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2 April 1952
Excellency,

T have the honour, under the ilnstructions of my Government, to bring
urgently to the attention of the Scourity Counasll under Article 35 paragranh 1
of the United Netions Cherier, tho pressnt grave sltuaticn in Tunisia, It will
be recalled that tho President of the Courcil of Minteters of Tunisla addressed
a ! tter regarding the matter to the Fresident of the Securlty Council on
12¢h January 1952, Since then, the Prime Mirigter snd other Ministers of the
Tunislen Covernment have been arrssted and the situatlon continues to
deteriorate. ‘

Tn the opinion of my Goverrment this situation geriously erdangers the
meintenancs of internationsl peace and securlty and thereby fells within the
scope of Article 34 of the Charter.

In view of the urgent clrcumstences, I would request the Council to call

‘an immediate weeting to consider the matter, with a view to teking the neocessory

measures provided by the Charter to put an end to the preasent gituwation,

T request that I be called upun to participate, under Rule 37 of the
Security Council Rules of Procedure, in tre discussion of tho question by the
Security Couvncil,

His Excellency

Tre President of the Security Councll
United Hations Headquarters

New York, New York
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An explanatery note on this item is annexed. _
‘Accept, Excellency, the remewed assurances of my highest consideration.
I have the honour to be, Sir, .

Your obedient Serva: .

8/ L. N. Paler, Ambassador
Permanent Representative
to the United Natlons

for the Republic of Indonesia
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EXPIANATORY NOTE'

The military occupatlion of Tunisie by the Government of France which
took »lace In the last ceﬁtury, expressly as a temporary measure, peréists to
this day. Dwring this period, the French Govermment have, unilaterally and
in flagrant violation of thelr solemn treaty obligations, deprived the
government of H.H. the Bey of Tunlsia of the latter's legltimate sovereirn
rights and powers, and have prevented the people of Tunisia from exercising
their democratic right of self.govermment and self -determination. The Govermment
and the peopie of Tunisia have, on many occaslons, emphatically protesited
against this state of affairs, and a national liberation movement has heen
steadlly growing in that country in spite of repressive measures by the French
authorities. Negotiations between the French Government and the representatives
of the Tunislan people have failed to resolve thls tension in a pPeaceful manner,
Since the beginning of this yesar the unrest in Tunisia has grown in an
unprecedented mamner. There have been numerous demonstrations in towvms and
villages which led to clashes between French troops ¢l the Tunisian populdtion
resulting in many deaths, thousands of arrests, atrocities agalnst old men,
women and children and widespread destructlon of property. Ae long as tho
popular will is suppressed in thie menner, there is little prospect of a
peaceful settlement between the pecple of Tunisia and the French authorities,

Feelings in Asian end African countries run high. It is keenly felt that
the douination of weak nations and peoples by colonial powers has no moral
Justification and 1s against the spirit of the times., Unless steps are taken
towards ameliorating the tense situation now prevailing in Tunisia, its
repercusslons emong all people who believe in the principles of liberty and
democracy - and especially among Asian and African peoples who look towards
those principles as thelr uwltimate salvation - will be very seriouns and are
bound to shake thelr faith in the aims of the Unlted Nations as outlined in
raragraph 2 of Article I of the Charter,

The recent developments in Tunisia have increased the gravity of the
sltuation, UNeither the people of Tunisia themselves, nor world opinion can
regard the forcible deposition of the ponular Tunisian Govermment and the
Pressure exerted on H.,H. the Bey of Tunlsis as steps towards a solution of the
Tunislan question, For 1t is painfully obvious that the arrests of Tunisian
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Minlsters, preceded as they were by the arrest of all the rrominent Tunisian
1eaders, and the flouting of national sentiment of the Tunisians cannot
create an atmosphere in which any lasting solution of the Tunisian mroblem can
be arrived at. To expect a satisfaction of Tunisia's naticnal legitimate
aspivations from this naked show of force would be to indulge in an optimism .
for which there is no warrant., ‘
The great tension and instability that éxists in Tunisia hes exercised
the minds of the Govermment and the people of my country coneiderably., Since
they are apprehensive of the wnfortunate consequences that micht arise if the
matier is not fully and thoroughly discussed in the Securlty Council,
my Govermment attaches the greatest importance to the request contained in the
letter to the President of the Security Council, to vhich this note is annexed.
They are convinced that an urgent discussion of the Tunisian situation and
sultable action by the Security Council will help conesideradbly to open the
vay to better undersitanding between the Tunisian and French peoples and the x
fulfilment of Tunisian national asplrations, and thus strengthen the very
foundations on which the United Nations has been bullt,





