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I INTRODUCTION 

The General Assembly, during its second regular session, adopted, 
by resolution 173 (II) of 17 November 1947, revised rules of procedure 
replacing the provisional rules adopted by the Assembly at its first 
regular session on the basis of a text drawn up by the Preparatory 
Commission. These rules of procedure entered into force on 1 January 
1948 (A/520). At the same session the General Assembly, by reso- 
lution 116 (II) of 21 November 1947, adopted fur inclusion in its 
rules of procedure, revised rules governing the admission of new 
Members. 

At the third regular session of the General Assembly, the rules 
concerning the working languages of the Assembly were amended 
by resolution 262 (III) of 11 December 1948. 

At its fourth regular session, the General Assembly, acting upon 
the report of a Special Committee on Methods and Procedures,’ ap- 
proved, by resolutions 362 (I\‘) of 22 October 1949, various amend- 
ments and additions to its rules of procedure and decided that these 
amendments and additions should enter into force on 1 January 
19.50. By the same resolution several of the recommendations and 
suggestions of the Special Committee were adopted by the General 

I 

Assembly, and the Secretary-General was requested to prepare a docu- 
ment embodying these recommendations and suggestions in a con- 
venient form for use by the General Committee and the delegations 
of Member States in the Assembly. The text of these recommendations 

I 

and suggestions of the Special Committee will be found in annex I 
to the present edition of the rules. 

At the fifth regular session, several amendments and additions to 
the rules of procedure were adopted by the General Assembly in the 
annex to resolution 377 A (V) entitled “Uniting for peace”. By reso- 
lution 475 (V), a new rule 84As was adopted concerning the majority 
required for decisions of the General Assembly on amendments to pro- 

I 

posals relating to important questions and on parts of such proposals 
put to the vote separately. 

By resolutions 366 (IV) and 479 (V), rules were adopted by 
the General Assembly relating to the calling by the Economic and 
Social Council, under para raph 4 of Article 62 of the Charter, of 
international conferences of 8 
respectively. 

tates and pf non-governmental conferences, 

I 

1 See Ofkid RICO& of ~hr Gtnrral .4wwbly, Fourth Strrioe, Svp#Irmrrl 
No. 12 (A/937). 
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At the seventh regular session, the General Assembly, acting upon 
the report of a Special Committee, 3 adopted resolution 684 (VII) of 
6 November 1952, by which it made certain recommendations on meth- 
ods and procedures for dealing with legal and drafting questions. The 
resolution provided that the terms of these recommendations “shall be 
embodied as an annex to the rules of procedure of the General As- 
sembly” and that “the said annex shall also set out, verbatim, para- 
graphs 19, 20, 29,. 30, 35, 36, 37, 38 and 39 of the report of the Special 
Committee’;. The text of the recommendations and the specified parts 
of the report of the Special Committee are accordingly reproduced in 
annex II to the present edition of the rules. 

By resolution 689 A (VII) of 21 December 1952, the General 
Assembly established a Special Committee to consider, together with 
any other relevant information presented by Member States, a memo- 
randum, submitted by the Secretary-General to the seventh session, 
on measures to limit the duration of regular sessions of the Assembly. 
By resolution 689 B (VII) of the same date, the General Assembly 
adopted an amendment to rule 2 of its rules of procedure whereby 
the Assembly would, at the beginning of each session, fix a “closing” 
date for the session rather than a “target” date for the closing of the 
session. 

At its eighth session, the General Assembly examined the report 
of the Special Committee and, by resolution 791 (VIII) of 23 October 
1953, amended rules 38 and 39, relating to the composition of the 
General Committee, and rule 98,’ relating to priorities in the con- 
sideration of items in the Main Committees. 

At its ninth session, the General Assembly, b resolution 844 (IX) 
of 11 October 1954, adopted six special rules eslgned to govern its 6 
procedure for the examination of reports and 

P 
etitions relating to the 

Territory of South West Africa. The text o these special rules is 
reproduced in annex III to the present edition of the rules. 

At its eleventh session, the General Assembly, at the 577th plenary 
meeting on 15 November 1956,’ decided (1) to establish an eighth 
vice-presidency of the Assembly ; and (2) to change the name of the 
Ad Hoc Political Committee to “Special Political Committee” and to 
confer a permahent character on that Committee. At the same session, 
by resolution 1104 (XI) of 18 December 1956, the General Assunbly 
approved consequential amendments to rules 31, 38, 39 and. 101. 

At its twelfth session, the General Assembly, by resolution 1192 

6 
XII) of 12 December 1957; decided to increase the number of Vice- 
residents of the Assembly from eight to thirteen and approved con- 

sequential amendments to rules 31 and 38. In an annex to the reso- 
lutlon the General Assembly approved the pattern according to which 
the Vice-Presidents should be elected. 

8 Sea O$icid Rtcada of :&a Geurd Amnbly, Stvmlk Seaion, An~xr:, 
agenda item 53, document A/2174. 
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At its sixteenth session, the General Assembly, by resolution 1659 
(XVI) of 28 November 1961, decided to increase the membership of 
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
from nine to twelve and approved consequential amendments to rules 
IS6 and 157. 

At its eighteenth session, the General Assembly, by resolution 
1990 (XVIII) of 17 December 1963, decided to increase the number 
of Vice-Presidents of the Assembly from thirteen to seventeen and 
approved consequential amendments to rules 31 and 38. In an annex 
to the resolution, the General Assembly approved tM pattern accord- 
ing to which the President of the Assembly, the seventeen Vice- 
Presidents of the Assembly and the seven Chairmen of the Main Com- 
mittees should he elected; the text of the decision is reproduced in a 
footnote to rule 31. 

At its twentieth session, by resolution 2046 (XX) of 8 December 
I%$ the General Assembly, following the entry into force of the 
amendments to Articles 23, 27 and 61 of the Charter of the United 
Nations, amended its rules of procedure, with effect from 1 January 
1966, as follows: 

s‘ninp I 
n rule 8 (b), the word “seven” was replaced by the word 

(b) In rule 143, the word “three” was replaced by the word “five” ; 
(c) In rule 146, the word “six” was replaced by the word “ninelj;. 

At its twenty-second session, the General Assembly, hy resolution 
2323 (XXII) of 16 December l%7, decided to amend rules 89 and 
128 of its rules of procedure by adding to each of these rules a new 
paragraph (b) to take into accocmt the installation of mechanical means 
of voting. 

At the same session, the (ieneral Assembly. at the 1629th plenary 
meeting on I3 December 1967. took note of a correction to the French 
version of rule I5 of the rules of pr;~edurc” whereby the words 
“caracthr d’inrportanrc 01, d’wprr~” in the first sentence of that 
rule were replaced by the words “mracth d’iwportancc ct d’urqcncr”. 

The present revised edition of the rules of procedure embodies 
therefore all the amendments and additions adopted by the General 
Assembly up to and including its twenty-second session. 

The previous versions of the rules of procedure and of the cor- 
rigenda thereto have been issued under the following symbols: 

December 1947 . . A/S20 
June 1948 t . A/SaO/Corr.l (French only) 
January 1950 . ,,, . AfWRev.1 
January lY51 A/SZO/Rev.2 
July 1954 . A/WRev.3 



Mawh 1956 A/jZO/Rev.4 
September 1957 A/L?O/Rev.S (formerly A/m) 
January 19% A/%‘O/Rev.S/Corr.l (formerly 

A/36@/Carr.l) 
Februa.j l%l 
February 1962 

A/%‘O/Rev.6 (formerly A/4700) 
A/SZO~Rev.6/Corr.l (formerly 

June IN4 
A/4700/Corr.l) 

A/S?O/Rev.7 
MarcI 1966 A/QO/RW.R 

January 1968 
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’ 
Rules 49, 84, 85, 87, 145, 147 and 162, which reproduce 

textually provisions of the Charter, are printed in heavy type and are, 
in nddition, provided with a foot-note. A foot-note has also been added 
in the case of other rules which, while based directly on provisions 
of the Charter, do not reproduce those provisions tcxtunlly. 

Figures indicated between s uare brackets in sections dealing 
with rules for plenary meetings re er to identical or corresponding 4 
rules for committee meetings, and vice versa. 

I 

Attention is drawn to rule 163, which provides: “The description 
of the rules in the table of contents and the notes in italics to these rules 
shall be disregarded in the interpretation of the rules”. 



RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

I. SESSIONS 

Date of meeting 
REGULAR SESSIONS 

Rule X’ 
The General Assembly shall 1 every year in regular session 

commencing on the third Tuesday in 5eptember. 

Duration of s&on 
Rule 2 

On the recommendation of the General Committee, the General 
Assembly shall, at the begimling of each session, fix a closing date for 
the session. 

Hacc of meeting 
Rule 3 

Sessions shall be held at the Headquarters of the United Nations 
unless convened elsewhere in pursuance of a decision of the General 
Assembly at a previous session or at the request of a majority of the 
Members of the United Nations. 

Rule 4 
Any Member of the United Nations may, at least one hundred and 

twenty days before the date fixed for the opening of a regular session, 
request that the session be held elsewhere than at the Headquarters 
of the United Nations, The Secretary-General shall immediately com- 
municate the request, together with his recommendations, to the other 
Members of the United Nations. If within thirty days of the date of 
this communication a majority of the Members concur in the request, 
the session shall be held accordingly. 

