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The meeting was c a l l e d t o o r d e r a t 10.10 a.m. 

THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND ITS APPLICATION TO PEOPLES 

UNDER COLONIAL OR ALIEN DOMINATION OR FOREIGN OCCUPATION (agenda i t e m 9) 

( c o n t i n u e d ) (E/CN.4/1989/13, 14, 49, 52, 53, 55, 59 and 61; 

E/CN.4/1989/NGO/33; A/43/735) 

1. Mr. VILLAROEL ( P h i l i p p i n e s ) s a i d t h a t the problem o f Kampuchea had f p r 
many y e a r s been a m a t t e r o f g r a v e c o n c e r n t o the e n t i r e w o r l d a n d , i n 

p a r t i c u l a r , t o the P h i l i p p i n e s and the o t h e r ASEAN c o u n t r i e s . Recent p o s i t i v e 

d e v e l o p m e n t s , such as the s h i f t t o c o - o p e r a t i o n between China and the 

S o v i e t U nion and the B e i j i n g t a l k s between C h i n a and V i e t Nam, seemed t o 

i n d i c a t e t h a t the l o n g and d i f f i c u l t s e a r c h f o r a l a s t i n g s e t t l e m e n t o f t h e 

p roblem was n e a r i n g i t s end. H i s Government p a r t i c u l a r l y welcomed the 

announcement t h a t a l l Vietnamese t r o o p s would be w i t h d r a w n from Kampuchea by 

t h e end o f 1990 o r e v e n , i f t h e r e was a n e g o t i a t e d s e t t l e m e n t , by 

September 1989. The p resence o f Vietnamese t r o o p s was the main o b s t a c l e t o 

any attempt a t e s t a b l i s h i n g r e a l and d e f i n i t i v e peace i n the r e g i o n . I n t h a t 

c o n n e c t i o n , h i s d e l e g a t i o n a p p e a l e d t o the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t o c o n t i n u e 

i t s e f f o r t s and t o i n t e n s i f y the campaign aimed a t s p e e d i n g up the w i t h d r a w a l 

p r o c e s s . 

2. In h i s d e l e g a t i o n ' s v i e w , a comprehensive p o l i t i c a l s e t t l e m e n t o f the 

Kampuchean problem s h o u l d be b a s e d , as s t a t e d a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e 

on Kampuchea h e l d i n 1981, (a) on the w i t h d r a w a l o f a l l f o r e i g n f o r c e s from 

Kampuchea, (b) on t h e r e s t o r a t i o n and p r e s e r v a t i o n o f Kampuchea's 

independence, s o v e r e i g n t y and t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y , (c) on the r i g h t o f the 

Kampucheans t o d e t e r m i n e t h e i r own d e s t i n y and (d) on the commitment by a l l 

S t a t e s t o n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e and n o n - i n t e r v e n t i o n i n Kampuchea's i n t e r n a l 

a f f a i r s . 

3. In due c o u r s e , the P h i l i p p i n e s , t o g e t h e r w i t h o t h e r d e l e g a t i o n s , would be 

s u b m i t t i n g a d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n embodying th o s e p r i n c i p l e s and r e f l e c t i n g some 

o f the s i g n i f i c a n t developments which had t a k e n p l a c e s i n c e the Commission's 

p r e v i o u s s e s s i o n . 

4. M i s s BOJKOVA ( B u l g a r i a ) s a i d t h a t the r i g h t o f p e o p l e s t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was one o f t h e most i m p o r t a n t p r i n c i p l e s o f contemporary 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l law and i t s o b s e r v a n c e was one o f the e s s e n t i a l p r e c o n d i t i o n s 

f o r the enjoyment o f a l l c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l , e c o nomic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 

r i g h t s as w e l l as an e s s e n t i a l element o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y . 

I t i m p l i e d not o n l y the p r o c l a m a t i o n o f n a t i o n a l independence and t h e 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a S t a t e e x e r c i s i n g s o v e r e i g n t y over i t s n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , 

but a l s o the freedom o f p e o p l e s t o choose t h e i r s o c i o - e c o n o m i c system o f 

development w i t h o u t any i n t e r f e r e n c e from o u t s i d e . I t a l s o i m p l i e d the 

o b l i g a t i o n o f a l l o t h e r S t a t e s t o r e s p e c t t h a t freedom o f c h o i c e , t o r e f r a i n 

from any a c t i o n s t h a t might i n f r i n g e i t and t o s u p p o r t the e f f o r t s o f p e o p l e s 

s t i l l f i g h t i n g f o r i ndependence, freedom, democracy and s o c i a l p r o g r e s s . 

5. However, the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n c o n t i n u e d t o be v i o l a t e d i n some 

p a r t s o f the w o r l d , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n s o u t h e r n A f r i c a t h r o u g h the p o l i c y o f 

a p a r t h e i d . F a i t h f u l t o i t s p o s i t i o n , her d e l e g a t i o n w i s h e d t o r e a f f i r m t h a t 

the o n l y way t o s o l v e t h e problems i n s o u t h e r n A f r i c a was by g r a n t i n g 

independence t o the p e o p l e o f N a mibia i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 

r e s o l u t i o n 435 (78) and c o m p l e t e l y e l i m i n a t i n g t h e r a c i s t P r e t o r i a regime's 
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p o l i c y o f a p a r t h e i d . In t h a t c o n n e c t i o n , she welcomed the agreements r e l a t i n g 

t o t h e independence o f N a m i b i a s i g n e d on 22 December 1988 by A n g o l a , Cuba and 

South A f r i c a and between A n g o l a and Cuba. Her d e l e g a t i o n hoped t h a t t h e 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f tho s e agreements would a t l o n g l a s t e n a b l e the Namibian 

p e o p l e t o e x e r c i s e i t s r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

6. The d e n i a l o f t h a t r i g h t t o the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e was a t the h e a r t o f 

the problem o f t h e M i d d l e E a s t . Her Government had welcomed t h e p r o c l a m a t i o n 

o f an ind e p e n d e n t P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e on 15 November 1988. I n i t s v i e w , the 

c o n v e n i n g o f an i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace c o n f e r e n c e on t h e M i d d l e E a s t w i t h t h e 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f the permanent members o f the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l and o f a l l t h e 

S t a t e s c o n c e r n e d , i n c l u d i n g P a l e s t i n e , would be the most a p p r o p r i a t e means o f 

f i n d i n g a comprehensive p o l i t i c a l s e t t l e m e n t o f the M i d d l e E a s t c o n f l i c t and 

o f s a f e g u a r d i n g t h e enjoyment o f t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f a l l t h e 

p e o p l e s c o n c e r n e d . I t s h o u l d not be f o r g o t t e n t h a t , i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e 

C h a r t e r o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s and t h e D e c l a r a t i o n on t h e G r a n t i n g o f 

Independence t o C o l o n i a l C o u n t r i e s and P e o p l e s , t h a t r i g h t s h o u l d a l s o be 

e x e r c i s e d by the p e o p l e s o f the s o - c a l l e d " s m a l l t e r r i t o r i e s " . 

7. I t was r e g r e t t a b l e t h a t , on the eve o f the t w e n t y - f i r s t c e n t u r y , 

m e r c e n a r i e s were s t i l l b e i n g used t o p r e v e n t p e o p l e s from e x e r c i s i n g t h e i r 

r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , w i t h a l l t h e n e g a t i v e consequences stemming from 

t h a t p r a c t i c e f o r the enjoyment o f human r i g h t s and f u n d a m e n t a l f r e e d o m s . I n 

t h a t c o n n e c t i o n , h e r d e l e g a t i o n s h a r e d the v i e w s o f the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r on 

the q u e s t i o n as r e f l e c t e d i n p a r a g r a p h 56 ( i i ) o f h i s r e p o r t (A/43/735) and 

s u p p o r t e d the r e p o r t ' s c o n c l u s i o n s and recommendations. 

8. In c o n c l u s i o n , she e x p r e s s e d h e r d e l e g a t i o n ' s hope t h a t t h e d e c i s i o n s 

a dopted by the Commission on agenda i t e m 9 would c o n t r i b u t e i n t h e near f u t u r e 

towards t h e f u l l and e f f e c t i v e enjoyment o f t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n by 

a l l p e o p l e s . 

9. Mr. COSTA LOBO ( P o r t u g a l ) s a i d t h a t c e r t a i n a s p e c t s o f the p r i n c i p l e o f 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , a l t h o u g h d e b a t e d a t l e n g t h i n t h e p a s t , appeared t o have 

been r e l e g a t e d t o t h e b a c k g r o u n d , p r i o r i t y b e i n g g i v e n t o some o f i t s o t h e r 

d i m e n s i o n s . Yet t h e p r i n c i p l e had t o be a p p l i e d as a whole i f t h e p r o t e c t i o n 

o f human r i g h t s d e r i v i n g from i t was not t o be l i m i t e d i n an a r b i t r a r y 

f a s h i o n . The f o r m u l a c o n t a i n i n g t h e most p r e c i s e d e f i n i t i o n o f t h e p r i n c i p l e 

a p p e a r e d i n a r t i c l e 1 o f each o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human R i g h t s 

and was r e p e a t e d o r p a r t i a l l y r e p r o d u c e d i n c e r t a i n f u n d a m e n t a l U n i t e d N a t i o n s 

r e s o l u t i o n s , s u c h as t h o s e c o n t a i n i n g t he D e c l a r a t i o n on the G r a n t i n g o f 

Independence t o C o l o n i a l C o u n t r i e s and P e o p l e s (I960) and t h e D e c l a r a t i o n on 

P r i n c i p l e s o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l Law c o n c e r n i n g F r i e n d l y R e l a t i o n s and C o - o p e r a t i o n 

among S t a t e s i n Accordance w i t h t h e C h a r t e r o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s ( 1 9 7 0 ) . 

