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The Acting Representative of tlie United States of America to the United
Mations presents his compliments to the Acting Secretary-General of the Unitsd
Nations and has the honor to refer to paragraph 6 of the resolution of the
Security Council of July 7, 1950, requesting the United States to provide the
Sreurity Council with reports, as eppropriate, on vhe course off action takl:
. undur the United Nations Commsnd.

In cowpliance with this resolution, there is enclosed herewith, for

circulation bo the members of the Security Council, the forty-fourth report of
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+the United Hations Command operations in Korca for the period April 16 through

April 30, 1952, inclusive,
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NEPORT OF THE UNITED HATIONS COMMAYD OPSRATIONS IN KOREA
FOR THE PRRICD 16-30 APRIL 1952

Report e, hk

I rerewith thlb report numbzr 4t of the United Nations Command Oparations
in Korea for the pprlod 16-30 April,; inclusive. United Fatione Command
communiques nuwdars 1236-1250, provide detailed accounts of these operstions.
The sub-delemation meebting, on agenda item 3 continued until 19 April
wikh no progrzss veing wmade on the remaining issuss. On 19 April the Cormmunists
propoced that the Staff Officers! meetings on agends iten 3 b2 ragumed opn the
following day. The United Netions Command sub-delegation agreed, Stalf
Officovrs!' mectings on agenda item 3 continuad through 27 April with discussion
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) The restrictions on reconstruction and rehabilitation of airfields

d

©) The acceptance of the Soviet Union as a member of the Neutral

—~

3 ®

(

Nations {:upcervisory Conmilssion.
On 20 &pril plenary sessions were resumed, The United Nations Command
of

(u

proposzd an overell solubion of all remzining problems, including the besis
exchanse of Prisoners of War. The Unita:d Nations Comrmand proposed, and the

Comwnist delegntion agraed, to the conduct of executive sessions until such

tine a8 2ither side may clect otherwise.
Exe-utive sessions at 3taff Officer level on agenda item 4, which had leen
originally agreed to by both gides in order to zllow maximum freedom of discussior

were abrosated unilaterally by the Communinsts on 25 April, The United Hations
sescious started on

ide

Vi

«©

Cormanu wag able, feor the first time since oxecuot:

25 March, to release the entire scops of the regotiations conducted during this

.
¥l

pzriod, This unilateral termination by tha Tommunizts of the exccutive scssions
hrought to a clirax the long series of {ruitlesss attempts on the part of the
United Nenions Command to achizve an wquitahle and honorable sctilement cf the
iesues involved,

During tho exccutive sassions snd in the opzan sessions waichi preceded them,
agreement Lad been reached on a nupber of natters relating to Priscners of Wau
hut on the primary issues, the basis on which Prisonzrs of Var w2re to e

/exchanged,
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gguitable settlament of this issuz, the United Nations Command agreed to pormit
any &Houlh Kovean Prisoner of War or civiiian interree to transfsy 1o ithe
Communict side if he go desirad.

Continued insigtence on the part of tha Communists for a rcund nuvmber of
persons o e returned to Communist control compelled the United Netions
Command to initiate a screening program feor 11 persons held in custedy in tho
cazups &t Koje Do and Pusarn,

Tre screcning prosram was designed vo determine “he nunber of Norta Korean

and Chinese Prisoners of WVar who could not be returnsd without ton use of rorce
%o Communist control and to give the naticnals of the Republic of Kow.w held in
custedy by the United Neticans Comrand, either as Prisoner of War or civilian
internee s, frocdonm of choice 1o be re Lrnwd to Communist control or wo remain in
iz Bepublic of Korea,

During a twant;~lour honr period prior te the scresnivg, North Kerean and
Chirese Communist Forces Priscn:rs of War of sach compound on Xoje Do wers
carefully informed of the fact that they would be interviowed Tor the purposa

of determining whather or not they would forcibly opp vapatriation, The

g
(8]
w
v

prisoncrs were briefed not only on the importance of this decision, which was
Y P s

to be {inzl, but on the fact that feor their cwn safety tiey should not discuss

4. . 2

tre mabters with others or raks known their decigion beicre the individual
imcerviews wore held,

The interviews were conducited by unarmad United Nations Command personnel
near *the entrace tc 2ach compcund, ZXach prisoner, carrying his personal
possessions, was callzd forward individually and interviewed in private, Highly

2]

rsonnel conducted the interrogations.

