdencc and for the 
maintenance of the territorial integrity of their country; 

6. Commends the People’s Republic of Angola for its continued support of the 
people of Namibia in their just and legitimate struggle; 

7. Dema& that South Africa put an end to its illegal occupation of Namibia 
without further delay. in compliance with relevant Security Council 
Molutions, in particular resolution 385 (1976) of 30 January 1976: 

8. DeeIdes to meet again in the event offunh~pclaofviolrtiooofth~sovcrcilprty 
and territorial integrity of the Peoplds Republic of Angola by the South 
African racia regime in order to consider the adoption of more effective 
nteasures. in accordance with the appropriate provisions of the Charter of the 
United Nations, including Chapter VII thereof. 

(Adopted unanimously.) 

RESOLUTION U7 (1979) 

Adopted by tbr Stcnrlty Couacll at Ita 2139tb matlag 01128 Mar& 1979 

Tk c3ecmdty CouDdl, 
Having con$dmd the. request of the Permanent Rcpnsentativc of Angola 
contained in document S/13176, PO well 88 his letter dated I6 March 1976 
transmitting the text of a mmmuniqut issued by the Mioiatry or Defence of the 
Pwple’s Republic of Angola. 
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Having heard the statement of the Vice-President ofthc South West Africa People’s 
Organisation, 

Recalling its resolution 387 (1976) of 31 March 1976, by which, inter nlia. it 
condemned South Africa’s aggression against thePeople’sRcpublicof Angolaand 
demanded that South Africa scrupulously respect the independence, sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of the People’s Republic of Angola, 

Bearing in mind its resolution 428 (1978) of 6 May 1978, by which, inter alit. it 
solemnly warned that, in the event of further acts of violation of the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of Angola, it would meet again in order to consider the 
adoption of more effective measures in accordance with the appropriate provisions 
of the Charter of the United Nations, including Chapter VII thereof, 

Gravely concerned at the premeditated, persistent and sustained armed invasions 
committed by South Africa in violation of the sovereignty. air space and territorial 
integrity of the People’s Republic of Angola, 

Convinced that the intensity and timing of these acts of armed invasion are intended 
tu frustrate efforts at negotiated settlements in southern Africa. particularly in 
regard tu the implementation of Security Council resolutions 385 (1976) of 30 
January 1976 and 435 (1978) of 29 September 1978. 

Grieved at the tragic and mounting loss in human life, including that of civilians 
and Namibia” refugees in Angolaand other front-lineStatcs,andconcemedabout 
the damage and wanton destruction of property caused by the South African 
armed invasions of Angola launched from Namibia, a territory which South Africa 
illegally occupies, 

Rea#irming the inalienable right of the people of Namibia to self-determination 
and independence in accordance with resolutions 385 (1976)and435(1978) andall 
other relevant resolutions of the United Nations, and the legitimacy of their 
struggle to secure the exercise of such rights as set forth in these resolutions, 

Rcaflrming also its condemnation of South Africa’s continued illegal occupation 
of Namibia and the militarisation of the territory. through which it persists in its 
suppression of the legitimate aspirations of the Namibia” people to self- 
determination and independence as well as in its armed invasions against 
neighbouring African States, 

1. Condemns strongly the racist regime of South Africa, for its premeditated, 
persistent and sustained armed invasions of the People’s Republic of Angola, 
which constitute a flagrant violation of the sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of that country as well as a serious threat to international peace and security; 

1. Condemns strongly also South Africa’s utilisation of the international territory 
of Namibia as a springboard for armed invasion and destabilisation of the 
People’s Republic of Angola; 

3. Demands that South Africa cease immediately its provocative armed invasions 
against the People’s Republic of Angola and that it respect forthwith the 
independence. sovereignty and territorial integrity of that country; 

4. Commends the People’s Republic of Angola and other front-line States for their 
steadfast support of the people of Namibia in their just and legitimate struggle 
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against the illegal occupation of their territory by South Africa and for the 
eniovment of their inalienable riahts t” selfdetermination and national 
independence; 

Requests Member States urgently t” extend all necessary assistance t” the 
People’s Republic of Angola and other front-line States, in order to strengthen 
their defence capacities; 

Requests the Secretary-General to obtain available information from the 
People’s Republic of Angola on the human casualties and material and other 
damage resulting from repeated acts of aggression committed by the racist 
regime of South Africa; 

Further requests the Secretary-General to submit such information to the 
Security Council not later than 30 April 1979,,in order to enable it to determine 
the most effective sanctions in accordance with the appropriate provisions of 
the Charter of the United Nations so as to ensure the cessation by South Africa 
of its acts of aggression againit Angola and other front-line States. 