However, t h a t d e f i n i t i o n d i d n o t r e s o l v e a l l problems o f i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . I t 

had become a p p a r e n t a t a v e r y e a r l y s t a g e t h a t the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 

had two a s p e c t s a c c o r d i n g t o whether i t was c o n s i d e r e d from an i n t e r n a l o r 

from an e x t e r n a l p o i n t o f v i e w . As Mr. C r i s t e s c u had p o i n t e d o u t i n h i s s t u d y 

on the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n s u b m i t t e d t o t h e Sub-Commission on 

P r e v e n t i o n o f D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n o f M i n o r i t o r i e s 

(E/CN.4/Sub.2/404/Rev.l), the f i r s t a s p e c t was "the r i g h t o f p e o p l e s t o 

d e t e r m i n e t h e i r i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t a t u s , t h e i r r i g h t t o i n d e p e n d e n c e , and the 

r i g h t t o d e c i d e t h e i r own d e s t i n y i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community", w h i l e the 

second was "the r i g h t o f p e o p l e s f r e e l y t o choose and d e v e l o p t h e d o m e s t i c 

p o l i t i c a l system which t h e y d e s i r e and w h i c h , i n t h e i r v i e w , c o r r e s p o n d s t o 
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t h e i r a s p i r a t i o n s and p o l i t i c a l o b j e c t i v e s " { p a r a . 3 0 3 ) . From t h a t second 

a s p e c t d e r i v e d the r i g h t o f each i n d i v i d u a l " t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e Government 

o f h i s c o u n t r y [...] d i r e c t l y or t h r o u g h f r e e l y c h o s e n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s " 

( p a r a . 3 2 3 ) . I t was thus e s s e n t i a l t o r e c o g n i z e and t o p r o t e c t b o t h t h o s e 

a s p e c t s . 

10. The f u n d amental o b j e c t i v e o f the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was t o 

e n a b l e i n d i v i d u a l s and p e o p l e s t o d e t e r m i n e t h e i r own d e s t i n y . That , 

p o s s i b i l i t y c o u l d , o f c o u r s e , be d e s t r o y e d b o t h by e x t e r n a l f o r c e s - a p e o p l e 

e x e r c i s i n g d o m i n a t i o n o v e r a n o t h e r p e o p l e - and by i n t e r n a l f o r c e s - a régime 

w h i c h o p p r e s s e d the p o p u l a t i o n . The most i n t o l e r a b l e and s c a n d a l o u s c a s e i n 

t h a t c o n n e c t i o n was t h a t o f o p p r e s s i o n founded on r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 

However, t h e p r i n c i p l e o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n had h i t h e r t o been i n v o k e d 

p r i n c i p a l l y i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h c o l o n i a l s i t u a t i o n s , w h i c h was q u i t e n o r m a l 

s i n c e the most s e r i o u s and most r e a d i l y i d e n t i f i a b l e c a s e s o f v i o l a t i o n were 

t h o s e r e l a t i n g t o c o l o n i a l t e r r i t o r i e s . M o r e o v e r , i n v i e w o f t h e r e l u c t a n c e 

o f Governments t o r e c o g n i z e the e x i s t e n c e w i t h i n t h e i r t e r r i t o r i e s o f 

s i t u a t i o n s p e r t a i n i n g t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w , e.g. i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h human 

r i g h t s , i t was e a s i e r t o i n s i s t upon the a p p l i c a t i o n o f the p r i n c i p l e o f 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o t e r r i t o r i e s h a v i n g a s p e c i a l s t a t u s i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

l a w . Of c o u r s e t h e r e were s t i l l c o l o n i a l t e r r i t o r i e s whose p o p u l a t i o n s had 

never e x e r c i s e d t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . However, i t was l e g i t i m a t e 

t o t h i n k t h a t the s i t u a t i o n was p a r t i c u l a r l y s e r i o u s i n t h e case o f a 

t e r r i t o r y f o r c i b l y annexed by a n e i g h b o u r i n g Power w h i c h then r e f u s e d the 

a p p l i c a t i o n o f the p r i n c i p l e t o t h a t t e r r i t o r y under t h e p r e t e x t t h a t i t s 

p o p u l a t i o n had a l r e a d y e x e r c i s e d i t s r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I t s h o u l d 

be r e c a l l e d t h a t the f u n d a m e n t a l U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s on the s u b j e c t o f 

d e c o l o n i z a t i o n , i n p a r t i c u l a r r e s o l u t i o n 1541 (XV), c o n t a i n e d some 

p a r t i c u l a r l y p r u d e n t p r o v i s i o n s i n r e s p e c t o f c o l o n i a l t e r r i t o r i e s whose 

e x e r c i s e o f t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n had l e d t o t h e i r i n t e g r a t i o n w i t h 

a n o t h e r S t a t e and n o t t o t h e i r t r a n s f o r m a t i o n i n t o a new s o v e r e i g n and 

i n d e p e n d e n t S t a t e . 

1 1 . The p e o p l e o f E a s t Timor had, i n f a c t , never e x e r c i s e d i t s r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . The T e r r i t o r y had been i n p r o c e s s o f d e c o l o n i z a t i o n by 

P o r t u g a l when, on 7 December 1975, i t had been o c c u p i e d by I n d o n e s i a . A 

l i t t l e l a t e r , i n May 1976, the l a t t e r had a r r a n g e d the c o n v e n i n g o f an 

assembly composed o f 37 p e r s o n s , w h i c h , i t d e c l a r e d , had approved a p e t i t i o n 

f o r t he i n t e g r a t i o n o f E a s t Timor w i t h I n d o n e s i a . That " p e t i t i o n " had n e v e r 

been r e c o g n i z e d as an a c t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n by the U n i t e d N a t i o n s as 

a t t e s t e d by t h e f a c t t h a t E a s t Timor was s t i l l on the l i s t o f 

N o n - S e l f - G o v e r n i n g T e r r i t o r i e s and t h a t an i t e m c o n c e r n i n g i t c o n t i n u e d t o 

appear on the agenda o f t h e G e n e r a l Assembly and o f t h e "Committee o f 24". 

The non-observance o f the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f the p e o p l e o f Timor 

was n a t u r a l l y a t t h e r o o t o f v i o l a t i o n s o f o t h e r human r i g h t s i n the 

T e r r i t o r y . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t h e r e f o r e bore a v e r y g r e a t 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n r e s p e c t o f E a s t T i m o r , by v i r t u e o f i t s d u t y t o watch o v e r 

t h e o b s e r v a n c e o f the f u n d a m e n t a l p r i n c i p l e s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w . The 

Government o f P o r t u g a l , whose o n l y c o n c e r n was t o g u a r a n t e e r e s p e c t f o r the 

human r i g h t s o f the p e o p l e o f E a s t T i m o r , i n c l u d i n g the r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , had i n i t i a t e d t a l k s w i t h t h e Government o f I n d o n e s i a under 

t h e a u s p i c e s o f the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s w i t h a view t o 

f i n d i n g an o v e r a l l s o l u t i o n t o t h e p r o b l e m . H i s d e l e g a t i o n w i s h e d t o thank 

Mr. Pérez de C u é l l a r f o r h i s e f f o r t s i n t h a t c o n n e c t i o n . 
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12. W i t h r e g a r d t o o t h e r p a r t s o f the w o r l d , h i s d e l e g a t i o n c o n t i n u e d t o 

t h i n k t h a t , d e s p i t e some e n c o u r a g i n g d e v e l o p m e n t s , the s i t u a t i o n i n Kampuchea 

d i d not y e t j u s t i f y any tem p e r i n g o f the n e g a t i v e view h e l d c o n c e r n i n g t h e 

r e s p e c t f o r t h e p r i n c i p l e o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n t h a t c o u n t r y . W h i l e 

welcoming r e c e n t developments i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h A f g h a n i s t a n and N a m i b i a , i t 

c o n s i d e r e d t h a t the f u r t h e r development o f the s i t u a t i o n i n t h o s e r e g i o n s 

s h o u l d be f o l l o w e d w i t h a t t e n t i o n . The h o l d i n g o f a referendum under the 

s u p e r v i s i o n o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s i n w e s t e r n Sahara r e p r e s e n t e d i n i t s view an 

example o f p r o g r e s s i n t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f the p r i n c i p l e o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

13. H i s Government welcomed t h o s e v a r i o u s a d v a n c e s , w h i c h s h o u l d s e r v e as an 

example and s h o u l d promote r e f l e c t i o n on tho s e c a s e s w h i c h , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , had 

not y e t found a j u s t and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y a c c e p t a b l e s o l u t i o n . So l o n g as 

v i o l a t i o n s o f t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n c o n t i n u e d t o e x i s t , even i f the 

t e r r i t o r i e s c o n c e r n e d were r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l and the s i t u a t i o n s not v e r y w e l l 

known, the Commission's e f f o r t s t o ensure the r e s p e c t o f t h a t r i g h t s h o u l d be 

pur s u e d w i t h unabated v i g o u r . 

14. Mr. MARKIDES ( C y p r u s ) , h a v i n g r e c a l l e d the i d e o l o g i c a l f o u n d a t i o n s and 

the h i s t o r i c a l development o f t h e r i g h t o f p e o p l e s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , 

w h i c h c l e a r l y had a d e m o c r a t i c c o n t e n t , s a i d t h a t the a n t i - c o l o n i a l i s t 

s t r u g g l e was i n s e p a r a b l y l i n k e d w i t h the n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y o f most Member 

S t a t e s o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s , and the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was i n f u l l 

harmony w i t h t h e p r i n c i p l e o f n o n - i n t e r v e n t i o n . On the o t h e r hand, i t was 

i n c o m p a t i b l e w i t h t h e i d e a o f " a b s o l u t e s o v e r e i g n t y " and n o t i o n s such as 

"spheres o f i n f l u e n c e " and " g e o g r a p h i c a l p r o x i m i t y " . 

1 5 . The d r a f t e r s o f the C h a r t e r o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s i n 1945 had u n d e r s t o o d 

t h a t the development o f f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s among n a t i o n s s h o u l d be based on 

r e s p e c t f o r t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f e q u a l r i g h t s and s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f p e o p l e s . 

In a d d i t i o n , t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n appeared among the p r i n c i p a l 

r i g h t s e n s h r i n e d i n the two I n t e r n a t i o n a l Convenants on Human R i g h t s as a 

l e g a l norm w i t h i m p l i c a t i o n s o f fundamental i m p o r t a n c e . 

16. From the p u r e l y i n t e r n a l p o i n t o f v i e w , the r e a l i z a t i o n o f the r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was an e s s e n t i a l c o n d i t i o n f o r the e x e r c i s e and t h e 

p r o m o t i o n o f human r i g h t s . I t was by e x e r c i s i n g t h a t r i g h t under c o n d i t i o n s 

o f freedom, e q u a l i t y , n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and r e s p e c t f o r human d i g n i t y t h a t a 

p e o p l e c r e a t e d , i n acco r d a n c e w i t h i t s own v a l u e s , the b a s i c i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

w i t h i n w h i c h t o pursue i t s p o l i t i c a l , e c o n o m i c , s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 

development and t o e n j o y a l l human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms. 

