
UN/TED NA TIONS

SECURITY
COUNCIL

'.
- "':=:"'~.-~.;:-:~ =..'--'r::-=.. ._-:- .

GENERAL

S/2550
6 March 1952

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH
"...._....._--------:-----:-~--------;.-,-:..-..:....-:-.----:._----

I •• .. ' . ~ I

NOTE DATED 4 MARCH 1952 FROM THE REPRE3ENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATE3 TO THE
SECR:m.rr\RY~GENERAL TRANSMITTTIj'G THE THIRTY~SEVErv'TH REPORT OF THE UNITED

, NATIONS COMMAND OPERA.TIONS IN KORE-'\. ·IN ,ACCORDANCE WITH THE
SECURITY COUNCE RESOLurION 0~7 JuLy 1950 (~/1588) .'

The Re~rescntntive of the Ur~ted States to .the·United Nations ~resonts

his com~lim0nts to tho Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the

honour to rofer to,Pnrnsra~h 6 of tho Resolution of tho Security Council of

July 7, 1950, re~uostin~ the United States to ~rovide 'tho Security Counc~l with

re~orts, as a~~re~riatQ, .on tho courso of action taken under 'the Unitod Nations. .... .
Command.

In com~lianco with this Resolution, thero is enclos od herewith, for "
circulation to the momb~rs o~ the Socur~~y Council, the Thirty-seventh Ro~ort

of tho United Nations Command O~erations in Korea for tho ~eriod January 1

throu.~ January 15'" ~952) inclusive.
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ANNJiTIi: A

. m:POf{T OF THE UN.rrED NATIONS COMM.l.\J.IID OPERATIONS IN KORE~

FOR THE PERIOD 1 .. 15 .JAIol1.Tl\RY 1952
(Ro:port No. 31)

, .
I her,'),'!'ith submit rOJ.)f)rt nun::b0:r- 37 off thp United NnticI1A CC'Il':I1lIlnd Operations

in K~rea for the :poriod 1 .. 15 January 1952 inclusivo. United Nations Cc~~nd

corr:rr~Di~tos numbors 1130;1144, J.)rn~idQ dot~ila~ accoun~s of tho op~ro.tions.

IJ;lto discuasia,n of ~gond.o. itom numbor.3 contorod on.tho throo principlos

:pro:r:osod .by tho Unitod Nati')llS. Comrr.nnd dolegation and Quotod in Unitod. Nations
• I, .',

Comn:~md ropirt n'Wibor. 36. Although some slight progross lias mdo, the stand

taken by tho. C01J]IJlunists Co.U80S incronsil\.~ doubt as to tho~r true intentions
. "

tnvTard an armistice. Thoy continue to 0:p:p0so any rostriction on tho

roha.bilito.tion of airfiolds, thoir argtU~onts contoring on "Sovoroign r~ghts"

~nd."~'int.Qrferenco in .iptorno.l affe.:l.rs ll • The United Nation.<:J Cormn:'l.nd considors. ..

thoso ar~onts to. bo ill,ogico.l and contractic,\:-ory. j;'.n,y armistico agrqcmont

must necessarilyc<:>ncomitantly rosult in srn:e abridgmont of so-callod sovore~gn

rights. The significant fn-ct is that such abridgmont is voluntarily assuLlod and

mutu~lly o.~rood to by the nutinns concorned. Tho right to agree, as the United

I - Nations Comrrnnd delogntion has stated to tho Communist delogates} is the vory

essence of sovereignty. The C')rrilllunists~'re. alroody agrood to limitations on the

intr0duction of porsonnol and oquipnont and to observation by non-combatant teams;

and they admit that such :provisions are required to insure against an increase

in military ca:r;o..bilitios. Tho Unitod NatiC'l'ls Co:rr.rrLtnd hC'lds that rostriction on

incroase :l.n military air caFJ.bilitios is also n fundo.mento.l safeguard.

Additiono.J_ combat airfields closor to the battle lino wnuld pormit additional

sorties :por day by tho samo aircraft, This would. rosult in a definite increaso

in militlJ.ry air co.]?Qbility. Fnr olthor side to construct combat t1irf:l.olds during

an armistico} thorofore, would causo tensi~ns which would joopardizo the duration

of the agreemont. The United Nl.l.tions CCIr.IT'Jlnd has agreed to tho rehabilitation of

sufficient airfiolds in N0rth Korea to insure the full conduct of North Korean

civ:l.l affairs. Rellco} tho Communist insistenco on unlimitea. airfield

construction is nbvinusIJr dotrinlontal to the basic objoctivos of tho armistico

agrooment. It is l1otoworthy that tho United Nation.g Command delegation has

/re:peatodly
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ropoate<lly askod tho 'luestion: liDo Jrou 0.131"00 that noi;bhbr sido should incr0080

its military ail' cQ.];lC'.bilities during tho poriod of the armistico?lt. This 'luostion

hD.S always met with an ovasivo, 'oQuivocal roply from tho Conmnmist sido.

