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'LETTER DATED 21 DECEMBER 1955 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF ISRAEL
' * ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNGIL '

- In cchnecticn‘ﬁith,the discussion noﬁ‘proceeding in the 3ecurity Council,
E have the hqnour'tOvbring.to”thefattention'of the Council certain documents which -
were found in’Syrian army positions 6n the eastern shore of Lake Tiberiss on
the night of 11/12 December 1955. IEEEC |
 Photographic copies of these documents, together with their translations
from the original Arébic into English, are appended hereto as Appendices 1 folh-
As will be seen, théy comprise Army Headquarters, Brigade and outpost orders:

concerning military.operations on Lake Tiberias.

| v . o
For a proper understanding of these orders it is necespary to recapitulate

the provisions of the‘Génepal:Armiéﬁice Agreement between Israel and Syris

concerning the Armistice Demarcation Line between the two-countrieé:
Article V, paragraph 3: ‘ ' |
‘The Armistice Demercation Line shall be as delineated on the map

attached to this Agreement as Annex I. The Armistice Demarcation
Line shall follow a line midway between the lexisting truce lines,

' ds certified by the United Nations Truce Supervision Orgenisation -
for Israeli and Syfian‘forces. Where the existing truce lihés.run«>_ ,
'aiong“ﬁhe‘international BOUndaryfbetween Syrila énd Palestine, the_,uf,v
Aruistice Demarcation Line shall follow the boundary line.

Article V, paragraph 4: - s R o . : .
The armed forces of the two Partdes shall novhere advance.beyond.

the Armistice Demarcation Line.
Afﬁidlé_;v; Paragraph 3: © - U A e L oae. } :
— Rﬁiéé éha”}égulaﬁibns;éfjﬁhé“érmeévfdféeé of ‘the Parties, which
prohiblt civiliahs“fr@iVéré&éiﬁéxtheufighting iihés.or éntériné.“
‘the area betueen the lines, shall remain in efféétfafter‘thé $igning
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of thls Agreement, with application to the Armistice Demarcat
Line defined in Article V, subject to the provisions of parag
of that article.
Note: Paragraph 5 of Article V deals with the demilitar
zones and-1s not germane to this issue.

According to the map referred to in Article V peragraph 3 as ennex
the Armistice Demarcation Line in the northeastern corner of Lake Tibex
follows the former internationsl frontier between Palestine and Syrdia.
precise demarcation is made in the text of paragraph 18 of the snnex, &
follows: . S -
From MR.207.4-256.0, Southward along the Syrien-Palestinian 1
to BP 61, MR 210.6-246.3, '

The ‘Syrian-Palestinian horder referred to in this context wag def:
the Anglo-Trench Agreement of 192%3% as follove:

", From the mouth of the Jordan to the Sulphur Springs
" at Messifer, where is placed cairn 61, -the frontier fol
a8 line on the shore parallel to end st 10 metres from t
edge of Lake leerlas, following any alteration of leve

consequent on’ the ralsing of its waters bwing to the
‘construction of a dsm on the Jordan south of Lake Tibexr
It follows therefore that thé whole of Lake Tiberiss, together wi
10 metre strip of land on its-northeastern shore, lies within the ter:r

' | , . .

~f Tesrael. According to the General Armistice Agreement, Syrian trooy
iviliens are prohibited from erossing the 10 metre strip and encroact
ne Lake for any purpose. They are, ipso facto, prohibited from inte
with any Israeli activities conducted on the Lake and on-the 10 metre
This prohibition was endorsed in specific terms by the Israel-Syrian 1
Arnistice Commission which, at an emergency meeting on 15 March, 1954

resolution paragraph 6 of which reads as follows:

* Ixchenge of Notes constituting an Agreement between the British an
Governments respecting the Boundary between Syrla, and Palestine f
Mediterranean to E1l Hamme (Paris, March 7, 1923).

- League of Nations Treaty Series, Vol. XXII,: page 36l+
Reglstratlion No. 565, A ‘ L



 5/3518
English
~ Page 3

"The Mixed Armisfice Comuission calls upoh the Syrien Authorities
to ensure no interfereuce, whatsoever with any Israell activities
in Lake Tiverias and on the 10 metre strip and/or no crossing
whatgoever into Israel."

The Syrian documents appena da to thls letter demonstrate the complete
disregard by the Syrian authorltlﬁa of thase nrovisions of the Armistlce .
Agreement., ;ﬁwq*x¢~¢

Accordlng to an Organisatlonal Order of the 15th Battalion, Zrd Brigede,
dated 21 December 1955 (Appendix 3), Syria at that time arrogated to itself
Jurisdictilon over "terrltorlal vaters" extending 400 metres into Lake Tiberias,
and threatened to open flre on any Israel vessel approachlng the shore inside
thig liwit,

The "claim" was reduced to ? 50 metres 1n an Drganisatlonal Order of the
Thirg Bureau, Syrian Army Headquarters, slgned by the Chief of §taf?,

“General . Shukeir on 14 March 195k (Appendix 1), 'Under the terms of this
order, Israel police patrol boats were to be fired upon if they entered thcsp
so-called "territorial waters", walle Israel fishing veesels attempting to
land'én theplO‘metre Israeld strip of shore were to be similarly attacked.