(Approved by 12 votes t” none, with 
three abstentions-United States of 
America, France and Great Britain.) 

RESOLUTION 454 (1979) 
Adopted by the Security Council at its 2170th meeting on 2 November 1979 

The seeurlty Council, 
Having considered the request of the Permanent Representative of Angola 
contained in document S/13595, as well as his note dated 31 October 1979 
transmitting the text of a communiqu6 issued by the Political Bureau of the Central 
Committee of the MPLA-Workers’ Party (S/135900). 
Having heard the statement of the Permanent Representative of the People’s 
Republic of Angola, 
Recollhg its resolutions 387 (1976) of 31 March 1976 and 447 (1979) of28 March 
1979, by which, inter alia, it condemned South Africa’s aggression against the 
People’s Republic of Angola and demanded that South Africa should sc~pulously 
rsespect the independence. sovereignty and territorial integrity of the People’s’ 
Republic of Angola. 
Grwely concerned at the premeditated. persistent and sustained armed invasions 
committed by South Africa in violation of the sovereignty. air space and territorial 
integrity of the People’s Republic of Angola, 
Convinced that theintensity and timing oftheseactsofarmedinvasion are intended 
to frustrate efforts at negotiated settlements in southern Africa. particularly in 
regard t” the implementation of Security Council resolutions 385 (1976) of 30 
January 1976and 435 (1978) of 29 September 1978, 
Grieved at the tragic loss in human life and concerned about the damage and 
destruction of property resulting from the repeated acts of aggression committed 
by South Africa against the People’s Republic of Angola, 
Gravely concerned that these wanton acts of aggression by South Africa form a 
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consistent and sustained pattern of violations aimed at weakening the unrelenting 
suppun given by the front-line States to the movements for freedom and national 
liberation of the pcoplcs of Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa, 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Strongly condemns South Africa’s aggression against the People’s Republic of 
Angola; 
Call8 upon the Government of South Africa to cease immediately all acts of 
aggression and provocation against the .People’s Republic of Angola and 
forthwith to withdraw all its smcd foras from Angola; 
Demands that South Africa sc~pulously respect the independence. sovereignty 
aad territorial integrity of the People’s Reputilic of Angola; 
Demands also that South Africa desist forthwith from the utilisation of 
Namibia, a territory which it illegally occupies, to launch acts of aggression 
against the People’s Republic of Angola or other neighbouring African States: 
Requests Member States urgently to extend all necessary assistance to the 
People’s Republic of Angola and other front-line States. in order to strengthen 
their defence capacities; 
Decides to remain seized of the matter. 

(Adopted by 12 votes to none. with 
three abstentions--United States of 
America. France and Great Britain.) 

RJ?.SOLUTlON 475 (1980) 
Adopted by tbc Securtty Council at Its 2240th meeting on 17 June 1980 

llw S@curtty Coundl, 
Having consldcred the request by the Permanent Representative of Angola 
contained in document S/14022, in which he requested the convening of an urgent 
meeting of the Security Council, 
Having heard the statement of the Permanent Representative of Angola. 
Reca//ing its resolutions 387 (1976).428(1978).447(1979)and454(1979), bywhich 
it, fnler alla, cpndemncd South Africa’s aggression against the People’s Republic of 
An@! and demanded that South Africa scrupulously respwt the independence, 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the People’s Republic of Angola, 
Grave/y concerned at the escalation of hostile, unprovoked and persistent acts of 
aggression and sustained armed invasions committed by the racist regime ofSouth 
Africa in violation of the sovereignty, air space and territorial integrity of the 
People’s Republic of Angola, 
Convinced that the intouesityand timingofthcscactsofarmedinvasion areintended 
to frustrate etTorts at negotiated settlements in southern Africa, particularly in 
re@rd to the implementation of Security Council resolutions 385 (1976) and 435 
U976). 
Grfewd at the tragic loss in human life, mainly that of civilians, and concerned 
about the damage and destruction of propeny. including bridges and livestock. 
resulting from the escalated acts of aggression and armed incursions by the racist 
regime of South Africa against the People’s Republic of Angola. 
Gravely concerned that these wanton acts of aggression by South Africa form P 
consistent and sustained pattern of violations aimed at weakening the unrelenting 
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suppot% given by the front-line States to the movements for freedom and national 
liberation of the peoples of Namibii and South Africa, 
Con.~clow of the need to take effective measures to maintain international peace 
and security, 
1. Sfmngly condemns the racist regime of South Africa for its premeditated, 

persistent and sustained amred invasions of the People’s Republic of Angola. 
which constitutesaflagrant violstionofthcsovereigntyand tcrritorialintegrity 
of that country as well as a serious threat to international pera and security; 

