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FOURTH REPORT OF THE DISARMAMENT CCNFERENCE

Letter dated 29 July 195% from the Chairmen of the
Digarmement Commission, addressed to the Secretary-General

I have the honour to forward herewlth the fourth report* of the
Disarmement Commission end would request that you be good enough to transmit
it to the General Assembly and to the Security Council pursuant to
paragraphs b and 6 of General Assembly resolution 715 {VIII}.

Accept, Sir, ete,

(8igned) Jules Moch
Chairman, Disermament Commission

¥ The Fourth Report of the Disarmement Commission has been distributed
separately as document DG/55 dated 29 July 195k,
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FOURTH REPCRT CF THE DISARMAMENT COMMISSION

i, Following requests to the Chairman dated 3 April from the representatives
of France; the United Kingdom and the United States, the Disarmament Commission
resumed its meetings on 9 April 1954 for the consideration of the tasks of
the Commission in zccordance with General Assembly resolution TiS5 (VIII).
2., At the 32nd meeting the representative of the United Kingdom proposed
that, &e had oeen suggeéte& in resolution T15 (VIII), the Commission should
establish & Sub-Committee which should seek in private an acceptable solution,
He proposed that the Sub-Committee should consist of representatives of Canada,
France, the Union of ‘Soviet Sociallst Republics, the United Kingdom and the
United Stetes. Following the meeting the representative of the United Kingdom
submitted a draft resclution (DC{E?/Rev.l) embodying hie proposal.
3., At the 33rd meeting the representative of the USSR submitted an amendment
(pe/48) which wou}d have added to the membership of the Sub-Committee the
People®s Republie of Chine, Czechoslovakia and Tndia.
L. At the 35th meeting on 19 April the USSR amendment was rejected by 10 votes
to one, with one abstentlon, and the United Kingdom draft resclution was
adopted by 9 votes to one, with 2 sbstentions. The adopted resolution (Dc/%9)
read as follows:

"The Disarmasment Commiseion,

"Noting General Assembly resclution 715 (VIII) and the resolution

on dlsermsment agreed by the Four Ferelgn Ministera at Berlin on
18 February 195k,
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1. Decides, pursuant to General Assembly resolution 715 {VIII), to
establish a Sub-Commitiee consisting of representatives of Canada,

France, the Union of Soviet Socimlist Republice, the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Nortkern Ireland and the United States of America;

"2, Recommends that the Sub-Committee should hold its Tirst meebing

on 23 April, &nd should arrange its own meetings and method of work;

“3. Recommends that the Sub-Committee should present & report on the
results of its work to the Disarmawent Commission not later than 15 July."

Pursuant to the ebove decision, the Sub-Committee held its first meeting

at United Nations Headquarters in New York on 23 April, considered administretive

and procedursal arrangements and sgreed to continue its discussions in London

on or about 13 May.

6.

The Sub-Committee continued its discussions in Lancaster House in London

at 19 meetinge between 13 May and 22 June. On the latter dabe the Sub~Commitiee
approved its report to the Commission (DC/53). (See Annex 1).

?u

The Disaymament Commission considered the report of the Sub-Committee

at its 36th to b3rd meetings between 20 and 29 July 1954, the verbatim
records of which are contained in DC/PV.36~DC/PV.L3,

8.

By letter deted 22 July to the Chairmen (EC/S4), the representative of

India requested that the proposala of the Covernment of India contained in

document DC/4% end Corr.l be incorporated in the Commission's report. At
its 43rd meeting the Commission decided to annex document DC/U4 and Corr.l to

this report. (See Annex 2),.

90

The Commlssion expresses the hope that eircumstances will facilitate the

continued and fruitful consideration of the question of disermament, the

cepital importance of which, in conjunction with other questions affecting

the maintenance of international. peace, is recognized by all.

10.

This report was approved by the Cocmmission on 29 July 195% and is hereby

submitted to the General Assembly and to the Secwrity Council in accordance
with paragrapha & and 6 of resolution 715 (VIII).
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ANNEX 1

REPORT OF THE SUB-COMMITTER OF TUE DISARMAMENT COMMISSION
DATED 22 JUNE 195k,

{This report has been distribrted to all members of the
United Nations as document DC/53).
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ANNEX 2

LETTER DATED 8 APRIL 1054 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF INDIA
‘70 THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ENCLOSING EXTRACTS FROM STATEMENT
MADE BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA IN THE HOUSE OF THE

PEQPLE ON 2 APRIL 1954 ON THE SUBJECT OF THE HYDROGEN BOMB

Sir,

1, I em directed by the Covernment of India %o reguest you to plece before
the Disermement Commission end its special sub-committee the views of the.
Government of India on the hydrogen: hombd contained in a statement in
Parliament on the 2nd April 1954 by the Prime Minister of India.