17. There c o u l d be no doubt t h a t the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and 

democracy went hand i n hand; h i s d e l e g a t i o n e n dorsed the r e l e v a n t G e n e r a l 

Comments o f the Human R i g h t s Committee on t h a t p o i n t , w h i c h s h o u l d be borne i n 

mind by S t a t e s p a r t i e s t o t h e two Covenants when r e p o r t i n g t o the compétent 

b o d i e s . 

18. W i t h r e g a r d t o the e x t e r n a l i m p l i c a t i o n s o f the r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , i t was e s s e n t i a l f o r a p e o p l e c o n s t i t u t e d i n an 

independent and s o v e r e i g n S t a t e t o be a b l e t o d e t e r m i n e f r e e l y i t s p o l i t i c a l 

s t a t u s a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l . There a g a i n , t h e r e l e v a n t G e n e r a l Comments 

o f the Human R i g h t s Committee were v e r y much t o the p o i n t . The Committee 

u n d e r l i n e d the o b l i g a t i o n s o f S t a t e s i n t a k i n g a c t i o n towards t h e r e a l i z a t i o n 

o f t h a t r i g h t , a n d , i n p a r t i c u l a r , the o b l i g a t i o n t o r e f r a i n from any 

i n t e r f e r e n c e i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s o f o t h e r S t a t e s . 
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19. The r i g h t o f p e o p l e s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was dynamic i n i t s e l f a n d , 

d e s p i t e what h i s t o r y might s u g g e s t , i t d i d not cease t o e x i s t once e x e r c i s e d . 

On the c o n t r a r y , i t remained a t the b a s i s o f the e x p r e s s i o n o f f r e e w i l l by a 

s o v e r e i g n p e o p l e w h i c h c o u l d , a t any moment, d e t e r m i n e i t s i n t e r n a l o r 

e x t e r n a l p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s o r t h e ways i n which i t w i s h e d t o pursue i t s 

e c o n o m i c , s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l d e v e l o p m e n t . The t e x t o f the e i g h t h p r i n c i p l e 

o f the H e l s i n k i F i n a l A c t was p a r t i c u l a r l y r e l e v a n t i n t h a t r e g a r d . 

20. The c o n c e p t o f t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n as b e l o n g i n g t o t h e p e o p l e 

as a whole governed the p r a c t i c e o f u n i t e d N a t i o n s b o d i e s and had been 

p r o c l a i m e d by eminent j u r i s t s . One o f the most i m p o r t a n t aims o f 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was the p r o t e c t i o n o f freedom and human d i g n i t y . T hat 

r i g h t belonged t o a p e o p l e viewed as a c o l l e c t i v e u n i t and not t o any p o r t i o n 

o f the p o p u l a t i o n ; u n d e m o c r a t i c s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was a c o n t r a d i c t i o n i n 

t e r m s . 

21. The r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n b e l onged t o a c o l l e c t i v e o f i n d i v i d u a l s ; 

the d e c i s i o n was t a k e n by the m a j o r i t y and, i n the l a s t a n a l y s i s , i t s s u b j e c t 

was the i n d i v i d u a l . Once a p e o p l e had f r e e l y d e t e r m i n e d i t s p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s 

and i t s system o f s o c i a l and economic development, i t had c r e a t e d t h e 

framework w i t h i n which i n d i v i d u a l human r i g h t s c o u l d be promoted i n a l l 

s p h e r e s . 

22. By i t s n a t u r e and c o n t e n t , the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , l i k e many 

o t h e r r i g h t s , c o u l d be d i s t o r t e d t o s e r v e v a r i o u s e n d s , such a s , f o r example, 

s e c e s s i o n i s t o r e x p a n s i o n i s t movements. The main i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t s 

d e a l i n g w i t h t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and r e g u l a t i n g i t s e x e r c i s e 

t h e r e f o r e s e t o u t t o g u a r a n t e e the t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y and p o l i t i c a l u n i t y 

o f independent s o v e r e i g n S t a t e s . They p r o c l a i m e d as i l l e g a l and i n c o m p a t i b l e 

w i t h t h e purposes and p r i n c i p l e s o f the C h a r t e r o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s and the 

r u l e s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l law any a c t i o n o r any atte m p t aimed a t u n d e r m i n i n g t h e 

t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y o f independent and s o v e r e i g n S t a t e s under t h e g u i s e o f 

an i l l - c o n c e i v e d r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . D i s c u s s i o n s h e l d i n t h e 

S i x t h Committee o f the G e n e r a l Assembly and o t h e r b o d i e s c o n f i r m e d t h a t 

a c c e p t a n c e o f t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y and p o l i t i c a l u n i t y o f 

S t a t e s c l e a r l y i m p l i e d the n o n - r e c o g n i t i o n o f any r i g h t t o s e c e d e , w h i c h 

moreover d i d not appear i n any i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t o r i n the p r a c t i c e 

f o l l o w e d by the U n i t e d N a t i o n s . To i n v o k e such a r i g h t i n o r d e r t o dismember 

a t e r r i t o r y o r t o d i s r u p t the p o l i t i c a l u n i t y o f a s o v e r e i g n S t a t e would be a 

c l e a r d i s t o r t i o n o f the meaning o f the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and would 

run c o n t r a r y t o the purposes and p r i n c i p l e s o f t h e C h a r t e r o f t h e 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s and t h e g e n e r a l r u l e s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w . As the l a t e 

и T h a n t , former S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l o f t h e .United N a t i o n s , had s t a t e d , t h e 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s d i d not a c c e p t the p r i n c i p l e o f s e c e s s i o n . 

23. N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e r e had been c a s e s where e t h n i c , r e l i g i o u s o r l i n g u i s t i c 

m i n o r i t i e s o r even r a c i a l groups not b e l o n g i n g t o the c o u n t r y b u t l i v i n g 

w i t h i n an independent and s o v e r e i g n S t a t e had i n v o k e d the r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n w i t h a view t o e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e i r own s e c e s s i o n i s t 

" S t a t e " . No one had e v e r d e n i e d t h a t i t would be a b s u r d t o g r a n t the r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o groups o r m i n o r i t i e s , which i n any cas e were p r o t e c t e d 

as such by v a r i o u s human r i g h t s i n s t r u m e n t s . I f t h a t were done, h a r d l y any 

modern S t a t e would be a b l e t o m a i n t a i n i t s u n i t y , and the n e g a t i v e 

consequences f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y would be s e r i o u s i n d e e d . I t 

was n o t a r a r e o c c u r r e n c e , however, f o r c e r t a i n S t a t e s t o commit, even i n the 
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contemporary w o r l d , a c t s o f a g g r e s s i o n under the p r e t e x t o f p r o t e c t i n g a 

m i n o r i t y o r a g r o u p . The t r u t h was t h a t t h o s e S t a t e s were t r y i n g , i n a manner 

t o t a l l y i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w , t o e x p l o i t t h e pr e s e n c e o f such 

m i n o r i t i e s f o r g e o p o l i t i c a l , g e o s t r a t e g i c o r o t h e r e x p a n s i o n i s t ends. 

24. The s u b j e c t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n had many h i g h l y i n t e r e s t i n g l e g a l and 

p o l i t i c a l a s p e c t s . I n a v o i d i n g any r e f e r e n c e t o s p e c i f i c c a s e s , he had a c t e d 

i n the hope t h a t o t h e r , more c o m p e t e n t , b o d i e s m i g h t d e a l w i t h them i n a more 

e f f i c i e n t way so as t o c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e i r p e a c e f u l and speedy s o l u t i o n . O nly 

by such s o l u t i o n s c o u l d human r i g h t s and fu n d a m e n t a l freedoms be g u a r a n t e e d t o 

p e o p l e s s t i l l d e n i e d t h e i r e n j o y m e n t . 

25. Ms. SUNDH (Sweden) s a i d t h a t t h e peace p r o c e s s i n Cambodia had r e c e n t l y 

g a t h e r e d momentum. The w i t h d r a w a l o f f o r e i g n t r o o p s was e x p e c t e d . The 

Cambodian p e o p l e had t h e n t o be g i v e n t he r i g h t t o d e c i d e i t s own f u t u r e i n 

f r e e and f a i r e l e c t i o n s . That presupposed t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f peace; y e t 

t h e r e was c o n c e r n i n many q u a r t e r s l e s t t he Khmer Rouge, the r u l e r o f Cambodia 

from 1975 t o 1978, m ight use a power vacuum t o r e - e s t a b l i s h i t s r e i g n o f 

t e r r o r . A p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n t o t h e Cambodian p r o b l e m h a d , t h e r e f o r e , t o 

i n c l u d e g u a r a n t e e s and mechanisms t o p r e v e n t t h e P o l Pot group from t a k i n g 

power by f o r c e as the Vietnamese t r o o p s w i t h d r e w . The b e s t g u a r a n t e e would 

c o n s i s t i n t h e peace p r o c e s s i n Cambodia b e i n g m o n i t o r e d by U n i t e d N a t i o n s 

p e a c e k e e p i n g f o r c e s . 

26. Mr. FONDER ( B e l g i u m ) , h a v i n g n o t e d the c o n s i d e r a b l e i m p o r t a n c e a t t a c h e d 

t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n t h e U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s and i n t h e 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human R i g h t s , r e c a l l e d t h a t a r t i c l e 1 o f each o f 

the Covenants a t t a c h e d c o n s i d e r a b l y g r e a t e r s i g n i f i c a n c e t o t h a t r i g h t t h a n 

mere freedom from a c o l o n i a l régime o r f o r e i g n d o m i n a t i o n . The r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n had t o be e x e r c i s e d i n a dynamic and r e g u l a r manner, 

i n v o l v i n g f r e e e l e c t i o n s f o r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a d e m o c r a t i c system t o a l l o w 

i n d i v i d u a l s t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n the p o l i t i c a l l i f e o f t h e i r c o u n t r y . A r t i c l e 21 

o f the D e c l a r a t i o n and a r t i c l e 25 o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and 

P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s s e t o u t t h e r i g h t o f everyone t o t a k e p a r t i n the Government 

o f h i s c o u n t r y , e i t h e r d i r e c t l y or t h r o u g h f r e e l y chosen r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . I n 

t h a t c o n n e c t i o n , he e x p r e s s e d h i s d e l e g a t i o n ' s s a t i s f a c t i o n a t the a d o p t i o n by 

the G e n e r a l Assembly o f a r e s o l u t i o n on p e r i o d i c and ge n u i n e e l e c t i o n s . 

