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QUESTION OF PALESTINE

REPORT OF T'EE SPECIAL CO]vllHTTEE TO INVESTIGATE ISRAELI PRACTICES
AFFECTING THE HU~~N RIGHTS OF THE POPULATION OF THE OCCUPIED

TERRITOEIES

Letter dated 29 July 1977 from the Permanent Representative of
Oman to the U~1ited Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

On behalf of the Arab Group, I sbould lil<e to dra., your attention to the
fu]_lo"l.,~inz;

On 25 July 1977 1 Is~ael took it upon itself to legalize three Jewish
settlements in the occupied Arab territory near the towns of Kafr Kaddum J

Khan Al~~_,£lbmar and TIamal1ah. This latest measure in Israel 'i s persistent
policy of expansion and colonization violates the Charter of the United
Nations~ the Geneva Convention and the numerous resolutions and decisions by
the Security Council, It aggravates further an already explosive situation.

j,e .,ish to recall the consensus statement issued by the Security Council
on 17 November 1976:

;FolloTTing the request sutmitted by Egypt on ;::?O October 1976) the
Security Council held four meetings between 1 November and
11 ~~ovember 1976 to consider the situation in the occupied Arab
territories~ with the participation of the representative of the
Palestine Liberation Orga~izationo After consulting all the members~

the President of the Council states that the Council has agreed on the
fol101ling:
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':(1) To express its grave anxiety and cO.,}cern over the present tJeriouG
situation in the occupied !'.-.rab territories as a result of con.tL'juc:d
Israeli occu~atioD;

;t (:~) ReaffirITation of its c('_~ll '..lpO::::' the GO"lcrnl"ler_,t of ISTael to (:;':.:l~~ure

the safety, vTelfare 8,ncl security of the inb.Gbitr~.nts of the t<:::tritorif:s
and to facilitate the return of those inharJitants ·,;;rho have fled the are:;"S
since the outbreak of hostilities:

:1(3) Its reaffirrne.tion that the Fourth Geneva Convent.ion relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of ;iJar is applicab18 to the Arab
territories occupied by Israel since 1967. Therefore, the occupying
POiler is called upon once again to com.pJy strictly i;.Tith t~1e provisions of
that Convention and to refrain from any measure that violates tllem. In
this regard the measures taken by Isrcel in the occupied ~rab territories
that alter their demographic comflosition or geol3raJ)hical nature and
:CJarticularly the establishment of settlements 2.1'e accorclingl-y· stronc:1y
deplored~ Such measures \,:rhich have no legal ~lalidity 2.Ld c&.nnot prejudice
the outcOTile of the search for the establishment of pep,ce constitute an
obstacle to neace:

(4) It considers once more that all legislative and admir~istrative

measures and actions taken by Israel ~ incluc'.ing exproIJ:riation of land 8i1d
properties thereon and the transfer of popul2tions Which tend to ch2n8P
the lec:.a1 status of ,Jerusalem, are invalid and cannot change that sta.tus)
ano.. urgently calls upon Israel once :more to rescind 211 such measures
already taken and to desist forthwith from taking any further action v;hict
tends to change the status of Jerusalem. In this connexion the Courccil
deplores the failure of Israel to shm·r any reGard for ,Security CO'J.l1cil
resolutions 237 (1967) of 14 June 1967, 252 (1968) of 21 ':iay 1968 and
298 (1971) of 25 September 1971 and General Assembly resolutions
2253 (I~s-V) and 2254 CCS-V) of 21 and 121 July 1967;

;: (5) Its recognition that any act of profanation of the Holy Places:1
religious buildings and sites or any enc ouragement of, OJ::' connivance at ~

any such act may seriously endan,'jer international peace and security.

Tl:1e Council decides to keep the situation under constant atteZ"ltion
with a view to meeting again should circumste.l1ces require. E (S/l2233)

The Permanent Representatives of the Arab States to the United Nations and the
Perm2nent Observer of the Palestine Lioera,tion Organization have asl'(ed me to briniZ
to your attention and, through you, to the attention of the States ~lembers of the
United ITations ~ this latest threat to peace and security.

- i<:.ind=_y" 8.::O~'" y'.)u tc circu.::Late this letter as an ci'liciu.l dccl:JLenl; ef the
General Assem-oly under itc"":.s 30 and 57 er the ITo-\o~ision.a=- aeenda.

(Signed) ~Iah!Iloud ABOUL-!"'ASTI
Ambassador

Permanent Representative of C:::Ean
to the United I!ations

Chairman of the Arab Graun