L]
[

The series of quogtions used in the interview was desipgnzd to 2ncourapge
2 maxilmum number of prisoners vo return to the Communists' side, not to oppose
such return, The first question was desigred tc identiry those who clearly
degired to return., In the case of Chinese prisoncrs, tue [irst queeti... was:
"Would you lik2 tc retivrn to China?" In the case of North Korsans, the first
guection wag: "Would you like hLc return to Forth Korea?" If “he answer vas in
the affirmative, the prisonsr wee listed Tor roepsirliation without further
guastioning., Those who replied in the neeaclive were subjacted to additional
questions designed to determine whether their opposition was nominal or whether

/ they
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they would violantly oppnse repatriation. The second question was: "Would

wnu Paveibly vesist repatriaticon?"  If the answer was "Ho" the Peiconer of
Wor was listed for repotriation. If the answer was "Yes" the Priconer of War
a

2 hig ottitude., Taeses

four additionas quesiions to fully determin
vers: "Bave you carefully counsidzred the important effect of your decision upon

" Do vou wvealize that you may stay in Koje Do for a long time -

your family?
even after those who choos: repatriation have alrcady returned home?" Do you
undersiand that the United Nations Command has never promized to send you vo
any certain place?" "Do you ctill insist on forcibly resisting rapatriation?"
And then, perhaps the most important question, "Despite ycur decision, if the

ate you, whet would you do?" The priscner

{2
(24
‘.J.

United MNotions Command should repatstr

was listed for ropetriesion unless during the questioning he mentioned suicidz,
fight to deatn, braving d2sth to escape, or similar intentions. As a raevli
of thenc vprocedures all Prisorers of Wer were includad among thosz to be
repatristed except those whose opposition to return was se strong that they

would attempt to degtr themeelves rather thon resurn to Communist contrel., A

rey
more humene, impartisl and corsciensicus procazdure could net be de viged,
Prisoners of War and civilian irternees in custody at the hospital compound
in Pusan were screened under similar procedure.
As a repult of the screenming, in which Priscners of Var and civilian

ertain their dszcisions, appreximately 70,000
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Prisonarg of Yar end civilizn internees will rewmain on Koje Do Lo await

repatriation toc the Communist authcrities following an srmistice,
This wae the nunber reported to the Communists and must be the basis on
which any future negotiztiocns sre conductad,

o

The Communis*ts attempted to secure agreement Lo conduct open Staff
Officera' sessions, However, it was evident that they intended to mak2 no
reasorable attempis to move toward settlement of the Priconer-of-War igsue and
that their offer meant only an opportunity for them to continte an unscrupulous
prepaganda cammaign to distract the attention of the world Irom the bzegic
problems invelved ia the negotiations., The United Iations Command rec gged -
jmrediately in preparaticn for movement to plenary sessions ac the most logical
step to solve the unresolved igsues, The Communists agreed to convene vlenary
seesions on 28 April, at the cpening of which the United Nations Cowmand inforn:
the Communists thet we were prepared to present an overall solution of the

/probler.
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rrovlens rewoining to te sesilad. In regponse to the United Nations Compand
suzfesolon thal the oxecubive scssion form of meetins wag the wogw suitsbl. for
“his purpos:, tie Communiots agreed that negotiations in plenary session would
v witiheld Trom thz public, Bosh sides agreed furtoer that the axecubive
resslone coule be @lscontiraed at whe requist of oither siie, At oo concluzio
of the Tiret confurcree, the Cormunishs re caged Lo reconvane at thy ting of
thair choosing,

The status of asenda iten o remaing unchenrad Trom thas 5 raported in Unitod
Matione Command Revort pumber Torty-throe

Browy ground action wes hishligh“ed by srall scale atiacks on the central
and east ceniral ssctors of “he United Natione Comuand . front, where L oonploved

unite of up to two-compeny atrength, Effective enermy reactions to Unit:d Zlatio::
Comand prirolling and probing aiforts continued, e iv still reluctant to
allow 2cczes 1o the sround he controly =ud is dobermined ‘o sorupily halt o
drive sock such United P-tions Noumend acuiong, My ancressive action veually
wrarhs durins he hours of Adarknsss and ty gupportcd by sriillery and mortay
Yire,  The neavisst of those firap was ¢ ncentrat:? or the castern front. rowy
positions snd capshilitizs reweirad wnchang:d, althouzh an intor-Army reliof
toox place i tiw condrsl eoctor.

