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During the sccond part of its first regular sessioch, the General

Assembly received a draft resolation on the crime of genocide, submitted
" jointly by the delegations of Cuba, India and Panama (document A/BUR/50).

Declering in its resolution ¢6 (I) of 11 December 1946 that genocide -
8 denial of the right of existence of entire human groups - wes a crime
under international law, the General Assembly. instructed the Economic
and Social Council to undert+ke the necessary studies with a view to
the drawing uwp of a draft ‘convention én the crime of gemocide to be
subnmitted to the present session of the General Assembly.

On 28 March 1947, the Economic énd Social Council adopted a resolution
whereby it instructed the Secretary-General: '

(a) To undertake, with the assistance of experts in the field of

international and criminal law, the necessary studles with a view

-to drawlng up a draft convention in accordance with the resolution
of the General Assenbly; and

(b) After consultation with the Committee on the Progressive

Development of Internetional Law and its Codification, and, if

feasible, the Commission on Human Rights, and after refercnce

for comments to all Member Govermments, to submit to the next

session of theé Economic and Social Council a draft convention

on the crime of genocide. 9 '

In consultation with experts, the Secretary-General prepared a draft
convention and a commentary which, on 13 June 1947, were submitted to the
Committee on the Progressive Development of International Law and its
Codification. As Member Governments had not submitted their observations
on the draft convention, the Chairman, by a letter dated 17 June, staved
that the Committee felt unéble at that time to express any oPinién on the
matter. On 7 July 1947, the Secretary-General transmitted the draft

E*jééﬁ%gﬁg on aﬁ@gﬁogmentary to Member Governments for their observations.
T /on 6 August

AU
N [N




A/510
Page 2

On 6 August 1947, at its fifth session, the Iiconomic and Social
Council adopted a resolution instructing the Secretary-General to obtain
the comments of Member Governments; infofming ‘the General Assembly that
1t proposed to proceed as rapidly as possible with the consideration of
the question subject to any further instructions from the General Assembly.
and requesting the Secretdry-General, i1 “he meantime, to transmit to
the General Assembly the drwaft conveaticn on tl's crime of genocide prepare
by the Secretariat in accordsnce with paragraph fa) of the Council resolut:
of 28 March 1947, togéther with any comaents fiwom Member Governments.

The Secretary-General has recelvee. obserrations from: India, Haiti
(4/401), Philippines, Venezuela (A/401/A3d.1) . United States of America
(4/402/234.2) and France (A/M01/Ad¢.3), which have oeen transmitted +to
the'Genefal‘Assembly. .

At its ninety-first meeting or 73 Septem’er 1947, the General Assembl
referred to the Sixth Committee peragraph 86 (f. the report of the Economic
and Social Council (4/382), which dealt with the draft convention on genoc

Draft resolutions and emendments were proposed by the delegations of
Venezuela (4/C.6/149), the Union of Soviet Sceialist Republics (A/C.6/151)
the United Kingdom (4/C.6/155), Zayvps (4/C.6/159) and Brazil (A/€.6/160),
and a resolution adopted by the National Assenmlsly of Panema was also
presented to the Commitiee (A/C.6/177).

ifter a general debate, which tock place ¢1t its thirty-ninth, fortiet
Torty-first, and forty-second meetings, on 25 ‘jeptember and 2, 3 and .

6 October 1947, the Sixth Commitiee referreéd thie matter to its Sub-
Committee 2, expressing the wish that this Sub:-Committee should confine
itself to a consideration of the procedure to Ive followed.

. Sub-Committee 2 accordingly, at its sixtoasth and eighteenth meetings
on 4 and 10 November 1947, discussed the questison as to which body or
organ the draft convention on genocide should ba referred, and the terms
of reference which should be given.