Notifiation of session 
Rule 5 

The Secretary-General shall notify the Members of the United 
Nations, at least sixty days in advance, of the opening of a regular 
session. 

Adjournment of session 
Rule 6 

The General Assembly may decide at any session to adjourn tem- 
porarily and resume its meetings at a later date. 

1 Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter (Article Zo). 

1 



SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Summoning by the General Assembly 

Rule 7’ 

The General Assembly may fix a date for a special session. 

Summoning on request from the Security Council or Membtrs 

Rule 8 
(a) Special sessions of the General Assembly shall be held within 

fifteen days of the receipt by the Secretary-General of a request for 
such a session from the Security Council, or of a request from a ma- 
jority of the Members of the United Nations, or of the concurrence 
of a majority of Members as provided in rule 9. 

(b) Emergency special, sessions pur&uant to General Assembly 
resolution 377 A (V) shall be convened within twenty-four hours of 
the receipt by the Secretary-General of a request for such a session 
from the Security Council,, on the vote of any nine members thereof, 
or of a request from a majority of the Members of the United Nations 
expressed by vote in the Interim Committee or otherwise, or of the 
concurrence of a majority of Members as pro-dided in rule 9. 

Reques’ by Members 
Rule 9 

(a) Any Member of the United Nations may request the Secretary 
General to summon a special session. The Secretary-Genera1 shall im- 
mediately inform the other Members of the United Nations of the 
request and inquire whether they concur in it. I f  within thirty days of 
the date of the communication of the Secretary-Genera1 a majority 
of the Members concur in the request, a special session of the General 
Assembly shall be.summoned in accordance with rule 8. 

(b) This rule shall apply also to a request by any Member for an 
emergency special session pursuant to resolution 377 A (V). In such a 
case the Secretary-General shall communicate with the other Members 
by the most expeditious means of communication available. 

Nofifiation of session 
Rule 10 

The Secretary-Genera1 shall notify the Members of the United 
Nations, at least fourteen days in advance, of the opening of a special 
se&on summoned at the request of the Security Council, and, at 1-t 
ter. days in advance, in the case of a request by a majority of the Mem- 
hers or the concurrence of a mjority in the request of any Member. 
In the case of an emer sncy special session convened ursuant to 
rule 8 (b), the Secretary- E eneral shall notify the ’ ‘.emberr o P the United 
Nations at least twelve hours in advance of the ( :ning of the session. 

‘Rule based directly on a provision of tha Charter (Article 20). 
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RECULAR AND SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Notification to other bodies 
Rule 11 

Copies of the notice summoning each session shall be addressed to 
all other principal organs of the United Nations and to the specialized 
agencies referred to in Article 57, paragraph 2, of the Charter. 

II. AGENDA 

Provisional agetlda 
REGULAR SESSIONS 

Rule 12 
The provisional agenda for a regular session shall be drawn up 

by the Secretary-General and communicated to the Members of the 
United Nations at least sixty days before the opening of the session. 

Rule 13 
The provisional agenda of a regular session shall include: 

(a) The report of the Secretary-General on the work of the 
Organization ; 

(b) Reports from the Security Council, the Economic and Social 
Council, the Trusteeship Council, the International Court of Justice, the 
subsidiary organs of the General Assembly, specialized agencies (where 
such reports are called for under agreements entered into) ; 

(c) All items the inclusion of.which has been ordered by the Gen- 
eral Assembly at a previous session; 

(d) All items proposrd by the other principal organs of the United 
Nations ; 

(e) All items proposed by any Member of the United Nations; 

(f) All items pertaining to the budget for the next financial year 
and the report on the accounts for the last financial year ; 

(g) All items which the Secretary-General deems it necessary to 
put before the General Assembly ; and 

(h) All items proposed under Article 35, paragraph 2, of the 
Charter by States not Members of the United Nations. 

Supplementary items 
Rule 14 

Any Member or principal organ of the United Nations or the 
Secretary-General may, at least thirty days before the date fixed for 
the epening of a regular session, request the inclusion of supplementary 
items in the agenda. These items shall be placed on a supplementary 
list, whfoh shall be communicated to the Members of the United Nations 
at least twenty days before the date fixed for the opening of the session. 
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Additional items 
Rule 15 

Additional items of an important and urgent character, proposed 
for inclusion in the agenda less than thirty days before the opening of 
a regular session or during a regular session, may be placed on the 
agenda, if the General Assembly so decides by a majority of the Mem- 
bers present and voting. No additional item may be considered until 
seven days have elapsed since it was placed on the agenda, unless the 
General Assembly, by a two-thirds majority of the Members present 
and voting, decides otherwise, and until a committee has reported upon 
the question concerned. 

Provisional agenda 

SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Rule 16 
The provisional agenda of a special session summoned at the re- 

quest of the Security Council shall be communicakd to the Members 
of the United Nations at least fourteen days before the openin of the 
session. The provisional agenda of a special session summone 1 at the 
request of a majority of the Members, or the concurrence of a majority 
in the request of any Member, shall be communicated at least ten days 
before the opening of the session. The provisional agenda of an emer- 
gency special session shall be communicated to the Members of the 
United Nations simultaneously with the communication summoning 
the session. 

Rule 17 
The provisional agenda for a special session shall consist only of 

those items proposed for consideration in the request for the holding 
of the session. 

Supplementary item.5 
Rule 18 

A.ny Member or principal organ of the United Nations or the 
Secretary-General may, at least four days before the date fixed for the 
opening of a special session, request the inclusion of supplementary 
items in the agenda. Such items shall be placed on a supplementary list 
which shall be communicated to the Members of the United Nations 
as soon as possible. 

Addirional items 
Rule'19 

During a special session items on the supplementary list and addi- 
tional items may be added to the agenda by a two-third, majority of the 
Members present and voting. During an emergency special session addi- 
tional items concerning the matters dealt with in resolution 377 A (V) 
may be added to the agenda by a two-thirds majority of the Members 
present and voting. 
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REGULAR AND SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Rule 20 

All items proposed for inclusion in the agenda shall be accompanied 
by an explanatory n~en~orandun~ and, if possible, by basic documents 
or by a draft resolution. 

Approval of the agrnda 
Rule 21 

At each session the provisional agenda and the supplementary list, 
together with the report of the General Committee thereon, shall be 
submitted to the General Assembly for approval as soon as possible 
after the opening of the session. 

Amo~drrtent md deletion of iterns 

Rule 22 

Items on the agenda may be amended or deleted by the General 
Assembly by a majority of the hfembers present and voting. 

Debate on the inclusion of an item in the agenda, when that item 
has been recommended for inclusion by the General Committee, shall 
be 1imitc.d to three speakers in favour of and three against the inclusion. 
The President may limit the time to be allowed to speakers under 
this rule. 

Modification of the allocation of e.r/wscs 

Rule 24 

No proposal for a modification of the allocation of expenses for the 
time being in force shall be placed on the agenda unless it has been 
communicated to the Members of the United Nations at least ninety 
days before the date fixed for the opening of the session. 

1 III. DELEGATIONS 

I Composilion 
Ruk 25s 

The delegation of a Member sha!l consist of not more than live 
representatives and five alternate representatives, and as many advisers, 
technical advisers, experts and persons of similar status as may be 
required by the delegation. 
-- 

* Rule baaed directly on a provirion of the Ularter (Article 9, p~rogrrfi 2). 



Alternates 
Rule 26 

An alternate representative may act as a representative upon desig- 
nation by the Chairman of the delegation. 

IV. CREDENTIALS 

Submission of credentiais 
Rule 27 

The credentials of representatives and the names of members of a 
delegation shall be submitted to the Secretary-General if possible not 
less than one week before the date fixed for the opening of the session. 
The credentials shall be issued either by the Head of the State or 
Government or by the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Credentials Committee 
Rule 28 

A Credentials Committee shall be appointed at the beginning of 
each session. It shall consist of nine members, who shall be appointed 
by the General Assembly on the proposal of the President. The Cam- 
mittee shall elect its own officers. It shall examine the credentials of 
representatives and report without delay. 

Prowisional admission to a session 

Rule 29 
Any representative to whose admission a Member has made ob- 

jection shall be seated provisionally with the same rights as other 
representatives, until the Credentials Committee has reported and the 
General Assembly has given its decision. 

V. PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Temporary President 
Rule 30 

At the opening of each session of the General Assembly, the 
Chairman of that delegation from which the President of the previous 
session was elected shall preside until the General Assembly har elected 
a President for the session. 

Elections 
Rule 31 

The General Assembly shall elect a President and seventeen Vice- 
Presidents,’ who shall hold office until the close of the session at which 

4 In the annex to resolution 1990 (XVIII) of 17 December 1963, the Cmcnl 
Assembly decided u follows : 
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they are c1ected.s The Vice-Presidents shall be elected, after the election 
of the Chairmen of the seven Main Committees referred to in rule 101, 
on the basis of ensuring the representative character of the General 
Committee. 

Acting Prrsident 
Rule 32 [107] 

If the President finds it necessary to be absent during a meeting 
or any part thereof, he shall appoint one of the Vice-Presidents to take 
his place. 

Rule 33 [107] 
A Vice-President acting as i’rcsidcnt shall have the same powers 

and duties as the President. 

RepIacentent of the President 

Rule 34 [107] 
If the President is unable to perform his functions, a new President 

shall be elected for the unexpired term. 

