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NOTE DATED 4 MARCE 1952 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNTTED STATES T0 THE
 SECRETARY-GENERAL TRANSMITTING THE THIRTY-SEVENTH REPORT OF THE UNITED
© NATTONS COMMAND OPERATTIONS IN KOREA IN.ACCORDANCE WITH THE .
SECURTTY COUNCIL RESOLULTION OF 7 JULY 1950 (s/1588)

The Represcntative of the Unlted Std&os Eo'tho'Uhitod Nations presents
his compliments to tho Secrotarj—Gonoral of the United Nations and has the
honour to refer ‘o Paragraph 6 of tho Resolution of tho Sccurity Council of l
July 7, 1950, roquosting the United Statos to provide tho Socur*ty Coun01l with
roports, as appropriate, on the courso of action takon under ‘the Unltod Nations
Command . | | . ’ .

In compliencc with this Resolutlon, therc 1s onclcscd hchW1th for
circulation to the mombors of the Sccurlty Council tho Thirty-sovonth Report
of tho Unitcd Nations Command Opcrations in Kbrna for tho period Junuary 1
through Jenuexry 15, 1952, incluslve.
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REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS COMMAND OFERATIONS IN EOREA
FOR THE PERIOD 1 - 15 JANUARY 1952
(Report No.37)

I hoerawlth subﬁit report numbor 37 of, the United Notions Command Operations
in Xnrea for the peried 1 - 15 Jaﬁuury 1952 inciusive. United Nations Command
cormuniques numbers 1130-114k, provide dotailod accounts of tho oporations.

The dlscussion of agonda itcm.numbor.é céntorod on.tho threo principles
prorosod by tho United Natlong Command dolegation and quotod in Unitod Nations
Command roport numbor 36. nlthouph some slight progross was mado. the stand
taken by the Communists cousos incronsing doubt as to thoir true intontions
towvard an armistico. They continue to opposc any rostriction on tho
rchobllitatlon of alrfiolds, their argumonts centoring on "Sovoroign rights"

. %nd*ﬂintQ1Iolonco in intcrnel affalrs". The United Nations Command considors
theso argumonts to, bo illpgical and contradictory. Any armistice agrecment

must nocessarily concomitantly rosult in secme abridgiont of so~callod goverclgn
rights, The aignificant fact is that such dbridgmont is voluntarily agsuncd and
mutually agrocd to by the notions concorned. Tho right to agreec, as the United
Nations Command delegotion has stated to tho Conmunist dologates, is the very
essence of sovereigmty. Tho Cormunistskave alrcady agroed to limitations on the
intrnduction of porsonnol and oguiymont and to observation by non-combatent tcams;
and thoy admit that such provisions arc reguired te insure against an increaso
in militory capabilitics. The United Naticns Cormand helds that restriction on
incroasc in military air capebllitics is also a fundemontal safoguard.

Additional combat alrficlds closor to the battle lineo would permit additional
sortics por dey by the samo aircraft, This would rosult in a definite increaso
in military air capability. Fer clthor sido to construct combat alrficlds during
an armistice, thorefore, would couso tonsicns which would jeopardize the duration
of the agrocment. The United Notlons Command has agrecd to tho rohabilitation of
gpufficlont airflolds in North Korce to insurc tho full conduct of North Korocan
civil affeirs. Honco, tho Commnist insistonco on unlimitod eirfield
constrﬁction 1s nbvirusly detrimontal to tho bosic obJectives of tho armistico
agrooment. It 1s notcworthy that the Unitod Nations Command dclegation has

%2

/ropeatedly



s/2557
Pago 3

ropoatedly askod tho question: "Do you agrooc that noither sido should incronso
1ts military air copebllitics during the poriod of tho armistico?". This quostion
has always met with an ovasive, oquivocal roply from tho Comrunist sida.

In an cffort to reach a sound solution to tho probleom of oxchanging prisoncrs
of war which would bc acceptable tn both tho United Nations Commond and theo
Cormunists and at the samo time presorve tho most humanitarian aspeots of
repatriation, the United Nations Command armictice dologation introducod tho
following proposal, which incorporates provisions for all prisoncrs of war and
c¢lvilians who have boon involved in the conflict:

"Prisoncrs of war who clect repatriation shall bo oxchanged on a l-for=1
basls until ono sidc has oxchanged all such prisonors of war hold by it.

