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REPORT BY THE 'CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE TRUCE S~EERVISION ORGANIZATION TO
THE ,SECRETARY-GENERAL ON THE INCIDENTS BET~lEEN EGYPT AND ISRAEL,

PARTICULARLY IN T~ ARF.A OF THE GAZA SrrRIP ,
. , .- ~ .

.Note :'aY ~~.9!~~~g~E,~:r21:.: the SecretarY"Oeneralhas the
~onour to circulate for the;information of the members of. the
Security Council the attach~d report, dated 11 November 1954
from the Chief of Staff of the Irruce Supervision' Organizat:i.o~
concerning the incidents between Egypt and Israel particularly.
in the area of the Ge.ZI;1; str~p. '

Since I took over as Chief of Sta:!"f Ol\ 2 'September 1954, the tension

between Egypt and Israel has been one of my main preoccupations", In so far
"

as this tension resulted from complaints relating to violations of the General

Armistice Agreement, I considered that it was my duty to co-operate with the

Partie~ in an effort to devise remedies.
From the tables annexed to this report it may be seen that the Chairman

of the Egyptian-Israeli MAC received 32 Egyptian complaints and 40 Israeli

complaints in september; 23 Egyptian complaints and 24 Israeli complaints in

October. (In certain cases the complaining 'Party did not request an
. .

investiga.tion and, on 9 November 1954, the' Parties agreed to consider such
'c' .

non-investigated complaints as settled.)
In October. there were not only less complaints, but alsa ~apart from the

"Bat Gal1m't incident, which is not considered in thi s report -' less serious

incidents than in September. Howev~r, the: fact that, after 'about three ~uiet

weeks .ther~ was in the le.stweek of October" ~ recrUdescenoe of inc idents mostly, .

in Israel...contr"lledterritOry and flame of themo! a serious nature , indicatea that

Vigilance should not be relaxed.. .
The tables annexed to"this report show that, among tho Egyptian complaints

investigated, there were, in September, 3 casea of ~rmed groups crossing the·

demarcation line f:rom Israel .. controlled territory and tiring on Egyptia.n posts

a.nd 8 cases of !sraeiis firing across the demarcation line, and, in. october,
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4 cases of armed groups cro~~.trig, the' d~tiiarcatibn line from lsrae'l-controlled

territory and one case of Israel.{'fir:ing across the demarcation line.

.. ....,.qt:Isra~g.q.o~pl,a.it:lt.sJ. th~re were inSept~mper: .. 3 cases of, demolition

by high explosives by infiltrators from Egyptian-controlled territory;
I

5 attacks on Israeli individuals. or settlements,by infiltrators from

Egyptian-controlled territory; 5 cases of firing across the demarca.ti on line

from the Egyptian side. In October, there was one case of infiltration from

Egyptian ... controlled territory and demolition ,by explosives; , cases of armed

attacks by infiltrators from Egyptian-controlled t~rritory and 3 cases of firing

across the demarcation line from the Egyptian side.

The above-mentioned incidents resulted in:

Se;pt~mber: 1 Egyptian soldier and 1 Arab girlwoundeo., 2 Arab civiHans

kidnapped; 3 Israeli civilians and 1 Israeli Beduin killed,

3 Israeli civilians and 3 Israeli Beduins wounded, 2 Israeli

Beduins kidnapped.

9ctober: 4 Arab infiltrators killed, 3 Egyptian soldiers and. 1 Arab

civilian wounded; 4 Israeli Beduins wounded.

The following were stolen from Israel-controlled territory:

September: 470 meters of irrigation pipes;. 5 irrigators, 75 animals;

October: 346 meters of irrigation pipes; 118 camels, ?OOsheep and

goats.

The greater number of incidents continue to occ~r in the vicinity of the

demarcation line which separates the Egyptian..controlled Gaza Strip from

Israel-controlled territory_ According to the last Annual Report of the

. Director of U.N .R.W.A. (A/2717), there are about 312,000 people in the Gaza

Strip (local population, not counting the Palestine refugees: about 100,000i

Pa.lestine refugees: 212,600, in .June 195~). The Egyptian authorities in the

Gaza'Strip have the responsibility of watching the demarcation line on their

. side and preventing individuals or groups from crossing into Israel-controlled

territory for marauding or other purposes. The I~rael authorities have a similar

responsibility on their side of the demarcation line, With regard to Israelis

crossing into the Gaze\. Strip. What the Israel.is consider as their main problem

in that area iathe prevention of infiltration from the Gaza Strip into



8/3319
English
Page :;

Isrneli-control1ed territory. As indicated above, the Egyptian authorities

haye also a responsibility in regard to that problem.

I ha.ve fo:rmed the opinion that, apart from the measures which both sides

are tnkiIlg unilaterally, it would be advantageous to examine the possibility

of ae;reed measures) such as:

(a) Patrolling sensitive sections of the demarcation line by joint patrols

consisting of military vehicles from each Party and from the D.N.

(b) NeGotiation. of a Local Commanders I Agreement) generally along the Hnes

of the Israel-Jordan Agreement in force prior to June 1, 1954.
(0) Construction of a double-apron barbed wire fence along certain

positions of the demarcation line, and,

(d) l~anning of all outposts and patrols by regular Egyptian and Israeli

troops.
I have communicated to the two Parti~a an advance copy of this report and

I ha.ve proposed that an informal meeting oe held as early as possible in order

to discusS the above suggestions.

(SilJiued) E.t.M. Burns
Major~Genera1

Chief of Staff
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