27. P a s s i n g i n r e v i e w t he most b l a t a n t v i o l a t i o n s o f the r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n the w o r l d , he o b s e r v e d , f i r s t o f a l l , t h a t t he m a j o r i t y 

o f t he p o p u l a t i o n o f South A f r i c a was d e p r i v e d o f i t s most b a s i c r i g h t s ; 

p r i o r t o s p e a k i n g on t h a t t o p i c under o t h e r agenda i t e m s , he e x p r e s s e d the 

keen d e s i r e o f h i s Government f o r a r a p i d and p e a c e f u l t r a n s i t i o n towards the 

t o t a l e l i m i n a t i o n o f a p a r t h e i d . B e l g i u m had been one o f the m a j o r i t y o f 

c o u n t r i e s t h a t had adopted G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 2145 (XXI) t e r m i n a t i n g 

t h e mandate e x e r c i s e d by South A f r i c a o v er South-West A f r i c a , s u b s e q u e n t l y 

known as N a m i b i a , and p l a c i n g i t under t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f the 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s . S i n c e i t s e l e c t i o n t o the U n i t e d N a t i o n s C o u n c i l f o r N a m i b i a , 

B e l g i u m had p l a y e d an a c t i v e r o l e i n the e f f o r t s o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

community t o g a i n independence f o r the T e r r i t o r y . I t had r e g u l a r l y d e c l a r e d 

i t s s u p p o r t f o r S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 435 (1978) and f o r the p l a n f o r a 

p e a c e f u l s e t t l e m e n t c o n t a i n e d t h e r e i n . He e x p r e s s e d h i s d e l e g a t i o n ' s 

s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h t h e B i p a r t i t e and T r i p a r t i t e Agreements s i g n e d i n New York 

on 22 December 1988, and i t s hope t h a t i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f r e s o l u t i o n 435 (1978) 

would be a b l e t o b e g i n , a s p l a n n e d , on 1 A p r i l 1989. 
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28. I n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e t e r r i t o r i e s o c c u p i e d by I s r a e l s i n c e 1967, about 

which h i s d e l e g a t i o n had a l r e a d y s p o k e n , he emphasized t h a t , i n the l i g h t o f 

r e c e n t d e v e l o p m e n t s , t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f r e a c h i n g a p e a c e f u l s e t t l e m e n t t h r o u g h 

an i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e convened under the a u s p i c e s o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s 

had never been so r e a l . A l l t h e p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d s h o u l d u n e q u i v o c a l l y a c c e p t 

t h e r i g h t o f e x i s t e n c e and t o s e c u r i t y o f a l l S t a t e s i n t h e r e g i o n , i n c l u d i n g 

I s r a e l , as w e l l as t h e r i g h t o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n ' a t i o n , 

w i t h a l l t h a t i t i m p l i e d . 

29. H i s d e l e g a t i o n welcomed t h e s a t i s f a c t o r y outcome o f the n e g o t i a t i o n s over 

A f g h a n i s t a n , where over 1 m i l l i o n p e o p l e had a l r e a d y d i e d and from w h i c h 

a l m o s t one t h i r d o f the p o p u l a t i o n had f l e d . The Geneva Agreements o f 

A p r i l 1988 had p r o v i d e d f o r the w i t h d r a w a l o f t h e S o v i e t t r o o p s by 

15 F e b r u a r y . I t was f u l l y e x p e c t e d t h a t the S o v i e t U n i o n would comply w i t h 

the p l a n n e d t i m e t a b l e and t e r m i n a t e an i l l e g a l o c c u p a t i o n . However, the mere 

d e p a r t u r e o f the f o r e i g n o c c u p i e r was in a d e q u a t e t o ensure the p r o c e s s o f 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n : i t was a l s o v i t a l t h a t r e f u g e e s be a l l o w e d t o r e t u r n 

u n h i n d e r e d t o an independent and n o n - a l i g n e d A f g h a n i s t a n . 

30. V i e t Nam's o c c u p a t i o n o f Kampuchea v i o l a t e d t h a t c o u n t r y ' s i n d e p e n d e n c e , 

s o v e r e i g n t y and t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y . S i n c e the p r e v i o u s s e s s i o n o f the 

Commission, g r e a t e f f o r t s had been made, i n p a r t i c u l a r w i t h i n the framework o f 

ASEAN, t o i n i t i a t e a d i a l o g u e between the p a r t i e s d i r e c t l y c o n c e r n e d . O n l y 

g e n e r a l and f r e e e l e c t i o n s under i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l were c a p a b l e o f 

s a t i s f y i n g the a s p i r a t i o n s o f the Kampuchean p e o p l e t o independence and 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . For i t s p a r t , B e l g i u m s u p p o r t e d t he p r i n c i p l e s s e t o u t i n 

the D e c l a r a t i o n adopted by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e on Kampuchea and h a d , 

s i n c e 1982, been a member o f t h e Ad hoc Committee o f t h a t C o n f e r e n c e , whose 

t a s k was t o a s s i s t i t i n the s e a r c h f o r a g l o b a l p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n , i n 

k e e p i n g w i t h the fundamental p r i n c i p l e s o f t h e C h a r t e r and t a k i n g i n t o a c c o u n t 

t h e i n t e r e s t s o f a l l the c o u n t r i e s c o n c e r n e d . 

31. Mr. STANEVSKI (Union o f S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c s ) r e c a l l e d t h a t , a t t h e 

most r e c e n t s e s s i o n o f the G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y , Mr. Gorbachev had u n d e r s c o r e d the 

e x t r e m e l y s e r i o u s consequences o f f a i l u r e t o r e c o g n i z e t h e r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ; he had a l s o s t a t e d t h a t t he whole human r i g h t s s t r u c t u r e 

b u i l t by the U n i t e d N a t i o n s o v e r more th a n 40 y e a r s r e s t e d on t h a t r i g h t . 

32. The r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n l a y i n d i r e c t l y a t the r o o t o f many 

c u r r e n t r e g i o n a l c o n f l i c t s , s e v e r a l o f which were f o r t u n a t e l y moving towards a 

s e t t l e m e n t : i n A f g h a n i s t a n , i n N a m i b i a , i n S o u t h - E a s t A s i a , i n the 

Western S a h a r a , e t c . H i s d e l e g a t i o n welcomed the p r o g r e s s made by t h e 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s i n r e s p e c t o f tho s e c o n f l i c t s and s t a t e d i t s u n f a i l i n g s u p p o r t 

f o r the a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e O r g a n i z a t i o n . 

33. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e r e had been l i t t l e change i n the M i d d l e E a s t ; i t c o u l d 

even be s t a t e d t h a t t h e r e g i o n had been l e f t b e h i n d by the o v e r a l l p r o c e s s o f 

d é t e n t e . I s r a e l c o n t i n u e d t o occupy the West Bank, the Gaza S t r i p and 

s o u t h e r n Lebanon, and was b r u t a l l y s u p p r e s s i n g t he r i s i n g o f the P a l e s t i n i a n 

p e o p l e . I t was t o be hoped t h a t the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l would adopt as a m a t t e r 

o f urgency measures c o n d u c i v e t o a f a i r s e t t l e m e n t i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t , i n the 

s p i r i t o f the r e p o r t s u b m i t t e d by the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l on 30 September 1988. 

He a l s o r e c a l l e d a l e t t e r from t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , d a t e d 

21 September 1988, which had u n d e r s c o r e d t he d e s i r a b i l i t y o f c o n v e n i n g a 
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c o n f e r e n c e on t h e M i d d l e E a s t . H i s d e l e g a t i o n was i n f a v o u r o f such a 

c o n f e r e n c e , w h i c h would i n v o l v e the p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d and the f i v e permanent 

members o f t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l . 

34. A T r i p a r t i t e Agreement on Namibia had been p o s s i b l e , i n p a r t i c u l a r t h a n k s 

t o the c o n s t r u c t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f A n g o l a and a l s o o f Cuba, w h i c h had 

h e r o i c a l l y s u p p o r t e d A n g o l a f o r many y e a r s . The u n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a had 

been chosen as the i n t e r m e d i a r y f o r the peace p r o c e s s ; f o r i t s p a r t , t h e 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s had made a major c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the r e s u l t s a c h i e v e d . As f o r 

th e USSR, i t had g i v e n i t s s u p p o r t t o a l l the n e g o t i a t i o n s ; i t was s a t i s f i e d 

t h a t a new S t a t e was about t o emerge and hoped t h a t t he Agreements c o n c l u d e d 

would be r i g o r o u s l y c o m p l i e d w i t h . 

35. However, a s t o n e ' s throw from N a m i b i a , the South A f r i c a n regime's p o l i c y 

o f a p a r t h e i d remained i n p l a c e and t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h a t c o u n t r y ' s p o p u l a t i o n 

was u n able t o e x e r c i s e i t s r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

36. I n Kampuchea t o o , a p e a c e f u l s e t t l e m e n t a l l o w i n g t h e Kampucheans 

t h e m s e l v e s t o d e c i d e as t o t h e i r f u t u r e was r e q u i r e d . I n p a r t i c u l a r , h i s 

Government i n s i s t e d t h a t the w i t h d r a w a l o f t h e Vietnamese t r o o p s s h o u l d n o t 

mark the r e t u r n o f the p o l i c y o f g e n o c i d e p r a c t i s e d by P o l P o t . I t a l s o 

r e q u e s t e d an end t o a l l f o r e i g n i n t e r v e n t i o n . 

37. I n the c o u r s e o f the Commission's d e b a t e s , t h e i s s u e o f the USSR's B a l t i c 

R e p u b l i c s had a l s o been r a i s e d . He s t r e s s e d t h a t , i n the framework o f t h e 

c u r r e n t r e s t r u c t u r i n g , t h e l i n k s between t h e R e p u b l i c s and the U n i o n were seen 

i n a d i f f e r e n t l i g h t . The p e o p l e s o f t h e B a l t i c R e p u b l i c s were c u r r e n t l y 

p l a y i n g an a c t i v e p a r t i n p r e p a r a t i o n o f a new c o n s t i t u t i o n which would d e f i n e 

more e f f e c t i v e l y the s o v e r e i g n t y o f t h e R e p u b l i c s w i t h i n t h e USSR, and s p e c i f y 

t h e i r p r e r o g a t i v e s and t h o s e o f the U n i o n . R e s t r u c t u r i n g a l s o promoted a 

r e v i v a l o f n a t i o n a l v a l u e s w i t h i n the framework o f the USSR. H i s t o r i c 

monuments were b e i n g r e s t o r e d , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the B a l t i c R e p u b l i c s and the 

E s t o n i a n , L i t h u a n i a n and L a t v i a n languages were o f f i c i a l l a n g u a g e s . 