General powers of the President 

Rule 35 [108] 
In addition to exercising the powers which arc conferred upon 

him elsewhere by these rules, the President shall declare the opening 
aid closing of each plenary meeting of the session, shall direct the dis- 
cussions in plenary meeting, ensure observance of these rules, accord 
the right to speak, put questions and announce decisions. He shall rule 

“2. The seventeen Vice-Presidcntr of the General Assembly shall be 
elected according to the foll<)wing pattern, subject to paragraph 3 below: 

“(LI) Seven representatives from African and Asian States: 
“(6) One representative from an Eastern European State; 
“(c) Three representatives from Latin American States; 
“(d) Two representatives from Western European and other States; 

Eve 
CouZiY,) F’ 

representatives from the permanent members of the Security 

“3. The election of the President of the Ccncral Assembly will, however, 
have the effect of reducing by one the number of vice-presidencies allocated 
to the region from which the President is elected in accordance with para- 
graph 2 above. 

“4. The seven Chairmen of the Mnin Committees shall be elected accord- 
ing to the following pattern : 

“(a) Three representatives from Afrirao and Asian States; 
“(6) One representative from an Eastern European State: 
“(c) One reprcrrotative from a tatm American State; 
“(d) One representative from a Western European or other State; 
“(c) The seventh chairmanship shall rotate every alternate 

representatives of States mentioned in sub-paragraphs (c) and ( 2 
ear among 

) above.” 

8 Rule bared directly on l ‘provkion of the Charter (Article 21, ~ecotd 
Kntanca). 
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on points of order, and, subject to these rules, shall have complete 
control of the proceedings at any meeting and over the maintenance 
of order thereat. The President may, in the course of the discussion of 
an item, propose to the General Assembly the limitation OF the time 
to be allowed to speakers, the limitation of the number of times each 
representative may speak on any question, the closure of the list of 
speakers or the closure of the debate. He may also propose the suspen- 
sion or the adjournment of the meeting or the adjournment of the 
debate on the item under discussion, 

Rule 36 [IO91 

The President, in the exercise of his functions, remains under the 
authority of the General Assembly. 

The President shall not vote 

Rule 37 [106] 

The President, or Vice-President acting as President, shall not vote 
but shall appoint another member of his delegation to vote in his place. 

VI. GENERAL COMMITTEE 
Composition 

Rule 38 

The General Committee shall comprise the President of the General 
Assembly, who shall preside, the seventeen Vice-Presidents and the 
Chairmen of the seven Main Committees. No two members of the 
General Commtitcc shall be members of the same delegation, and it 
shall be so constituted as to ensure its representative character. Chair- 
men of other committees upon which all Members have the right to 
be represented and which arc established by the General Asscmbl to 
meet during the session shall be entitled to attend meetings of the E cn- 
cral Committee and may participate without vote in the discussions. 

Substitute members 
Rule 39 

If a Vice-President of the General Assembly finds it necessary to 
bc absent during a meeting of the General Committee he may dcsi natc 
a member of his delegation as his substitute. The Chairman of a t* am 
Committee shall, in ease of absence, designate the Vice-Chairman of 
the Committee as his substitute. A Vice-Chairman shall not have the 
right to vote if he is of the same delegation as another member of the 
Committee. 

Functions 
Rule 40 

The Gcncral Committee shall, at the hcginning of each acrsion, 
consider the provisional agenda, together with the supplementary list, 
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and shall make recommendations to the General Assembly with regard 
to each item proposed, concerning its inclusion in the agenda, the 
rejection of the request for inclusion, or the inclusion of the item in 
the provisional agenda of a future session. It shall, in the same manner, 
examine requests for the inclusion of additional items in the agenda, 
and shall make recommendations thereon to the General Assembly, 
In considering matters relating to the agenda of the General Assembly, 
the General Committee shall not discuss the substance of any item, 
except in so far as this bears upn the question whether the General 
Committee should recommend the inclusion of the item in the agenda, 
the rejection of the request for inclusion, or the inch.sion of the item 
in the provisional agenda of a future session, and what priority should 
be acccrded to aa item the inclusion of which has been recommended. 

Rub 41 
The General Committee shall make recommendations to the Gen- 

era1 Assembly concerning the c!osing date of the session. It shall assist 
the President and the General Assembly in drawing up the agenda for 
each plenary meeting, in determining the priority of its items, and in 
the co-ordination of the proceedings of all committees of the General 
Assembly. It shall assist the President in the general conduct of the 
work of the General Assembly which falls within the competence of 
the President. It shall not, however, decide any political question. 

Rule 42 
The General Committee shall meet periodically throughout each 

session to review the progress of the General Assembly and its com- 
mittees and to make recommendations for furtheriug such progress. 
It shall also meet at such other times as the President deems neces- 
sary or upon the request of any other of its members. 

Participation by representatives of Merjrbers requesting the inclusion 
of items in the agenda 

Rule 43 
A Member of the General Assembly which has no representative 

on the General Committee and which has requested the inclusion of an 
item in the agenda shall be entitled to attend any meeting of the General 
Committee at which its request is discussed, and may participate, 
without vote. in the discussion of that item. 

Formal revision of resolutions of the General Assembly 

Rule 44 
The General Committee may revise the resolutions adopted by 

the General Assembly, changing their form but not their substance. 
Any such changes shall be reported to the General Assembly for its 

j consideration. 



VII. SECRETARIAT Regt 

Duties of Ihe Secrehwy-General 

Rule 45 staff 
The Secretary-General shall act in that capacity in all meeticgs 

of the General Assembly,s its committees and sub-committees. He may 
designate a member of the staff to act in his place at these meetings. 

Rule 46 Oflic 

The Secretary-General shall provide and direct the staff required 
by the General Assembly and any committees or subsidiary organs 
which it may establish. 

Duties bf Ike Secrcfariaf 
Rule 47 

langi 
Engl 

Infet 

The Secretariat shall receive, translate, print and distribute docu- 
ments, reports and resolutic;,. )f the General Assembly, its committees 
and organs; interpret speeches made at the meetihgs; prepare, print 
and circulate the summary records of the session; have the custody 
and proper preservation of the documents in the archives of the Gen- 
eral Assembly; publish the reports of the meetings; distribute all docu- 
ments of the General Assembly to the IMembers of the United Nations, 
and, generally, perform all other work which the General Assembly 
may require. 

into 

Infer 

Annual report of Ihe Secretary-General 

Rule 48 ’ 

inter] 

Ink 

The Secretary-General shall make an annual report, and such 
supplementary reports as are required, to the General Assembly on 
the work of the 0rganization.s He shall communicate the annual report 
to the Me’mbers of the United Nations at least forty-five days before 
the opening of the session. 

the c 
preta 
other 
basei 

Nolificalion under Article 12 of fhc Cllarler 

Rule 49’ 

Lang 

The Secretary-General, with the consent of the Security Coun- 
cil, ahal notify the General Assembly at each aesaion of any mat- 
tera relative to the maintenance of international peace and security 
which are being dealt with by the Security Council, and ahall 
rimilarly notify the Genera1 Asrembly, or the Membeta of the 
United Nations if the Genera1 Asrembly is not in aeraion, imme- 
diately the Security Council ceasea to deal with such matters. 
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Regulations concerning the Secretariat 

Rule SO8 

The General Assembly shall establish regulations concerning the 
staff of the Secretariat. 

VIII. LANGUAGES 

Oflid and working langrrngrs 

Rule 51 

Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the official 
languages of the Genernl Assembly, its committees and sub-committees, 
English, French and Spanish shall be the working languages. 

Inferpretafion from a working lnnguagc 

Rule 52 

Speeches made in any of the working languages shall be interpreted 
into the other two working Languages. 

Interpretation from o&in1 languages 

Rule 53 

Speeches made in either of the other two official languages shall be 
interpreted into the three working languages. 

Interpretation from other languages 

Rule a 

Any representative may make a speech in a language other than 
the official languages. In this case, he shall himself provide for inter- 
pretation into one of the working Languages. Interpretation into the 
other working languages by the interpreters of the Secretariat may be 
based cn the interpretation given in the first working language. 

Language of verbatim records 

Rule 55 

Verbatim records shall be drawn up in the working languages. A 
translation of the whole or part of any verbatim record into either of 
the other two official languages shall be furnished if requested by any 
delegation. 

Language of summary records 

Rule 56 

Summary records shall be drawn up as soon as possible in the 
official Ianguages. 

-‘Rulccd directly on a provirion of the Charter (Article 101, paragraph 1). 
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Rule 57 

The Journal of the General Assembly shall be issued in the working 
languages. 

All rrsolutions and other important documents shall be made 
available in the official kmquagcs. Upon the request of any representative, 
any other document shall hr made available in any or all of the official 
languages. 

Plrhlicntiotls in languages othrr than the oficial languages 

Rule 59 

Documents of the General Assembly, its committees and sub- 
committees shall, if the General Assembly so decides, ,be published in 
any languages other than the official languages. 

Verbatim records 
IX. RECORDS 

Rule 60 

Verbatim records of all plenary meetings shall be drawn up by 
the Secretariat and submitted to the General Assembly after approval 
by the President. Verbatim records shall also be made of the proceedings 
of the Main Committees established by the General Assembly. Other 
committees or sub-committees may dezide upon the form of their records. 

