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- . 'IO' THE"PRIJ'BIDENT OF THE SECURITY:COUWCIL'('-'

GONO~NG TUNISIA I.. ': .

..
8ir ,.

I have the honour, under the in~bru~~io~s 9f my Gov~~~men~~ ~Q brine,..
, 0' , .'.f "I

urgent1.yto the attent~on of·the 8ec'.lr.ity. CouncJl., under ArticJ,.e,.35.J?ara{;raph 1.
• \ - ... '. . ,', I

of. the -United. Natlons·~h~rt13r, the present ~rave,sit'.J.att9p.!lip.,.Tunisia.,It
. .' ." ... ',.. . .

" 11 be recalled. that thl:?:f:-resident o~ the .C?uncil of .Mi)J:~~,t.er.s ?f 'l\mi!3ia

addressed {:l.,~letter.r.egar.dtns·.thematter to the Presiden,~.ot..~he Sec).1rity.. " .,,: . ". .. . '. .. '.. ~. ,

'OouncU on l~bh January 1952~. p'i~Q,e then, the Prtme.Mini.st~r.:anp..other. .

Ministe.rs of the Tunisian Goyerltment have been arrested.a~d the situati9n.

continues to deteriorate,.
In the opinion ofmy Government.. this situation seriou~ly e:nd~nr;t?rs the

• ma.intenance .of interna.tir,mal veaee and securit.y and, thereby falls "llthin the..
scope' of Article 34 o;f>the .ch~rter.

In vie"l of the ur,~ent circumst~nces, I 'W'.1.1.d. reques~the: GP.\..l.11C,U to ?all

an irnrnea.ia te m.ee~iW3 tp: Oonsider the· ma tter, ' "Tt th a vie,~ to lia k1W; the

necessar.y 1neaS'.1r~l3' provi:d,ed .;b;y· the Charter, to pU.t an e1').d. t,o the .prosEjnt.

sLtuat'trjn. . ... " ~ .: .,~.

"1 requ:est that I be .called. upon to participate, under Rule 37 .. ofthe

Secur.i ty Counc tl Rl;1,les, ;:rf :Procedu.l~e, ,in tl18 discuss ion of the q':1es~1.'on by

the S'€lQ~lrity· .CounC'i1.
An Explanatory !'Tol:e on \~hi8 item ls annexec1~.

Please .afJcept', i;5ir, r,h~.'assuranqes of m,y highest c,;msideration •

. . '

, ~".'

•. ·r

President of the Security Council
United Nations
Nevl York, N. Y.

52..4181

/s/ l~oua(1. ';;]lPharaony
!. Aa tine Permanent ·1~epreseTltat.ive
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EX.PLANAWRY NOTE

The mili tary occupation of Tunisia by the Government of France 'Hhich took

place tn the last century, expressly as a temporary measure, persists to this

day. During this period the French Goverr..znent have, unilat~rally a1?-d tn

flagrant violation of their solemn treaty obligations, deprived the government

of H.R. the Bey of Tunisia of the latter's legitimate sovereign rights and

powers, and have prevented the people of Tunisia from exercising their

democratic right of self-government and self*determinatton. The Government and

the people of Tunisia have, on many ocoasions, emphatically protested against

this state of affairs, and a national liberatton movement has been steadily

growing in that country in spite of repressive measures by the French authorities •

.Negotations between the Frenoh Government and the representatives of the

Tunisian people have failed to resolve this tension in a peaceful manner.

Since the beginning of this year the unrest in lfunisia has grmm in an

unprecedented manner. There have been r.umerous demonstrations in towns and

villages whioh led to clashes between French troops and the Tunisian population,

resulting in many deaths, thousands of arrests, atrocities against old men,

women and children and widespread destruction of property. As long as the

popular will is suppressed tn thts manner, there is little prospect of a

peaceful settlement between the people of Tunisia and the French authorities.

Feelings in Asian and African countries run high. It is keenly felt that

the domination of weak nations and peoples by colonial powers has no moral

justification and is against the spirit of the times. Unles~ steps are taken

towards ameliorating the tense situation' now prevailing in Tunisia, its

repercussions among all the people who believe in the principles of liberty

and democracy - and especially among Asian and African peoples who look 'towards

those principles as their ultimate salvation - will be very serioUS and are

bound to shake their faith in the aims of the United Nations as outlined in

Paragraph 2 of Article 1 of the Charter.

The recent developments in Tunisia have increased the gravity of the

situation. Neither the people of ~xnisia themselves, nor world opinion, can

regard the forcible deposition of the popUlar Tunisian Government and the

pressure exerted on R.H. the Bey of Tunisia as steps towards a solution of

/the lfunisian
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the Tunisian question. For it is painfully obvious that the arrests of lfunisian

Minis ters, preceded. as they i-Tere by the arrest of all the prominent Tunisian

leaders, and the flouting of national sentiment of the Tunista.ns cannot

create an atmosphere in i-Thieh any lasting solution of the Tunisian problem

can be arrivod. at. To eA~ect a satisfaction of Tunisia's legitimate national

aspirations from this ~aked. show of force would be to indUlge in an

optimism for which there is no warrant.

The great tension and. instability that exists in Tunisia has exercised

the minds of the Government and the people of'my country oonsiderably. Since

they are apprehensive of the unfortunate consequences that might arise if the

matter is not fully and thoroughly discussed. in the Seourity Council, my

Government attach the greatest tmportance to the request contained in the

letter to the President of the Seourity Council, to which this note is annexed..

They are convinced. that an urgent disoussion of the TuniAian situation and

SUitable action by the SecuritJf CouncU will help considerably to open the

way to better understanding between the Tunisian and French pooples, and

the fnlfilment of the Tunisian national aspirations, and thus strengthen the

very foundations on which the United. Nations has been built.