N o r m a l i z a t i o n o f C h u r c h - S t a t e r e l a t i o n s was a l s o t a k i n g p l a c e i n t h o s e 

R e p u b l i c s . A f t e r a break o f many y e a r s , L i t h u a n i a was due t o commemorate on 

16 F e b r u a r y i t s r e b i r t h as an e n t i t y . S i m i l a r c e l e b r a t i o n s were t o be h e l d i n 

L a t v i a and i n E s t o n i a . He added, however, t h a t the s u c c e s s o f r e s t r u c t u r i n g 

as f a r as the USSR's R e p u b l i c s were co n c e r n e d a l s o depended upon the 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l e n v i r o n m e n t and the p r o g r e s s made by c o - o p e r a t i o n and p e a c e . 

38. He c o n c l u d e d by e x p r e s s i n g the hope t h a t t he U n i t e d N a t i o n s would f u r t h e r 

s t r e n g t h e n i t s a c t i v i t i e s i n f a v o u r o f the e x e r c i s e o f t h e r i g h t o f 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , and t h a t t he d e c i s i o n s t a k e n by the Commission a t i t s 

c u r r e n t s e s s i o n would c o n t r i b u t e towards a c h i e v i n g t h a t o b j e c t i v e . 

39. Mr. HARUN-UR-RASHID (Bangladesh) s a i d t h a t t he p h i l o s o p h i c a l e d i f i c e o f 

the p r i n c i p l e s o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was founded on the d i g n i t y and w o r t h o f 

t h e human i n d i v i d u a l , w h i l e i t s l e g a l e d i f i c e was founded on the C h a r t e r o f 

the U n i t e d N a t i o n s . R e c o g n i t i o n o f t h a t r i g h t had a l l o w e d the v a s t m a j o r i t y 

o f c o u n t r i e s i n A s i a , A f r i c a and L a t i n A m e r i c a t o a c h i e v e independence and 

h e n c e f o r t h p l a y t h e i r r i g h t f u l r o l e i n the community o f f r e e and inde p e n d e n t 

n a t i o n s . 

40. I t was a m a t t e r o f g r e a t a n g u i s h t h a t the u n i v e r s a l l y a c c e p t e d r i g h t o f 

p e o p l e s t o d e t e r m i n e f r e e l y t h e i r p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s and t o pursue t h e i r 
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e c onomic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l development was s t i l l b e i n g d e n i e d t o m i l l i o n s 

of p e o p l e i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f the g l o b e . I t was o n l y n a t u r a l , t h e r e f o r e , 

t h a t the i s s u e had remained under c o n s t a n t r e v i e w by the U n i t e d N a t i o n s 

G e n e r a l Assembly and the Commission on Human R i g h t s , a l l the more so s i n c e 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s had e n t e r e d a new phase marked by d i a l o g u e and by a 

g r e a t e r t o l e r a n c e f o r d i v e r s i t y i n p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m s . The a t m o s p h è r e o f 

d é t e n t e between the g r e a t Powers had g e n e r a t e d momentum f o r t h e n e g o t i a t e d 

s e t t l e m e n t o f r e g i o n a l c o n f l i c t s i n v a r i o u s p a r t s o f the w o r l d . The 

w i t h d r a w a l o f f o r e i g n t r o o p s from t e r r i t o r i e s i n A s i a , A f r i c a and the 

M i d d l e E a s t had thus opened the way f o r them t o e x e r c i s e t h e r i g h t o f 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

4 1 . I n P a l e s t i n e , m i l l i o n s o f men, women and c h i l d r e n were s t i l l l a n g u i s h i n g 

under f o r e i g n o c c u p a t i o n and had, f o r over f o u r d e c a d e s , remained u p r o o t e d 

from t h e i r homeland l e a d i n g a s q u a l i d e x i s t e n c e i n camps and b r a v i n g 

s u f f e r i n g , t o r t u r e and o p p r e s s i o n . The s t r u g g l e o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e t o 

e s t a b l i s h a homeland had been u n i v e r s a l l y r e c o g n i z e d as a l e g i t i m a t e c a u s e , 

and the i n t i f a d a h had evoked u n i v e r s a l sympathy and a d m i r a t i o n . B a n g l a d e s h , 

w h i c h s a l u t e d the s p i r i t o f freedom and s e l f - d i g n i t y o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e 

as m a n i f e s t e d i n the i n t i f a d a h , had been one o f the f i r s t c o u n t r i e s t o 

r e c o g n i z e the independent S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e , whose o f f i c e i n B a n g l a d e s h had 

been upgraded t o the s t a t u s o f a f u l l y - f l e d g e d embassy. The i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t 

o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e was a t the c o r e o f the c o n f l i c t i n the M i d d l e E a s t 

and no j u s t and l a s t i n g peace i n the r e g i o n c o u l d be a c h i e v e d w i t h o u t the 

t o t a l and u n c o n d i t i o n a l w i t h d r a w a l o f I s r a e l from a l l o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n and 

Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l e m , and w i t h o u t the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a 

s o v e r e i g n S t a t e i n P a l e s t i n e , w i t h J e r u s a l e m as i t s c a p i t a l . H i s d e l e g a t i o n 

welcomed the i d e a o f an i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e on t h e M i d d l e E a s t , under t h e 

a u s p i c e s o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s , i n which the P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n 

O r g a n i z a t i o n , the s o l e l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , 

must p a r t i c i p a t e . 

42. The s i g n i n g o f a T r i p a r t i t e Agreement by A n g o l a , South A f r i c a and Cuba 

had i n c r e a s e d the p r o s p e c t s o f independence f o r N a m i b i a , p r o v i d e d a l l the 

p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d , and p a r t i c u l a r l y the permanent members o f the 

S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , p e r s i s t e d i n t h e i r e f f o r t s . I t was t o be hoped t h a t the 

S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l would soon come up w i t h a d e c i s i o n on the s t a t i o n i n g o f a 

p e a c e k e e p i n g f o r c e t o s u p e r v i s e the t r a n s i t i o n o f the t e r r i t o r y t o 

i n d e pendence. H i s Government had always been w i l l i n g t o p a r t i c i p a t e d i r e c t l y 

i n the work o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s T r a n s i t i o n A s s i s t a n c e Group i n N a m i b i a . 

43. B a n g l a d e s h was d e e p l y committed t o the p r i n c i p l e s o f the s o v e r e i g n 

e q u a l i t y o f S t a t e s , r e s p e c t f o r t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y , the non-use o f f o r c e , 

n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s o f o t h e r S t a t e s , the r i g h t o f e v e r y 

n a t i o n t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and the p e a c e f u l s e t t l e m e n t o f d i s p u t e s . H i s 

d e l e g a t i o n had a l w a y s c a l l e d f o r t h e w i t h d r a w a l o f a l l f o r e i g n t r o o p s from 

D e m o c r a t i c Kampuchea and A f g h a n i s t a n , and was happy t o note the p r o g r e s s 

a c h i e v e d i n r e s p e c t o f the l a t t e r c o u n t r y . I t l o o k e d f o r w a r d t o the time when 

A f g h a n i s t a n would a g a i n become a n o n - a l i g n e d c o u n t r y , under a Government 

f r e e l y chosen by i t s p e o p l e , where r e f u g e e s would be a b l e t o r e t u r n w i t h o u t 

f e a r . 

44. H i s d e l e g a t i o n s i n c e r e l y hoped t h a t the p r o m i s i n g developments which had 

t a k e n p l a c e i n the s i t u a t i o n i n D e m o c r a t i c Kampuchea would l e a d t o the t o t a l 

w i t h d r a w a l o f a l l f o r e i g n t r o o p s , t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f peace and t h e 
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e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a Government f r e e l y chosen by the Kampuchean p e o p l e , and t o 

an e a r l y r e t u r n o f a l l the r e f u g e e s t o t h e i r homeland. 

45. The Commission s h o u l d not be l u l l e d i n t o a f e e l i n g o f s e l f - c o m p l a c e n c y by 

t h e p o s i t i v e developments which had t a k e n p l a c e , however r e a l t h e y might be. 

W h i l e e n c o u r a g i n g the s p i r i t o f peace and n e g o t i a t e d s e t t l e m e n t w h i c h was 

b e g i n n i n g t o p r e v a i l , i t s h o u l d remain v i g i l a n t and keep under c o n s t a n t r e v i e w 

the b a s i c o b j e c t i v e s o f the r i g h t o f p e o p l e s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and i t s 

a p p l i c a t i o n t o p e o p l e s under c o l o n i a l or a l i e n d o m i n a t i o n or f o r e i g n 

o c c u p a t i o n . S e c u r i t y was i n d i v i s i b l e ; m i l i t a r y s o l u t i o n s were o f s h o r t - l i v e d 

v i a b i l i t y , and p r o s p e r i t y c o u l d not be a c h i e v e d a t the expense o f o t h e r s . 

46. Mr. KERKINOS (Observer f o r Greece) s a i d t h a t h i s Government was c o n c e r n e d 

t h a t the p e o p l e s o f the o c c u p i e d Arab t e r r i t o r i e s o f P a l e s t i n e , o f 

A f g h a n i s t a n , o f Kampuchea, o f the Western Sahara and o f s o u t h e r n A f r i c a were 

s t i l l b e i n g d e n i e d the r i g h t t o e x p r e s s t h e m s e l v e s r e g a r d i n g t h e i r own d e s t i n y 

and t h a t the use o f m e r c e n a r i e s s t i l l c o n t i n u e d . 

47. For decades the p e o p l e s o f the M i d d l e E a s t had e x p e r i e n c e d war, m i s t r u s t 

and f e a r , w h i c h were so many o b s t a c l e s t o a l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n t o t h e i r problems 

and t o the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f peace and j u s t i c e i n the r e g i o n . For more than 

20 y e a r s , I s r a e l i m i l i t a r y f o r c e s had c o n t i n u e d t o occupy t h e Arab 

t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g P a l e s t i n e and t o attempt t o change t h e i r s t a t u s , t o 

a b s o r b the West Bank and Gaza and t o annex J e r u s a l e m and the G o l a n H e i g h t s , 

c o n t r a r y t o t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y r e c o g n i z e d p r i n c i p l e o f the i n a d m i s s i b i l i t y o f 

a c q u i r i n g t e r r i t o r y by the use o f f o r c e . The p o l i c y o f c r e a t i n g and e x p a n d i n g 

s e t t l e m e n t s i n t h o s e a r e a s , the d e p o r t a t i o n and d i s p l a c e m e n t o f the Arab 

i n h a b i t a n t s , the d e m o l i t i o n o f h o u s e s , the c l o s u r e o f u n i v e r s i t i e s , the 

c u r f e w s and the a r r e s t s were a l l u n a c c e p t a b l e v i o l a t i o n s o f law and o f 

m o r a l i t y . The b r u t a l s u p p r e s s i o n o f t h e i n t i f a d a h o v e r the p a s t y e a r had 

r e s u l t e d i n the death and i n j u r y o f thousands of c i v i l i a n s . Such a c t s were 

u n a c c e p t a b l e t o those who b e l i e v e d i n r e s p e c t f o r the i n d i v i d u a l and f o r h i s 

r i g h t t o freedom, s e c u r i t y and d i g n i t y . 