Resolutions 
Rule 61 

Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly shall be communicated 
by the Secretary-General to the Memhcrs of the United Nations within 
fifteen days after the termination of the session. 

X. PUBiIC AND PRIVATE MEETISGS OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY, ITS COMMITTEES AND SUB-COMMITTEES 

General principles 
Rule 62 

The meetings of the General Assembly and its Main Committees 
shall be held in public unless t,he body concerned decides that exceptional 
circumstances require that the meeting be held in 

R 
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Private nrcrtings 
Rule 63 

All decisions of the General Assembly taken at a private meeting 
shall be annomlced at an early public meeting of the General Assembly. 
At the close of each private meeting of the Main Committees, other 
committees and sub-committees, the Chairman may issue a co~nuniqttO 
through the Secretary-Gneral, 

XI. MINUTE OF SILENT PRAYER OR JIEDITATION 

Invitation to silmt proycr or mditation 

Rule 64 
Immediately after the opening of the first plenary meeting and 

immediately preceding the closing of the final plenary meeting of each 
session of the General Assembly, the President shall invite the repre- 
sentatives to observe one minute of silence dedicated to prayer or 
meditation. 

XII. PLENARY MEETINGS 

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 

Emergency special sessions 
Rule 65 

Notwithstanding the provisions of any other rule and ut!less the 
General Assembly decides otherwise, the Assembly, in case of an emer- 
gency special session, shalt convene in plenary session only and proceed 
directly to consider the item proposed for consideration in the request 
for the holding of the session, without previous reference to the General 
Committee or to any other committee ; the President and Vice-Presidents 
for such emergency special sessiotls shall be, respectively, the Chairmen 
of those delegations from which were elected the President and Vice- 
Presidents of the previous session. 

Report of the Secretary-General ’ 

Rule 66 

Proposals to refer any portion of the repor; of the Secretary-General 
to one of the Main Committees without debate shall be decided upon 
by the General Assembly without previous reference to the General 
Committee. 

Reference fo committees 
Rule 67 

The General Assembly shall not, unless it decides otherwise, make 
a final decision upon any item on the agenda until it has received the 
report of a committee on that item. 
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Dimtssion of committee reports 

Rule 68 

question. When debate 
allotted time, the Presi 

Discussion of a report of a Main Committee in a plenary meeting 
of the General Assembly shall take place if at least one-third of the 
Members present and voting at the plenary meeting consider such a 
discussion to be necessary. Any proposal to this effect shall not be 
debated, but shall be immediately put to the vote. 

Quorum 
Rule 69 [llO] 

Closing of list of speai 

During the course 
list of speakers and, wi 
the list closed. He mi 
Member if a speech ( 
makes this desirable. 

A majority of the Members of the General Assembly shall constitute 
a quorum. 

Speeches 
Rule 70 [Ill] 

Adjownntent of debatl 

During the discus 
the adjournment of the 

No representative may address the General Assembly without 
having prelviously obtained the permission of the President, The Presi- 

to the-proposer of the I 

dent shall call upon speakers in the order in which they signify their 
of, and two against, tl 

desire to speak. The President may call a speaker to order if his remarks 
mediately put to the 
allowed to speakers un 

are not relevant to the subject under discussion, 

Precedence I 
Closure of debate 

Rule 71 [112] 
The Chairman and the Rapportent of a committee may be accorded 

precedence for the purpose of explaining the conclusions arrived at by 
their committee. 

Statements by the Secretariat 

Rule 72 11131 
The Secretary-Genera!, or a member of the Secretariat designated 

by him as his representattve, may, at any time, make either oral or 
written statements to the General Assembly concerning any question 
under consideration by it. 

Pod of order 
Rule 73 11141 

During the discussion of any matter, n representative may rise to 
a point of order, and the point of order shall be immediately decided 
by the President in accordance with the rules of procedure. A repre- 
se..tative may appeal against the ruling of the President. The appeal 
shall be immediately put to the vote and the President’s ruling shall 
stand unless overruled by a majority of the Members present and voting. 
A representative rising to a point of order may not speak on the sub- 
stance of the matter under discussion. 

Time limit on speeches 
Rule 74 [llJ] 

The General Aaaembly may limit the time to be allowed to each 
ape&a and the number of times each representative may apeak on any 
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question. When debate is limited and a representative has spoken his 
allotted time, the President shall call him to order without delay. 

Closing of list of speakers 

Rule 79 [116] 

During the course of a debate the President may announce the 
list of speakers and, with the consent of the General Assembly, declare 
the list closed, He may, however, accord the right of reply to any 
Member if a speech delivered after he has declared the hst closed 
makes this desirable. 

Adjournment of debate 
Rule 76 [I171 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move 
the adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion. In addition 
to the proposer of the motion, two representatives may speak in favour 
of, and two against, the motion, after which the motion shall he im- 
mediately put to the vote’. The President may limit the time to be 
allowed to speakers under this rule. 

Closure of debate 
Rule 77 [118] 

A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate 
on the item under discussion, whether or not any other representative 
has signified his wish to speak. Permission to speak on the closure of 
the debate shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the closure, 
after which the motion shall be immediately put to the vote. If the 
General Assembly is in fa\our of the closure, the President shall declare 
the closure of the debate, The President may limit the time to be allowed 
to speakers under this rule. 

Suspension or adjournment of the meeting 

Rule 78 [119] 
During the discussion of any ,matter. a representative may move the 

suspension or the adjournment of the meeting. Such motions shall not 
be debated, but shall be inmlediately put to the vote. The President 
may limit the time to be allowed to the speaker moving the suspension 
or adjournment of the meeting. 

Order of procedural ,motions 

Rule 79 [120] 
Subject to rule 73, the fo!lowing motions shall have precedence 

in the following order over all other proposals or motions before the 
meeting : 

(0) To suspend the meeting ; 
(b) To adjourn the meeting; 
(c) To adjourn the debate on the item under discussion ; 
(d) For the closure of the debate on the item under die ;us.q:qn. 
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Proposals and amendments 
Rule 80 [I211 

Proposals and amendments shall normally be introduced in writing 
and handed to the Secretary-General, who shall circulate copies to the 
delegations. As a general rule, no proposal shall be discussed or put to 
the vote at any meeting of the General Assembly unless copies of it 
have been circulated to all delegations not later than the day preceding 
the meeting. The President may, however, permit the discussion and 
consideration of amendments, or of motions as to procedure, even though 
these amendments and motions have not been circulated or have only 
been circulated the same day. 

Decisions on competence 
Rule 81 [122] 

Subject to rule 79, any motion calling for a decision on the compe- 
tence of the General Assembly to adopt a proposal submitted to it shall 
be put to the vote before a vote is taken on the proposal in question. 

Withdrawal of nlotions 
Rule 82 [123] 

A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before 
voting on it has commenced, provided that the motion has not been 
amended. A motion which has thus been withdrawn may be reintroduced 
by any hlrmber. 

Reconsideration of proposals 

Rule 83 [124] 
When a proposal has been adopted or rejected it ma not be lecon- 

sidered at the same session unless the General Assem ly, i[ by a two- 
thirds majority of the Members present and voting, so decides. Per- 
mission to speak on a motion to reconsider shall be accorded only to 
two speakers opposing the motion, after which it shall be immediately 
put to the vote. 

Voting Pights 
VOTING 

Rule 8P [125] 
Each Member of the General Assembly shall have one vote. 

Two-thirds majority 
Rule 85s 

Decirione of the General Arsembly on ir.lportant quertions 
ahall be made by a two-third6 majority of the Member0 prerent and 
voting. These quertionu rhall include: recommendations with re- 
rpect to the maintenance of international peace and security, the 

*Rules 84, 6.5 and 87 reproduce the three paragraphs of Article 18 of the 
chartar. 
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election of the non-permanent members of the Security Council, 
the election of the members of the Economic and Social Council, 
the election of members of the Trusteeship Council in accordance 
with paragraph 1 c of Article 66 of the Charter, the admission of 
new Members to the United Nations, the suspension of the rights 
and privileges of membership, the expulsion of Members, questions 
relating to the operation of the Trusteeship System, and budgetary 
questions. 

Rule 86 
Decisions of the General Assrmbly on amendments to proposals 

relating to important questions, and on parts of such proposals put to 
the vote separately, shall be mntlc by a two-thirds majority of the 
blembers present and voting. 

Simple majority 
Rule 8V 11261 

Decisions of the General Assekbl; on questions other than 
those provided for in rule 86, including the determination of addi- 
tional categories of questions to be decided by a two-thirds ma- 
jority, shall be made by a majority of the Members present and 
voting. 

MPaning of fhc rxprrssion “A4cvtbers prrsrnf and voting” 

Rule 88 [127] 
For the purposes of these rules. the phrase “Members present and 

voting” means Members casting an aftirmative or negative vote. Mem. 
bers which abstain from voting are considered as not voting. 

Method of voting 
Rde 89 [I281 

(a, The (&era1 Asseml+ shall normally vote hy show of hand 
or by standing, hut any representative may request a roll-call. Th 
roll-call shall he taken in the Ilnglish nll~hnl~cticnl order of the name 
of the hletubers, hcginniug with the Member whoac nan~ is draw 
l)y lot’ by the Presitlcnt. The name of each hIember shall IX called i! 
nlly roll-call and nne of its repre?ientativc3 shall reply “yes”, ‘30” o 
“al~stentian”. The result of the voting shall he inserted in the record i 
the English alphabetical order of the names of the hlemhers. 