2. Strongly condemns also South Africa’s utilisation ofthc international Territory 
of Namibia as a springboard for armed invasions end destabilisation of the 
People’s Republic of Angola; 

3. Demondr that South Africa should withdraw forthwith all its military forocs 
from tbc territory of the People’s Republic of Angola, cease all violations of 
Angola’s air space and. henceforth. sc~pulously respect the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of the People’s Republic of Angola; 

4. CONS upon all States to implement fully the arms embargo imposed against 
South Africa in Security Council resolution 418 (1977); 

5. Reques:r Member Stats urgently to extend all necessary assistance ta the 
People’s Republic of Angola and the other front-line States. in order to 
strengtbcn their defence capacities in the face of South Africa’s acts of 
aggression against these countries; 

6. Calls for the payment by South Africa of full and adequate compensation to the 
People’s Republic of Angola for the damage to life and property resulting from 
these acts of aggression; 

7. Decides to meet again in the event offurtheractsofviolation ofthcsovereignty 
and territorial integrity of the People’s Republic of Angola by the South 
African racist regime, in order to consider the adoption of more effective 
measures in swxdance with the appropriate provisions of the Charter ofthc 
United Nations. including Chapter VII thereof; 

8. Decides to remain seized of the matter. 

(Adopted by I2 votes to none, with 
three abstentions--United States of 
America, France and Great Britain.) 
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ANNEX 5 

SECOND SESSION OFTHE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 
INTO THE CRIMES OF THE RACIST AND APARTHEID REGIMES IN 

SOUTHERN AFRICA (Luanda, 30 January-3 February 1981) 

CONCLUSIONS 
The International Commission of Inquiry into the Crimes of the Racist and 
Apartheid Regimes in Southern Africa held its second session from 30 January to 3 
February 1981 in Luanda, People’s Republic of Angola. 

This, session was attended by the Commission members and by different 
personalities and representatives of various organisations coming from 28 
countries of Europe. Africa, Asia and the Americas. 

In concluding the second session, the International Commission of Inquiry has 
drawn attention to the universally recognised legal principles on which its action is 
based. It has gathered such information whichshowsadeftanceof these principles. 
It has drawn legal conclusions of vital importance and proposed measures which 
make it possible to restore both justice and international legality. 

I. Legal Background 
The Charter of the United Nations, the Principles set forth by the Nuremberg 
International Military Tribunal, the Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime ofGenocide, the Universal Declaration ofHuman Rights 
and the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the 
Crime of Apartheid, as well as many resolutions and decisions adopted by the 
United Nations, all these solemn instruments necessarily lead to the conclusion that 
apartheid is a crime under international law. 

Namibia enjoys, in fact, the status of an international territory and was placed 
under the direct responsibility of the United Nations by General Assembly 
resolution 2145 (XXI) adopted on 27 October 1966. That the contbiuous presence 
of the South African authorities is illegal and all measures taken by those 
authorities are equally illegal and invalid was reafimxd by the Security Council in 
its resolution 276 (1980) of 30 January 1980. 

Therefore. the acts of violation and the contempt displayed by the South African 
regime for the body ofinternational law established since 1950 by the International 
Court of Justice, the General Assembly, the Security Council and various other 
organs and bodies of the United Nations, and by many international conventions, 
have placed it in flagrant violation of all the principles and standards universally 
recognised by international society. 
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Il. Flndlngs 
The International Commission of Inquiry at the second session in Luanda. had the 
opportunity to gather information and establish certain facts during its session. 

