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FOURTH REPORT OF TIDl DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE

Letter dated 29 July 195h from the Chairman of' the
Disarmament Commiss~-ad(lressedl~the Secretary-General

I have the hOilour to fon-ro.rd here'iith the fourth report* of the

Disarmament Commission and ''lauld request that you be good enough to transmit

it to the General Asse~bly and to the Security Council pursuant to

paragraphs 4 and 6 of General Assembly resolution 715 (VIII).

Accept, Sir, etc.

(Signed) Jules Mach

Chairman, Disarmament ComIDission

* The Fourth Report of the Disarmament Co~mission has been distributed
separately as document DC/55 dated 29 July 1954.
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FOURT!l REPORT OF TIlE DISARMAMENT COMMISSION

1. Following requests to tbe Chairman dated' April from the representatives

of Franee; the United Kingdom and the United states; the Disarmament Commission

resumed ita meetings on 9 April 1954 for the oonsideration of the tasks of

the Commission in accordance with General Assembly resolution 715 (VIII).

2. At the 32nd meeting the representative of the United Kingdom proposed

that, aB had oeen suggested in resolution 715 (VIII), the Commission should

establish a Sub-Committee which should seek 1n private an acceptable solution,

He proposed that the Sub-Committee shoUld consiat of ,representatives of Canada,

France, the Union of 'Soviet Socialist RepUblics, the United Kingdom and the

United Stateso Following the meeting the representative of the United Kingdom

submitted a draft resolution (DC/47/Rev.l) embodying his proposal.

,. At the 33rd meeting the representative of the USSR submitted an amendment

(Dc/48) which would have added to the membership of the Sub~Committee the
•

People's Republic of China, Czechoslovakia and India.

4. At the 35th meeting on 19 April the USSR amendment was rejected by 10 votes

to one, with one abstention, and the United Kingdom draft resolution was

adopted by 9 votes to one, with 2 ~b8tention8. The adopted resolution (DC/49)

read as follows:

"The Disarmament Commission,

llWoting General Assembly resolution 715 (VIII) and the resolution

on disarmament agreed by the Four Foreign Ministers at Berlin on

18 February 1954,
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111. Deci(~eG, pursuant to General Assembly resolution 715 (VIII), to

establish a Sub~C~ittee consisting of representatives of Canada,

France, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Northern Irel~.nd and the United States of Amel'ica;

112. RecolDIIlends that the Sub~Committee should hold its first meeting

on 23 April, and should arrange its O\1D meetings and method of work;

"3. Recommends tbat the Sub-Comnittee should present a report on the

results of its work to the Disarmall;ent Commission' not later than 15 July.lI

5. Pursuant to the above decision, th~ S\iliACo~ittee held its first meeting

at United Nations Headquarters in New York on 23 April, considered administrative

and procedural arrangements and agreed to continue its discussions in London

on or about 13 May.

6. The Sub..Committee continued its discussions in Lancaster House in London

at 19 meetings between 13 May and 22 June. On the latter date the SUbNCommittee

approved its report to the Commission (DC/53). (See Annex 1).

7. The Disarmament Commission considered the report of the Sub~Committee

at its 36th to 43rd meetings between 20 and 29 JUly 1954, the verbatim

records of which are contained in DC/PV.36-DC/PV.43.

8. By letter dated 22 July to the Chairman (DC/54), the representative of

India requested that the proposals of the Government of India contained in

document Dc/44 and Corr.l be incorporated in the Commissionts report. At

its 43rd meeting the Commission decided to annex document DC/44 and Corr.l to

this report. (See Annex 2).

9. The Commission expresses the hope that circumsta~ces will facilitate the

continued and fruitful consideration of the question ofdi~·m~ment, the

capital importance of which: in conjunction with other questions affecting

the maintenance of international· peace, is recognized by all.

10. This report was approved by the Commission on 29 JUly 1954 and ia hereby

submitted to the General Assembly and to the Security Council in accordance

with paragraphs 4 and 6 of resolutio~ 715 (VIII).
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ANIlEX 1

REPORT OF TIlE SUB.COMMITTEE OF TIlE D!SP~lAMENT COi$1!SSION
DATED 22 J'JNE 1954.

(This report has been distributed to all members
United Nations as document DC/53).

of' the
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ArlNEX 2

UTTER DATED 8 APRIL 1951> FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF INDIA

TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ENCLOSING EJ('!'RACTS FROM STATEl>lENT

MADE BY THE PRI,lE MINISTER OF INDIA IN THE HOUSE OF THE

PEOPLE ON 2 APRIL 1951> ON THE SUBJECT OF· THE HYDROGEN BOMB

Sir,

1. I am directed by the Governn~nt of- India to request you to place before

the Disarmament Commission and its special Bub_committee thevieW8 of the

Government· of India on the hydrogen' bOD,b cohtained in a statement in

Parliament on the 2nd April 1954 by the Prime Minister of India.

