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CABLEGRAH DATED 23 JUNE 195h FROM THE MINIS'l'ER Fan EXTERNAL
RELATIONS OF GUATENA.LA ADDHESSED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

2509 I HAVE THE HONGUR TO TRANSMIT A COPY OF ~iliSSAGE I DISPATCHED TODAY TO

H.E. THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF' HONDURAS, A1ID TO REQUEST YOU TO TRANSMIT

ITS TEXT TO ALL STATES MEMBEHS OF TIlE UNITED NATIONS IN PARTICULAR TO ~iliMBERS

OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL:

Il r HAVE THE HONOUR TO ACKNOHLEDGE REC:SIFT OF YOUR MESSAGE OF TODAY'S DA'IE IN

WHICH, REFERRING TO THE CON'rINUF,D ATTACKS MADE FROM HONDURAN TERRITORY AGAINST

THIS REPUBLIC, BY LAND J SEA AND :AIR J BY THE MERCENARY TRoeps PROCEEDlhG FROM

HONDURAS, WHICH ARE ATTACKING AND INVADING GUATEfl.!AL.lI.N TERRITORY, YOU nwoRt" ME

THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT l!IAS NOT TAKEN PART IN THOSE ACTS OF VIOLATION OF THE

TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY I OF 'THIS REPUBLIC, AND IS AIREADY ORDERING AN INQUIRY INTO

THE USE OF THE SCHOONER 1 SIESTA DE TnUJILLO', FLYING THE HONDURAN FLAG,

CAPTURED BY MY GOVERNf.'lENT AT PUERTO BARRIOS. IN TAKING Norm OF 'l'HE FOREGOING

STATEME~T, I MUST INFORM YOU ~'HAT I FAIL TO UNDERSTAND HOW THE GOVERNMENT OF

HONDURAS, IN VIEW OF THE NEUTRALITY IMPLIED BY ITS STATE~lliNT, CAN ALLOW ITS

TERRITORY AND AIRFIELDS TO BE USED AS A BASE FOR THE AGGRESSIVE OPERATIONS AND

THE INVASION B1HNG CARRIED OUT BY ~lEnCENARY TEOOPS AGAINST GUATEMAU, THEREBY

SERIOUSLY THREATENING PEACE AITD HARMONY BET\,~EIT OUR TI'/O SISTER NATIONS. I MUST

ALSO INFORM YOU THAT, IN MY GOVERNMENT'S OPIHION, THIS TOLERANCE ON THE PART OF

THE GOVERNMENT OF HONDURAS CONSTlTUTl'~S VERY TW:"EC'i'IVE ASSISTANCE TO GUNI'ElvlALA IS

AGGRESSORS AND IS UNDOUBTEDLY OF THE KIND 'IlIE SECURITY COUNCIL ASlillD MEMBER

STATES OF THE UNITED NATIONS TO ABSTAIN FROM GIVING, IN ORDER TO AVOID

BLOODSHED.
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I MUS'!' CATEGORICALLY REJEC'l' YOUR PROTEST, ON BEIi~I,F OF THE GOVERN~1ENT OF

HONDURAS, THAT A PI.ARE COMING FROM GUA'IEtviALA PEi'l".i!.TRl\TED IN're HONDURAN TERRITORY

AND Bm,mED AN AIR FIELD AT SAN PEDRO COPAN. I ASSURE YOU THAT THERE HAVE BEEN

NO SORTIES BY GUATEf..1A.LAN PL.4.NES 'l'OiilARDS lJ.'11E HONDURAN BORDER AND THA'll

ACCORDI~GLY ANY CHARGES MADE IN CON1~XION WITH THIS INCIDENT AGAINST THE

GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT OR ARt4Y ARE U'IJI':SHLY UNiOUNIJED. YOU WILL UNDOUBTEDLY HJIVE

NOTED THAT Tlill NATIONAL GOVEHNMENT AND Ai1.14Y' HAVE BEEN EXTREMELY CAREFUl:. TO

RESPECT SCRUPULOUSLY THE FRONTIER BETtv.l!:EN OUR TWO COUNTRIES, SO MUCH SO THAT

':NffiY REFRAINED FROM REPELLING THE INVADING MERCENARY TROOPS IMMEDIATELY, AS

WOULD HAVE BEEN RIGHT, AND ALLOWED THEM 110 PENETRATE MANY KILOMETRtiS BEFOFE

SEEKmG '1'0 ENGAGD THEM, PRECISELY IN ORDER '£0 AVOID SUCH AN INCIDENT AS SOME

INTERESTS !t'OREIJN TO C:~N'IR.L\.L AMERICA HAVE BEEN AHAITING OR PREPARING IN or-mER

TO COMPLICA'~ 'niE SI'IJA'IION AND TO l.ceUSE GUA'l'EI·-lALlI. OF HOSTILE ACTS AGAINST

HOND'U"'Rl\S. IN MY :r':H)T, I RlWE THE PAINFUL DUTY TO PRESENT TO YOUR EXCELLENCY

THE PORMAL PRO'J'l.::i~T OP ~1Y GC't~RNMENT AGAIN"ST THE TOlERANCE AND ASSISTANCE vlHICH

THE DISTl{~C·J:::~1:u:;·] G0\L::-:;'I:.r::.h:I' OF HONDUHAS HAS EX'rENDED AND IS CONTINUING TO

EXTSND TO SO:':.~ ~;:J.\'.i:'f"~J.:":,.i.,1 Ji:::r:.ES IN THEIR PIAhS FOR PREPARING AND CARRYING OUT

ACTS 01'" FRJ\;()(:t.'::~n~, .'\'-';;RiSSION AND INVASION AGAINST GUATEl'fl.l\.IJl.. THE3E

GUAT2lliA.I.i';~: mC;F,I;S, \'i:~O JlHE GtmEROUSLY EQUIPPED A11J) FINANCED BY WELL-KNovm