(b) Wheii the Gmeral Assembly votes Iry mechanical means, 
non-recorded vote shall replace a vote by sl~ow of hi\ntls or by standin, 
and a recorded vote shall replace a roll-call vote. Any representativ 
may request a recorded vote. In the case of a record4 vote, th 
(;eneral Assenlhly shall, unless it representative requests otherwise 
dispense with the procedure of calling out the namrs of the Members 
nevertheless, the result of the voting shall IK inserted in the recor 
in the sme manner as that of it roll-call vote. 
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Conduct during voting 
Rule 90 [129] 

After the President has announced the beginning OF voting, no 
representative shall interrupt the voting except on a poirlt of order in 
connexion with the actual conduct of the voting. The President may 
permit Members to explain their votes, either before or after the voting, 
except when the vote is taken by secret ballot. The President may limit 
the time to be allowed for such explanations. The President shall not 
permit the proposer of a proposal or of an amendment to explainShis 
vote on his own proposal or amendment. 

Division of proposals and arnendmetb 

Rule 91 [130] 
A representative may move that parts of a proposal or of an amend- 

ment shall be voted on separately. If objection is made to the request 
for division, the motion for division shall be voted upon. Permission 
to speak on the motion for division shall be given only to two speakers 
in favour and two speakers against. If the motion for division is carried, 
those parts of the proposal or of the amendment- which are subsequently 
approved shall be put to the vote as a whole. If all operative parts of 
the proposal or of the amendment have been rejected, the proposal or 
the amendment shall be considered to have been rejected as a whole. 

Voting on amendments 

Rule 92 [131] 
When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall 

be voted on first. When two or more amendments are moved to a pro- 
posal, the General Assembly shall first vote on the amendment furthest 
removed in substance from the original proposal and then on the amend- 
ment next furthest removed therefrom, and 90 on, until all the amend- 
ments have been put to the vote. Where, however, the adoption of one 
amendment necessarily implies the rejection of anothei amendment, the 
latter amendment shall not be put to the vote. If one or more amend- 
ments are adopted, the amended proposal shall then be voted upon. A 
motion is considered an amendment to a proposal if it merely adds to, 
deletes from or revises part of the proposal. 

Voting on proposals 

Rule 93 [132] 
If two or more proposals relate to the same question, the General 

Assembly shall, unless it decides otherwise, vote on the proposals in the 
order in which they have been submitted. The General Assembly may, 
after each vote on a proposal, decide whether tJ vote on the next 
propouf. 

18 

Elections 

All electi 
nominations. 

When onl 
obtains in the 
takeu, which 
lnrgest number 
divided, and a 
the candidates 
balloting shall 
the Notes cast; 
may be cast 1 
1 .trtricted balk 
stricted to the 
votes in the tl 
ballots thereaf 
Member is els 
of rules 144, 1 

When twc 
under the same 
the majority I 
obtaining such 
to be elected, tt 
the voting bei 
number of vote 
the places rem 
conclusive ballc 
If three such u 
shall be restric 
of votes in the 
than twice the 
ballots thereaft 
have been fiIIe 
of rules 14p, 1 

Equally dividec 

If a vote 
second vote st 
held within for 
mentioned in tt 
in question. If 
regarded aa rc 



Elections 

Rule 94 [105] 
All elections shall he held by secret ballot. There shall be no 

nominations. 

Rule 95 [133] 
When only one person or Member is to be elected and no candidate 

obtains in the first ballot the majority required, a second ballot shall be 
taken, which shall be restricted to the two candidates obtaining the 
hugest number of votes. If  in the second ballot the votes are equally 
divided, and a majority is required, the President shall decide between 
the candidates by drawing lots. I f  a two-thirds majority is required, the 
balloting shall be continued until one candidate secures two-thirds of 
the yotes cast; provided that, after the third inconclusive ballot, votes 
may be cast for any eligible person or Member. If  three such un- 
1 :stricted ballots are inconclusive, the next three ballots shall be re- 
stricted to the two candidates who obtained the greatest number of 
votes in the third of the unrestricted ballots, and the following three 
ballots thereafter shall be unrestricted, and so on until a person or 
Member is elected. These provisions shall not prejudice the applicatiou 
of rules 144, 145, 147 and 149. 

Rule 96 
When two or more elective places are to be filled at one time 

under the same conditions, those candidates obtaining in the first ballot 
the majority required shall be elected. If  the number of candidates 
obtaining such majority is less than the number of persons or Members 
to be elected, there shall be additional ballots to fill the remaining places, 
the voting being restricted to the candidates obtaining the greatest 
number of votes in the previous ballot, to a number not more than twice 
the places remaining to be filled; 

P 
rovided that, after the third in- 

conclusive ballot, votes may be cast or any eligible person or Member. 
If  three such unrestricted ballots are inconclusive, the next three ballots 
shall be restricted to the candidates who obtained the greatest number 
of votes in the third of the unrestricted ballots, to a number not more 
than twice the places remaining to be filled, and the following three 
ballots thereafter shall be unrestricted, and so on until all the places 
have been filled. These provisions shall not prejudice the application 
of rules 144, 145, 147 and 149. 

Equally divided votes 
Rule 97 [l!M] 

I f  a vote is equally divided on matters other than elections, a 
second vote shall be taken at a subsequent meeting which shall be 
held within forty-eight hours of the first vote, and it shall be expressly 
mentioned in the agenda that a second vote will be taken on the matter 
in question. If  this vote atso results in quality, the proposal &all be 
regarded as rejected. 
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XIII. COMhfITTEES 

CKKATION, OIWWRS, ETC. 

Rule 98 

The General Assembly may set up suc!l committees as it deems 
necessary for the performance of its functions. 

Cafegorirs of subjects 
Rule 99 

Items relating to the same category of subjects shall be referred 
[: 
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Committees shall not introduce new items on their own initiative. ii 

iI Priorities 
Rule 100 

The C/ta, 

Each Main Committee, taking into account the closing date for 
the session fixed by the General Assembly on the recommendation of 
the General Committee, shall adopt its own priorities and meet as may 
be necessary to complete the consideration of the items referred to it. 
Main Commiftees 

Rule 101 
The Main Committees of the General Assembly are: 
(a) Political and Security Committee (including the regulation 

of armaments) (First Committee) ; 
(b) Special Political Committee; 
(c) Economic and Financial Committee (Second Committee) ; 
(d) Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee (Third Com- 

mittee) ; 
(e) Trusteeship Committee (including Non-Self-Governing Terri- 

tories) (Fourth Committee) ; 
(f) Administrative and Budgetary Committee (Fifth Committee) ; 
(g) Legal Committee (Sixth Committee). 

Repesenkatkm of Members 
Rule 102 

Each Member may be represented by one person on each Main 
Committee and on any other committee that may be constituted upon 
which all Members have the right to be represented. It may also 
assign to these committees advisers, technical advisers, experts or 
persons of similar status. 

Rule 102 
Upon designation by the Chairman of the delegation, advisers, 

technical advisers, experta or persons of similar status may act as 
members of committees. Persons of this status shall not, however, 
unlers deai nated as alternate representatives, be eligible for appoint- 
ment a8 CL innen, Vice-Chairmen or Rapporteurs of committees or 
for seats in the General Assembly. 
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L cb-committees 
Rule 104 

Each committee may set up sub-committees, which Shall elect 
their own officers. 

Rule 105 [94] 
Each committee shall elect its own Chairman, Vice-Chairman 

and Rapporteur. These officers shall be elected on the basis of equitable 
geographical distribution, experience and personal competence. These 
elections shall be held by secret ballot. 

The Ckairrrlan of a Mai>l Contmiflce shrill tml vote 

Rule 106 [37] 
The Chairman of a Main Committee shall not vote but another 

member of his delegation may vote in his place. 

Absence of oficers 
Rule 107 [3234] 
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If the Chairman finds it necessary to be absent during a meeting 
or any part thereof, the Vice-Chairman shall take his place. A Vice- 
Chairman acting as Chairman shall have the same powers and duties 
as the Chairman. If any officer of the committee is unable to perform 
his functions, a ntw officer shall be elected for the unexpired term. 

Funclions of the Chairnlnn 
Rule 108 [35] 

The Chairman shall declare ihe opening and closing of each 
meeting of the committee, shall direct its discussions, ensure observance 
of these rules, accord the right to speak, put questions and announce 
decisions. He shall rule on points of order and, subject to these rules, 
shall have complete control of the proceedings of the committee and 
over the maintenance of order at its meetings. The Chairman may, in 
the course of the discussion of an item, propose to the committee the 
limitation of the time to be allowed to speakers, the limitation of the 
number of times each representative may speak on any question, the 
closure of the list of speakers or the closure of the debate. He may 
also propose the suspension or the adjournment of the meeting or the 
adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion, 

Rule 109 [36] 
The Chairman, in the exercise of his functions, remains under 

the authority of the committee. 

CONDUCT OF BUSINFSS 
Quorum 

Rule 110 [69] 
One third of the members of a committee shall constitute a quorum. 



The presence of a majority of the members of the committee is, however, 
required for a question to be put to the vote. 