"The sido which thercaftor holds prisoncrs of war shall ropotriate all those
prisoncrs of war who cloct to be repatriated in a l-for-l cxchanze for foreign
civilians intorned by the othor side, and for civilions and otheor persons of tho
one side who arc at the time of the signing of the armistice in the territory
under control of tho other sido, and who olecct to bo ropatriated. Prisonsrs of
war thus oxchanged shall bo j&rolod to the opposing forco, such parole to carry
with it the condition that tho individual shall not agnin boar arms agoinst the
side rclecsing him. ‘

"All prisoncrs of war not clecting ropatriation shall bo relcased from
prisoner of war status and shall bo paroled, such parolo to carry with it tho
condition that tho individual will not again boar arms in the Korcan conflict.

"All romoining civilians of oither side who are, at the time of the signing
of the armistice, in torritory under control of the other side, shall bo
repatriated if thoy so olect.

"In ordor to insure that the choico rogarding repatriation is mado without
duross, declegates of the Intornational Cormittco of The Red Cross shall be
pormitted to interviow all prisoncrs of war at the points of oxchange, and all
civilians of oithor side who arc at tho timn af the gigning of the armistico in
territory under the control of theo other sido,"

In defining "civilians” as uscd in this proposal, tho Unitod Nations Command
omphasized thoy woro considered to bo individuals of oithor sido who on
25 Junc 1950 worc bona~fido resldents undor the Ropublic of Koreca cor the

Cormmunist rogimo in North Korea.
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In surmary, the Unhited Nations Cormand proposal provides for the release of
all prisoncrs of war Including soldiors of one sido who may havo been imprcsspd
into the armed forcos of the other side. It was pointed ovt to tho Communists
~ that the United Nations Commoand ‘proposal was consistent in overy respect with the
initial Communiet claim that all prisencrs of war of both sides should be roleasod.

As rogords ropatriation, tho proposal pormits freodom of cholce of tho
individual thus insuring that no duroess or forco will bo oxercised to influcnce
him. It provides repatriation not only for prisoncrs of war, but for displaced
peraons end rofugoes as weoll, who can oqﬁally be considered as victims of war.
Those who so desire aerc pormittod to roturn to their homos as soon as possible.
Finally, tho Unitod Notions Command proposal provides for a supervisory orgen
to intorviow tho porsons involved, to insurc that, whatover thoir choice, it will
be made frocly and without foor.

The initial rcaction of the Communists in protesting tho United Nations
Cormand proposal. was charactorized by o scriocs of vicious and slandorous romarks,
among which the Unitod Naotions Command was accuscd of attompting to koop
prisoncrs of war in slavory, to hold them as hostages and provent the civilian
population in the United Nations Cormand zone from boing ropatriated. After
continued and scmotimos oxasporating discussion, 1t bocamo quite clear that the
basic-obJjection to tho United Notions Commend proposal was not that the
Cormunists did not recognizo its workability end humenitarian features, but that
they wore clarmed at tho possibility that large numbers of tho prisoncrs we hold
. and ‘of the North Korcan rofugec population now in Southorn Koreaz, would rcfuso
roturn to Communist control. It appoared mogt significant that, whilc supposecdly
arguing tho right of impressecd Reopublic of Korea Army soldicrs to remain in the
Communiot forces, tho Commmists insisted that prisoncrs of war of both sides
should be forcofully ropatriated. |

Throughout subscquent discusslon, the Cormunists havo attempted to play a
varicty of thomos all aimod at discroditing the United Nations Command pfoposal.
Thoy havo beon complotely wnsuccessful in adveheing ono valid statement that can
rofute the United Nations Cormand proposal to oxtond the right to clect
ropatriation to cvery prisoner and civilion intornce now in our custody and to
ovory cilvilian who fled into South Korea at the start of the war. We have
cmphasized that tho decision of cach prisonor of war with rcforence to his
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ropatriation wonld bo cpenly and publicly oxpressod boforo a repregsontative of
the International Red Cross at the point of cxchange, and that tho United Netions
Cormiand proposal stands oponly and conclusively as the most humeniterilan,
cquitable approach to the exchar:o of prisonors of war, civilians and reofugeos,
and cntircly in consonconce with tho spirit of the Genova Cenvontion.