48. P a l e s t i n i a n s had a r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n w i t h a l l t h a t t h a t 

i m p l i e d . The s t a t u s quo i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s was not t e n a b l e and a 

j u s t s o l u t i o n had t o be f o u n d , p e r m i t t i n g t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e t o d e c i d e as 

t o t h e i r own d e s t i n y and t o e s t a b l i s h t h e i r own independent S t a t e . 

S i m u l t a n e o u s l y , the r i g h t t o l i v e i n peace and s e c u r i t y w i t h i n r e c o g n i z e d and 

g u a r a n t e e d b o r d e r s s h o u l d be a s s u r e d t o a l l the S t a t e s o f the r e g i o n , 

i n c l u d i n g I s r a e l . The s o l u t i o n t o the P a l e s t i n i a n p r o b l e m r e q u i r e d t h e 

w i t h d r a w a l o f a l l I s r a e l i f o r c e s from a l l o c c u p i e d Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , and 

s h o u l d be based on the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y a c c e p t e d p r i n c i p l e s o f n o n - r e c o u r s e t o 

t h e use o f f o r c e and the i n a d m i s s i b i l i t y o f the a c q u i s i t i o n o f t e r r i t o r y by 

f o r c e . That i m p l i e d a n e g o t i a t e d s e t t l e m e n t among t h e p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d , 

i n c l u d i n g the P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n . Together w i t h i t s p a r t n e r s 

i n the European Community, Greece s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t e d the e a r l y c o n v e n i n g o f an 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e on the i s s u e . 

4 9. H i s Government had welcomed the s i g n i n g o f the Geneva Agreements on 

A f g h a n i s t a n . The w i t h d r a w a l o f the S o v i e t t r o o p s , the unimpeded r e t u r n o f the 

r e f u g e e s t o t h e i r homes and the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a t r u l y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Government t h r o u g h a genuine a c t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n would s e c u r e f o r the 

people o f t h a t c o u n t r y t h e i r r i g h t t o freedom, democracy and j u s t i c e . 
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50. I t was n e c e s s a r y t o put an end t o the m i l i t a r y o c c u p a t i o n o f Kampuchea 

w h i c h c o n s t i t u t e d a f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n o f f u n damental p r i n c i p l e s . E n c o u r a g i n g 

s t e p s had been t a k e n towards a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n t h a t c o u l d l e a d t o an 

i n d e p e n d e n t , d e m o c r a t i c , n e u t r a l and n o n - a l i g n e d Kampuchea. The Vietnamese 

t r o o p s s h o u l d w i t h d r a w from Kampuchea and the Khmer p e o p l e s h o u l d be a l l o w e d 

f r e e l y t o d e c i d e t h e i r own f u t u r e . 

5 1 . The p o s i t i v e r e a c t i o n by the p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d t o the peace p l a n on the 

Western S a h a r a , w h i c h p r o v i d e d f o r the h o l d i n g o f a referendum on 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n under t h e a u s p i c e s o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s had a l s o improved 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n the Maghreb. H i s Government hoped t h a t a l l t h e p a r t i e s would 

c o n t i n u e t o c o - o p e r a t e f o r t h e e s t a b l i s m e n t o f a j u s t and l a s t i n g peace i n the 

r e g i o n . 

52. I n s o u t h e r n A f r i c a , e n c o u r a g i n g p r o g r e s s had been a c h i e v e d w i t h t h e 

drawing up o f a t i m e t a b l e a c c e p t a b l e t o a l l p a r t i e s f o r the w i t h d r a w a l o f 

f o r e i g n t r o o p s . A l t h o u g h a p a r t h e i d was s t i l l t o t a l l y u n a c c e p t a b l e , t h e r e was 

hope t h a t the n e i g h b o u r i n g p e o p l e o f Namibia would soon e x e r c i s e t h e i r r i g h t 

t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

53. As f o r t h e r e p o r t o f the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r on t h e q u e s t i o n o f 

m e r c e n a r i e s (E/CN.4/1989/14), h i s d e l e g a t i o n s h a r e d t h e S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r ' s 

c o n v i c t i o n t h a t t h e use o f m e r c e n a r i e s i n v o l v e d g r o s s v i o l a t i o n s o f human 

r i g h t s and o f t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . H i s d e l e g a t i o n f u l l y s u p p o r t e d 

t h e S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r ' s recommendations, p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e c o n c e r n i n g 

f u r t h e r e f f o r t s t o a c h i e v e an i n t e r n a t i o n a l consensus on the i s s u e . 

54. Mr. VARGAS (Observer f o r N i c a r a g u a ) s a i d t h a t t h e r i g h t o f p e o p l e s t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n as an e s s e n t i a l f o u n d a t i o n f o r the r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s 

had been embodied by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community i n t o s e v e r a l i n s t r u m e n t s , and 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t o a r t i c l e 1, common t o both o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on 

Human R i g h t s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , Governments d i d not r e s p e c t a l l t h o s e p r o v i s i o n s , 

and some Governments a r r o g a t e d t o t h e m s e l v e s t h e r i g h t t o d e s c r i b e o t h e r 

Governments as l a w f u l o r u n l a w f u l a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r own p o l i t i c a l and 

economic i n t e r e s t s . They t h u s p r o v i d e d t h e m s e l v e s w i t h p r e t e x t s f o r e x e r t i n g 

p r e s s u r e on o t h e r n a t i o n s i n v i o l a t i o n o f t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , 

and o c c a s i o n a l l y f o r the purpose o f o v e r t h r o w i n g Governments by the use o f 

m e r c e n a r i e s , as was c u r r e n t l y n o t i c e a b l e i n v a r i o u s p a r t s o f the g l o b e . A t 

the c l o s e o f the t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y , v e s t i g e s o f c o l o n i a l i s m , n e o - c o l o n i a l i s m 

and a p a r t h e i d s t i l l r e m a i n e d . 

55. I t was none t h e l e s s e n c o u r a g i n g t o o b s e r v e t h a t s o l u t i o n s were b e i n g 

f o u n d , w i t h the a s s i s t a n c e o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , t o l o n g - s t a n d i n g c o n f l i c t s 

(the I r a n - I r a q c o n f l i c t , A f g h a n i s t a n , Kampuchea, the Western S a h a r a ) , and t h a t 

Namibia was s h o r t l y t o become i n d e p e n d e n t . 

56. I n N i c a r a g u a on 19 J u l y 1979, the p e o p l e had b r o k e n w i t h a p a s t o f 

s a t e l l i t e Governments by e x e r c i s i n g i t s r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , c a s t i n g 

o f f o p p r e s s i o n and a d o p t i n g the p r i n c i p l e s o f p a r t i c i p a t i v e democracy, a mixed 

economy, p o l i t i c a l p l u r a l i s m and a n o n - a l i g n e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o s i t i o n . 

However, as a r e s u l t o f h a v i n g e x e r c i s e d i t s l a w f u l r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , the N i c a r a g u a n p e o p l e was s u f f e r i n g the a g g r e s s i o n o f 

f o r c e s f i n a n c e d , r e c r u i t e d and armed by a f o r e i g n power t h a t d e s i r e d t o 

r e s t o r e a puppet Government. That war o f a g g r e s s i o n had l e d t o thousands o f 

d e ad, wounded and m u t i l a t e d , and had caused heavy m a t e r i a l damage. The war 
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from w h i c h N i c a r a g u a had been s u f f e r i n g f o r e i g h t y e a r s had been condemned by 

a judgement o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o u r t o f J u s t i c e on 27 June 1986. 

57. In h i s r e p o r t on the q u e s t i o n o f the use o f m e r c e n a r i e s (E/CN.4/1989/14), 

th e S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r , Mr. B e r n a l e s B a l l e s t e r o s , r e f e r r e d t o t e s t i m o n i e s o f 

mercenary a c t i v i t i e s i n N i c a r a g u a and t o the p o s i t i o n o f t h e N i c a r a g u a n 

Government which r e g a r d e d the c o n t r a s as a mercenary f o r c e , r e c r u i t e d , 

f i n a n c e d and m a i n t a i n e d from abroad f o r a g g r e s s i o n a g a i n s t N i c a r a g u a 

( p a r a . 1 5 1 ) . F u r t h e r m o r e , the judgement o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o u r t o f J u s t i c e 

c o n t a i n e d c o n c l u s i o n s condemning the i n t e r v e n t i o n w h i c h were f a v o u r a b l e 

towards N i c a r a g u a . The S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r n o t e d t h a t the t e r r i t o r y o f 

N i c a r a g u a had been the scene o f a c t s o f v i o l e n c e and o f mass d e s t r u c t i o n o f 

i t s i n s t a l l a t i o n s . The p e o p l e o f N i c a r a g u a had a l s o been a f f e c t e d i n t h e i r 

b a s i c r i g h t s t o l i f e , p h y s i c a l i n t e g r i t y , freedom and s e c u r i t y , i n v i o l a t i o n 

o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l h u m a n i t a r i a n l a w . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r , over 

a p e r i o d o f e i g h t y e a r s t h e r e had been more t h a n 50,000 dead and wounded, more 

t h a n 3,000 d i s a b l e d as a r e s u l t o f the war, more than 5,000 p e o p l e who had 

d i s a p p e a r e d or been abducted and more t h a n 14,000 o r p h a n s , w h i l e thousands had 

been c o m p e l l e d t o f l e e the b a t t l e f i e l d s t o save t h e i r l i v e s . He had added 

t h a t the r u i n o f a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d and the sabotage and d e s t r u c t i o n o f p o r t s , 

roads and i n d u s t r i a l i n s t a l l a t i o n s r e p r e s e n t e d a g r e a t burden f o r t h e economy 

of a d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r y l i k e N i c a r a g u a . 