Three different opinions were expressed with regard to the choice of
the body. Certain delegations emphasized the soiological aspects of the
study to be undertaken and the political nature of the problem, as well as
the terms of the resolution adopted by the Economdc and Social Council on
6 August 1947, and declared themselves in favour ¢f the Economic, and Socia
Council. Other delegations, emphasizing the legad nature of the work, -
suggested reference to the In rnational Law Commi.ssion. Others, in order
not to delay the matter, propc ied that che work skould be begun by the
Coumivtee which, in accordance with the intentions of the Sub-Committee,:
would act as an interim body until the members of the International Law.
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lCommiss:on haa,been elected, af*er hich the work.could “if necessory,
‘be contlnued by the Interrational Tiedr Commissnon, ’ -

‘ One delegatlon sugge nd tna+ genoc1oe in the strict sense would
be con51lered in connectlon with- the codification of the Niirnberg
principles and that sociological aspects, such s racial ‘and religious
intolerance, shcul& Eeléoréideréa'by the Sub~-Committee of the Commission
Lou Human Rights deallng Wluh the pr&ven»xon of diseriminetion and the
, protection of minorltlos. ' g '

. ‘ Final]y, the Sub Comiittee ciecn.dnaw by eirht votes to two, to
”‘recommend thdt the matter be ro sferred to the Economic and Socisl Council.
. With regard to the terms of‘reference to be given to the Economic and

’ Social Council, somc dele gatiors wished to leave the body instructed to
'study the problcm comn]ete freedom to decide In favour either of a
convention or of any othe” approp 1hte ‘method. " Cther  delegations
_considcred however, that this queaflon hed already been.decided by

the resolutlon of the General Aosenbly of 11 December 1946, which
lnstrucfed the uconcmlc and Social Councll to undertake the necessary
studies W1th a view to the drawing up ¢f & draft convention on the

~ Crime of gcnocidb. The latter opinncn was adopted by ten votes to two,

The Sixth Commlttee had before it varlous dmendmcnts to the drafi
resolution submitted by Sub-Committee 2, namely, an emendment by the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (A/C.6/201) which it adopted subject
to a minor Belgium smendment; and a British emendment (A/C.6/192) which
it also adopted, together with a Vorvegian amendment,

The Sixth Committee therefore recommends to the General Assembly
the adoption of the following resolution:

IRATT CONVENTION ON GENOCIDE

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

REALIZING the *mportanco of the problem of combating the
international crime of "en001de,

REAFFIRMING its resolution 66 (I) of 11 December 1946 on the
crime of genocide;

DECLARING that genocide is an international crime entalling
national and international responsibility on the part of individusls
and States; ;

-NOTING that a large mejority of the Govermuents of Members of
the United Nations have not yetvsubmitted their cbservations on the
draft convention on the crime of genocide prepared by the Secretariat

~and circulated to those Govermments by the Secretary-Genersl on
7 July 1947; |
/CONSIDERING
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CONSIDERING that the Economic and 8001al Council has stated
‘1n 1ts resolution of 6 August l9h7 that 1t proposes to proceed as
\raplﬁly ag 90551ble with the consider@tlon of the question of genoc1
subject to any further 1nstrucbions whlch it may recelve from the
General Assembly ) '
REQUESTS the Economlc and Soclal Coun01l
(a) To proceed with the studies on the problem 01 measures ,
of combating the crlme of genocide; '
(b) To study therewith the question whether a convention on _
genoclde is desirable and necess ary, and if so, whether there
should be a separate conventlon on gen001de, or whether the
'questlon of genoc1de shonld be considered in connection W1th
the draftlng of a conVentlon Lo include the prlnclples of '
“1nternatlonal law recognized in the Charter of the Nﬁrnber~
Tribunal and in the Judgment of the Trlbunal, '
(¢) To consider, 1f Lhe conclu81on of & soparate convention
om genocide is deemed 1ucessary, uhe draft convention on
‘genoc1de prepared by the Secretarlat after hav1ng received
‘ comments from most of the Governments of States Mewbers of
the Uhlted Natlons, and to subnit a report on the matter to
‘ the thlrd regular se551on of the General Assembly,






