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LETTER DATED 14 MARCH 1964 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF CYPIUS
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

T wish to refer to the letter dated 13 March 196k addpessed to the
Secretary-Jeneral of the United Netions by the Permanent Represaentative of
Turkey, ani the annex thereto, which was circulated as a Security Council
doocument (8/5596) .

Tn this conneaion, I have the honour to state thet the unfounded allegations
and assertions contained in that letter have been fully dealt with and disposed
of both as regards the factual and as regards the legal aspects thersof, on a
numbar of occasions and most recently during the Security Council emergency
meeting of 13 March (8/PV.1103). Consequently it would be unnecessary to
burden the Security Council with any further refutations of vhet has alrendy
been auply refuted.

T would simply wish to give the text of the note of my Government in reply
to the Turkish note of 12 March 196k,

. "The note which the Turkish Qovernment delivered tecay, 13 March 196k,
is unaocceptable on the grounds that it constitutes a further untenable
intarference in the internal affairs of Cyprus and that its tone and
contents are objecticnable and the mcde of its Gelivery dlscourteous.

With rvegard to the manner of delivery and mode of addressing the note,

it should be observed, that, though the Ambassador of Turkey is sccredited

to the Head of Stute, neverthelusc the note, contrary to the well-cotablished

practice, is addressed neither to the Head of State nor to the Minister
of Foreign Affalve.
The note contains totally unfounded allegations regarding the intoentions
and acte of the Government of the kepul.lic and regarding the true facts
of the situation and events in Cypruc.

The Government of the Republic i Cyprus has never hud us one of 1ts
obJects the use ol viclence ugainet any of 1ts eitlzens 1rrespective of race,
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oreed or religion. It, therefore, bad no intention of employing such
mothods at any time, nor did it wmisconstrue the purpose which is very
clearly stated in the resolution of the United Nations. The main concern
of the Qovernment of the Republio is to maintain law and order and, being

& responsible Covernmment, it realizes that this responsibility must be
carried out with the maximum restraint and, where foroe is necessary,

by the use of the minimum possible force. The loss of lives whioh has
resulted from fighting ie very umch regretted. These losses ars fortunately
not as heuvvy as have been reported in the Press from time to time.

The regrettable truth is that the Turkish leadership in Cyprus, in
an effort to provide for armed intervention by Turkey bvefore the arrival
of the United Nations force and to create a falt agooEgli which would
gorve its political aims of partition or federation, has been creating
incidents in various parts of Cyprus., The most flagrant example recently
has been the firing on unarmed and innoccent Greeks, mostly women and
six children, vho were unsuspeotingly shopping in the market place at
Ktime on Saturday, 7 March, ocausing the death and wounding of many Greek
olvilians and the taking of over 200 Greek oivilians as hostages, whilst
Oreek property was under continwous fire from Turkish strongholds
inoluding minarats. Another similar recant inoident was that whioch
ocourred at Mallia.

The Turks have resorted to such aots of violence, apparently
enoouraged by repeated threats of armed intervention by the Turkish
Government. Such repested thraeats, and especially the note delivered
today, result in a marked heightening of tension and in bringing about a
serious deterioration of the situation.

The actiona of the Government of Cyprus which, as the Security Council
resolution has clearly reaffirmed, has the responsibility of restoring
and meinteining law and order, have been in disoharge of thie primery
responsibility of proteoting life and property by repulsing such sudden
and unprovoked armed ettacks of the Turks against laweabiding and peaceful
citlzens and their property.

Tt hae never been, nor 1s i1t, the intention of the Government of the
Republic to attack or encourage or sutfer any attack against the Turke
of* Cyprus, but, on the other hand, the Covernment cannot shirk ito
duty to protect the life and property of the people of Cyprue as a whole
against any vanton attuck. No uwsgaults or other acts such ag those
ulleped in the note are belng committed, no sleges exict, no hostages are
kept, nothing is known about the fate of percons olleged to be missing
theugh endeavours for thelr truelng arce still continuing and no quection
of cease=ire arioes as no firing 1c teking place anywhere in Cyprus at
precent,  In the places vhere [iring hag taken place the cense=tlre 1s now
tednyr precerved and the Government will do its utmost to cce that it
continuce to Le preserved.  I0 the Turks break the cease-fire the
responsibility will ldie with Lhem.  Fvery effort is being woede to cecure
the Mreedor of cowuunleatlons,
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No right to take unilateral action, as suggested in the note, is
conferred upon Turkey by the Treaty of Quarantee of 16 August 1960, and the
threat of such action is not only unwarranted and baseless but is made
in dleregard of the resolution of the Seourity Council and constitutes
an action or & threat of aotion likely to worsen the situation in the
sovereign Republio of Cyprus and endanger international peace.

It would be much more constructive and would betier serve the cause
of peace in Cyprus and {nternationally, if the Turkish Government, instead
of regorting to threats of intervention, were to appeal to the Turkish
leaderehip in Cyprus to refrain from eny further acts of violence, from
obstructing freedom of movement and restoration of coumunications and
from hempering the return to normality. Such an appeal has never been umade
by the Turkish Government."

Your Exoellency is kindly requested to have this letter circulated as a
document of the S8gourity Council.
Please accept, eto,

(84gned) Zenon ROSSIDES
Permanent Representative of Cyprus to
the United Nations