Lae wmozi asogronsive action on thy western frout againsh United Jl=tions
Command unibs ool place i the Fungwang=-Pundi crctor from 15 tlroush 17 April
when hostiic forces launeled two attacls . The lrrgcr cf tuese citocks fnvelvad
nocoupany which was repulsed by Unitad Nations Corra: rlemonts i tho Punji
BeCtor on *he nisht of 15-18 April, The followirs right two cnzmwy platonns
attacked the same sector., Obler Lhan +hese o unsuccessful hostile ections

the epemy was contont Lo intercept United Wutions Cummand patrols and probing
atton ard to continue bo improve his defonpive sttle line . positions, A
minor order o natile chanes cook Place on she wegtern Front when a Jhinose
Communist Forces Army ~oplaced one of its Pivisions with vwo Divisions whicn had
Leen dn rosover,  Thin dis s nermal charvge axd contorms to the onemy policy o
relisving front line wunits for regt and wecrganizing purvosern,

The vormally quiet contral scctor was the scene: of whe most asgressive

hostile action alon? the sntive
0ll sce

- Yoy - 2 .
lawnched em panrresgive D
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artillery and mortar barrazes. Th-a2 atiecks ranged alors the central cactor
from northesst of Kumawsz eastward to the Fulihan River. Tho roset nouveworthy
action tock plnca in the Kunsong asreas on the nignt of 16-17 April WhER UWOo
erermy companizgs atizeked duringe tle hiours of darinzes, under covar ol rain and
fog, This mcticon, Tousht for 2ighit heurs, was end2d by o successTul United
Natiors Comrmond counterattack. A two-cowpar:r attecih in the Yulsa apen on The
seventeenth and o company atiack i the same  wza on the eigihfcerin war

repulsad withnut loss of ground and with a min.aum of cascunliics. Fricnﬁly
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olementa in the Taleclion cres wers terporasily Lorced to ralingul ¥

vre nicht of 15 April when twd companiss atincked, but the position waz rcaainad

arter a briefl courterathack, United Nations Command tank elements firv2d on

1 1

Fogtile wrtion along the captern portion of the nitaod “xtions Cowsaid
Tront concicted of potrol elaghes and intnreaptions with very little dritisztive
hedng chown bty aneny forces, Duriwns this peried eneny ertiller, and mort
units in the Tupo-Yuusil arez @r tiwm zartarn front expended almost hali of the
total report:d delivered against Unated Nations Courmad units on the cubire
front,

Frow 16 o L6 April, inclusive, the Sixil end Ucventl Zormariec of the
Ceventh Bepublic of Xovres Resimont, Sixih Eepuolic cf' Forza Division, performad

n 1 1 . » .

1 outstauding merner by holdins a cricical terrain froture in ‘he face of
sramy attacks in supericr rumbers, Results =wery 153 Lrown oneny dead, Sty
estivated dead and two prisoners. Irieadly lossces were ll”LJ -i'i-e killed and
117 vounded, This sction reflecus pgreat cradit upor tiege wndita aud their
supporiing elenants and illusiraiteg the integr -~y o»d dotoruination of the
Republic of Korea Arry.

Tmitzd Neticns Coumand jot- aud propeilsr-dwviven asifcraft, cperating
from the fast carricrs in toe Ocea of Jepan, i'low apainst Cormmunist transportation

4

Tacilities and supply routas Rorth Korca, The attacks wer. concentrated on

in
vulrerable rail lines clong the east ccast of Korza.

Rail lines wore cut and bridzze; Ly-paseze and reil cars were destroyad.
fdditional destrretion and demage included %rucks, barracks, worehouses,
Jocomolivas, gun poritions and many small wossils.