2. This statement, a copy of which is. enclosed'for your information and

that of the Commiseion, sets out the approach and the concern of the Government

of India in respect of the problem, and makes certain proposals. The

Government of India requests that these proposals may be examined by the

Commission. They believe that these proposals are practical and capable of "

application and without prejudice- to any of the issues in regard to control,

inspection, prohibition, stockpiling etc., vhich the Commission is seeking

to resolve.

3. The Government of India further submits with confidence that the widespread

concern the world over and the variouS suggestions made, should presently

receive active stUdy and consideration by the Commission.

4. The people and Government of India are disturbed and moved by the

after~effect8 of the bydrogen bomb explosions on the people of Japan, which

they SUbmit, deserve special consideration of the Commission. Japan is not

represented at the United Nations and it is not one of the parties principally

concerned in this problem.

5. The Government of India also consider informed world opinion as to lcnown

and tmknown but probable effects and particular implications of the explosion

of these weapons of mass destruction are un important and perhaps a decisive

factor in the solution of the problem to whi9h the Commission is addressing

itself.

6. The Government of India makes these proposals and requests their immediate

consideration by the Disarmament Commission in the sincere belief and the

earnest hope that they will make a useful beginning in the fulfilment of the

earnest desire which the General Assembly affirmed last year in its Resolution

No. 715(VIII}, Cluu~e I.
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7. Th~ Government of India are fully aware that any effective consideration

and solution of this problem can be reaohed only by the Powers principally

concerned, and by agreement among them. In the crisia that humanity faces

and where the issue is the future of mankind, they have ventured in ell

humility to make this contribution to the colle~tive thinking and action

in which those in whom responsibili~y has been vested by the United Nations

are presently engaged.

8. I request that this communication and ita annexure may be circulated

to the members of the Disarmament Commission as a United Nations document.

Please accept, Excellency, ••• etc.

. (Rajeshwar Dayal)
Permanent Representative of India to the

United Nations.
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EXTRACTS FROM STATEMENT NADE BY 'rIlE PRIME MINISTER
OF INDIA IN ~'1lE HOUSE OF TIlE PEOPLE ON 2 APRIL 1954
ON THE SUBJECT OF TIlE HYDROGEN BOM!}

liThe United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics we are told possess this weapon and each of these .countries
has during the last two· years effected teat explosions, unleashing
impact.a which in every respect were far beyond those of any weapons of
destruction known to man.

!lA further and mOl;'e powerful explosion -than the one of 1st of March
has been effected by the United States end more are reported ~o have
been scheduled to take place.

"We know little more about the hydrogen bomb and its disastrous
and horrible consequences than have appeared in the press or are
otberwiae matters of general knowledge or speculation. But even what
we do know, and the v~ry fe: that the full facts of the effects of
these explosions do not ap~~ar to be known or are ascertainable with
any certainty even by scientists, points to certain conclusions. A
new 'Weapon of unprecedented power, both in volume and iotensi t;';., ',';'th
Unascertained and probably unascertainable range of destructi,-,.,
potential in respect to time and space, that is, both as rE'~~(:::':;_;3 the
duration and extent of the consequences, is being tested, '1:n.lea;)1in{,;
its massive power for use as.8 "'!capen of war. We .lmow the-;., ':to l.:se
threatens the existence of man and ciVilization as we know it~ ~~

~re told there is no effective protection against tbe hydrogen bomb
and that millions of people may be exterminated by a single explosion
and many more injured and perbaps still many more condemned to slow
death or to live under the shadow of the fea~ of disease and deatb~

llThese are horrible prospects and affect us nations and peoples
everywhere, whether we are involved in wars or power blocs or not. From
diverse sides and parts of tbe world have ~ome pronouncements which
point to the dread features and om·inous prospects of the hydrogen bomb
era. I!

The Prime Min:tster then referred, in tbis ccnnexion, to statements made
by Professor Albert Einstein, Dr. Greenhead of Cincinnati University,
Professor Martin, Defence and Scientific Adviser to ~he Government of
Australia, Mr. tester Pearson, Canadian Minister for External Affair~, and
Mr. Malenkov, SoViet Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Nebru said:

llThere can be little doubt about the deep and Hidespread concern
in the world, particularly among peoples, about these ~~apons and their
dreadful con~e~uences. But concern is not enough. Fear and dread do
not lead to constructive thought or effective courses of action. Panic
is no remedy against disaster of any kind, present or potential.
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lIMenkind has to awaken itself to reality and face the situation
with determination and assert itself to avert calamity.

liThe general position of this country in this matter has been
repeatedly stated and placed beyond all doubt. It is up to us to pursue
ae best 8S we cau the objective we seek.

