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2 April 1952

Sir,

T have the honour, under the instructions of my Governwent, to tring
urgently to the attention of the Security Council under Article 35 parsgraph 1
of the United Nations Charter, the present grave situation in Tunisia. It
will ve recalled that the President of the Council of Ministers of Tunisia
addressed a letter regarding the watter to the Fresident of the Securlty
Council on 12 Janusry 1952. Since then, the Prinme Minister and other Ministers
of the Tunisian Government have been arrested and the situation continues
to deteriorate.

In the opiﬁion of wy Government this situation seriously endangers the
maintenance of international peace and security and tkereby falls within the
scope of Article 34 of the Charter,

In view of the urgent circumstances, I would request the Council to call
an inmediate weeting to consider the watter, with a view to taking the
necessary measures provided by the Charter to put an end to the present
situation. . »

I request that wmy Delegation be called upon to participate, under rule 37
of the ‘Security Council rules of procedure, in the discussion of the question
by the Security Council.

I am Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

" /s/ R. TAYAL
Perménent Representdtive of India

The Prexid
rexident - to the United Nations.

The Scuurity Council,
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EXPIANATCRY NOTE

The Military occupation of Tunisia by the Governwment of France wkich
took place in the lest century, expressly as a temporary wmeasure, persists
to this day. During this period the French Government have unilaterally and
in flagrant violation of tkeir solemn treaty obligations deprived the
Government of H.H, the Bey of Tunisia of the latter's legitimate sovereipgn
rights and povers, and have prevented the people of Tunisia from exercising
thelr dewmocratic right of self-government and self-deterumination, The
Governuent and the people of Tunisia have, on wany occasions, ewphatically
protested agalnst this state of affairs, and & national wovement has been
stealily growing in that country in spite of repressive weasures by the
French authorities. Negotiation: betewen the French Government and the
representatives of the Tunisian people have falled to resolve this tension in
a peaceful wammer. Since the beginning of this year the unrest in Tunisia
has growm in a unprecedented manner. There have been numerous demonstrations
in towns and villages vhich have led to clashes between French troops and the
Tunisia population, resulting in wany deaths, thousands >I' errests, atrocities
against old men, women and children and widespread destruction of property.
50 long as the popular will is suppressed in this manner, there is little
prospect of a peaceful settlement between the people of Tunisia and the
French authorities.

Feeling in Asian and African countries run high. It is keenly felt that
the domination of weak nations &nd peoples by colonial Powers hans nc morsl
Justification and is against the epirit of the times. Unless steps are taken
towards aweliorating the tense situation now prevailing in Tunisia, its
repercuseions awong all the people who believe in the principles of literty
and dewocracy - and especially among Asian and African peoples who look towards
those principles for their ultimate salvation - will re very serious and are
bound to shake their faith in the aiwms of the United Netions as outlined
in paragraph 2 of Afticle 1 of the Charter.

The recent developments in Tunisia have increased the gravity of the
sltuation. Neither “he people of Tunisia themselves nor world opinion can

regard the forcible deposition of the popular Tunisian Government and the
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pressure exerted on H.H. the Bey of Tunisia as steps towards a solution of
the Tunisian question, For it is painful;y obvious that the arrects of
Tunisian Ministers, preceded as they were by the arrest of all the prominent
Tunisian leaders, and the flouting of the national sentiments of the Tunisians
cannot create an atmosphere in which any lasting solution of the Tunisian
problem can be arrived at. To expect the satisfaction of Tunisia's legitimate
national aspirations from this naked show of force would be to indulge in an
optimisu for which there is no warrant.

The great tension and instability that exists in Tunisia have exercised
tre mind of wy Government and the people of my country considerably. Since
it is apprehensive of the unfortunate.consequences that might arise if the
matter is not fully and thoroughly dicussed in the Security Council, wy
Government attaches the greatest lmportance to the request contained in the
letter to the President of the Security Council, to which this note is annexed.
It 1s convinced that an urgent discussion of the Tunisian situation and
suitable action by the Security Council will help considerably to open the
way to better understanding between the Tunisian and French peoples, and the
fulfillment of Tunisia's national aspirations and thus strengthen the very
foundations on which the United Nations has been built.
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