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Dur::Lng t.he second 9<-1.rt of ics first regular session, the General 
Assembly rccei ved a draft resol:ut:Lon on the crime of ger1ocide 7 submitted 
jointly by the delegations of Cuba, Ino.i.a and Pan<.J,L-na ( doctunent A/BUR/50) . 

Declaring in its re::;;o:~utibn 96 (I) ()f' 11 December 1946 that genocide -
a. denial of the right of existence of entire human groups - 1ras a crime 
under international law, the General Asc<'Olmbly instructed the Economic 
and Social Council to undert·d;:e the necessary stttdies with a vievr to 
the draw::.ug up of a draft con"~.rention 6:n the· crime of .genocide to be 
submitted to the presf.;;nt session of tho General lsscmbly. 

On 28 March 194'(, the Economic lind Social Council adopted a resolution 
whereby it instructed the Secretary-General: 

(a) To undertake, with the assistance of eJ-;:perts in the field of 
international and criminal law, the necessary studies with a view 

· t,o dra;v;i.ng up a· draft convention irl accordance with the resolution 
of the Genercl Assembly; and ' 
(b) Afterconsultc,tion with the Committee on the Progressive 
Development of International Law and its Codification, and, if 
feasible, the Commission on Hwlan Eights, and after reference 
for comments to all Me:r:1ber Gover:nments, to submit to the next 
session of the'. Ecoriomic and Social Council a draft convention 
on the cr1me of genocide. 
In consultacion with e:xp<;>r:ts, the Secretary-General prepared a draft 

convention and a commentary vthich, on 13 June 19471 were submitted to the 
Committee on the Progressive Deve101)ment of International Law and its 
Codification. Af3 Member Governments had not submitted their observations 
on the draf't convention, the Chairman, by a letter dated 17 June, staced 
that the Committee felt unable at tha c time to eJq:>ress an;y· Ol)inion on the 
matter. On 7 July 1947, the Secretary-General transmitted the draft 

~ coi:iv('3ri1?l9;n·.a.n,ll:-eomm.entary to Member Governments· :for their observations. 
" ' '• '· ··2 ~,. .. t!. '-''.1 1; ·;:, ~-- r~ j 
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On 6 August 1947, at its fifth sess:i.on, tLe JDconomic and Social 
Council adopted a resolution instructing the Secretary-General to obtain 
the conuu<:mts of Member Goverl1lllents; informing ~the General Assembly that 
it proposed to proceed as rapidly as poGsible ·w:~th the consideration of 
the question subject to any further ins'tructio:~$ from the General Assembly. 
and requesting the Secretary-General, :in the meantime, to transmit to 
the General Assembly the d~::aft conve.~.1tion on tl ·e crime of genocide prepare• 
by the Secretariat in accorda·;J.ce ltith paragraph (a) pf the Cotmcil resolut: 
of 28 March 1947, together w·ith a.n:r co:nrnents f1·ora Member Goverl1lllents. 

The Secretary-General has receivoc. obsm....,•·.:l.tions from: India, Haiti 
(A/401), Philippines,. Venezuela (A/401./Add.l). United States of America 
(A/4d2/Add.2) and France (A/401/AdC..3), which l:.a.ve oeen transmitted to 
the General ~ssembly, 

At Hs ninety-f:i.rst meeting or. i:3 Septe!lll'":~ er 194 7, the General Assembl; 
referred to the Sixth Conunittee parF~.graph 86 pf. the report of the Economic 
and Social Council (A/382), which r1ealt with ~he draft convention on genae 

Draft resolutions and amen&nents were praiosed ·oy the delegations of 
Venezuela (A/C.6/149), the Union of 3oviet Scqialist Republics (A/0.6/151) 
the United Kingdom (A/C.6/155) 1 Egypt (A/C.6/1;~9) and Brazil' (A/€.6/160), 
and a resol~tion·adopted by the National Assemi~ly of Pan~a was also 
presented to the Coil1."lli t cee (A/C. 6/177). 

f.f'te:r a general debate, which took place ~.1t its thirty-ninth, fort1et 
forty-:f'ir:st, and forty-seconJ. meetings, on 2$ .~leptember and 2, 3 and 
6 October 19471 the Sixth Conun.ittee referr~d. tl;.le matter to its Sub• 
Conuuictee 2, expressing the wish that this Sub· ·Conuuittee should con:t'ine 
itself to a consideration of' the procedure to ltte fo.llowed • 

. Sub-Contmittee 2 accord~.ngly, at its· sixte~.p.th and eighteenth meetings 
on 4 and 10 November 194 71 discussed the questi\on as to which body or 
organ the draft convention on genocide should b4il referred, and the terms 
of reference which should be given. 