In an effort to reach a BO\Uld solution to ~ho problom of exchanging prisonors

of war ivhioh would bo acceptable tn both the United Na.tions COI1lIJ1.und and the

Corrmunists and at the Sa.IllO timo preserve the moat huu~nitarian aspects of

ropa.tri!ltion, the United Nations Command armistice delegation introduced tho

following proposal, which incor~oratos provisions for all prisonors of war and

civilians who have boen involved in the conflict:

Itprisonors of vTO.r who elect ror;a.triation shall bo exchanged on a I-for-l

basis until ono side has exchanged all such :prisonors of war held b;r it.

liThe side which thercn.ftor holds 'prisoners of war shall ropc.triato all thoso

prisonors of war who oloct to bo ropatriatod in a I-for-l oxchan~o for foroiGn

civilians internod by tho other sido, o.nd for civ:l.lians and other persons of the

one side who are at the timo of the signing of the arluistice in the territory

under c'introl of the other side, and who elect to be repatriated. Priaon/)l"s of

war thus exchangod shall bo p.'l.rolod to the opposing force, such parolo to carry

ivith it tho conditinn that tho individual shall not 0.go.in bear arms ago.inst the

sido relo0.8in3 him.

ItAll prisoners of war not olecting rOIJUtriation shn.ll bo roloorwd from

prisJner of war status and shall bo paroled, such ~rolo to carry with it tho

condition tho. t tho individuD.l will not again boar arms in tho Korca.n confliet.

HAll remaining civilians of oithor sido vTho 0.1"0, at the timo of tho signing

of the armistico, in torritory tU~dor control of the other side, shall be

repatriatod if thoy so olect.

"In order to insuro that tho choice rogarding rOIA'1.triation is Ir.ado without

duress) delogatos of the Intornational CC'll;rrnittoo of The Rod Cross shall bo

:pormitted to intorview 0.11 l)risonors of i'1DX at tho :points of oxchango, and all

civilians nf eithor sid.o who 0.1"0 at tho tim') nf' tho signin.~ of the armistico in

territory under the control of tho othor sido."

In dofining "civilians" as us od in this proposal) tho Unit od Nations COl11I1"..Q.nd.

omphasized thoy wore considered to bo individuals of oithor sido who on

25 June 1950 i'1Ore bom-fido rasidents undor tho Ropublic of Korea or tho

Cor.rraunist regimo in North Korea.

/In su:mmary,
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In sunnno.ry, the Uhited Nntions CorUllD.nd proposal provid,os for the relenso of

all prisono:t's of war includine: soldiom of ono sido i~ho rnny havo boen improssod

into the armod forcos of the ~ther side. It ~Tn.S pointed ovt to tho Con~unists

that the Unitod. Nntions Commond 'proposal i~as consistent in evary respect with the

initial Communist clciu tl~t all prisonors of war of both sidos should bo roloasod.

As regards ropatriation, tho propooal pormits freedom of choico of tho

individual thus insuring that no duross or forco i.,,-ill be oxercisod to influonce

him. It pro~idcs ropatrintion not only for prisoners of ~~r, but for displaced

pers:>ns cnd rofugoos as well, i~ho can equally be considered as victims of war.

Those who so desire are pOl~itted to return to their homes as soon ns possiblo.

Finally, thoUhited Na.tions COnIDlund proposal prOVides for a suporvisory organ

to interview 'the porsor~ involved, to insuro tliat, whatever their choico, it will

be wnde freoly·and. without foal'.

Tho initial roaction oftho Communil=lts in :protosting tho United Nations

COr.1l1l!J.nd :pro:PQsal was cha.ractorizod, by n sories of vicious and slnndorous remc,rks,

among which tho Unitod Nations Co~nd was accused of attompting to kaop

prisonors of war in slavory, to hold thorn as hostages nnd provent tho civilian

pop1,l.lation in tho Unitod Nations CO!llIlill.nd. zonn from being rep.'J.triatcd. After

continued and semetimes oxasperating discussion, it bocame quite clear that the

basi,c, objection to tho United Natiens ComrJUnd proposal Wt:1S not that the

Communists did not recognizo its ~TOrkability and humnnitnria.n fontures, but that

they wero alnr.mod ~t tho possibility thntlarso numbers of the prisoners wo held

and of the North Korean refugee populction now in Southorn Korea, would refuse

return to Communist control. It appea":'ed most sisnificant that, whilo supposedly

arguing the risht of impressed RepUblic of Korea Army sold.iors to romain in tho

Communiot forces, tho COIl1I!lunists insisted toot prisoners of war of both sid.os

should be forcefully ro~~triatod.