FOF;1E-:'G\'j Ij\::-:.2J.~::';·.':';:;, FRE,SLY ORGANIZED, ESTABLISHED AND MOBILIZED DETACHMENTS OF

P.RE:D :':;:·::.:·,:.:';.~..:'\:,.::s ON HONDURAN TEHF:ITORY, 'I'HEY H/.,:/E USED AND CONTINUE '1'0 USJ~

HCi::.i)·..:!'\·~\,·~:::.RRITORY AS A BASE OF OPETIATIOrJS, AND THEY HAVE USED AND CONTINUE TO

UGE:·C.'.J':S AND AIRFIELDS FOR THE DESPATCH OF SIiIrs Al\:'D AIRCRAFT 'fAKING PAL'1T·

IN 'l~:t', AGGRESSION AGAINST AND Il'.'VASION Ol'i' GUATEI.ffiUIN 'l'ERRITORY. ALL THIS HAS

QCCJRRED AND IS CONTINUING TO OCCUR, EVEN AFTER THE DECISION UNANIMOUSLY ADOf'TED

BY '1'HE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL ON 21 JUNE.

FINALLY, I REPEAT THAT NOT'"I'ilITHSTANDING THE ASSISTANCE GIVEN 're

GUATEI"H\LAIS AGGRESSORS,WHICH L"!PLIES AT LEAST THE TOLERANCE OI~ THE GO""ERNMENT

OF llONDUR~S TOWARDS THE ~CTIVITIES OF 'l~ MERCENARY TROOPS WHICH ARE ATTACKING

AND INVADING THIS REPUBLIC, r.1Y GOVERNMENT WISHES TO AVOID AT ALL COSTS ANY ACT

WHICH MIGHT TRANSFORM THE PRESENT SITUATION INTO A COID~LICT BETWEEN OUR PEOPLES

AND GOVERNMENTS, illIT'"rl GRA"VE DETRIMENT TO THE INTERESTS OF CENTRAL AMERICA. IN
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mrs SPIRIT, AND CONFIDENT IN ADVANCE THAT YOUR GOVERNMEN'r IS INSPIRED BY

SIMILAR CONSIDERATIONS J MY GOVERNlwl.ENT IS MAKING A FRESH EFFORT TO PREVENT ANY

( POSSIIlLE CONFLICT BETWEEN OUR 'r'IO COUNTRIES, AND TO THIS END, REQUESTS YOUR

GOVERNMENT, IN ACCORDANCE \IITH THE PROMISES GIVEN BY YOUR EXCELLENCY AND IN

ORDER TO CARRY INTO EFFECT THE SECURITY COUIICIL' S DECISION, TO TAl<E IMMEDIATELY

THE MOST EFFECTIVE MEASURES

(A) TO PREVENT THE USE OF PORTS, AIRPORTS OR AIRFIELDS IN HONDURAN

TERRITORY BY THE MERCENARY FORCES ;,'HICH HAVE BEEN AND ARE ATTACKING

AND INVADING THIS REPUllLIC;

(B) TO CLOSE THE FRONTIER BETWEEN THE THO COUNTR IES TO "'!lESE FORCES;

(C) TO INTERN AND DISARM ALL MEMBERS OF THOSE FORCES, OF HHATEVER

NATIONALITY, STILL PRESENT !~~ liONDtJRAN TERRITORY, AND

(D) TO ROUND uP GUATEMALAN EMIGREES AND PREVENT THEM FROM ENGAGING

IN ANY Sl~VERSIVE ACTION AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT, PEOPLE rn~ TEF~:S(~~- 0F

GUATEMALA.,

I AM CONFIDENT TP.AT RAPID AND EFFEC1rlVE ACTION OF THIS KIND BY TE:" GOV"::RNi,:f;;J\"P

OF HONDURAS WILL EFFECTIVELY CONTRIBUTE TO PREVENTli\U THE CRIMINALL1'-i?R()'Iro:;:."L'D

BLOODSHED AND TO CONSOLIDATING THE GOOD RELATIONS WHICH HAVE TRADITIONALLY

LIN1CSD OUR PEOPLES AND GOVERMJ£NTSo

I HAVE THE HONOUR TO BE J ETC.

(SIGNED)

t ",,:,...'~'C
~- ", ,

GUILLERMO TORIELLO

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

OF GUATEMALA

., .c.. _ •• ,"'., -- ... _.-