. This statement, & copy of which ig. enclosed for your information and

" that of the Commission, sets out the approach end the concern of the CGovernment

of India in respect of the problem, and mekes certein proposals. The
Government of India requeéta that these proposals may be examined by the
Qommission. They believe that these proposals are practical and capable of ~
application and without prejudice to any of the issues in regard to control,
inspection, prohibition, stockpiling ete., which the Commission is seeking

t0 resolve.

%, The Government of India further submits with confidence thet the widespread
concern the world over and the various suggestions made, should presently
receive active study and consideration by the Commission.

i, fThe people and Government of India are digturbed and moved by the
after-effects of the hydrogen bomb explosions on the people of Japen, which
they submit, deserve gpecial consideration of the Commizelon. Japan is not
represented at the United Nations and it is not one of the parties principally
concerned in this problem.

5, The Government of Indis also consider informed world opinion as to known
and unknown bui probable effects and particular implications of the explosion
of these weapons of mass destruction are an important end perhaps 2 declgive
factor in the solution of the problem %o which the Commission is addressing
itself.

6. The Government of Indie makes these proposals and requesis their immediate
consideration by the Disarmament Commission in the sincere bellef and the
earnest hope that they will make 2 ueeful beginning in the Pulfilment of the
eornept desire which the General Assembly affirmed last year in its Resolution
No. 715(VIII), Clause I. | |
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T« The Government of Indis are fully aware that any effective consideration

and solution of this problem can be reached only by the Powers prineipally

concefned, &nd by agreement emong them. In the cricis that humanity faces

end where the issue is the future of wmankind, they'have ventured in all

humility to make this contribution to the ecollective thinkihg and action

in which those in whom responsibility has been vested by the United Nations

are pregently engaged. ' |

8, I request that this communicatioﬁ and its annexure may be circulated

to the members of the Disarmement Commission as a Unitéd Nations document,
Please accept, Excellency, ... etc. |

- (Rajeshwar Dayal)
Permanent Representative of India to the
United Nationa,
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EXTRACTS TROM STATEMENT MADE BY THE FRIME MINISTER
OF INDIA IN 2HE HOUSE OF THE FEOPLE ON 2 APRIL 195k
ON THE SUBJECT QF THE HYDROGEN BOMB - :

"The Unit=d Stetes of America snd the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics we sre told possess this weapon and each of these countries
hes during the last two years effected test explosions, unleashing
impachs which in every respect were far beyond those of any weapons of
destruction known to man. '

"A further and more powerfui explosion than the one of lst of March
has been effected by the United States end more ere reported 0. have
been scheduled to taks place.

"Je know little more sbout the hydrogen bomb and its disastrous
and horrible consequsnces thon have appeared in the press or are
otberwise mettere of general knowledge or speculation. 3Bubt even whet
we do know, and the very fe: that the full facts of the effects of
these explosions do not apycar to be known or are asceriainavle with
any certainty even by scientists, points to certain conclugions. A
new weapon of unprecedented power, both in volume and intensitys, wath
unagcertained and probably unascertainable range of destructiss
potential in respeet to time and space, that is, both as resgimis the
duration and extent of the consequences, is being tested, 'raleasning
{ts massive power for use as & weapen of war. We know thas 1%s use
threatens the existence of man and ¢ivilization as we know it. W=
are told there is no effective protection against the hydrogen bomb
and thet millions of people may be exterminated by a single explosion
and meny more injured and perhaps.still many more condemned to slow
death or to live under the shadov of the fear of disease and death.

"Phege are horrible prospects and affect us nations and peoples
everywhere, whether we are involved in wars or power blocs or not. From
diverse sides and parts of the world have zome pronouncements which
poinﬁ to the dread features and ominous prospects of the hydrogen bomb
€T8.

The Prime Minlster then referred, in this connexion, to statements made
by Professor Albert Einstein, Dr. Greenhead of Cincinnati University,
Professor Martin, Defence and Scientific Adviser to the Govermment of
Australia, Mr, Lester Pearson, Canadian Minister for External Affairs, and
Mr. Malenkov, Soviet Prime Minister. :

Prime Minister Nehru gaid:

"There can be little doubt sbout the deep and widespread concern
in the world, particularly among peoples, about these weapons and thelr
dreadful consequences. But concern is not enough. . Fear and dread do
not lead to constructive thought or effective courses of action. Panic
is no remedy against disaster of any kind, present or potential.
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"Mankind hes to awaken itself to reality and face the situation
with determination and assert itself to avert calaumity.