/Uniicd Nations
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United Hations Command carriers continued to operate in the Yellow S2a.
Their planes ifurnished cover and air support for surface units on blockade
patrols and anti-invasion stations., They also flew reconnaigsarce miessions
and offensive sirikes over thke Chinnampo arca and fwanghae Province and in
close supporit ol the front linz trocps. Rail cars, worechouses and motor
vehicles were dastroyed and meny enemy cactalties were inflictad,

Patrol planes conducted daylight reconnaissance missions over the Sea of
Japan and the Yellow Sea and also flow day and nisht pabrel and weatner
reconnaissance nissicns for surrace units in these same arsas.

The Naval blockade continued along the east cozst from the bombline to
Chongjin, OSurfece units made day and night coastal patrolz to fire on reil
targets along the coas*al line. Vessels continued a sicge of major east cosst
ports with Worsan, Rungnam and Seongjin kept under almost continuous harzssment,

The Cormunisic wers dznied the use of coas* weters for shipping and fishing as

all attempts to go to sea were taken u- . - v and breken up. Fire suppor:
vesgels av the bombline provided punfs. -2 front line troops as far as

twenty miles inland,

.

Enemy shore batteries were acihive United Nations werships, In
the Songjin arca a minesweeper received one hit by a 2.5 iach projectile which
caused light material dawmeze and no personnel casualties. In tuhz Chongjin area
a destroyer received one hit from a 7S5mm battery. Two crew merbors were killed

end four werc injured, none seriously. The materiol damage was negligible, A

=

destroyer minesweeper received one hit which caused only minor material darsge

and no personnel cacualties. A% Jonsan another United Nations Command vessel
received one hit of 122mm fired from Hodo Pando. Material damage was not serious

[

but two crew members were injured, one seriously. ©Bhore batteries were active
dJ p)

g

on numerous other occasimms at Wongan, Hunsnam, Tanchon, Songjin and Chongjin,

On the Korean west coast, the United Nations Command surface units manned
anti-invasion stations along the coast #rom Chinnampo to +the Han River Estuary
to protect friendly islands north of the battle lino. Deylight firing into

enemy positions started many fires and inflicted numerous casualties, An enemy

[#5]

attack on Yongmae Do was repulsszd by United Nations Command vessels.
PT boats of the Republic of Korea Hevy made their first off=nsive sorties,
striking Hodo Pando on the cast coast snd the north shore of Tzdong Man on the

/West
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west coast. Fires were started by ro:kets and &0mm fire., On the east coast
the boats received machine guu and pume 11 erms fire but were not hit, Other
vessels conductad inshore patrol and tlockade missions and assisted United
Kotions Command Forces in minesweeping dubies.

Other Navy chivs and wmerchant vessels, under contract, provided logistic
support tor United Nebtions Command Forces in Japan and Korea., Ships of the

amphibicus forcos provided persornel 1ift to move Frisoners i Var and

[N

nternec

(‘l

g from the island of Koje Do to other relocetion centors in South Korea.

The Unit:d lztions Comrand minesweepers continued oporations to keep the

2

channcls, guntire support arcas, and anchorages free of mincs. Sweepers als

enlarged proevicusly swapt erees Yo peet the needs of operating forces.
Althoush eight days of poov weather hampered air cparations, aircraflt

of the United Hations Command Air Forc: continucd n air superiority,

[

mainta
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support for ground
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attack rail lincs, vehicles wrd supprl
uniss, 2diwn horbers digrupted the two main reil routes from lanchuria into
northwzet Korea by repoatadly atiecking Tour lmy ruilread river crossingo,
Fighter bomber attacks were conducted cgainoe thesc and other lmportant rail
routes in North Korca, Lisht borbers conducted night sttacks agoinst eneny

vehicles and arainst the rail lines in orders to prevent the repid repair of the

cuts inflicted during Aayliecht howrs, Pighter interceptors natrolled the
northwest coctor of Korea and onpesed ihe enemy MIG aircrafd on six occasions,