The Syrian arrogationkof jﬁrisdiction over the 250 metre strip of lake.
vas renewed as recently as 8 November 1955 in an Organisational Order of the

'Third Bureau; South-Western Front Headguarters, Syrian Army (AppendlA 2) |
In this order Syrlan fishermen frowm Buteilha and El Kbursi were instructed not
to offer oppos1tlon to Israel fisheruen prov1ded they came ne nearer than
250 wmetres from the shore. k ‘

A further oxder, 1n this cesez the standing operation order of the Douga
outpost, olgned on 3 November 1955 by Mulazim (Flrst Lleutenant) Kaziz,
‘Commander of the Northern Sub-Section of the 2nd Company, 5th Battalion, PTOVGS
that the Douga outpost encroached on the Israeli 10 wetre strip on the shore
of Lake Tiberias (the outpost bazooka guﬁ was sited 6 metres from the shore
ilne), and thst it was instructed to open fire on all Israell vessels within
effective range (nppendix k).

These documents were identified and verified on 18 December in the presence

of a United Matione Ovsexwrer, by a Syrian prisoner of war, No. 1okko9,
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ord Lieutenant Valid Yussef 'Aeni of the 2nd Compsny, 5th Battallon.
Lieutenant 'Aanl, who had been in command of the Douga outpost, rEUﬂ
testified that bis immedlate superior, Mula21m KBziz, had ordered s
10 December 1955 to open frre vith the bazooke as soon as one of the
police patrol vessels came 1nto effective ‘range. He actually qpene«
that day with the bszooka and one of “the light machine guns.

These documents lead to conclusronu of the utm(‘st 1mpor tance a.

They prove that: ; ‘ - ‘ ‘

(a) 8yrian positions, established boih in Syrian terriéory an
strip of Israel territ-ry, bave had ag thelr avovwec ob,jéc
foroible denial fo Israel of peaceful activity in Icrael

(b) These Syrian POSlthHS were also intended to estabr’sh, ‘b
and threat of force, a Syrian cleia to the control of st'
including a part of Lake Tiberias;

(¢) The attacks on Israeli craft, including that of 10 Licemk
not isolated incidents, but were, on the contrary, Tt c
purposeful effort to transfer from Israel to Syrla the ef
control of_a‘pgrt of Lake Tiberies and Isreel territorg'c
northeastarn shore. o

The QGovernment of Israel cannot avoid taking a most serious v:

threats by Syria to Israel's terrltorral 1ntegr1ty and to the peacs
security of the Middle East. )

In the course of the current discussions the Delegation of Is:

reguest the Security Council to take €ffective action against fhes4

Syrian encroactaeuts. )
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I have the honour to request that this letter, together with the documents
attached to it as appendices,* be circulated to all members oHf the Security '

Council. A
Please, accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my bighest consideration.

(3igned) Atba Eban
. Permanentc Representative of
Isresel to the United Nat.ions

- - -

* Note: The Syrian Army orders attached to this letter as Ap endices 1-4
were transmitted frouw Israel by wire-photo. The pho tographs are
thus not clear, although their content is identifiabi:, and, to a
considerable degree, legible. Copies of the documents in their
present form have been made available, for purposes of record, to-
all the members of the Security Council. C(Clear copies will be
supplied as soon as they are received by mail,
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(Translation)
TOP SECRET
Republic of Syrila
Army Headguarters
Third Bureau
1h.3.54

Organisational Order

There have been esses of clashes between our outposts on the shore of
Lake Tiberias and Israeli military war craft and thelr fishing boats, as a result
of misinterpreting the ordefs with regard to opening fire or unfamiliarity with
the limits of the Syrian territorial waters. in the Lake of Tiberias.

Having taken up the matter with the Commender of the South-Western Front
and with the Senior Syrian Delegate to the Mixed Syrian-Israel Armistice \
Commission, and after fishing rights have heen granted to Arabs residing on this
shore, and with effect.from this date, the following instructions should be
carried out: | '

1. The Syrian territorial waters in Lake Tlberias shall be considered
as extending 250 metres from the shore.

2. Flre is to be opened at Israel war vessels on entering the 250 metre
' limit of Syrian territorial waters,

3, TFishing boats should not be fired at unless attempting to land.

Sgd.  Chief of Staff
Gen. 8. Shukelr
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/ (Translation)

Army of Syria
H.Q. South-Wegtern Front
Third Bureau.

Flshing Season on Lake Tiberias 1955-1956.
8 November.1G55

iOrganisationalloraef -

Follow1ng the letter of the Senior Syrian Delecate of 2 November, 195)
and in grder to prevant 1nc1uentu between fishermen and, the Israel:police,
fishing on Leke Titerilas WLll be forbidden from the Gate of this order until
further notice.. .