1. The reports submitted by the representatives of the People’s Republic of 
Angola. of the Namibian people (South West Africa People’s 
Organisation-SWAPO) and ofthc majority of the population ofSouth Africa 
(African National Congress of South Africa-ANC). the testimony of many 
witnesses; the observation of the missions carried out on I February 1981 in 
Lubango, Xangongo and Cuamato in the Cunene region near the Namibian 
frontier and on the same day in the Kwanza Sul (Kalulo) Namibia” refugee 
camp 250 km from Luanda; the visit to the Central Military Hospital have 
enabled the Commission tn draw die following conclusions, which confirm and 
complete the results obtained by the International Commissionof Inquiry into 
the acts of aggression perpetrated by South Africa against the People’s 
Republic of Angola. which visited Angola from 6-13 August 1980. (United 
Nations Centre Against Apartheid, Notes and Documents No. 2/81.) 

2. Armed attacks, raids and temporary military occupation of the territory by the 
South African army (penetrating as deep as I50 km) and violation of Angolan 
air space perpetrated by these forces stationed at the military bases in Namibia, 
are carried on systematically and almost daily. 

3. These attacks are aimed in particular against the industrial and agricultural 
infrastructure and against all means of communication in order to paralyse the 
economic system and, consequently, tn create a state of permanent insecurity 
with the aim of destabilising the People’s Republic of Angola. 

4. This undeclared war is directly affecting large sections of the civilian 
population. who are victims of bombing, assassinations, abductions and 
torture. 

5. Torture. in its most inhuman form. is systematically used by the South African 
regime against both the Angola” prisoners, the SWAP0 and ANC combatants 
and sympathisers and even against the civilian population of these countries 

6. The arms and equipment used for war and repression by South Africa originate 
niainly from the United States of America. France, Belgium and other NATO 
member countries, as well as from Israel and from certain Latin American 
countries (through importation. manufacture under licence and fraud 
committed with export licences). Mercenaries of the .came origins are 
associated with or even integrated into.South African army units. 

7. The very ditlicult living conditions of the 50,000 Namibia refugees in Angola 
(notably in the fields of hygiene, health and education) are the direct 
consequences of the illegal measures taken in Namibia by the South African 
regime. 

III. Legal conclusions 
The International Commission of Inquiry therefore considers, from a legal point 
of view, that: 

I. South Africa by its acts of armed aggression systematically and on an immense 
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scale violates the sovereignty of the People’s Republic of Angola and the 
integrity of its territory. This justifies the application ofthesanctionsprovidcd 
in Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations. The People’s Republic of 
Angola suffers from an undeclared war by virtue of the scale and the repeated 
and unprovoked nature of South African aggression. This is coupled with an 
attempt to interfere in the internal affairs of the People*s Republic of Angola by 
maintaining and using UNITA as a supplement to the South African army and 
tu other mercenary forces to mask the aggression as a civil war. ThC same grave 
challenges to their sovereignty are suffered by the People’s Republic of 
Mozambique and by the Republic of Zambia and they threaten Zimbabwe 
which has recently become independent. 

2. The Government of South Africa has no right to justify its military actions by 
means of the rule of “hot pursuit” in search of SWAP0 and the ANC. Such a 
right does not exist in international law in relation to pursuit on land and is 
inconceivable from a territory occupied illegally. Moreover, acts of resistance 
against South Africa by the national liberation movements, recognised as 
legitimate by law, cannut in any fashion be legally identified as the”tcrrorism” 
which South Africa tries to rely upon. 

3. The recognised rights of the Namibian people rue violated in outrageous 
fashion by thesouth Africanoccupation. In fact. theTerritoryofNamibiafalls 
directly under the responsibility of the United Nations; the right of the 
Namibia people to independence has been recognised by the United Nations 
in accordance with resolution 1514 (XV) adopted by the General Assembly on 
14 December 1960. Only the Namibia” people have the right to exercise 
sovereignty u r this territory’s wealth and natural resources (Decree No. I of 
the United x” atmns Council for Namibia). South Africa’s occupation of 
Namibia is a violation of the fundamental principle of a people’s right to sclf- 
determination and it is a crime of aggression against the Namibian people. The 
x-called “government” set by up South Africa in Namibia is illegal. The sole 
authentic and internationally recognised representative of the Nomibian 
people is SWAPO. This is accepted by the United Nations and OAU and 
various government organisations. SWAP0 is based on total resistance 
including armed struggle and this entitles SWAP0 to the fullest international 
aid which it now demands. The use of armed force against SWAP0 and the 
Namibian people constitutes an international armed conflict and a serious 
challenge to the authority of the United Nations in this part of the world. The 
systematic massacres and torture carried out by South Africa against the 
population and the liberation movement lighters (who are treated worse than 
common criminals) are a violation of humanitarian law (the Hague 
Convention, the Geneva Convention of 1949 and the Additional Protocol of 
1977). Theyalsoconstituteanopenviolationofthe 194gUniversalDcclamtion 
of Human Rights and of the 1966 International Covenants on Civil and 
Political Rights. 