58. The S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r was a l s o o f the o p i n i o n ( p a r a . 164) t h a t t h e r e was 

p r o o f o f the p r esence i n N i c a r a g u a o f f o r e i g n e r s a n s w e r i n g t o the d e s c r i p t i o n 

o f mercenary agents w i t h i n the terms o f A d d i t i o n a l P r o t o c o l I t o the Geneva 

C o n v e n t i o n s . Such p e r s o n s were r e c r u i t e d t o f i g h t i n an armed c o n f l i c t , 

r e c e i v e d m a t e r i a l c o m p e n s a t i o n f o r i t , were not N i c a r a g u a n n a t i o n a l s and were 

not on o f f i c i a l d u t y as members o f the armed f o r c e s o f a n o t h e r S t a t e , s i n c e 

t h e r e was no S t a t e t h a t a d m i t t e d t o b e i n g a p a r t y t o t h e armed c o n f l i c t i n 

N i c a r a g u a . In s h o r t , they d i d not t a k e p a r t f o r t h e i r own e n d s , but on b e h a l f 

o f those who r e c r u i t e d them t o t r y t o o v e r t h r o w t h e N i c a r a g u a n Government 

( l o c . c i t . ) . 

59. H i s Government had done i t s utmost t o promote the E s q u i p u l a s I I Agreement, 

s i g n e d on 7 August 1988 i n Guatemala by the f i v e C e n t r a l A m e rican P r e s i d e n t s : 

i t had extended the amnesty i n f o r c e s i n c e 1983, p u t an end t o the n a t i o n a l 

s t a t e o f emergency, d i s s o l v e d the Anti-Somoza P e o p l e ' s C o u r t s and begun a 

d i a l o g u e w i t h the d o m e s t i c o p p o s i t i o n and w i t h t h e c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

f o r c e s t o b r i n g about a c e a s e - f i r e , which had l a s t e d f o u r months. The 

Government c o n t i n u e d t o o b s e r v e the t r u c e , and the army a c t e d i n a d e f e n s i v e 

c a p a c i t y o n l y , a l t h o u g h t h e c o n t r a s c o n t i n u e d t h e i r m i l i t a r y a c t i o n , 

p r i n c i p a l l y i n the n o r t h o f the c o u n t r y . The next p r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n s 

would t a k e p l a c e , as p l a n n e d , i n November 1990, t o g e t h e r w i t h m u n i c i p a l 

e l e c t i o n s and the e l e c t i o n o f the a u t h o r i t i e s o f the autonomous a r e a s on the 

A t l a n t i c c o a s t . As a p a r t o f the E s q u i p u l a s I I Agreement, t h e r e was t o be a 

s e r i e s o f m e e t i n g s between m i n i s t e r s f o r f o r e i g n a f f a i r s as w e l l as a summit 

meeting o f t h e f i v e C e n t r a l American l e a d e r s , i n the c o u r s e o f w h i c h N i c a r a g u a 

would put f o r w a r d p r o p o s a l s c o n c e r n i n g t h e c o u n t r i e s o f t h e r e g i o n . 

60. The change o f P r e s i d e n t i n t h e u n i t e d S t a t e s was a f a v o u r a b l e development 

f o r N i c a r a g u a . I n c o n t r a s t w i t h h i s p r e d e c e s s o r , Mr. B a k e r , the new S e c r e t a r y 

o f S t a t e , had s t a t e d h i s v i e w t h a t E s q u i p u l a s I I was a s a t i s f a c t o r y p l a n and 

had o b s e r v e d the need f o r a p p r o p r i a t e m o n i t o r i n g machinery i n c l o s e 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s . H i s v i e w s c o i n c i d e d w i t h the 
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N i c a r a g u a n p o s i t i o n and w i t h t h e v i e w p o i n t o f the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r , who 

s t a t e d , i n the l a s t o f h i s recommendations (E/CN.4/1989/14, p a r a . 198) t h a t 

t h e Commission s h o u l d s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t t h a t p o l i c y o f p e a c e f u l s e t t l e m e n t 

o u t l i n e d i n t h e Agreement, and any o t h e r t h a t t h e C e n t r a l A m e r i c a n P r e s i d e n t s 

m i ght a l s o a d o p t , on t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t d i a l o g u e , t h e e x i s t e n c e o f 

machinery f o r v e r i f i c a t i o n and m o n i t o r i n g by t h i r d c o u n t r i e s , disarmament and 

measures o f i n t e r n a l r e c o n c i l i a t i o n would h e l p t o b r i n g h o s t i l i t i e s t o an e n d , 

a v o i d o u t s i d e i n t e r f e r e n c e and encourage a l a s t i n g peace based on m u t u a l 

r e s p e c t , c o - o p e r a t i o n and r e a l i z a t i o n o f the s o v e r e i g n t y o f the p e o p l e s o f 

L a t i n A m e r i c a . 

61. L a s t l y , he s t a t e d t h a t h i s Government s u p p o r t e d t h e o b s e r v a t i o n s and 

c o n c l u s i o n s o f t h e S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r c o n t a i n e d i n document E/CN.4/1989/14. 

62. Mr. OGOURTSOV (Observer f o r t h e B y e l o r u s s i a n S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c ) 

s a i d t h a t t h e r e was g e n e r a l agreement t h a t r e s p e c t f o r t h e r i g h t o f p e o p l e s t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was a t the h e a r t o f r e s p e c t f o r a l l o t h e r human r i g h t s . 

For i t s p a r t , t h e B y e l o r u s s i a n S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c was i n t h e t h r o e s o f 

a p r o c e s s o f s o c i a l r e n e w a l marked by the c r e a t i o n o f new s o c i a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s , by a d e m o c r a t i c debate on d e v e l o p m e n t , by a p l u r a l i s m o f i d e a s 

and o p i n i o n s and by the d i s c u s s i o n o f h i t h e r t o r a r e l y b r o a c h e d s u b j e c t s such 

as l i n g u i s t i c and c u l t u r a l i s s u e s , the h e r i t a g e o f t h e p a s t , p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e 

environment and so f o r t h . 

6 3. The need f o r a change-over f r o m c o n f r o n t a t i o n t o d i a l o g u e i n o r d e r t o 

f a c i l i t a t e a p o s i t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l e v o l u t i o n was h e n c e f o r t h a p p a r e n t . The 

Geneva Agreements on A f g h a n i s t a n were t h e f i r s t l i n k i n t h a t p r o c e s s o f 

s e t t l i n g r e g i o n a l c o n f l i c t s . However, t h e r i g h t o f p e o p l e s t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n remained a dead l e t t e r i n South A f r i c a , i n N a m i b i a and i n 

P a l e s t i n e . The B y e l o r u s s i a n SSR c o n s i d e r e d t h a t , i n o r d e r t o s e t t l e r e g i o n a l 

p r o b l e m s , i t was n e c e s s a r y t o r e c o g n i z e t h e need f o r peace t o r u l e t h e w o r l d 

and t o r e s p e c t the p r i n c i p l e o f freedom o f c h o i c e . 

64. Thanks t o t h e e f f o r t s o f A n g o l a , Cuba and South A f r i c a , a r e g i o n a l 

c o n f l i c t i n s o u t h e r n A f r i c a was on the way t o b e i n g s e t t l e d . W h i l e i t was 

p e r f e c t l y normal f o r each c o n f l i c t t o r e q u i r e s p e c i f i c s o l u t i o n s , t h e y s h o u l d 

i n a l l c a s e s be based on the C h a r t e r o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s and on the 

p r i n c i p l e s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w , i n p a r t i c u l a r t h e s o v e r e i g n t y o f S t a t e s , and 

s h o u l d t a k e a c c o u n t o f w o r l d o p i n i o n . 

65. I n C e n t r a l A m e r i c a , the c l i m a t e f o r a s e t t l e m e n t had been e s t a b l i s h e d and 

i t was f o r t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s t o a v o i d a d e a d l o c k i n the n e g o t i a t i n g p r o c e s s 

t h a t had begun and t o a v e r t f o r e i g n m i l i t a r y i n t e r f e r e n c e . 

66. W h i l e s o l u t i o n s were u r g e n t l y needed i n a l l the c a s e s he had m e n t i o n e d , 

t h a t was no r e a s o n t o o v e r l o o k the c a s e s o f some 20 o t h e r dependent and t r u s t 

t e r r i t o r i e s , such a s M i c r o n e s i a . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community s h o u l d n o t 

r e s i g n i t s e l f t o a c c e p t i n g the i m p o s i t i o n o f a n e o - c o l o n i a l s t a t u s on t h o s e 

t e r r i t o r i e s , under the g u i s e o f a referendum or a p l e b i s c i t e . To c o n c l u d e , he 

s t a t e d t h a t the B y e l o r u s s i a n SSR s u p p o r t e d the e x t r e m e l y t o p i c a l r e p o r t by 

Mr. B e r n a l e s B a l l e s t e r o s on the i s s u e o f the use o f m e r c e n a r i e s 

(E/CN.4/1989/14), and c o n s i d e r e d i t d e s i r a b l e f o r work t o c o n t i n u e i n t h a t 
f i e l d . 
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67. Mr. POSAYANOND (Observer f o r T h a i l a n d ) s a i d t h a t the Kampuchea pro b l e m 

had been o f c o n c e r n t o the Commission f o r over 10 y e a r s . Optimism had been 

g e n e r a t e d by the r e c e n t announcement t h a t a l l Vietnamese t r o o p s would be 

w i t h d r a w n from Kampuchea by September 19 89, and the peace p r o c e s s a t l a s t 

appeared t o be y i e l d i n g some r e s u l t s . The Commission s h o u l d t a k e i n t o a c c o u n t 

t h a t development, w h i c h would a l l o w t e n s o f thousands o f d i s p l a c e d Kampucheans 

t o r e t u r n home, t o e x e r c i s e t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and t o p r a c t i s e 

t h e i r c u l t u r e i n t h e i r own homeland. H i s Government welcomed the w i t h d r a w a l 

d e c i s i o n , w h i c h s h o u l d be implemented i n k e e p i n g w i t h a c l e a r l y d e f i n e d 

t i m e t a b l e and under e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l s u p e r v i s i o n . 

6 8 . However, the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community s h o u l d c o n t i n u e t o p r e s s f o r t h e 

e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e w i t h d r a w a l o f the t r o o p s from Kampuchea. As i n p r e v i o u s 

y e a r s , the member c o u n t r i e s o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n o f S o u t h - E a s t A s i a n N a t i o n s 

(ASEAN) had p r e p a r e d a d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n r e f l e c t i n g the major developments 

which had t a k e n p l a c e s i n c e the p r e v i o u s s e s s i o n . The P h i l i p p i n e d e l e g a t i o n 

had a l r e a d y s t a t e d t h a t t h e d r a f t , whose main t h r u s t would be t o c o n t i n u e t o 

d e p l o r e the c o n t i n u e d p r e s e n c e o f f o r e i g n t r o o p s i n Kampuchea and t o c a l l f o r 

t h e i r w i t h d r a w a l , w h i l e r e a f f i r m i n g the need f o r a l l S t a t e s t o adhere s t r i c t l y 

t o the p r i n c i p l e s o f t h e C h a r t e r o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 

and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w , w o u ld be s u b m i t t e d i n due c o u r s e . 

