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LETTER DATED 13 FEBRUARY 1964 FRCM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF L
THE UNION OF SOVIET SNCIALIST REPUBLICS ADDRESSED TO THE PREQILENT ~—
OF THE GECURITY CCUNCIL

1 have the honour to tranemit herewith the text of the message sent on
10 February 1964 by N.8, Khrushchev, Chairman of the Council of Ministers of
the USSR, to the Prime Mihister of Somblia,

I request that arrangements be made to circulate the text of tho meseage
as an official document of the Security Counoil.

I bave the honour to be, eto.

(8igned) N, FEDCRENKO
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MESSAGE TATED 10 FEBRUARY 1964 FRCM N8, KHRUSHCHEV, OHAIRMAN OF TUE
CCUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF THE USSR, TO ABDIRASHID ALIL SHERMACHE, -+
PRIMIE MINISTER OF THE SCMALI REPUBLIC

Dear My, Prime Minister,

I am distressed to loarn that olashes resulting in casualties and dumage to o
property have taken place on the frontier between Somalia and Etbiopia. I am
deeply couvinoced « and I think you will agree - that such clashos between two
neighbouring Afrisan States which have bofiore them the wajor tasks of strengthening
thedr national independence und developing thelr coconomy and oulture for the good
of their people, cannot serve the interests and aspirations of either party.

As I understand it, the clashes which have ocourred on the frontier bvetween
Somalia and Ethiopia are conneoted with the fast that one party has ito own
interpretation regarding certoin dletricts over whieh the other party is exercleing
sovereignty. It ig true that disputes of this kind exist between many States,
not only in Africa but also in other continents. Naturally, it is necessary to
seek ways of settling these disputes, to £ind methods which would help to solve
them to the satisfaction of the parties conoerned. However, the Soviet Uovernment
is convinoced that in our times there are no territorial disputes or unsettled
frontier probleus « and there cannot be any « that can only be solved by recourse
to arme,

This is fully applicable to the differences congerning the frontier questions
butween Scmalis and Bthiopia, Today, gwis have gone into action, blood is being
shed, and if this conflict ig not sauffed out, if it is allowed 4o spread, who
knows whot 1t mey leud tot Saumallo and Ethilopiu will cxhaust one unother in o

useless war, with both sides throwing mworc und more soldlers, arms ond woterinl
regources into the filghting, More und more lives will be lost in both Bomalla and
Ethiopla,

01 course, in spite of nll this, clements can be found which will be only
too plad Lo see a military contlict between two neighbouring African countrice, and,
what 18 wore, will not fail to exploit on opportunity to weuken, to undermine {rom
within, the unity of Afrlcun countries in thelr flght against colonlolism, for

thelr independence, for thely soverelgniy,
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It 18 not towards the settling of aacounts with one enothey Ly force of arms,
nor tovards attompts to gettle torritorial disputes in thelr favour by mllitary
wmeans but towards constructive goals that all the cnergy, all the foress of the
Africen peoples should be divected. That is wby I take the liberty of appealing
to you to adept all necessayy measures, to do everything thet ie humanly possible,
to bring about an lmmediate ovase=-fire elong the Scmali-Bthiopian frontier, and
not allovw the flames of & fy wtder conflict to turn into the conflagration of wer
between the Somali Republic and Bthicpie. '

Deeply respecting, as I do, your statesmansbip, your steadfaestness in upholding
the principles of peaceful cowexistence of all Btates, I should like to express b
the hope that the dispute between Somalia and Ethiopin will be settled peacefully
in the interests of the peoples of both countries,

As I send ysu this message, Mr, Frime Minister, I am addressing a similay
uppeal to the Emperor of Lthiopia, Haile Selassle I.

I have the honour to be, eta,

(8ianed) N. KERUSHCHEV
Chalrman of the Council of Ministers
of the UBBR

Moscow, The Kremlin,
10 February 1964