4. The repression of South Africa’s majority population within theframcworkof 
apartheid, considered by international law to be a crime against humanity, 
expresses in the clearest form South Africa’s colonialist nature and violates the 
rights of peoples to self-determination, South Africa’s majority population 
asserts itselfthrough a national liberation struggle and soestablishes its right to 
use all means. including armed struggle itself, and to benefit from all fortns of 
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international aid from States. intergovernmental and otheragencies. Members 
of the liberation movement (ANC) have the well-founded right tobcnclit from 
combatant status as defined in international conventions and from prisoner-of- 
war status when they arc captured in combat. Under all circumstances they 
have the right to benefit from declarations and conventions on Human Rights. 
The South African regime. which does not in any way fulfil its international 
obligations. thus openly violates thefundamcntalpreceptsofinternationallaw 
and must therefore fully shoulder the responsibility. 

The systematic and open violations of international law by the South African 
regime are only possible due to the direct and indirect complicity of a certain 
number of States which respect neither the spirit nor the letter of the United 
Nations resolutions and decisions, nor those of various international 
conventions. which are thus rendered ineffective. Certain NATO countries 
(notably the United States of America and France), Israel. China and certain 
Latin American and Caribbean States, together with transnational 
corporations supported by the big Western Powers, effectively provide South 
Africa and its army with the means to carry out their policies of apartheid and 
oppression. This complicity has reached the point of allowing South Africa to 
acquire nuclear military capability. The States which are the de/octo allies of 
the South African regime, as well as the transnational corporations which 
collaborate with it, thus contributeactively toturn South Africaintooneofthe 
main threats to the maintenance of peace and security in the world. They 
jeopardise the fundamental precepts of the Charter. 

IV. Recommendstlotta 
Consequently, the International Commission of Inquiry makes an urgent demand 
for the following measures: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Strict respect for the principles and rules of general international law. 
particularly those concerning the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
Angola and of the other front-line States and the protection of humanitarian 
law and human rights in southern Africa; 

The carrying out of resolutions concaning the right of the Namibian people, 
whose authentic representative is SWAPO. to self-determination, a 
requirement established by the United Nations since 1973 and the recent 
Geneva Conference on Namibia (January 198 I); the carrying out ofresolutions 
in favour of the right to self-determination of the people of South Africa; 
Effective application of sanctions already decided upon by the Security 
Council against South Africa. the application of sanctions provided for in 
Article 41 of the Charter (the breaking of economic relations and of all 
connection by rail, sea. air, post, telegraph, radio and other means of 
communication as well as severance of diplomatic relations), the oil embargo 
and forbidding of all nuclear collaboration having priority; 

Payment of indemnity by South Africa for all losses and damage caused by the 
acts of aggression against the People’s Republic of Angola and the front-line 
states; 

Pursuant to decisions taken by the Security Council, effective aid to the front- 
line States and national liberation movements to be guaranteed and increased 



as an international right and duty for all. 

Finally, taking into account the grave worsening of the situation, the International 
Commission of Inquiry appeals to governments. to all those international 
organisations both governmental and non-governmental and particularly to the 
International Red Cross and other humanitarian organisations, to intensify in 
catcrete terms their solidarity with the struggle against the crimes and acts of 
aggression of the apartheid rc#imc. 

Luanda. 3 February 1981 
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ANNEX 6 
STATEMENT OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE MPLA-WORKERS’ 
PARTY ON THE CONSTANT SOUTH AFRICAN AGGRESSION AGAINST 

ANGOLA 

Never since the historic year of 1976when the South African troops were forced 
to leave the country following the occupation started shortly before 
independence-have the acts of aggression against the People’s Republic of Angola 
attained the sante degree of intensity and continuity as over the past six months. 

The Central Committee of the MPLA-Workers’ Party, meeting in plenary session 
from 17 to 20 June, noted that this situation is directly connected with the arrogant. 
reactionary and militaristic policy of the new American administration and the 
complicity and manoeuvering of some western countries which, in the face of an 
undeclared war by the Pretoria regime, are seeking to justify their support for 
&tgolan puppets as a way of counterbalancing the help the Government of the 
People’s Republic of Angola, gives to the people of Namibia, led by their 
revolutionary vanguard, SWAPO. This attitude ignores OAU and UN resolutions 
and the international stipport enjoyed by SWAPO, since, in the retrograde view of 
those circles, that revolutionary organisation is put on an equal footing with the 
Angolsn puppet bands. 