Speeches 
RuIe 111 [70] 

No representative may address the committee without having 
previously obtained the permission of the Chairman. The Chairman 
shall call upon speakers in the order in which they signif their desire 
to speak. Th,c Chairman may call a speaker to order I his remarks -r 
are not relevant to the subject under discussion. 

Precedence 
RuIe 112 [71] 

The Chairman and the Rapportcur of a committee or sub-committee 
ma< be accorded precedence for the purpose of explaining the conclusion 
arrived at by their committee or sub-committee. 

Statements by the Secretariat 

Rule 113 [72] 
The Secretary-General, or a member of the Secretariat designated 

by him as his representative, may, at any time, make either oral or 
written statements to any committee or sub-committee concerning any 
question under consideration by it. 

Points of mder 
RuIe 114 [75] 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may rise 
to a point of order, and the point of order shall be immediately decided 
by the Chairman in accordance with the rules of procedure. ,A repre- 
sentative may appeal against the ruling of the Chairman. The appeal 
shall be itnmediately put to the vote and the Chairman’s ruling shall 
stand unless overruled by a majority of the members present and 
voting. A representative rising to a point of order may not speak on 
the substance of the matter under discussion. 

Time limit on speeches 
Rule 115 1741 

The committee may limit the time to be allowed to each speaker 
and the number of times each representative may speak one any question, 
When the debate is limited and a representative has spoken his allotted 
time, the Chairman shall call him to order without delay. 

Closing of lisb of speakers 
Rde 116 [75] 

During the course of a debate the Chairman may announce the 
list of speakers and, with the consent of, the committee, declare the 
FacFsed. He may, however, accord the rl 
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Adjournment of debate 
Rule 117 [76] 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move 
the adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion. In ad&ion 
to the proposer of the motion, two representatives may speak in favour 
of, and two against, the motion, after which the motion shall -be 
immediately put to the vote. The Chairman may limit the time to be 
allowed to speakers under this rule. 

Closure of debate 
Rule 118 [77] 

A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate 
on the item under discussion, whether or not any other representative 
has signified his wish to speak. Permission to speak on the closure of 
the debaf.e shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the closure, 
after w’G& the motion shall be immediately put to the vote. If  the 
committee is in favour of the closure, the Chairman shall declare the 
closure of the debate. The Chairman may limit the time to be allowed 
to speakers under this rule. 

Suspension or adjournment of the meeting 
Rule 119 [78] 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move 
the suspension or the adjournment of the meeting. Such motions shall 
not be debated, but shall be immediately put to the vote. The Chair. 
man may limit the time to be allowed to the speaker moving the 
suspension or adjournment of the meeting. 

Order of procedural n:otions 
Rule 120 1791 

Subject to rule 114, the following motions shall have prcccdcncc 
in the following order over all other proposals or motions before the 
meeting : 

(a) To suspend the meeting; 
(I) To adjourn the meeting; 
(c) To adjourn the debate on the item undtr discussion; 
(d) For the closure of the debate on the item under discussion 

Proposals and amendments 

Rule 121 [WI] 

Proposals and amendments shall normally be introduced in writin 
and handed to the Secretary-General, who shall circulate co 
delegations. As a general rule, no proposal shall be discussc B 

ies to thl 

the vote et an 
or put tc 

meeting of the committee unless copies of it have bcec 
circulated to a I detegatlons not later than the day preceding the meeting r 
The Chairman may, however, permit the discussion and consideration 
of amendments, or of motions as to procedure, even though there ammd 
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ments and motions have not been circul;:ted or have only been circulated 
the same day. 

D~cirions on compefrnce 
Rule 122 [81] 

Subject to rule 120, any motion calling for a decision on the com- 
netencc of the General Assembly or the committc’e to adopt a proposal 
submitted to it shall be put to the vote before a vote is taken on the 
proposal in question. 

Withdrawal of trlofions 
Rule 123 1821 

A motion may be withdrawn bv its proposer at any time before 
voting on it has commenced, provided that the motion has not been 
amended. A motion which has thus hecn withdrabvn may he reintroduced 
by any member. 

Reconsideralion of Proposnls 
Rule 124 [83] 

When a proposal has been adopted or rejected it may not be recon- 
sidered at the snme session unless the committee, by a two-thirds 
majority of the members present and voting, so decides. Permission to 
speak on a motion to reconsider shall be accorded only to two speakers 
opposing the motion, after which it shall be immediately put to the vote. 

VorI!iC 

Vofing righfs 
Rule 125 [84] 

Each member of the committee shall have one vote. 

Majority reqrked 
Rule 126, [87] 

Decisions in the committees of the Gcncral Assembly shall be made 
by a majority of the members present and voting. 

Meaning of fhe expression “members prpsenl and voting” 

Rule 127 [88] 
For the purposes of these rules, the phrase “members present and 

voting” means members casting an affirmative or negative vote. Mem- 
bers who abstain from voting are considered as not voting. 

M&hod of voting 

Rule 128 [89] 

(a) The committee shall normally vote by show of hands or b 
Itanding, but any representative may request a roil-call. The roll-ca 1 r 
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shall be taken in tte English alphabetical order of the names of the 
members, beginning with the member whose name is drawn by lot by 
the Chairman. The name of each member shall he called in any roll-call 
and he shall reply “yes”, “no” or “abstention”. The result of the voting 
shall I;e inser’ed in the record in the English alphabetical order of the 
names of the members. 

(b) When the committee votes b mechanical means, a non- 
recorded vote shall re lace a vote by 
aud a recorded vote s all t: 

s ow of hands or by standing K 
replace a roll-call vote. Any representative 

may request a recorded vo\:*. In the case of a recorded vote, the com- 
mittee shall, unless a representative requests otherwise. dispense with 
the procedure of calling out the names of the members; nevertheless, 
the result of the voting shall he inserted in the record in the same 
manner as that of a roll-call vote. 

Conduct during voting 
RuIa 129 [901 

After the Chairman has announced the beginning of voting, no 
representative shall interrupt the voting except on a point of order in 
connexion with the actual conduct of the voting. The Chairman may 
permit members to explain their votes, either before or after the vo$ng, 
except when the vote 1s taken bv secret ballot. The Chairman may hnut 
the time to be allowed for sucfi’explanations. The Chairman shall not 
permit the proposer of a proposal or of an amendment to explain his 
vote on his own proposal or amendment. 

DiGon of proposals and amendments 

Rule 130 [91] 
A representative may move that parts of a proposal or of an 

amendment shall be voted on separately. I f  objection is made to the 
rquert for division, the motion for division shall be voted u n. Per- 
mission to s r 
speakers in avour and two speakers against. I f  the motion for division p” 

k on the motion for division shall be given on y  to two 

is carried, those parts of the proposal or of the amendment which are 
subsequently approved shall be put to the vote as a whole. If  all o ra- 
tive parts of the proposal or of the amendment have been rejecte 8” , the 
proposal or the amendmect shall be considered to have been rejected as 
a whole. 

Voting 00 ommdmnts 
RuIe 131 1921 

When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall 
be voted on first. When two or more amendments are moved to a pro- 
posaI, the committee shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed 
m substance from the original proposal and then on the amendment 
next furthest removed therefrom, and so on, until aI the amend 

ale 
ents 

have ken put to the vote. Where, however, the adoption of one end- 
merit necessaril implies the rejection of another amendment, the latter 
adment alaa 1 not be put to the vote. If  one or more amendments are r 
40pted, the amen&d proporol shall than be voted upon. A motion ir 



considered an amendment to a proposal if it merely adds to, deletes from 
or revises part of that proposal. 

Voting on proposals 
Rule 132 [93] 

I f  txo or more proposals relate to the same question, a committee 
shall, unless it decides otherwise, vote on the proposals in the srder in 
which they have been submitted, A committee may, after each vote on 
: proposal, decide whether to vote on the next proposal. 

Eleitions 
Rllle 133 [95] 

When only one person or Member is to be elected and no candidate 
obtains in the first dlot themajority required, a second ballot shall be 
taken, which shall be restricted to the two candidates obtaining the 
largest number of votes. If  in the second ballot the votes are equally 
ilivided, and a majority is rqui ed, the Chairman shall decide between 
the candidates by drawing lots. 

Equally divided votes 
Rule 134 [97] 

I f  IL vote is equal1 divided on matters other than elections, the 
proposal bhall bt regar B ed F 2 rt iected. 

XIV. ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

Applications 
lllde 13s 

Any State which desires to become a Member of the United Nations 
shall submit an. ap,,!ication to the Secretary-General. This apphcation 
ahall contain a declaration, made in a.formal instrument, that it accepts 
the obligations containcci in the Charter. 

Nolificatbn of Jpplicatbns 
Rule 136 

The Secretary-&era1 shall send for information a copy of the 
a Jication tr the General Asw-+,bly, or to the Members of the United 
F atmu if the General As.semb$ is not in session. 

CWwalion and deckian by thr Genual Assembly 
Rule 137 
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RaIe 138 
I f  the Security Council does not recommend the applicant State 

for membership or postpones the consideration of the applicatiop, the 
General Assembly may, after full consideration of the special re ort of 
the Security Council, send back the application to the Security ouncil, 3 
together wtth a full record of the discussion in the General Assembly, 
for further consideration and recommendation or report, 

Notification of decision and eflactiue date of mambrrrship 

Rule 139 
The Secretary-General shall inform the applicant State of the deci- 

sion of the General Assembly. If  the application is approved, mcmber- 
ship will become effective on the date on which the General Assembly 
takes its decision on the application. 