ThrOUghout subsequent discussion, tho Communisto havo attempted to play a

variety of themos all aimod at dj.screditlng thn. 'United No. t:i,ons Command proposal.

They 110.'10 boon complotely unsuccessful 1n advan,c:i,l1G one valid statement that can

refute the United Nations COL~~d proposnl to oxtond the ri~lt to oloct

repatriation to every prisonor und ciVil'ian internee now in our custocly and to

every civilian who fled into South Koron at tho start of the war. We have

emphasizod that the docision of oach prisonor of war with reference to his

/re:patriation
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ropatriation ,.,ould bo oponly and pUblicl~/ oxpressed. bofero u repl~esont::ttj,yO of

tho Intornational Hod Crossnt the point of exchange, and that the United Netions

Cor.ll:l':\nd proposal stand.s oponly o.nd conclllsivol;~r as the most hU!nc,nitc.rio.n,

0<1uitnble appro"1ch to the OXCh'J.l' ~'-) of prisonors of war, oivilio.ns and. rofugees,

and entirely in oonso~nco ,·rith tho spirit of t):le Ganov8- Cemrontion.

Th(' enemy disp1'J.yed. only limitod. offonsive' tendoncios in tho bc.ttlo area and.

confinod his action ~~inly to night p~trolling o.nd probing o.tt~cks or.lploying

units up to tho strongth of 0. CODlPal1Y. Ono 0xcoption to this pattorn of o.etivj.ty

occurred. in tho C'xtremo Westorn soctor of· the battle lino whGro ~ld.v.'J.nco8 g~'l.jne(l

by 0. limitod Unitod Nations Co:rnmund o.tto.ck ''101'0 nullifi od by n succossful

counter:::.tto.ck by strong one-my forces. During dnJrlight hours the onor.Jy conc()ntr~'.toa

his efforts tm·rards turning back tho muncr01,18 Unitod Nntions Comll1!:md patrols.

Tho front linos remcincd unchaneod during the poriod. Continuod anti-gu0rrill~

operc.tions further impnirnd. the a.,·rindling strength of gucrrillLt forces within the

Ropublic of Koren.

Fighting in the Punji o.ren Wo.s hoc.vy o.s contro.st0d to tho p'J.trol activity

along the rer:'.c..inclor of tho V!astern front. Unitad NutionB Cor.in:lIlcl olcr:.onto

attC!.clcod on 3 .JlrlL1JJ.ry to cOl~ploto th0 rostoro.tion of outpost :positions viM.ch had

beon lost as [l. rosult of ::m one:m;r !1tto.ck on 28 Drcembor. Fivo days of c~L'":'ost

constcnt ficht::ng '\>TOro re'1uircd to d.rivo tho numorically 0<111[11 cnony clofondors

from thes 'J lOG:1 tions • The imIrlodia.to cOL.mitr.1ont of two a.liditional onor.JY rogimonts

to 0. do.;;rlight countera.ttc.ck forced. tho Unitocl Na.tions COJ.n.11l£lnd olemonts from the

disputod positions. It is osti" :od that approxj.nntoly 3,0')0 casualties woro

inflicted on the one!:Jy units' during tho course of this Q.ction.

Thore wore no major military devolopmonto on tho \-l.estern or ELwtorn fronts,

tho battle scone being dominated by aggrossivo patrolling by both sid0s. On

tw'O succcssivo nights, 3 and 4 Jo..nuC'.ry, strong oncr.1Y combat patrols forc(~d. tho

withdrmr.'J.l of United Nations Command. outpost pas i tiOIlS in tho Mulguju 0.1'00.. On

both occasions the positions wero fully rostored by in3::,odj.~,tc United Na.tions

Cor~~nd countar-nction.