"He have maintained that nuclear (including thermonuclear), chemical
and biological (bacterial) knowledge and power should not be used to
forge these weapons of mass destruction. '~e have advocated the prohibition
of such weapons by common consent and immediately by agreement amongst
those concerned, which latter is at present the only effective way to
bring about their abandonment.

ltThe House will no doubt recall the successive attempt!! made by us
at the United Nations to secure the adoption of this view and approach. 11

~~. Nehru then read out amendments moved by Indian delegates to a
resolution on~6armament at the last session of tbe United Nations General
Assembly in 1953.

~he Prime Minister continued:

liThe House ia aware that this latter suggestion ~as lately engaged
the attention of the powers ~rincipally concerned at Berlin and
elsewhere and talks have taken place and: so far as we know, are
continUing.

llTime, howev<Z:r, appears to challenge us. Destruction threatens
to catch us up if not to overtake us on its march to its sinister goal.
We must seek to arrest it and avert the dire end it threatens.

liThe Government proposes to continue to give its closest and
continuous consideration to such steps as it can take in appropriate
places and contexts in pursuit of our approach and common objective.

liT ·i.ave stated pUblicly 6S our view that these experiments, which
may have served their one and only useful purpose, namely to expose the
nature of the horror and the tragedy, even though only partly, should
cease. I repeat that to be our considered position and it is our hope
tbis view and the sreat concern it reflects and which is world-wide,
will evoke adequate and timely responses.

UPending progress towards some solution, full or pro'tiel, in
respect of prohibition and elim~nation of these weapons of' ma~;s

destruction, which the General Asse~;)ly has affirmed as its earnest
desire, the Governw;nt would consider among the steps to be taken, now
and forthwith, the following:
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EXTRACTS FROM STATEMENT WDE BY 'rIlE FRIME MINISTER
OF INDIA IN ~'HE HOUSE OF TH;] PEOPLE ON 2 APRIL 1954
ON THE SUBJECT OF TlIE HYDROGEN BOMB

liThe United States of America and the Union of' Soviet Socialist
Republics we ere told possess this weapon and each of these countries
has during the last two years effected test explosions, unleashing
impacts which in every respact were far Qeyond those of any weapons of
destruction known to man.

UA further and more powerful explosion thun the one of 1st of March
has been effected by the United States and mo:.:e e.re reported to have
been scheduled to take place.

lIi1e know little more about the bydrogen bomb and its disastrous
and horrible consequences than have appeared in the press or are
~therwise matters of general knowl~dge or speculation•. But even what
we do know, and the very fect that the full facts of the effects of
theee explosions do not appear to be known or are ascertainable with
any certainty even by scientists, points to certain conclusions~ A
new weapon of unprecedented power, both in volume and intensity, with
unascertained and probably unascertainable range of destructive
potential in respect to time and space, that is, both as regards the
duration and extent of the consequences, is being tested, unleashing
its massive power for use e.s .s. Heapen of war, iofe know that its \.lse
threatens the existence of man and civilization as we know it~ We
ere told there is no effective protection against the hydrogen bomb
and that millions of people may be exterminated by a single explosion
and many more injured and perhaps still many more condemned to slow
death Or to live under the shadow of the fear of disease and death.

nThese are horrible prospects a.nd affect us nations and peoples
everywhere, whether we are involved in wars or power blocs or not. From
diverse aides and parts of the Horld have come pronouncements which
point ,0 the dread features and ominous prospects of the hydrogen bomb
era. 11

The Prime Minister then referrea, in this connexion, to statements m~de

by Professor Albert Einstein, Dr. Greenhead of Cincinnati University,
Professor Martin, Defence and Scientific Adviser to the Government of
Australia, Mr. Lester PenrsoD, Canadian Minister for External Affairs, and
~~. Malenkov, Soviet Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Nebru saiQ:

"There can be little doubt about the deep a.nd 'Y'ideapread concern
in the world, particularly among peoples) about these weapons and their
dreadful con3equences~ But concern is not enough. Fear and dread do
not lead to constructive thought or effective cu~ses of action. Panic
is no remedy against disaster of any kind, present or potential.
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"Mankind has to awaken itself to reality and face the situation
with determination and assert itself to avert calamity.

liThe general position of this country in this matter has been
repeatedly stated and placed beyond all doubt. It is up to us to pursue
as best as we can the objective we seek.