"The general position of this country in this matter has been
repeatedly stated and placed beyond all doubt., It is up to us to pursue
ag best as we can the objective we seek.

"We have maintained that nucleer (inciuding thermonuclear), chemical
and biological (bzcterial) knowledge and pover should not be used to
forge these weapons of mass destrucilion. We have advocated the prohibition
of Buch weapons by common consent and immediately by agreement amongst
those concerned, which latter is at present the only effective way to
bring about their abandonment.

"The House will no doubt recall the successive attempts made by us
at the United Nations to secure the adoption of this view and approach.”

Mr. Nehru then read out amendments moved by Indlan delegates to 2
resolution on &isarmament at the last session of the United Nations General
Asserbly in 1853,

The Prime Minister continued:

"The House is aware that this latter suggestion has lstely engaged
the attention of the powers principelly concerned at Berlin and
elsevhere and talks bave tzken place and, so far as we know, are
continuing.

"Time, however, appears to challenge us. Destruction threatens
to catch us up 1f not to overtake us on its march to 1%s sinister goal.
We must seek to arresgt it and avert the dire end it threatens.

"The Governmeni proposes to continue to give its closest and
continuous consideration to euch steps as it can take in appropriate
places and contexts in pursuit of our approach and common objective.

"T iave stated publicly as our view that these experiments, which
may have served their one and only useful purpose, namely to expose the
nature of the horror and the tragedy, even though only partly, should
cease. I repeat that to be our considered position and it is our hope
this view and the great concern it reflects and which is world-wide,
will evcke adequate and timely responses.

"Pending progress towards some solution, full or partial, in
respect of prohibition and elimination of these weapons of mass
destruction, which the General Assembly has affirmed as its earnest
desire, the Govermn:int would consider among the steps to be taken, now
and forthwith, the following:
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EXTRACTS FROM STATEMENT MADE BY 'MHE FRIME MIKRISTER
OF INDIA IN THE HOUSE CF THE FEQPLE ON 2 APRIL 1954
ON THE SUBJECT OF THE EYDROGEN BOMB

"The United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics we are told possess this weapon and each of these countries
has during the last two ycars effected test explosions, unleashing
impazcts which in every reapect were far beyond those of any weapons of
destruction known to man. -

"A further and more powerfui explosion than the one of ist of March
haes been effected by the United States and nore ere reported to have
been scheduled to take placa,

"We know little more about the hydrogen bomb and ite disastrous
and horrible consequences then have appeared in the pregs or are
otherwise matters of general knowledge or epeculation.  But even vhat
we do know, and the very fact that the full facts of the effects of
these explosions do not appear to be known or are ascertainable with
any certainty even by scilentists, points to certain conclusicns. A
new weapon of unprecedented power, both in volume and intensity, with
unascertained and probably unascertainable range of destructive
potential in respect to time and space, that is, both as regards the
duration and extent of the consequences, is being tested, unleashing
its massive power for use &8 a weapcn of war, We know that its use
threatena the existence of men and civiliizetion ss we know it. We
are told there is no effective protection against the hydrogen bomd
.and that millions of people mey be exterminated by a single explosion
and many more injured and perhaps still many more condemned to slow
death or to live under the shadow of the fear of disease and death.

"These are horrible prospects and affect us nations and peoples
everywhere, whether we are involved in wars or power blocs or not. From
diverse sides and parts of the world have come pronouncements which
poinﬁ :0 the dread features and ominous prospects of the hydrogen bombd
ers.

The Prime Minister then referred, in this connexion, to statements made
by Professor Albert Einstein, Dr. Greenhead of Cincinnati University,
Professor Martin, Defence and Scientific Adviser to the Government of
fustralia, Mr. Lester Pearson, Canadian Minister for External Affairs, and
Mr. Malenkov, Soviet Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Nehru saigd:

"There can be little doubt about the deep and widespread concern
in the world, particularly among peoples, about these weapons and thelr
dreadful consequences. But concera is not enough. Fear and dread do
not lead to constructive thought or effective cuurses of actlion. Fanic
is no remedy against disaster of any kind, present or potential.
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"Mankind hes to awaken itself to reality and face the situation
with determination and assert itself to avert calamity.

"Phe general position of this country in this matter has been
repeatedly stated and placed beyond all doubt. It is up to us to pursue
as best as we can the objective we seek.