The second phase of tho anti-guerrilla oprro.tion in tho Southwostern

portion of tho Korean poninsulo. vras complated on 5 Janucry and thp,third phtlSO

was initiat~d tho follOWing dny. As 0. con8e'1ucnco of oo.rlior succossos, the

number cmd. sizr) of tho d.issident n.;roups oncountored. is decreasing stC'-.~dilJ·. In
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February 1951 the effcc~ivo guorr':lb. strength within tho ;Rt:'];lubJ.1 c: of Kor.C'o' 1,'[lS. -. .
ostirJI:'.tod. at o.p];lroxir.1.'"'.td;r 27, ')0". DC'spitC' tho continuous rQcru:ltn"nt of". '. .
o.d.d.itional followors b~ th~ guerril~~sJ tho RO];lublic of Kore~ security for~('s held.

this sizeable threat in chock und. by Noyor.fuor 1951 hnd. reduced. the diooid.ent

strenGth to an esti~ttod 10,000. Durinatllo past six weeks nn intensifi0d D.llti­

gu~rrillD. operation has furthor reduced the guerrilln forces to 0. strength of

about 6}ooo cff0ctivc~.

The ('nor),)r! S offensive cQ.];lD.bility rot"Jlins UI1.'11t'erecl. . Prisonors of wo.r fail

to prefoss '-tI1;'l know~::'dgo of plans for a.n early offensive. On the' contrcu·;)r, rncollt

pr:i.sonor3 of war roports indica.te only plaus to cont:i.nue tho d.ofonso. The buD:

of the nvo.ilublo evidonce supports tho prisoners of war allegations which ~oir-t.
to thC' OnOl:lys l:::..'"'.inteno.nco of his prosont det.'ensive :1.ttitude.

In the first woeks of 1952Unitod Na.tions Cor.1!l1.'md nnvnl forces flnd n".val

and. InQrino :1.ir squO-dron8 exorted 3tronuous offorts to holp prf'Yentnn onor.J;}T build­

up duriue the lull in ground oporc.tions. Sustained ground interdiction was

continued Qlong both censts by the ~urfnce blocknd.ing forces in night ~nd dny

o.ttacks. Their h2.rro.ssin(3 o.nd su:p:port:i.neboln.b~rd.nonts inflicted pf'rsonnol !'..11d.

nnterinl 108803 on tho enel:'~ at th0 b~ttloline and at nnjor North Korean coasta.l.
communication cento~s.

08.rrier nnd :L.md-based n'lv~~:'- '.:nd l.:.nrine nil' squad.rons continued. the

intordiction of enor;y redl) high'lV'l~r and son routos in spite of l:'~r8ina.l wonth'Jr.' .
conditions. Patrol squadrons .Lr~into.inod roconru,issQIlce of onony wntors, and

furnished ·'mti-subI:J.arine :p<':1.trols for friondly supply convoys.

~lineGweoping ~nd naval artillery support fire continuod on Q round-tho-clock

bas :i.S • Tl~o Unit.cd Sta.tes ninoS'l'l'Oeper Dr::x:trous, opernt:i.ng nonr Wonso.n} lost ono

killed. o.nd hlO -YTounded whon sl~e was .hit. sovernl til::tes hy 75 milli!:lotrr gunfiro

frOl:l onC'WJ" ohor)-b:t8ed batteries •

. Unitod Nations Command nil' attncks constituted the nost aggressive ty~ ~of.

uoticn during the reporting period. Th0 enoL~ continued to countor ~hoso Gttncks

with ~l.ctivc nil' dofonse forc08 ,'.lnd pasoiye deforiso moasur.os which rn.ndo gro1.illd

targots difficult to locate and destroy. The cDmbination of sna.ll 8.r!:l8 ground

firo} 8..'1ti..e aircrni't a.rtillery. concontra.tions and hig~ perfo~:mnnce intol:ceptor

nircr8.ft Qccounted for tho destruction of thirty-nino United N:ltions COl.Jr.l~nd

nircrd:ft.. DOGpit.o freCluent l1ir-to-cdr conbnt botwe<'I+ MIG-15 and United Nations

/Cemr12nd
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ContllJ.nd o.ircrp,ft tho .. :j.osE?os on both sidos. hayo beon cOl'l};Orativoly l~ght. Pilots

rOIJort tho.t !JD.ny fligllts of tho onaruy intorcoIJtors 0.1'0 non-o.ggrossivo a.nd tond. to

avoid comba.t even when they have stro!"'.g o.dva.ntagos in ]?Osition o.nd· numbors. On. .
othor.PCco.sions.~nitod Np,tions COnn::JIJ.nd IJilots ho.vo ongo.ged fligl1ts of MIGswhich

exqibitod agGrossivo sIJirit,.inIJrovod tactics and ~ high doSroo of IJilot toclUliqu(

On thoso occa.sions littlo advantago is onjoyed by oitho~.sido and clains for kills

und. tho nunbor of ~ameod aircraft rOl:1ains. ;Low. This trond in MIG oporations is

now quito IJronouncod q,nd londs crodoncQ to thp thoory thnt North,vost Korea is

bein~ used by Communist forcos fo~ systewntic .o.dvo.nce~ trnininr of fightor IJilots.

