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A United States Navy P2V aircraft, OlL a peaceflll mission over
hjgh seas, "ms attacked without warning by t\\TO iVIIG type ajrcraft with
Soviet markings at 1818 hours on S8ptcmbcl' 4 (local time). This attack
took place over international hiS11 seas. As a rE::sult of this urHvarranted
and hostiJ_e attacl~, the United states Navy aircraft ''faS destroy~d. '1'0
this hour all survivors have not been recovered.

The United States Government has directed a protest to the Soviet
Government against this l.U1provol:ed attack and requested that measures
be taken not only to subj~ct those responsible t,o immediate and
appropriate punisb_'11ent but also to prevent recu.rrence of such Hanton
attacks. 111e lini ted States has reserved all rights to claim damages
;01' loss of property and life and for other circwnstances.

The United States believes that this incident is of a type vhich
miCht endanger the maintenance of international peace and securIty, and
desires to brinG; this matter to the attention of the Security Cquncil.
Consequently, I am instructed by my government to request you,
Mr. President, in confirmation of my telephone request, to call an
early meeting of the Council to consider this matter.

Accept, Excellency, the rene,.,eQ assurances of my hiGhest consideration.

Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr.
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