"We have maintained that nuclear {including thermonuclear), chemical
and biological (bacterial) knowledge end power should not be used to
forge these weapons of mass destruction. We have advocated the prohibition
of sBuch weapons by common consent and immediately by agreement amongst
those concerned, which latter i1s at present the only effective way to
bring about their abandonment.

"The House will no doubt recall the successive attempta made by us
at the United Nations to secure the adoption of this view and approach.”

Mr. Nehru then read ou} esmendments moved by Indian delepates to a
resolution on disaTmament at the last session of the United Nations General
Assembly in 1953,

The Prime Minister contiaued:

"The House is aware thet this latter suggestion has lately engaged
the attention of the powers principslly concerned at Berlin and
elsevhere and talks have taken place and, so far ss we know, are
continuing.

"Time, however, appears to challenge us. Destruction threatens
to catch us up if not to overteke us on its march to its sinister geal.
We muat seek to arrest it end avert the dire end it threatens.

"The Government proposes to continue to give 1ts closest and
continuous consideration to guch steps as it can teke in appropriate
placee and contexts in pursuit of our approach and common objective.

"I have stated publicly as our view that these experiments, which
may have served their one and only useful purpcse, namely to expose the
nature of the horror and the tragedy, even though only partly, should
cease, I repeat that to be our congidered position and it is our hope
this wview and the great concern it reflects and which 1s world-wide,
will evoke adequate and timely responses.

"Pending progress towards some solution, full or partial, in
respect of prohibition and elimination of these weapons of mass
destruction, which the General Assembly has affirmed as its earnest
desire, the Government would consider among the steps to be taken, now
and forthwith, the following:
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(1) Some sort of what mey be called 'standstill agreement! in
respect, at least, of these actuel explosions, even if arrangements
about the discontinusnce of production and stockpiling must await
more substantial agreements among those prineipally concerned.

(2) Fuli publicity by those principally concerned in the production
of these weapons and by the United Netiong of the extent of destructive
power and known effects of thess weapons, and also adequate indication
of the extent of unknown but probsble effects. Informed world public
opinicn is in our view a most effective faetor in bringing about the
resulis we desire, :

(3) Immediate (and continuing) private meetings of the sub-committee
of the Disarmement Cqmmission to consider the *standstill? proposal
which I have just mentioned, pending decisions on prohibiticns and
controls, ete., to which the Disarmement Commission is asked by the
General Assembly to address itself.

(k) Active steps by the states and peoples of the world, who, though
not directly concerned with the production of these weapons, are very
much concerned with the possible use of them, and at present by these
experiments and their effects. They would, I venture to hope, express
their concern and add their voices and influence in as effective =&
manner ag possible Yo arrest the progress of this destructive potential
vhich mepaces a1l mlike,

"The Government of India will use its best efforte in pursuit of these
obJjectives.

"I would conclude with an expression of sympathy which this House and
this country feel towards the victims of the recent explosions, Japanese
fishermen and others, and to the people of Japan to whom it has brought
much dread and concern by way of direct effects and by fear of food
contanination.

"The open ocean appears no longer open, except in that those who sail
cn it for fishing or other legitimate purposes take greabter and unkunown
risks caused by these explosions., It is of great concern to us that Asia
and her peoples appear to be always nearer these ocourrences and experiments
and their fearsome conseguences, actual and potential,

"We do not yet know fully whetuer the continuing effects of these
explosions are carried only by the media of air and water, or wkither they
subsist in other strata of nature, and know how long their effects persist
or whether they set up some sort of chain reaction, et which some have
alreaedy hinted.

"We must endeavour with faith and hope to promote all efforts that seek
to bring to a halt this drif%t to what appears to be the mensce of total
destruction.”
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CORRIGENDUW TO THE LETTBR DATED 8 AFRIL 1954 FROM THE
REPRESENTATIVE OF INDIA TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Replace paragraphs 5 end 6 by the following._ _

5.° The Government of India also consider that informed world opinion &as to
the known and unknown but probable effects and implications of the explosions
ot these weapons of mass festruction are &n important and perhaps e decisive
factor in the sclution of the problems to which the Commission is addressing
itgelf, | | o

6. The Government:of Indis make ‘these propqeeis_aed request their immediate
consideration by the Disarmement Commission 1Y the sincere belief and the
earnest hope that they will meke & uaefui begihﬂing in the fulfilmentlef the
earnest degire which the General Aaaembly affirmed last year in its Resolution
Wo. 715 (VIII) Clause T.
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