There rue South Africans stationed in Namibia, near the Angolan border, like 
those at Dodge City, Delta Base and Omega Base. which are teeming with 
combined forces comprising South Africans, mercenaries from various countries 
and Angolan puppets, going by such names as Buffalo Regiment, Battalion 32 and 
Air Reconnaissance Squadron 17. These are military bases for aggression ag&nst 
the People’s Republic of Angola and basic.staging posts for South Africa’s 
scorched earth policy in the Angolan provinces of Cunene and Kuando Kubango. 

The violence of South African operations against Angola this year cannot be seen 
in isolation, as regards the decision-making or the action itself. It is closely bound 
up with the attempt to solve the problem of Namibian independence outside the 
framework of the United Nations and resolution 435/78, and the reactivation of 
the campaign by certain western news agencies against the alleged “Cuban and 
Soviet presence in Angola”, together with the attempt to link that presence with 
possible diflicultics in the early achievement of Namibian independence. It is also 
bound up with the attempt to strengthen Angolan puppet bands. as demonstrated 
by the recent discovery in Houston, Texas, of an illegal shipment of arms which was 
to have been sent to P band of Angolan puppets via Johannesburg. Neither can it be 
di%wiatal from the attempt to make Angola pay a high price for its support for 
SWAPO, forgetting that the independence and freedom of a people have no price 
and that the Angolan people stand firm in their decision to support the brother 
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people of Namibia, whatever the sacrifices entailed. This year those sacrifices have 
already been as follows: 

412 reconnaissance flights 
22 incidents of strafing from the air 
30 bombing raids 

II I landings of helibomc troops 
4 paratroop landings 
2 incidents of artillery shelling 

22 build-ups of forces and material 

in addition to hundreds of civilians and military killed and wounded. 
destruction of transport facilities and social and economic targets, 
demolition of six bridges, destruction of entire villages. including the Evale 
commune. and also destruction of roadway infrastructure in thesouth of the 
country. 

As stated by the President of the Party and the Republic, Comrade Jost Edtwdo 
dos Santos: “There is in fact deliberate action, an undeclared war waged with the 
intention of intimidating the Angolan people and destabilising our country and 
progressive countries in the region. This bellicose and terrorist policy of Pretoria is 
the main cause of the instability and lack of security in Southern Africa today.” 

Faced with these acts of the loathsome apartheid regime, clearly supported by the 
US administration and some European countries, the Angolan people, now as in 
the past, will know how to find the necessary strength to respond to the situation 
properly. 

In this respect. the Central Committee of the MPLA-Workers’ Party calls upon all 
the Angolan people, and Party members in particular. with P view to vigilance. 
greater engagement in daily tasks, austerity and giving priority to resources related 
to the country’s defence, combating laxity, disorganisation and indiscipline. 

The Central Committee of the MPLA-Workers’ Party alerts world opinion and 
calls for the strengthening of help and solidarity from African countries, socialist 
countries, non-aligned countries and progressive and democratic forces 
throughout the world, with a view to taking practical treasures against the 
aggression directed against a newly-independent African people who love peace. 
progress and freedom. 

The Angolan people, with the internationalist help of friendly peoples zutd 
governments, especially those who, in the ditlicult days following independence, 
made a decisive contribution towards halting the aggression of the combined forces 
of imperialism, will continue to show their revolutionary determination forged in 
the long struggle for national liberation. 

THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES 
VICTORY IS CERTAIN 

LUANDA, 20 JUNE 19Sl--“YEAR OF DISCIPLINE AND CONTROL” 

CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE MPLA-WORKERS’ PARTY 
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ANNEX 7 

STATEMENT OF THE COUNCIL OF hTINISTERS OF THE PEOPLE’S 
REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA (2 September 1901) 

In view of the gravity of the present situation in the southern part ofthe territory of 
the People’s Republic of Angola caused by the criminal invasion perpetrated by 
Pretoria’s fascist and racist military forces, the Angolan Head of State and 
Government has informed the appropriate international bodies and institutions of 
the facts of the brutal aggression and its unforeseeable consequences. 