Sector Cumanders (Central and Southern Sectore) will carry out this
or&er end will instruct fishermin of Pubeihe ard EL Koursi not to offer
0ppoéition to Israel isheruen ypruvided the latter stay away from the easte;n

shore for a dJdistance of at least 250 metres.

Sgd. Commender of the
South-Western Front : o
Col. Nofal Shaham

Copy to H.Q. Central Sector *
(jrd.Bureau) To carry oat hese LnSF¢UCtiOEB_aﬂd ensure the fishermen's safety :

Coﬂy to Sub-Sector Commanders respofisible for carrylng out these instructions.

Sgd. Command@r Central Sector
LY. Col. Toufilc Shatila
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APPENDIX 2 (Con't)

Jate 13.11.55

[he Army - lst Brigade
[nfantry Battalion No. 18

Jopy of original distributed to Commanders of Support Sectors Firgt - Se
fhird and outposts of Hassel, Tel-Elawar Dcuaka (Further to organisationa

rder issued by Battaellon H.Q. on 5.11.55 prohibiting fishing at Lake Ti
‘ou are being requested to inform the fishermen concerned accordingly)-

Sgd. Commander 18 Infantry Battal
Capt. George Zinawa.
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APPENDIX 3
(Translation)

Army of Syria
3rd Brigade
16th Battalion

Organizational Order

In accordance with a message received from the Central Sector and from
‘Headquarters, 3rd Brigade, 3rd Bureau, a Jewigh fishing vessel was seen towing
other armoured war vessels which have lately been plying the Lake of Tiberias
day and night at a distance less than 200 metres off the.Syrian shore and which
have often directed searchlights et Syrien outpasts. United Nations Militery
Observers have been requested to insure that no such boats approach the Syrian
shore nearer than 400 metres and have been informed that any such vessel
" approaching the shore ingide the 400 metre 1imit in future will be fired on
immediatelys ) - B

On behalf of 16th Infantry Battalion for action of Company and outpost
commanders (Lake of Tiberias), 2lst December 1953. |

Note: This document is for the time being only available in translation.
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Sector o, Y4, Northern Sﬁb-Secﬁor
Order for Defence of Bouga Outpost
Password: W~ l
Miesion; Desperate defence of outpogt
Strength: 1 Sergesnt, 2 corporals, 5 prlvates
Armsment 1 Hlspano—Sulza, 2 lighv, machine gune, 1 bazooka
Ammunition: 1 allotment
Communication: telephone :
Fortificatione" Ex1sting fortlficatlons and their upkeep
Supply and first aid: Ald will be maintained by battalion through Douga and Kourél

Communication with neighbouring positiongz In daytime, visually; at night,

through armea patrols.

Fire teske: Flre will be opened and stopped on-order of outpost commander.
Information on friendly forces: Tth Battalion holds line North of Masadleh
‘ . and Hassel to the South of the place of the
‘ ouﬂpost.
Imformatien on enemy: Enemy holds Northern part of ILake.
Steps to be taken on the approach of the enemy: Inform friendly ﬁorcesfand
‘ ' . Headquarters, and dpen effective fire on
confirmation by Headquarters in accofdance :
with firetﬁlan and fire orders. ' :
ocation of Company Commander: Hill 69.
ocation of Platoon Commander: Place of outpost.
. HispanoeSuiza gun: .Position: Tongte of land 50 metres South of cutpost.

Alternate positioh: %0 metres South-Fast.
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Note:

APPEMDIY. 4 (Con't.)

(a) Ground tesks: Cpen fire on beats approaching shore within
effective range within traverse from Hassel towards
North. and along shore Southwards within effective range.

(b) Anti-aircreft tasks: Open anti-aircraft fire on aircraft
within effective range of weapons.

Northern Light Machine-Gun: Position: From North of Northern Keena Tree.
Alternate position: Between Northern tree and adjacent tree.
() Mein tesk: Covering length of Northern shore of outpost to
rrevent landing. '
(v) Secondary task: Open fire on boats approaching cutpost.
Southern Light Machine-Gun: Position: South of Hispano gun in an open
trench.
Alternate position: 20 metres Scuth of above.
(a) Main task: Cover the whole length of the shore Scuth of the outpost,
to prevent landing.
(b) Secordary tesk: Open fire cn boats approaching outpost.
Bazooka: FPosition: In front of cutpcst at a distance of 6 metres frem
the shore.
Alternate pesition: Communicetlion trenches around outpost.
Task: Destroy armour that succeeds in breaking into‘cutpost from
North or South.

(A copy of this order will be kept in the special file of the outpost

Commander).

3 Neovemter 1955, 5th Battalion, 2nd Companyi
Spd. Ccormander of Northern Subsector
First Lieut. 3aid Kaziz.

Local defence unlt will participete in the defence of cutposts under

the ccommand of cutpest ccmmander and will be employed effectively
according to need.

-





