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2 April 1352 -

Sir, ' : : : Fagie o ; .
I have the honour, under the inﬂbrustions of ny Government tQ bring

nrgently to the attention of -the Securlty Council, under Article, 35. Paragraph 1
of. the United Nations Gharter, the present arave- situwatiopyin. Tunisia, ‘It
% 11 be recalled that the, President of the Council of Mlnxsters of Tunigia
addressed a:letter regarding. the matter to the Pre81dent of . the Securlty
‘Council on 1Rth Jamuary 1952,. Bince then, the Prime Minigter .and other
Ministers of the Tunisian GovernmenL have been arrested and the SLtuatipn_"
coribinues 4o deteriorate.- . . ‘ .‘ ; _

In the npinion of my Government this sluuatlon sarloule endanrers the

. maintenance. of international peace and security and thereby falls Vlthln the

scope of Article 3h4 of -the Charter. o _ i

In view of the urgent circumstances, I would request the. “ouncml to call
an immediate. mesting to: consider the matter, vith a view to 1akLnn the |
necessary measures provided.by-the Charter to put an end to the presgnbt
sttuation, o . 'w . ,

“I.request that I be.called upon to participate, under Rule 37. of tho 
Security Councll Rules:af,frocedqre, in the discussion of the queatxon by
the Security Council. =~ . - '

An Explenatory No*e ou this item is annexed

* Pleasa .accept, Pir, fhe: assurances of my highest oonsxderatxon

/s/ Pouad 7L Pharaony
" Acting Permanent ‘Representative
cof E"Ypu
0 Lhe‘Unxtcd Nations

Président of the Security Council

United Nations
New York, N.Y. /EXPLANATCRY
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EXPTANATORY NOTE

The milltary occupation of Tunisia by the Government of France which took
place in the last century, expressly as a temporary measure, parsists to this
day, During this perlod the French Government have, unllaterally and in
Tlagrant violation of thelr solemn treaty obligations, deprived the government
of H,H., the Bey of Tunlsla of the latter's legitimate sovereign rights and
powers, and have prevented the people of Tunislia from exercising their
democratic right of self-government and self~-determlnation. The Goverument and
the people of Tunisia have, on many occaslons, emphatically protested agalnst
this state of affalrs, and a national llberatlon movement has been steadily
growing in that country in splte of repressive measures by the French authoritles,
Negotations between the Freuch Government and the representatives of the
Tunisian people have falled to resolve this tension in a peaceful manner,

Since the beginning of this year the unrest in Tunisia has grown in an
unprecedented manner, There have been rumerous demonstrations in towns and
villages which led to clashes between French troops and the Tunislan population,
resulting in many deaths, thousands of arrests, atrocities agalnst old men,
women and. children and widespread destructlion of property. As long as the
popular will is suppressed in this manner, there 18 little prospect of a
peaceful settlement between the people of Tunisla and the French authorities,

Feelings in Aslan and African countries run high, It is keenly felt that
the domination of weak nations and peoples by colonial powers has no moral
Justification and 1s against the splrit of the times, Unless steps are taken
towards emeliorating the temse situation now prevalling in Tunisia, 1its
repercussions emong all the people who belleve in the principles of liberty
and democracy = and especlally among Asian and Africen peoples who look towards
those principles as thely ultimate salvation = will be very serious and are
bound to shake thelr falth in the aims of the Unlted Nations ae outlined in
Parsgraph 2 of Article 1 of the Charter.

The recent developments in Tunisia have increased the gravity of the
sltuation, Neilther the peopls of Tunisle themselves, nor world opinion, can
regard the forcible deposition of the popular Tunisian Government and the

pressure exerted on H,H, the Bey of Tunilsia as steps towards a solution of
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the Tunisian question, For it is painfully obvious that the arrestis of Tunisian

Ministers, preceded as they were by the arrest of all the prominent Tunisian
leaders, and the flouting of natlionel sentiment of the Tunislsns cannot
create an atmosphere in which any lasting solution of the Tunisian problem
can be arrived at, To expect a satisfaction of Tunlsia's legltimate national
asplrations from this naked show of force would be to indulge In an

optimism for which there 18 mo warrant,

The great tension and instability that exlets in Tunisia has exerclsed
the minds of the Covernment and the people of my country conasiderably. Since
they are apprehensive of the unfortunate consequences that might arise if the
matter 18 not fully and thoroughly diescussed in the Securlty Council, my
Government attach the greatest importance to the request contalned in the
letter to the President of the Security Council, to which this note is annexed,
They are convinced that an urgent discussion of the Tunisien situation and
suttable action by the Security Council will help considerably to open the
way to better understanding between the Tunistian and French pooples, and
the fulfilment of the Tunisien national aspirations, and thus strengthen the
very foundations on which the United Nations has been bullt,
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