Accordingly. in a message addressed to the UN Secretary-General he requested 
that an emergency meeting of the Security Council be called. with a view to taking 
the dfcctive measures required by the situation created which, apart from other 
considerations. constitutes flagrant violation of the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of the People’s Republic of Angola and a very serious threat to 
international pace and security. 

Despite tirm and unequivocal condemnations of the South African invasion and 
statements of solidarity by the nwst divene countries and national and 
international organisations. the Government of the United States of America had 
no hesitation in shamefully using its veto to oppose the adoption of B Security 
Council resolution which strongly condemned the racist Pretoria regime for 
persistent acts of aggression against the People’s Republic of Angola and the illegal 
use of’ the international territory of Namibia for armed invasions and 
destabilisation of the People’s Republic of Angola; demanded the immediate and 
unconditional withdrawal of South African troops from Angolan territory; called 
upon member States of the UN to give urgent material assistance to the People’s 
Republic of Angola to enable it to ensure its national independena. sovereignty 
and territorial integrity; called for the payment by the racist Pretoria regime offull 
and adequate compensation to the People’s Republic of Angola for the losses in 
human lives and material damage caused by the acts of aggression; and decided to 
impose comprehensive mandatory sanctions on the racist Pretoria regime, under 
Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations. 

The veto used by the Government of the United States of America is not only an 
avowed demonstration of its close alliance with the loathsome apartheid system 
and undeniable evidence of the negation of the human rights of which it haa 
cynically set itself up as the defender, but also an insolent challenge to the African 
community, in particular. and to the rest of the international community which luu 
strongly condemned the criminal South African invasion. 
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The Council of Ministers strongly denounces the shameful connivance of the 
Reagan Administration with the apartheid regime in the acts of aggression 
committed against the Angolan people and the People’s Republic of Angola, and 
consequently against Africa. and vigorously protests against the abuse of the right 
of veta by the Government of the United States of America, which shows total 
disregard for the efforts made by the Government of the People’s Republic of 
Angola with a view to the implementation of Security Council resolutions, 
especially resolution 435 (1978). 

The Council of Ministers of the People’s Republic of Angola, meeting in special 
session. notes that the conditions exist for invoking the provisions of Article 51 of 
the Charter of the United Nations. 

The Council of Ministers of the People’s Republic of Angola reaffirms its deep 
appreciation for the many expressions of condemnation of the South African 
invasion and the many demonstrations ofsolidarity with the Angolan people by the 
international community. 
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ANNEX 8 

JOINT ANGOLAN-CUBAN STATEMENT 
(4 February 1982) 

The presence of Cubnforces in Angola has been the subject of slanderous and 
malicious propaganda by the imperialists, especially the US imperialists who are 
shamefully tlying to link it with the Namibian independence process as a way of 
preventing the implementation of resolutions already adopted by the United 
Nations. 

In view of this situation, the Governments of Angola and Cuba regard it as their 
duty to make perfectly clear to world public opinion the rewms why Cuban forces 
are in Angola. 

They recall that the reason why they cam.?. at the request of President Agostinho 
Ncto, and the reason why the said forces have stayed in Angola, at the request of his 
government, was to cooperate with the People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation 
of Angola (FAPLA) in their training and in defending the territorial integrity and 
sovereignty of the People’s Republic of Angola;threatened and attacked by the 
South African racists and by imperialism and its mercenaries and puppets. 

With a view to achieving its plans to liquidate the Angolan revolutionary 
movement, on 14 October 1975 the Government of the United States of America 
sent the South African army against Angola, taking advantage of the fact of the 
racist South Africans’illegal occupation ofNamibia, whichstillpersists to thisday. 

In less than 20 days South African troops advanced mow than 700 km inside 
Angolan territory. Meanwhile, from the north foreign regular and mercenary 
forces were moving threateningly close to the capital. It was at that moment that 
Resident Agostinho Neto requested Cuban military cooperation. 

The heroic resistance of the Angolan people, supported by friendly internationalist 
forces, made it possible not only to halt the advance of the racist South African 
troops 200 km from Luanda, but to create conditions which obliged them to leave 
Angolan soil in March 1976. 

Tbe occupation of Angola by South Africa would have been a serious danger to 
States in the region. and indeed to all of independent Africa. 

