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Working G r o u p  011 I opoiiyiiiic Data F11cs and Ciazetteeri 
Eighth liiiitecl Nations Conference on the Standarc it i o 11 o F C ;  eo p p  h 1 c 21 1 N 111 I 1 cs 

Berlin. 27 /\1lgLISt - 5 September 2002 

Terms of Reference 
The Working Group \vas constituted 111 its pi.escrit ibrtn during the ninetee11tli s 
the IJnitcd Nations Group o f  
To po ny i i i  ic Data t: x c hang e Fo riii a t s and S t aiiclard s . 

xr t s  i-vitli the subsuming o f  the Worl<iiig (;ro~ip 011 



Progress Against the Work Plan Since the 7t" BJNCSGN: 
'The followiiig points summarire activities occurring during 1008-3002. 

Tii addition to this suggestion, the Working C J ~ O L I ~  must aditi 
contemplatiiig a iiiajor revision o 1' the report 

t U O  x l c ! l t i o l ~ a l  p o l n 1 ~ \  111 

The report w a c  composed in 1997 using WI era1 iofi\~;irt ' applicatioii\ !ii. 115 

present state. i t  cannot bc reliablq ilistributcil i i i  electroiiic tomi \ 
recompilation o f  the report is ~ccluireci, ii5iiig ,t t,ingle 1 Jiiicocle-ci~al~li~ii 
soft\;c.are npplicatioii. i n  \ersioiis that \~ ippo r t  posting ,it mcb iitc\ L ~ i ~ ~ l  

electroiiic distribution. 
The working party that compiled the report relied 011 tlie LJmcocle S taiiciarii, 
Version 2, for it5 e\;iluatioii of  the 11iiicode staiidard i i i  satisl) iiig RoIiim 
a 1 p habe t p 1 ace - n Ltiiie s p e 1 1 in g re c p i  re men t s . The I J 11 1 c o cle (1 017s o r t I urn 11 as n o n  
published Version 3.2 0 o f  the ctandard. Chaiigcc sirice Version 2 iiiclu(1c ilie 

. 
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representation of'a number of'cfiaracters th'it al'i'ect [lie content of. the i.eport i-1 
complete review and update of Anncu A md h n e x  B of tlie repoi t 111 

coiiiparison with the Version 3.2 0 of'tlie Ilnicode Standard !\ reqt~ired 

It is suggested that the working party that first coinpiled the report 111 1W7 regroup io  
formulate a recotiiiiiendcci strategy and scbcci-ule fbr cotiipleting ti1 

i\ paper aiid presentation covcr~iig the spc c 13 c o ti i 11 2 i 11 d i g i t a 1 
geographic information sy i tems t o  represent correct \pellmgs of geogi Lq?li~r iiairic~r \ \as 
prepared on belialf of the Working Group. 1 hc paper \\;ti pr fed  Ll! t l l C  1-Y' 
lnteriia t i o 11 a1 Uiii co c k  C' o 11 fere n ce i 11 S an .To s c, C a1 i fo 1'11 i a. S e p tern b 
wbsequeiitly published in the procceciings oi' the coiilkrence Copies 'ir 
the Working Group conveilor 



culminatirig in a request from IJNGEGN to ISO/'TC 2 1 1 seeking categori A liiuson 
status. Thc T'eclinical Coininittee accepted the request at its May 2002 pleiinry meeting i n  

Bangkok. 

ISO/TC 21 1 c lehes  its scope as: 
Standardization i 11 tlie li old of  digital geographic 1 i i forni  ati on 

a 'This work aiiiii to cslablisli ;i itructirrecl set of ~tandarcls  fbr r n i ' o r ~ ~ i ~ i t i o n  
concerning objects o r  plieiioiiic I tll'lt x c  d11ectly 0 1  Inillroctll, 'lisoclate(l \\I111 ;I 

location relative to tlic l ~ ~ h  
These standards may spec1 fy, for geogrnpiiic ~nforiiiatioii, methods, tools m c l  
services for data inanagement (including tleiiiiitioii and description). ,icquring. 
processing, analyzing, accessing, presenting and transkrring such data i n  

digitallelectronic form between different users, systems and locations. 
The work shall l ink  to appropriate standards for Information teclii~)logy and c h t a  
where possible, and proviclc a liaiiie\.yorlt for the c i m  elopmeiit of sector-ipcciiic 
applicatioiis using geographic data. 
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3.  Initial 

Mr. Giovaiiiii Orril, Italy 
Mr, .lorn Sievers, C;ermany 
Ms. Mara Sterna, Latvia 
Ms. Vita Strautniecc. Latvia 
Mr. Pier-Ciiorgio Laccheddu, GertiiaIi> 
discussions concentrated on a tirst draft o f  a u c b  site- \\Ilcrc 



importance of conipatibilitj at all levels and the need for a standard format for 
databases and gaxt te  
7. The question of test ciicoding standarcis was cons ic led  by the Working 
Group. Men? bcrs eiiipliosii.ed the i~iiportancc of retaining special letters and 
diacritical iiiarlts where Lised in geograpliical iimies Uiif'oi~ruiiarelq many 
database search cngiiies were ~iiiable to deal cbitli Y L I C ~  characters I hc Reporl of' 
the Working Croiip on 1 oponyiiiic llata Fucliange Formak m d  Standcirtls 
(E/CONI+.Ol/CRP. 1 1 )  to the 7t" I'NC'SGN w a s  revisited. I lie Members agrced 
that the content needecl to he updalcci and the I ists o I. laiig~mges. n r i  ting system\ 
aiid characters be ameiidcd as api'ropriate. Meni bcrs would coi~tact tlic C ' o n \  enor 
with their cotiiiiients and the lists would be recompiled ~is ing  current technology, 
with a view to posting the revised document on the Wor ( h u p  iveb site. 
8. A key outcome of thc Working (;ro~ip di\cussions he identification ol' J 

clear rcquireiiient for prnctic,d guiciclines for tfic creation of toporiyriiic c1at;iba 
and Saxtteers and for digital topoiiyii-tic data exc1i:tiige 1 lie Working ( 

would compile such a clocument, based on r \ ~ i ~ i e \  C 01' b/CONF 91 / C ' R P  1 1 .  
which cvoulcl be presented to the 8"' IJNC'SGN 
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The Worlting Group \ ~ o ~ r l d  11 t meet cluriiig the 8"' LNC'SGN 
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