69. U n t i l t h e Kampuchean problem had been s o l v e d , h i s own c o u n t r y would have 

t o c o n t i n u e f a c i n g the problem o f p r o v i d i n g r e l i e f t o r e f u g e e s and d i s p l a c e d 

p e r s o n s from Kampuchea who had f l e d on a c c o u n t o f t h a t c o u n t r y ' s o c c u p a t i o n . 

S i n c e the p r e v i o u s s e s s i o n o f t h e Commission, the number o f d i s p l a c e d p e r s o n s 

from Kampuchea i n T h a i l a n d had i n c r e a s e d from 260,000 t o a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

300,000, and Kampucheans c o n t i n u e d t o a r r i v e a t camps a l o n g the b o r d e r . That 

i n f l u x o f d i s p l a c e d p e r s o n s was compounded by the h i g h b i r t h r a t e o f 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4.5 per c e n t . 

70. The f i r s t problem was t h a t o f p r o v i d i n g t h o s e p e r s o n s w i t h s h e l t e r and 

b a s i c n e c e s s i t i e s , and i t had been t a c k l e d w i t h the h e l p o f many Governments, 

o f UNDRO, o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l i e f o r g a n i z a t i o n s and NGOs. The second c o n c e r n 

was t o p r o v i d e adequate p r o t e c t i o n i n the camps. To t h a t e n d , h i s Government 

had e s t a b l i s h e d a u n i t known as "Task F o r c e 80", made up o f v o l u n t e e r s t r a i n e d 

f o r combat d u t y r a t h e r t h a n f o r s t a n d i n g guard o r p o l i c e work. I t had p r o v e d 

u n s a t i s f a c t o r y and a number o f former members o f the u n i t had been c h a r g e d 

w i t h b r e a k i n g the law and s e v e r a l were c u r r e n t l y i n p r i s o n . In o r d e r t o 

p r o v i d e b e t t e r p r o t e c t i o n f o r t h e Kampuchean camp r e s i d e n t s , h i s Government 

had thus s e t up t h e D i s p l a c e d P e r s o n s P r o t e c t i o n U n i t (DDPU) whose seven 

companies, t o t a l l i n g 760 p e r s o n s , c o n s i s t e d o f commissioned o f f i c e r s and 

t r a i n e d r e c r u i t s . One company, c o m p r i s e d e n t i r e l y o f women, had been 

s p e c i a l l y t r a i n e d t o cope w i t h t h e s o c i a l and p s y c h o l o g i c a l problems o f the 

camp r e s i d e n t s . I t was hoped t h a t the c r e a t i o n o f the u n i t , many o f whose 

p e r s o n n e l were u n i v e r s i t y g r a d u a t e s , would make i t p o s s i b l e t o p r o v i d e b e t t e r 

p r o t e c t i o n f o r the d i s p l a c e d Kampucheans. 

71. H i s Government had a l s o d e c i d e d t o improve the p r i m a r y e d u c a t i o n p r o v i d e d 

f o r t h e 62,000 c h i l d r e n l i v i n g i n the camps a l o n g the b o r d e r . I t was w e l l 

aware o f the need t o p r o v i d e e d u c a t i o n f o r o l d e r c h i l d r e n , and c u r r e n t l y 

p r o v i d e d v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g a t any r a t e . H i s Government was p l e a s e d t o p l a y 

a r o l e i n p r e p a r i n g t h o s e Kampucheans f o r t h e i r e v e n t u a l r e t u r n t o t h e i r own 

c o u n t r y as p r o d u c t i v e and l i t e r a t e c i t i z e n s . 
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72. The some 200,000 T h a i v i l l a g e r s l i v i n g a l o n g the b o r d e r had s u f f e r e d j u s t 

as much from a c r o s s - t h e - b o r d e r s h e l l i n g as t h e i r Kampuchean b r o t h e r s . The 

announcement o f the t r o o p w i t h d r a w a l gave hope t h a t peace would a l s o come t o 

the a f f e c t e d T h a i v i l l a g e r s n e a r the b o r d e r . 

73. H i s Government was f i r m l y c o n v i n c e d o f the need t o c o - o p e r a t e w i t h t h e 

u n i t e d N a t i o n s and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community i n o r d e r t o seek a d u r a b l e 

s o l u t i o n f o r t h e Kampuchean c r i s i s . The c o n f l i c t would have t o end and a l l 

f o r e i g n t r o o p s be w i t h d r a w n , so as t o e n a b l e the Kampucheans t o e x e r c i s e t h e i r 

r i g h t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and t o a c h i e v e n a t i o n a l r e c o n c i l a t i o n . 

74. H i s d e l e g a t i o n thanked t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s H i g h Commissioner f o r Refugees 

f o r t h e comprehensive package s o l u t i o n h i s O f f i c e had p r e p a r e d f o r 

Indo-Chinese r e f u g e e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e Vietnamese boat p e o p l e , w h i c h had 

r e c e i v e d s u p p o r t from many c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g T h a i l a n d , and was c u r r e n t l y 

b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d by V i e t Nam. An i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e on Indo-Chinese 

r e f u g e e s was due t o be h e l d i n June 1989 under t h e a u s p i c e s o f the 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s . 

75. Ms. RICARD (Pax Romana) s a i d she r e g r e t t e d t h a t she had once a g a i n t o 

r a i s e the i s s u e o f E a s t Timor where, i n December 1988, l a r g e numbers o f p e o p l e 

had been i m p r i s o n e d and t o r t u r e d , as c o n f i r m e d by w i t n e s s e s . The B i s h o p o f 

D i l i had h i m s e l f r e c o g n i z e d t h a t , i n October and November 1988, the p o l i c e had 

c a r r i e d o u t mass a r r e s t s and committed a c t s o f t o r t u r e , and had f u r t h e r m o r e 

e x p r e s s e d h i s i n d i g n a t i o n a g a i n s t the f r a u d u l e n t propaganda c l a i m i n g t h a t 

t h e r e were no human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n T i m o r . I t was d i s g r a c e f u l t h a t 

n e i t h e r the p e r s o n s who had accompanied G e n e r a l S u h a r t o , when he had v i s i t e d 

E a s t Timor on 1 and 2 November 1988, nor t h e 12 A u s t r a l i a n j o u r n a l i s t s who had 

accompanied t h e Prime M i n i s t e r from 9 t o 14 November, had made any m e n t i o n o f 

t h o s e a r r e s t s , t h e r e b y d e m o n s t r a t i n g once a g a i n t h a t the c o l o n i a l a u t h o r i t i e s 

d i d e v e r y t h i n g and v e r y e f f e c t i v e l y t o o , t o c o n c e a l the s i t u a t i o n i n 

E a s t T i m o r . 

76. A number o f o f f i c i a l s o f the o c c u p y i n g a d m i n i s t r a t i o n had a s s e r t e d t h a t 

a c c e s s t o E a s t Timor would be c o m p l e t e l y f r e e towards the end o f 1988, 

a l t h o u g h o t h e r s had s a i d t h a t o n l y 8 o u t o f the 13 d i s t r i c t s would be 

c o n c e r n e d by t h a t measure. On the l a t t e r a s s u m p t i o n , more th a n h a l f o f the 

s u r f a c e o f E a s t T i m o r , w i t h two t h i r d s o f i t s p o p u l a t i o n , would remain beyond 

s c r u t i n y . However t h a t might be the c o l o n i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s c o n c e r n was 

r a t h e r t o f a c i l i t a t e the c i r c u l a t i o n o f p e r s o n s , goods and c a p i t a l between 

E a s t Timor and I n d o n e s i a i n o r d e r t o m i t i g a t e the e x i s t i n g s e r i o u s economic 

c r i s i s t h a n t o a l l o w f o r e i g n e r s f r e e l y t o v i s i t t he c o u n t r y . 

77. The economic s i t u a t i o n i n E a s t Timor was e x t r e m e l y s e r i o u s , and the r a t e 

o f unemployment was c o n s t a n t l y r i s i n g . A p p r o x i m a t e l y 90 per c e n t o f the 

p o p u l a t i o n d i d not speak I n d o n e s i a n , a p p r o x i m a t e l y h a l f was v i r t u a l l y 

i l l i t e r a t e w h i l e , on t h e Governor's own a d m i s s i o n , the i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e 

was e x t r e m e l y h i g h . Young p e o p l e who had been t o s c h o o l c o u l d n o t f i n d work. 

I n s p i t e o f the r e p r e s s i o n , t h e y d e m o n s t r a t e d o p e n l y i n t h e s t r e e t s a g a i n s t 

the economic and s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n . 

78. A t the b e g i n n i n g o f the y e a r , s e v e r a l i n d i v i d u a l s had been banned from 

e n t e r i n g E a s t Timor by the s e c u r i t y f o r c e s . L a r g e - s c a l e m i l i t a r y o p e r a t i o n s 

were c u r e n t l y under way, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the s o u t h , and the s e r i o u s i n c i d e n t s 

which had t a k e n p l a c e i n D i l i i n December 1988 had l e f t dozens o f s o l d i e r s 

dead and had s p a r k e d o f f a new wave o f r e p r e s s i o n . 
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79. I t was h i g h time t h a t the p o p u l a t i o n o f I n d o n e s i a and the whole w o r l d 

became aware o f the u n l a w f u l a c t s b e i n g committed by the o c c u p a t i o n 

a u t h o r i t i e s and the g e n o c i d e c a r r i e d o u t by the armed f o r c e s . L a r g e - s c a l e 

human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s would c o n t i n u e u n t i l t he Timorese were a b l e t o 

e x e r c i s e t h e i r r i g h t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . Her o r g a n i z a t i o n a p p e a l e d t o the 

p e o p l e o f I n d o n e s i a t o encourage d i a l o g u e and change i n s t e a d o f waging a war 

of e x t e r m i n a t i o n . I t a l s o c a l l e d upon a l l Governments, and i n p a r t i c u l a r t h e 

members o f the Commission on Human R i g h t s , t o s e t a s i d e t h e i r own i n t e r e s t s 

and work f o r the achievement o f t h e r i g h t s o f a l l p e o p l e s . 

The meeting r o s e a t 12.30 p.m. 