Cuba’s internationalist help to the Angolan people in the resistance against the 
South African invaders was therefore a valuable contribution to the African 
people’s struggle against colonialism, racism and apartheid. 
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II 

Because these facts are in compliance with the principles and objectives of the Non- 
Aligned Movement, the 5th summit held in Sri Lanka in August 1976 
“congratulated the Government and people of Angola for their heroic and 
victorious struggle against the racist South African invaders and their allies aid 
praised the Republic of Cuba and other States which helped the Angolan people to 
frustrate the expansionist and colonialist strategy of the South African regimeand 
its allies”. 

Therefore. the Angolan and Cuban Governments declare: 

I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

The continued prcscnce or withdrawal of Cuban forces stationed in Angola is a 
bilateral matter between two sovereign States, the People’s Republic of Angola 
and the RepublicofCuba, in accordance with theprovisionsofArticle5l ofthc 
United Nations Charter. 

The Governments of Angola and Cuba, merely one month after the expulsion 
of the racist South African troops, on 22 April 1976, agreed on a programme 
for the progressive reduction of those forces. In less than a year the Cuban 
military contingent was reduced by more than one-third. a process which was 
halted because of fresh external threats to Angola. 

The magnitude and depth of the South African aggression against Cassinga in 
May 1978, and the threatening presence of paratroopers from NATO countries 
on the north-east border, were a grave danger to Angola and made it 
indispensable that the Cuban military forces remain with the necessary means 
to guarantee Angola’s security and territorial integrity. 

In mid-1979. the Governments of Angola and Cuba again agreed to start to 
carry out another programme for the gradual reduction of Cuban forces. 
Almost immediately afterwards, in September that year. the South Africans 
carried out repeated large-scale acts of aggression against Cunene and Hulla 
provinces. 

In August 1981, there was large-scale aggression with the invasion of Cunene 
Province by big contingents of regular South African troops supported by a 
paverful array of artillery, armoured cars and dozens of aircraft, culminating 
in the occupation of the provincial capital and a number of other places for 
several weeks. Despite the condemnation by the international community of 
this criminal aggression, also expressed in a United Nations Security Council 
resolution, albeit vetoed by the United States of America, the South African 
troops have persisted in their occupation of substantial areas of Cunene and 
Kuando Kubango provinces. 

It is thus demonstrated that the implcmcntation of the programme for the 
gradual reduction of Cuban forces in the People’s Republic of Angola has on 
several occasions been halted as a result of constant and criminal acts of 
aggression against Angloa. 

In the course of these years. the United States of America and South Africa 
have stepped up the use. as an instrument of aggression against Angola, of 
counter-revolutionary bands who have their headquarters, training camps, 
military equipment depots and communications centres in Namibia. At the 
same time, the present US administration has been giving greater political, 
economic and military support to South Africa, its gendarme against the 
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III 

peoples of Southern Africa. in utter contempt for resolutions of the UN, OAU 
and Non-Aligned Movement, as well as world opinion. Tbe danger to Angola 
and the other Frontline countries is therefore greater than ever. 

8. In view of the hypocritical design lo make the question of Namibian 
independence contingent on the withdrawal of the Cuban forces, the Angolan 
and Cuban Governments reiterate that the presence of the said forces, caused 
by the external aggression perpetrated by the racist and fascist South African 
troops, in close alliance with the United State8 of America. is aa absolutely 
sovcreig” and legitimate act by both countries and, therefore, in no way related 
to the problem of Namibia. 

9. If the selllas struggle of SWAPO. the sole and legitimate representative of the 
people of Namibia, and the demands of the international community succeed 
in achieving a true solution lo the Namibiin problem. based on the strict 
fullilment of UN Security Council resoluliw 435/78. leading lo L truly 
independent government and the total withdrawal of South African 
occupation troops beyond the Orange River, which would considerably 
decrease the dangers of aggression against Angola, the Angolan and Cuban 
governments will study the rnumplion of the programme for the gradual 
withdrawal of Cuban forces within P period of lime agreed upon by both 
govemmcnls. 

IO. Consequently, when the Governments of Angola pnd Cuba so agree. the 
withdrawal of Cuban forces stationed on Angolan territory will take place on 
the sovereign decision of the Government of the People’s Republicof Angola. 
ona all possibility of aggression or armed invasion has cased. To this effect. 
the Government of Cubs reiterates that it will comply without any hesitation 
with any decision taken by the sovereign government of the People’s Republic 
of Angola on the withdrawal of the said forces. 

Luanda. 4 February 1982. 
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