The cnemy displayed only linited offonsive tondencies in the battlo area cond
confined his action mainly to night patrolling ond probing attacks employing
units up to tho strongth of o company. One cxception to this pattern of activity
occurred in tho cxtremo Westorn scctor of -the battle lino where wdvances gained

by a limited United Natlons Commond attack wore nullified by o successful

countorattack by strong oncmy forces. During doylight hours the onony concentrated

his efforts towards turning back the mumerous United Notions Command patrols.

Tho front linos romoined unchangod during the period. Continued anti~gucrrille
oporations further impaired the dwindling strongth of guecrrilla forces within the
Republic of Korea.

Fighting in the Punji area wos heovy as contrasted to the patrol activity
along the remaindeor of tho Wegtorn front., United Nations Cormond olorments
attacked on 3 Jumary to complote the rostoration of outpost positions which had
been lost as a rosult of an onemy ottack on 28 Drcombor. Five days of alrost
constont fighting wore required to drive tho nunerically oqual cneny dofondors
from theso rooitions. The fumedicto cormitment of two additional oneny regimonts
to a daylight counterattoack forced tho Unitod Nations Command colomenta from the
disputed positioms. It is osti:  sed that approximately 3,770 casualtics were
inflictod on the encry units’ during the coursc of this action.

Thore wore no major military dovolopments on tho Western or Fogtern fronts,
the battleo scene bolng dominated by aggressive patrolling by both gidos. On
two succcssive nlghts, 3 and 4 January, strong oncuay combat patrols forced the
withdrawol of Unitod Natlons Cormond outpost positions in tho Mulguju arcn. Cn
both occasions the positions were fully rostored by irmedicte United lations
Commnnd countor-action, |

The sccond phase of tho anti-gucrrilla operation in the Southwestern
portion of the Korcon peninsule was comploted on 5 Janucry and the third phasc
wos initiat~d the following day. As a consogucnco of carlier sucecsses, the

number and size of the dissident sroups oncountercd is decreasing stecdily. In

/Fﬂbruary




5 /2550

Puge

Fobruary 1951 the effectivo guorrilla strongbh within the Republic of Korca was
Qstimntod at approximntely 27,00”. Dosﬁitp thao éontinuous recruitnent of .
additional followors by the guerrillns, ﬁho Republic of Koren socurity forees held
this sizeable threat in chockdand by Novombor 1951 had reduced the dissident
stroﬁgth to an estimated 10,200, During tho past six weoks cn intonsified anti-
gurrrilla operntion has furthor reduced tho guorrilla forces to a strongth of
about 6,000 offcctivoé.

The coneny's offonsive capnbility romains wnnltored. - Prisonors of war Toil
to profons iny knowlodge of»plans for an éurly offensive. On the contrary, rocout
prisoncrs of war rcpérts indicato only plans to continuc the dofenso. The bulk
of the ;vailable ovidence supports the prisoncrs of war allegations which point
to the oncmys maintonnnco of hils proscont defonsivoe attitudé.

In tho first wooks of 1952 Unitod Nations Cormand naval forcos and naval
and norine air squadrdns cxoftod-stronuous offorté to help pr~vont an cnony build-
up during the lull in gfound oporctions, Sﬁstaincd'ground interdiction was
continuecd along both coasts by thoe surfaco blockading forces in night and day
attacks., Thelr harressing and éupporting;bombardmonts inflicted personnel ~nd
matorial losses on thoe cnony at the battloline and at major North Korean coastal
comrunication centors., | o

Carricr and land-basod‘n1Vhl tnd mrine air squadrons cohtinuod the
inteordiction of cnomy‘rail, highway ond soa routes in spitg of mﬁrginal wonthor
conditions., Patrol squedrons mcintainced roconncissance of cnemy waters, and
furnished anti-submarine patrols for friondiy gupply convoys.

Minecsweoping and naval artillory support firc conbinucd on a round-the-clock

_ basis. The United States minesweepor Doxtrous, oporating ncar Wonson, lost ono

killed ond two wounded whon she was hit sovoral times by 75 millimoter gunfiro
from oncry shor»-burged battorics. |