""\·le have maintained -that nuclear (including thermonuclear), chemical
and biological (bacterial) knowledge and power shoUld not be used to
forge these weapons of mass destruction. I{e have advocated the prohibition
of such weapons by common consent and immediately by agreement amongst
those concerned, "hieb latter 1s at present the only effective way to
bring about their abandonment.

liThe House will no doubt recall the successive attempts made by us
at the United Nations to secure the adoption of this view and approach. lI

~~. Nehru then read out amendments moved by Indian delegates to a
resolution on disarmament at the last session of the United Nations General
Assembly in 1953.

The Prime Minister continued:

"The House is aware that this latter Buggestion ~a8 lately engaged
the attention of the powers ~rincipally concerned at Berlin and
elsewhere and talks have taken place and, so far as we know, are
continUing.

l1Time, however, appears to challenge us. Destruction threatens
to catch us up if not to overtake us on its march to its sinister goal.
We must seek to arrest it and avert the dire end it threatens.

liThe Government proposes to continue to give its closest and
continuous consideration to such steps as it can take in appropriate
places and contexts in pursuit of our approach and common objective.

"I have stated publicly as our view that these experiments, which
may have served their one and only useful purpose, namely to expose the
nature of the horror and the tragedy, even though only partly, should
cease. I repeat that to be our considered position and it is our hope
this view and the great concern it reflects and which is world-wide,
will evoke ade~uate and timely respon8es.

"Pending progress towards some solution, full or partial, in
respect of prohibition and elimination of these weapons of mass
destruction, which the General Assembly has affirmed aa ita earnest
desire, the Governmen~ would consider ~ong the steps to be taken, now
and forthWith, the following:

•
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(1) Some sort of what may be called lstandstill agreement t in
respect, at least, of these actual explosions, even if arrangements
about the discontinuance of production and stockpiling must await
more substantial agreements among those principally concerned.

(2) Full pUblicity by those principally concerned in the production
of these weapons and by the United Nations of ~he extent of destructive
power and ~own effects of these weapons, and also adequate indication
of' the extent of unimown but p:robable effects. Informed world public
opinion is in our view n most effective factor in bringing about the
results we desire.

(3) Immediate (and continuing) private meetings of the Bub-committee
of the Disarmament C<;IDIId.ssion to consider the t standstill f proposal
which r have just mentioned, pending decisions on prohibitions and
controls, etc" to which the Disarmament Commission is asked by the
General Assembly to address itself.

(4) Active steps by the states and peoples of the world, who, though
not directly concerned with the production of these weapons, are very
much concerned with the possible use of tbem, and at present by these
experiments and their effects. They woUld, I venture to hope, express
their concern and add their voices and influence in as effective a
manner as possible to arrest the progress of this destructive potential
which menaces all alike.

liThe Government of India will use its best efforts in pursuit of' these
objectives.

"r .1ould conclude with an expression of sympathy which this House and
this country feel towards the victims of the recent explosions, Japanese
fishermen and others, and to the people of Japan to whom it has brought
much dread and concern by way of direct effects and by fear of food
contamination.

liThe open ocean appears no longer open, except in that those who sail
on it for fishing or other legitimate purposes take greater and unknown
risks caused by these explosions. It is of great concern to us that Asia
and her peoples appear to be always nearer these occurrences and experiments
and their fearsome consequences, actual and potential.

llHe do not yet know fully vlhetller the continuing effects of these
explosions are carried only by the media oi' air and water, or wl:..~ther they
Bubsist in other strata of nature, and know how long their effects persist
or whether they set up some sort of chain reaction, at which some have
already hinted.

"\1e must endeavour idth faith and hope to promote all efforts that seek
to bring to a halt this drift to what appears to be the menace of total
destruction. 11
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. CORRIGENDUM TO THE LETTER DATED 8 APRIL 1954 FROM TIlE
REPRESENTATIVE OF INDIA TO TIlE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Replace paragraphs 5 and 6 by the following:. ., .
5-' -The Government of India also con~ider-that informed world opinion as to

the known and unknown but probable effects 'and implications of the explosions

of these weapons of'mass Bestruction are an important and.p~rhaps a decisive

factor 1n the solution of the problems to which the Commission is addressing

itself.

6. The Governmen,t. of India" ma.~~ ',these pro~os~~s and request their immediate

consideration by the Disarmament, Commission in the"sincere belief and the. ,
earneat hope that they will make a usefui beginning in the fulfilment of the

earnest desire which the General Assembly affirmed last year in ita Resolution

No. 715 (VIII) Clause I.
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