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2 April 1952

Ex('.e llenc~' ,

I tave the honour, under the instructions of my Governr.:ent, to br:lJns

ureently to tho attelltion of the Soc~ritJ Coun~1l undar ATticle 35 parBcranh 1

of' th8 United Nations Charter, tto proae:-:..t Grave situsticn in Tunisia. It'l·rill

be recalled that trLo Presidr.mt of the Coux_oil of Minieters of 'I'Unisia addressed

a : )tter regarding the matter to the F~oBident of tho 8ecurity Cour£il on

12 ~h January 1952. Sinoe thon, the Prim3 M'lr.iElter and othor Ministers of the

Tunisian Government have been arrested and the situation continues to.
deteriarate •

In the opinion of' my Government this situution seriously er.dangers the

maintenance of international peace and s8curity and thereby falls 'Idtt.in the

scops of Article 34 of the Charter.

In Vi8W of th0 urgent circumstances, I would request the Counoil to call

an immediate rr.eeUnG to consider t.he matter, 'I'l'ith El vievT to taking the ll.eoeGl'lo:r~'T

measures prOVided by the Charter to put an end to the pre.:lent s:i:'c:!Jot.inn.

I request that I be called up,m to participate, l.n~d0r RuJe 37 of the

Seourity Council Rules of Procedure) in tte disc'lJ.8sion of tho question DJ the

Security Council.

His Exc8 llency
Tte Pre8ident of the Security Council
Unit'?d Nations Headquarters
New York, New York
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An explanatory note on this item is annexed.

'Accept, Excellency, the renev1ed assurances of my highest consideration.

I have the honour to be 1 Sir, '

Your obediE!nt SerVaI ~

si L. N. Palar, Ambassador
Permanent Representative

to the United Nations
for the Republic of Indonesia
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EXPLANATORY NOTE'

The military occupation of Tunisia by the Government of I.:runce '\'1h1ch

took )lace in the last century, expressly as a temporary measure, persists to

this day. DurinG this period, the French Government have, unilaterally and

in flao'ant violat.ion of their solemn treaty oblieat:l.ons, deprived the

Government of H.B. 'hhe Bey of :runisia of the latter's legitimate soverei(~n

ric,hts and llm-rars, and. have prevented the 11eople of Tunis:l.a from exercisinG

the:!.r dClllocratic right of self-government and self-determil1l3.t:ton. The Government

and the peopie of Tunisia have, on many occasions, emphatically protested

against this state of affairs, and a natiOllal liberation movement has been

steadily grm'1inG in that country in sp!te of repressive measures by the French

authorities . Negotiations bet'\'1een the ]'rench Government and tJle representati ves

of the T"J.nisian people have failed to l'esolve this tension in a peaceful manner.

Since the beginning of this year the unrest in Tunisia has grmm in an

unprec eden.ted manner. There have been nUlIlerous demonstrations :tn tmms and

villages which led to clashes bO'L'"\'Teen French troops [",'i the Tunisian population

resulting in many deaths, thousands of arrests, atrocities agalnst olel men,

i'1OlUen and. children and widespread destruction of property. As long as tho

popular vull is suppressed in this manner, there is little prospect of a

peaceful settlement bet'\veen the people of Tunisia and the French authorities.

Feelincs in Asian and African countries run high; It is keenly felt that

the domination of wealc nations and peoples by colonial pO'\>T0rs has no moral

Justification and is against the spirit of the times. Unless steps are taken

towards ameliorating the tense situation now prevailinG in Tunisia, its

repercussions among all people who believe in the pr:J.nciples of liberty and

democracy • and especially amonS Asian and African ~peoples who look tm.mrds

those :principles as their ultimate salvation - i'T:t1l be very serious and are

bound to shake their faith in the aims of the United Nations as outlined in

:paraf.,.rraph 2 of Article I of the Charter.

The recent developments in Tunisia have inc~eased the @'avity of the

situation. Neither the people of Tunisia themselves, nor world opinion can

re§ard the forcible deposition of the popular Tunisian Government and the

preSStU'e exerted on R.B. the Bey of Tun:l.sio. as steps towards a solution of the

Tunisian question. For it is painfully obvious that the arrests of Tunisian
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Ministers, preoed.ed as they wel'eby the aJ:'l'est of all the prominent Tunisian

leaders. and the flouting of national sentiment of the iJ.'unioiuns oarmot I
" • !

oreate an atmosphere in wh:i.oh any lastinG' solution Cl±' the 'l'tmi sian pr',blom cun

be arrived. at. To expect a satisfaction of Tunisia's national legitimate

aspirations from this nal{ed. ShO"T of force '·Tould. be to indulgo in an 0l)tllll:l.Slil

for "I'Thich there is no "I'1'urrant.

The Cl'eat tension and instability the. t exists in Tunisia he.s exercised

the ntl.nds of the Government and. the people of my country considerably. 8i11oe

theJ' nre a:Pl)l'ehensive of the tU1fortunate CGlfiseq\lOnCeS that m:t.cht arise if the

ma.tter is not fUlly and. thoroughly discussed in tile Seetu.'i t:r counc:f.l,

my Government attaches the sreatest importance to the request contained in the

letter to the President of the SecuritJ" Council, to which this note :ts annexed.

They are convinced that an tu.'gent discussion of the Tunisian situation and

suitable acti,)n by the S'ectU'i ty Con.."'lcil will help cone:i.derably to open the

"Ivay to better und.erstanding between the Tt.U1.is1an and French perJj,)leo and the x

fulfilment of Tlmisian national aspirations, and thus strent;then the V01''Jr

foulltlations on 1'Thich the United. rrations has been built •
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