The two mein lines from Manchuria to North Korea, the Sinuiju-Sinanjgu
route ard the Kanggyz-Kunuri line, wers doth interdicted by medium bombers, On

tha firct route the interdiction was accomplished Ly four attacks on the
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Sinanju bridges, which rendercd botir bridges unserviceable, and
a1 the Chongju Railread bridpges whick complately Llocked the line by knocking

out the main and bHy-pacs srossings,  Without reglxetine the Jinuwiju~-3inoangu
i (&) 3 w lJ 19

H

ine tho erfort wes pericdically shirted to the czcond moin route. The
Sinhungdong bridee on this route was bombed sut three different times. Ik
ancther attacl on tndis route th: rail crosuings at Luichon were hit resulting
in four spans destroyed on the hy-pass and twe spans destroyed on the main
bridge.,

In addition to other sortizs, the wediwm bombers ilew leaflet and close
support missions. Mo medium bombers wers lost althcough ong eircraft sustained

damage from antiaircralt fire,.

/In
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in Turther interdiction operatinns United Nations Command fignter hombers
concentrated large scale attacks on short stretches of track making multipnle
cuts and destroying sections of the road bed., The area of operation was

a

influenced by weathor cut, by maincaining a flexidle target schodule, the

Lo

fightcr borbers wore able to make cuts on all mairn lincs with the result that
the mnin routes weie in commission only for very short periods of time., Tha
majority of tha culs were on the lines between Sinanju and Nemsidong, Kunari
and Huichon, Pyongyang and Sinanju, and Sunchon and Samdongni, with the
reralnder of the cuts on lines Ffarther soutkh.

The primory missions of the iisht vombeors romaired night armed

o

recomnaissance and interdiction. Twa light bombers were scheduled nizghtly on

theos missions, Teloyed fuse bombs ware dropped on the rail lines wvhore fightor
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S during the day to further haruss the crows attempting tc repair
the lires. The night intruder atrcrat wers credited with destroying numerous
vehicles, locometives and railroud cavs. No sircre™ wers lost during thesae
cperatious,

d enemy aircrait on

o

o

United Metions Command fighter intcercoptors sighte
only eight days., On tvo days the erery Jjets failed to appeoar even though the
zather vas operational, The fighier interceptovs claimed fifteen MIGs
dzetroyed, cighteen damaged and two protably destroyed. The largest cengagemants
occurrad on 21 April when seven MIG aircraft were destroyed and threc wera
domzfed.  One United Nations Commernd aircraft was lost during the encagonent,

Ko significant change in the pattern of MIG activity was observed, The
augressivenzon of the enemy fighter pilots was not constant, It was again
noted that pilots of the type fifteen aivereft wore generally more apgressive
ol the MIG-15.

Lactical reconnaicssance units continued to nrovide pnotogsraph coverase
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of important airficlds, roil brideps, rail cloke points and enemy installations,
Current intelligence informntion was secured throush visuval reconniicsance
nigsions, In addition to other missions flown, reconnaissance aircrafls
performed Tire adjustment missions for Unitod lzbions Comimand vesscels operatiy::
on the cast const of Kors:a.

reports of the Communist action in breaxing off ihe executive sessions on

/priscner
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prisoner exchange., In publicizing the coutinued Communist frustration of
efforts to reach a realistic armistice ageement, the United Nations Command
nedia made it clear to the soldiers and c.vilians in encmy territory that their
Communist leaders were deliberately prolonging the war at a tragic cost in
humen lives. Intensified measures for air dropping miniature news sheets to
cities and towns throughout North Koresa are making it more difficult for the
Communist to suppress the truth. Although it is not feagible to distribute
enough leaflets to reach every person in North Korea, refugees fleeing from
Communist tyranny report that the information contained in the United Iations
Command news shecets is eagerly received and passed orally from person to person.

The health of the civilian population throughout South Korea is generally
good., The incidence of relapsing fever and smallpox is on the decrecase. A
large scale immunization program for smallpox and typhus has been completed
during which 7,576,202 persons raceived smallpox vaccinations, and 7,565,607
persons were lmmunized agoinst typhus since Cetober 1951

Mild Spring temperatures have facilitated the jwogress in the construction
of all types of houses under the National Nousing Program. Of the 19,644 family
units planned, 6,475 have been completed and 2,333 are under construction. Of
the planned 17,912 refugee shelters, 13,649 have been completed and 1,188 arc

under construction,