XV. ELECTIONS TO PRINCIPAL ORGANS 

GBNBBAL PROVISIONS 
Term of oficr 

Rule 140 
Except as provided in rule 148, the term of office of members 0:’ 

Councils shall begin on 1 Janua following their election by the General 
Assembly, and shall end on 31 x ecember following the election of their 
succedsors. 

By-drc%nu 
Rtile 141 

Should a member tear: to belong to a Council before its term of 
office expires, a by-election shall be held se rately at the next session 
of the General Asembly to elect a member or the unexpired tam. r 

APPOINTMENT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Appointnwnt of the Secretary-Ccnetd 

Rale 142 
When the Security Council has submitted its recommendation on 

the a pointmeat of the Secreta -General, the General Assembly shall 
cona er the recommendation an 3 vote upon it by secret ballot in private ‘;r 
meeting. 

!%CURlTY COUNCIL 
Asnnd oltctkw 

Bale 143'0 
The General Assembly shrill each year, in the course of its regular 

*grab booorl directly on a providoa of the Charter (Artkb 2I, prurqrl~ 2, 
08 ammdd u&r Gale801 Aonmbly rooolatian 1991 A (XVIII)). 
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session, elect five non-permanent members of the Security Council for 
a term of two years.” 

Qualifications for membership 

Rule 1441a 

In the election of non-permanent members of the Security Couiici!, 
in accordance with Article 23, paragraph 1, of the Charter! due regard 
shall be specially paid, in the first instance, to the contribution of Mem- 
bers of the United Nations to the maintenance of international peace 
and security and to the other purposes of the Organization, and also to 
equitable geographical Gtribution. 

Re-eligibilily 
Rule 145’” 

A retiring .member of the Security Council shall not be eligible 
for immediate re-election. 

ECONOMIC AND Socxa~ COUNCIL 

Annd elections 
Rule 146” 

The General Assembly shall ench year, in the course of its regular 
session, elect nine members of the Economic and Social Council for a 
term of three years’s 

11 Under paragraph 3 of resolution 199i A (XVIII) of 17 December 1% 
the General Assembly decided that: 

“the ten nun- mwent members ot the Security Council shall be elected 
according to t R e following pattern: 

“(a) Five from Africa” and Asian States; 
“(b) One from Eastern European States; 
“(c) Two from Latin American States; 
“(d) Two from Western Europ+m and other States.” 

12 Rule based directly on P provision of the Charter (Article 23, wragraph I). 
‘a Rule reproducing textually a provision of the Charter (Article 23, para- 

granh 2, iart sentence). 
1’ Rule baled directly on a provision of the Charter (Article 61, para- 

graph 2, as amcrw’ed under General Assembly resolution 1991 B (XVIII)). 

the &:%Is. 
ragraph 3 of resolution 1991 B (XVIII) of 17 December 1963, 

awnbl decided that, “without prejudice to the resent distribu- 
tion of seats in the 

yE 
conomic and Social Council, the nine ad ttaonal members 6. 

Ml be ckcted according to the follownag pattern: (0) seven firm African 
wd Atian State,; (b one from Latin Anwiun Statcr; (c) one from Water” 
Ruropcm and other I tates”. In the Hght of the effect given to that para#rrph 
by the Gcnerrl Awembly at its twentieth sewion. the mrmbern of the Economic 
and Sock1 Council are elected according to the following pattern: 

(a) Twelve from Afrkln al Alian Stater; 
(b) Three from Eantem European States; 
(c) Ffve front l&in Anwrknn States; 

(19) Seven from Western Europan and other St&l. 
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Re-eligibilily 
Rule 147'" 

A retiring member of the Economic and Social Council shall be 
eligible for immediate re-election. 

TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL 

Occasions for elections 
Rule 148 

When a Trusteeship Agreement has been approved and a Member 
of the United Nations has become an Administering Authority of a 
Trust Territory in accordance with Article 83 or 85 of the Charter, 
the General Assembly shall proceed to such election or elections to the 
Trusteeship Council as may be necessary, in accordance with Article 86. 
A Member or Members elected at any such election at a regular session 
shall take office immediately U~LZ their election and shall complete their 

terms in accordance with the provisions of rule 140! as if ‘they had 
begun their terms of office on 1 January following thetr election. 

Term of o&e and re-eligibility 
Rule 149" 

A non-administering member of the Trusteeship Council shall be 
elected for a term of three years and shall be eligible for immediate re- 
election. 

Vacancies 
RuIe 150 

At each session the General Assembly shall, in accordance with 
Article 86 of the Charter, elect members to fill any vacancies. 

INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

Method of election 
Rule 151 

The election of the members of the International Court of Justice 
shall take place in accordance with the Statute of the Court. 

Rale 152 
Any meeting of the General Assembly held in pursuance of the 

Statute of the International Court of Justice for the purpose of the elec- 
tion of members of the Court shall continue until 01 many candidates 
as are required .for all the seats to be filled have obtained in one or more 
ballots an absohlte majority of votes. 

‘*Rule reprcducm# textually a provision of the Charter (Artkk 61, pera- 
mph 2, Iart eeotenee). 

l?Rulc based, dlrcctl~ on a provIsion of the Charter (ArMe C6, parti 
mph 1 e). 
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XVI. ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY QUESTIONS 

Regulations for firancial odnrinislration 

Rule 153 
The General Assembly shall establish regulations for the financial 

administration of the United Nations. 

Estimates of expendilures 
R&154 

No resolution involving expenditure shall be recommended by a 
committee for approval by the General Assembly unless it is accom- 
petzd b 

Kr 
an estcyate. of expenditure? prepared by the Secretary- 

0 resolutton m res 
by the Secretary-General r 

t of which expenditures are antlclpated 
sh 1 be voted by the General Assembly until 

the Administrative and Budgetary Committee has had an opportunity 
of stating the effect of the proposal upon the budget estimates of the 
United Nations. 

information on thr cosl of resoWon.+ 

Rde 156 
The Secretary-General shall keep all commk?ees informed of the 

detailed estimated cost of all resolutions which have been recommended 
by the committees for approval by the General Assembly. 

ADVKORY COMMITTEE ON ADMINXSTM~ AND BUDCETAW QUETIONS 

A~@intmem~ 
Rule 156 

The General Assembly shalj apent an Advisory Committee on 
Administrative. and Budgetary Questions (hereinafter called the “Ad- 
visory Committee”), with a membership of twelve, ill&ding at least 
three fin&~&I experts of recognized standing. 

composition 
hale 157 

The members of the Advisory Committee, no two of whom shall be 
nationals of the same State, shall be selected on the basis of broad 

phi4 
:a? 

npresenbation, perronal qualifications and l xparience, and 
serve for *rec. years cortq ndin to three financial years, as 

defined in the regulations for the nanc riaf admini#ration of the United 
Nationr. Members shall retire by rotation and shall be eliiible for reap- 

v  
ntme& The three financial experta shall not retire pmultaneously. 

‘he General Assanbl shall appoint the members of the Advisory 
Cummittee at the r 4 r aession immediately preceding the expiration 
of the term of office of the members, or, in care of vacancies, at the 
next #eMion. 
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Fmctions 
Rule 158 

The Advisory Committee shall be responsible for expert examina- 
tion of the budget of the United Nations and shall assist the Admin- 
istrative and Budgetary Committee of the General Assembly. At the 
commencement of each regular session it shall submit to the General 
Assembly a detailed report on the budget for the next financial year 
and on the accounts of the last financial year. It shall also examine on 
behalf of the General Assembly the administrative budgets of specialized 
agencies and proposals for financial and budgetary arrangements with 
such agencies, It shall perform such other duties as may be assigned 
to it under the regulations for the financial administration of the 
Unitetl Nations. 