Three different opinions were eA":p::-essed with regard to the choice of 
the body. Certain delegations emphasized the s~::iological aspects of the 
study to be tmdertaken and the political nature c.t;f the problem, as well as 
the terms of the resolution adopted by the· Econom..ic :.l.nd Social Council on 
6 AuGust 1947, and declared themselves in favour e>f the Economic, and Socia 
Council. Other delegations 1 emphashi:Pg the lega:tt nature of the work, · 
suggested reference to the In ~rnationa1:·Law Comm~.ssion. Others, in order 
not to delay the matter, );>ropa 1ed that ·che work s~.ould be b€)gun. by the ·• 
Colili!li·~tee which, :l.n accordance with the intentionAl of the Sub-ColllllP.ttee, 
would act as an, interim body until the members of the International Lavr · 

/Commission 
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Comm:f.ssi.on had ·b~~ri ~le~t~d;· after wh1.ch-: the wo:dt. ·could, if necessary, 
- . ~- .. ).- . ·. . i . : . '.~f ' ·:~ .. • .. . • . 

be conti,nued by the Iriterna:tional LE..rW Commission. 
0:ne delegation: suggesf'$d that genocid.e· in· the strict· sense WOlJ~(l 

be considel·ed in CDlmection with .. t-.he codJ.fication of the 'l•rlirnherg 
prlnci:ples and that sociological aspects, such as ra.cial ·and relig:t.ous 
intolerance, shov~d: be considered 'by the Sub·Coramittee of the Commiss:i.on 
on Ruman Rights dealing :wit;h the prevention of. discr'imina:tion and the 
protection of minorities. 

Fina.lly, the SubwComia:ittee clecid.eci., by ei~ht votes to tvro, to 
recommend that the matte'r be referred t<) the Ec'onomic ano. Social Council. 
With regard to the tenus of referenc'e to be given to the Economic an(l 
Soc:i.,al Counc:tl, some/ del~gations w:lshed to ·leave the bod.y instructed to 
study the problem complete freedom to decid.e in favour either of a ... . " 

convention or of any other appropriat€r me-thod .• · ·.Other· delegations 
considered, however, that this question had alreacy been.decideo. by 
the resolution of the Gener~i Asseinbly of.ll Decemb~r 1946, 't·Thich 
instructed the Economic and Socfal· Council to undertake t.he necessary 
studies wi~h a view to the CIJ:;awi:ntr up cif. a' draft convention on the 
crime of genocide. The latter ·opinion was adopted by ten votes to two. 

The Sixth Conimittee had before it ·Various ~Ul).end.!llents to the draft 
resolution submitted by Sub-Committee 2, m'lllioly, . ·an amendment by the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (A/C.G/201) which i'b adopted subject 
to a minor Belghun i:'tlllendrQent; and a British amendment {ll/C.G/19'2) wh:i.ch 
it also adopted, together with a Uorvrogian runenclmenc. 

The Sixth Cor.'il'aittee therefore recornmond.s to the General /.ssembly 
the adoption of the following resolution: 

DRAFT CONV'"J.TINTION ON GENOCIDE 

THE GEJ:I1EHAL ASSI~MBLY 1 

REI\L!ZING the lmportance of the problem of comb a Ung the 
international crime of genocide; 

REAFFIRMUJG its resolution 96 (I) of ll December 19!~6 on the 
crime of genocide; 

DECLARIHG that genocide is an international crime entailinc; 
nadona,.t and. international responsibility on the part of ind:i.viduals 
and States; 

"NOTING that a large majority of the Governments of Members of 
the United Nations have not yet submitted thdr obser-iations on the 
draft convention on the crime of' genocJ.de prepared l?y the Secretariat 
and circulated to those Governments by the Secretary-Gener~.l on 
7 July 1947; 

I OOHSIDEHII\fG 
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CONSIDERING that the Economic and Social Cottncil has stated 
' . 

in its resolution of 6 August 1947 that it proposes to proceed ~s 
... . ' 

rapidly as possible with the consideration of the question of genoci 
~ t ' • 

subject to any fu.rther instruc·t;ions which it may receive· from the 
General Assembly 

BEQUESTS the Economic and Social Council; 
(a) To proceed with the studies on the problem of measu.'t"es. · 
of combating the crime of genocide; 
(b) To study therewith the question whether a convention on 
genocide is desirable and necessary, and if so, whether there 
should b1;) a separate convention on genocide, or whether the 
question of genocide should be considered. in connection with 
the ·draf:ting of a ~onventi~n to include the principles of 

··international law recognized in the Charter of the NUrnberg 
Tribunal and in the jU;dg:ment 'of the Tribtmal; 
(c) To considel•, if the coucl1,1.sion of a separate convention 

. on eenoc:tde is deemed i.ecessary 1 the draft convention on 
genocide prepared by the Secretariat, after having received 
comments from raost of the ·Governments of States Members of 
the United Nations, and to submit a report on the matter to 

' ' 

the third regular session of the General Assembly, 

.,.,.-- .. 

'",' 