United Nations COmrJ.ond IJilots olaim dostruct:ton of twolvo lUGs and danago to

t,vonty DOl'O in air-to-nir conba.t.. .. .
S:l•.J btlJj~ e:' tho fightor-nOI:lbor and 1J.cdiun bonbor effort was o.gnin diroctod

nt interdiction of onony ro.ilroq.d fo.cil:ltios. During dc.;}rlight hours the IJrinc~IJD.l. . .
tarGots woro rail cuts ~lo:r:g tho opon linos and. a.ttacks on locomotives, ro.il cnrs

and sUIJIJ1;}' stnc;ks o.djncent to the right of way. At night modiun bombers nttacked
. ",

kO~l bridgos in tho North Korean ra.il system. Tho extent of tho unroIJCl.ired and

dar.ngod rnil lines south of the ChoDB-Chon Rivor has IJernittod the alloca.tion of

sono rail interdiction offort to targots North of tho IJrovious rail intordiction

boundary.

United No.tions Command ar:cJY requiroraonts f'")r closo SUIJIJort sor.tics wore

furnishod whonovor lucrativo tnrgets wero uncovered. Aircra.ft of tho ROIJublic

of Koroa Air Forco IJrovided closo sUIJIJort for anti-guorrilla oIJero.tions in roar

aroas.

Enemy or unidontifiod aircro.ft wore rOIJorted ovor United No.tiono Co~nd

IJositions on throo occa.sions. Theso woro all night nuisanco atta.cks with damago

to friondly installations boing rOIJortod as sUIJorficinl. A tYIJical oxa.rn.IJle

occurcd during tho IJro-dawn hours on 1 January when low IJorforr.anco aircraft

droIJIJod mortar-sholl tYIJo fragr.lOntation bombs in tho Sooul-Inchon 0.1'00.. Thoro

wore no Unitod Nations Cor.1ITk'1.nd casunltios, but ono Koroan far:oor wns killod and

tWQ othors 1nj1r.'t:ld.

United Nations Conmand lenflots, 10udsIJoakor broadcasts, and radio

brondcasts re~rtod to on~ aeldiors, nnd to Korenn civilians undor Co~unist,
subjugation, tho IJrotraction of arrJdstico nogotiations by tho continuod stnlling

tactics of Conmunist sIJokesnen at Pal~jon. Theso Unitod Nations Co~nd modia

/roitoratod
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reitorated the d(ltormino.tien ef the Korean pooploo.nd the United No.tions COnmlllnd
..:t .". '. I

J.~rcco to :pross for the oo.rly c:'>nclusion of u just and realistic armistice.' ' .
o.groenent despito cont~n~ing Communist obstructinn ef efforts· to restore peaco.

Wido publicity WOoS given to the Unitod Nati()ns COIlllJ£1nd ;proposal tc allow :prisoners

of'wur to exerciso freodo~ pf choice in repatriatien. Radio' broadcasts and nows

shoots oxplained in dot~iltho nocessity for prohibiting construction or, . . ,.

rehubilitn.tion of mili,ta.ry airfields, during tho poriod following an arniistico.

Under tho to~ of +,ho approvod memorandum of undorstandingbbtween the

Unitod No.iions Cen~o.nd and the Unitod Nations Koronn Roconstruction Agency, the

Joint UnitoQ Nations Cor.~d - UnitQdNations Koroan Roccnstruction Agoncy

COIr.iIY.littoo in Tokyo hold its initial meeting on 5 January 1952. 'Tho moetings,

loading toward~ in1ti~1 und.erstan~i~g and agrooncnt, dco.lt 'with tho Unitod. Nati~ns

K'Jroa.n Roconstruction Agoncy orgcmi zo.t~on, cOIJmittoo r,10I:lborship, rulos ef

p~ocoduro, United Nations COJm:JD..nd and United. Jlatic:m Koroan Roconstruction Agoncy

joint operation, cnd tho procWOOrlont of porsonnel for i1'l.plcnontint3 tho civil

assistanco und. economic·o.idprogr~~. Tho nission of this joint con~ittoe is the

rosolution of mutual prob19111S and rosponsibilitios, durinc phaso ono ,.,hon tho

Unitod. Nations C01:JI:11lnd. ha~ oporational rosponsibilitj', and planning for phaso

two when tho Uni'tcd Nations Koronn ROCoDstl'uetion Agency will assume operational

rosIJoIlslbility.
, .

'(Gi~il2d) RIDG\{l\.Y
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