. Unitod Nations Command alr attacks donstitutod fho most aggrossive type .of.
acticn during tho roporting period. The cnomy continued to countor those attacks
with active airbdofonso forces and passive dofonso noasures which modo ground
tergots difficult to locate and dostroy. Tho combination of small arms ground
fire, antl-gdrcraft artillery concentrations and high porformance intorceptor
aircraft gcboqntod for the dostruction of thirty-niﬁo Unitéd Nations Cormand

aircrdft, Dospite froquent air-to-zir corbat botwoen MIG-15 and Unitoed Notlons
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Cormand aircroft tho,losgos on both sidos have beon comparatively light. Pilots
report that many flights of the onomy intorcoptors aro non-aggressivo and tond.to
avaid combat ovon whon they have strong advantagos in position and numbors, On
othor.pccasions,Uhitdd Natlons Cormand pilets have ongnged flights of MIGs which
cxhiblted agarossivo spirit, improved tactics and o high dogreo of pilot. techniquc
On thoso occasions littlo advantago is onJoyod by oithor sido and claius for kills
and the nurber of @aﬁagod aircraft romaing low. This trond in MIG oporations is
now quitoe prqnouncod»and_londs crodence to.tho_thoory that Northwost Korca is
bolng used by Comminist forcos for systomatic.advanpoq training of fightor pilots.
United Nations Command pilots claim dostructlon of twolve MIGs and damago to
twonty more in air-@o-air combat, . ‘

7o bullkt of tho fightor-hombor and medium borbor coffort was.again diroctod
at intordiction of onony railfoqd facilitios, During daylight hourg the principal
targots woro rail‘cuts glépg tho open lines and attacks on locomotives, rail cars
and supply stacks cdjacont to tho right of way. At night modium bombors attacked
koy bridges in tho North Korecan rail systom, _Tho cxtent of the unropaired and
damrgod rail linos south of tho Chong~Chon River has permittod tho allocation of
soric roil interdiction offort to targots North of tho provious rail intordiction
boundary, . ' ‘ o ‘

Unitcd Nations Commond army roguircmonts £ar closc support sorties wore
furnishod whenover lucrativo targots woro uncoverod. Alrcraft of tho Ropublic
of Korca Alr Forco provided ¢loso gupport for antl~guorrilla oporations in rear
arcas.

Incmy or unidentificd aircraft woroe reported over United Nations Command
positlons on throo occasions, Thoso woro all night nuloence attacks with damago
to friondly installations being roportod as superficial. A typical oxamplo
occurcd during tho pro~dawn hours on 1 January whon low porforrmanco aircraft
droppod mortar-sholl type fragmontation bombs in tho Scoul-Inchon arca, Thoro
wore no United Nations Cormand casualtlos, but ono Koroan farmor wos ki1llod and
twg othors indured.

United Natlons Cormond leaflots, loudspookor broadcasts, and radio
broadcasts roportod to oncmy scldiors, and to Korcan civilians undor Cormunish
subugation, tho prot;action of arristico nogotiations by tho continuod stalling
tactics of Cormunist spokecsmen at Panrmnjon. Thoso United Nations Cormand modia
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reitorated tho dotorminotion of tho Korcan poople and tho United Nations Commond
frreoeco to pross for tho qurly'dnnclusion of o Just and roalistic armistico |
egrocnont dosplto contiﬁuing Communist obstructinn of offorts to rostore peace.
Wido publicity was given to tho Unitod Notlons Command proposal t¢ allow prigoncrs
of ‘war to oxorcisc froocdom of choice in ropatriation, Radio broddecosts and novs
shoots oxplainod in detall the nocossity for prohibiting construction or '
rohabilitation of militory airficlds dvring the poriod fellowing an armistico,
Undor tho torms of %heo approved momorandum of understanding botweon the
Unitod Naﬁions Cqﬁmand and tho United Nations Koroan Reconstruction Agency, the
Joint Unifod'Nations Cormond - ﬂhitovaations Korcan Recenstruction Agoncy
Cormittoc 1n Tokyo held 1ts initial mocting on 5 Jomuary 1952, ‘Tho mobtings,
londing towards initial understanding and egreemont, dealt with the Unitod Natlons
Korcen Rocéhstruction Agoney organlzatlon, committeo norbership, rulos of .
pfocodurb,'Unitcd Nations Commond and United Saticos Rorean Roconstruction Agoncy
Joint epcration, and the procurcment of porsomneol for implamenting the civil
assistance and cconomic'aid.progr&m. Tho mission of this joint cormittec is tho -
rosolution ofvmutual problems and rosponsibilities, during phaso onc vhon tho
United Notions Cormnand hds oporational rosrponsibility, and planning for phaso
two whon tho Unitod Nations‘Kbroan Roconstruction Agoncy will assume oporational

responsibllity.

“(Simicd) RIDGWAY
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