Appointment 
COMMITKEE OK CONTRIRUTIONS 

Rule 159 
The General Assembly shall appoint an expert Committee on 

Contributions, consisting of ten members, 

Composition 
Rule 160 

The members of the Committee on Contributions, no two of whom 
shall be nationals of the same State, shall be selected on the basis of 
broad geogra hical representation, personal qualifications .md experi- 
ence, and sha I serve for a period of three years corresponding to three P 
financial years, as defined in the regulations for the financial admin- 
istration of the United Nations. Members shall retire by rotation and 
shall be eligible for reappointment. The General Assembly shall appoint 
the members of the’ Committee on Contributions at the regular session 
immediately preceding the expiration of the term of office of tt:e mem- 
bers, or, in case of vacancies, at the next session, 

Functions 
Rule 161 

The Committee on Contributions shall advise the General Assembly 
concerning the apportionment, under Article 17, paragra h 
Charter, of the expenses of the 0,ganization among Mem g 

2, of the 

accordin 
ers, 

to co city to 
broadly 

by the 
ay. The solIe of assessments, when once fixed 

Ep” P enera Assemb y, shall not be subject to a general revision 
for at least three years, unless it is clear that there have been substan- 
tial changes in relative capacities to pay, The Committee shall also 
PdViae the General Aaaernbly on the aaaeasmentr to be fixed for new 
Menherr, on appeals by Members for a change of aaaeaamenta, and on 
the a&on to be taken with regard to the apylieation of Article 19 of 
the Charter. 
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XVII. SUBSIDIARY ORGANS OF THE GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY 

Creation and rules of procedure 

Rule 162 
The General Assembly may establish such subsidiary organs 

aa it deema neceaaary for the performance of its functions.ls The 
rules relating to the procedure of committees of the General As- 

Recommend 

sembly, as well as rules 45 and 62, shall apply to the procedure of 
any subsidiary organ, unless the General Assembly or the sub- CONSmRATlC 
sidiary organ decides otherwise. NECOTlAT 

XVIII. INTERPRETATION AND AMENDMENTS 

Notes in italics 
Rule 163 

The description of the rules in the table of contents and the notes 
in italics to these rules shall be disregarded in the interoretation of the 

Method of amendment 
Rule 164 

These rules of procedure may be amended by a decision of the 
General Assembly taken by a majority of the Members present and 
voting, after a committee has reported on the proposed amendment. 

t”Rule reproducing textually a provision of the Charler (Article 22). 

undertake P 
them in a b! 
mitted to it. 
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ANNEX I’ 

Recommendatlon~ rind atgw4oas of the Special Committee am Msthodr 
and Proceduren approved by the General Amamblyb 

13. The Special Committee found that in the past some of the Main Com- 
mittees of the General Assembly had devoted a pvticularly large number of meet- 
ings to the detailed consideratkm, article by article, of texts of international con- 
ventlons. This was even the case where the text of a convention had been drawn 
up by an international conference on which all Member States had been re- 
presented. It was pointed out in this connexion that experience had shown that 
a Main Committee, by the very fact of its sire, was not particularly fitted to draft 
conventions, and that when it was entrusted with the detailed study of conven- 
tions, it often did not have time to deal satisfactorily with the other questions 
for which it was responsible. 

The Special Committee rccognizes the importance of the sponsorship of con- 
ventions by the General Assembly. It believes that the authority of the General 
Assembly and the powerful influence its debates have on public opinion should, 
in many cases, be used for the benefit of international cooperation. It therefore 
favours the retention by the General Assembly of the necessary freedom nf action. 

The Special Committee therefore conlines itself to recommending that when 
conventions have been negotiated by international conferences in which all the 
Members of the United Nations have been invited to take art, and on which 
they have been represented, not only by experts acting in a personal capacity but 
b) representatives of Governments, and when these conventions are rubrquently 
submitted to the General Assembly for consideration, the Assembly should not 
undertake a further detailed examination, but should limit itself to discussing 
them in a broad manner and to giving its general views on t!te instruments sub- 
mitted to it. After such a debate, the Cvleral Assembly could, if desirable, adopt 

. By resolution 362 (IV) of 22 October 1949, the General Assembly approved 
various recommendations and suggestions of a Special Committee on Methods and 
Procedures which had been established under resolulion 271 (III) of 29 April 
1949, The General Assembly considered these recommendations and suggestions 
“worthy of consideration by the General Assembly and it, committees,” and re- 
quested the Secretar -General “to prepare a document embodying the above- 
mentioned recommen attons and suggestions in convenient form for use by the 8. 
General Gxnmittec and the delenations of Member States in the General Aoem- 

of this rqu&t, the recommendations and suggestions of the 
mtttee. as set forth in annex II to resolution 362 (IV), have been 

reproduced in this annex. 
aThe paragra h numbers refer to paragraphs of the report of the Special 

Committee. The fu I text of the report may be found in the OIcial Rrcordr of the Y 
G8nrral As~nnbly. Fo~~rrh Serrioa, Supplrmenl No. 12, document A/937. Sub-titles 
as well as words In square brackets and footnotes have ken inserted by the Sec- 
retarlet for convenisnce of reference. 

33 



the conclusions reached by the conferences and recommend to Members the ac- 
ceptance or ratification of such conventions. 

This procedure might be applied in particular to conventions submitted to the 
General Assembly as a result of conferences of all Member States convened by 
the Economic and Social Council under Article 62, paragraph 4, of the Charter. 

14. Furthermore, when it is proposed that the General Assembly should con- 
sider conventions prepared by groups of experts not acting as governmental rcprc- 
scntatives, or by conferences in which not all Members of the United Nations 
have been invited to take part, it would bc advisable for the General Committee 
and the General Assembly to determine whether one of the Main Committees, 
especially the Legal Committee, would have enough time during the session to 
examine these conventions in detail, or whether it w6uld bc possible to set up an 
ad . !mc committee to undertake this study during the session. 

‘rf this is not possible, the Special Committee recommends that the General 
Assembly should decide, after or without a general debate on the fundamental 
principles of the proposed convention, that an ad hoc committee should be estab- 
lished to meet between sessions. Altcrnativelv. the General Assemblv might decide 
to convene * conference of plcnipot~utiarics~‘Letwcsn two of its own s&ions, to 
study, negotiate, draft, and possibly .sign, the convention. The conference of 
plenipotentiaries might be empowered by the General Assembly to transmit the 
instrument9 directly to Governments for acceptance or ratification. In this case 
too, the General Assembly might, at a subsqucnt session, express its general 
opinion on the convention resulting from the confcrcnce, and might recommend 
to Members its acceptance or ratiiication. 

With regard to the drafting of legal texts, the Special Committee strongly 
recommends that small drafting committees should bc resorted to whenever 
poarible. 

MUT'INOS OF THE GLNSCAL COMWTTEC AND OF rar MAIN Covxmccs 

2(~. In ordn that more frequent meetings if the General Committee should 
not delay the work of plenary and committee meetings, the Special Committee 
wishes to mention that it would be desirable ior the General Committee to bc 
enabled to meet, whenever necessary, at the same time as the plenary or the Main 
Committees. (In such cases, one of the Vice-Presidents could take the chair ‘at 
plenary meetings ar;d the Vice-Chairman could replace the Chairman at Main 
Committee meclings.) 

The Special Commit& also considers that, in order to rave time at the bcgin- 
.ning of the session, some of the Main Committees should not wait until the end 
of the general debate before starting their work. 

h."XATION 01 AGSNDA llEH8 TO THE hfAlN CW.tMI~ttC,, 

22. In the past, some of the Main Committees have been allocated more itcmr 
rquiring prolonged consideration than have others. This has es~cially been the 
EIK for the First Committee. The Snccial Committee noted. however. that. durinr 
the third session of the General As&mbly, exception had been made to the prht- 
cipk laid down in rule 69,e that “items relating to the same category of subjects 

’ Ritk 99 of the ptesent rules. 
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abe11 be referred to the committee or committees daling with that category of 
subjects”. 

The Special Committee feels that the allocation of items to committees might 
be effected in a less rigid manner and that questions which may be corhidcred es 
falling within the competence of two or more committees, should preferably k 
referred to the committee with the Lahtest agenda. 

23. Another mrans of lightening the tesk of any given Main Gmmittee would 
be to consider directly in the plenary meeting, without preliminary reference to 
committee, certain quwtiotu which fall within the terms of reference of the Main 
Committee. This procedure would, moreover, have the great advantage of reduc- 
ing toe notable extent repetition of dehte. 

It is felt that the amount of time saved by this method would be considerable, 
especially if the Main Committee end plenary meetings could be held conctxrently. 

If the Main Committee could not meet at the same time es the plenary meet- 
ing, the fact that the Committee was not meeting would enable another Main Can- 
mittee to meet in its place. 

The consideration of questions in plenery meetings would have the benefit of 
the attendance of leaders of delegations end of greater solemnity end publicity. 
The slightly higher cost to the United Nations of plenary meetings, due in per- 
tic&r to the distribution of verbatim records of the meetings, would undoubtedly 
L compenaatal by the shorter duration of the session. 

The General Committee would be responsible for suggesting to the Genenl 
Assembly which items on the agenda might be dealt with in this menner. The 
Special Committee recommends that this method should be introduced on en ex- 
perimental bpris et future sessions. 

The Speciel Committee is of the opinion that this procedure would k espe- 
cially epproprirte for certain questions the essential aspects of which ere already 
familiar to Members, such es items which heve bun contidered by the Gene4 
Assembly at previous sessions and which do not rquire either the presence of 
representatives of non-member States or the hearing of testimony. 

Tar IOU 01 TAL Pecsmctir o, 111~ GENUAL ASSLYILY, o, ~EIE CENW~N oc 

39. At this point the Specie1 Gnnmittee desire8 to etresr once more the im- 
PGrhnce of the role of the President of the Generel Asrembly end o! the aulr- 
men of canmittcu. The rtitfectory progrerr of the proceedinKs depends eeeen. 
twly on their competence, l uthority, tect end imputielity, t?nlr reget for the 
rirhtr both of minorities u well ee majorities, end their fw.dlluity with the rulee 
Of Pmcedure. The General Aseembly. or the committee, u the cate mey be, ie the 
lwtcr of the conduet of its own proceedinga. It ie, however, the ape&l teak of 
UN hhun to guide the proceedinga of these bodir in the beat intereats of 31 
th8 matb8r8. 

The Special Committee consldera thet averything possible should be dome to 
MP chrimten In the discharge of thece importent func&ms. The P&dent of the 
hml Atwnbly and the General Committee should udct tha Chairmen of cam. 
mltrccr with their advIa. The Seem&y-Geaerel cheuld pIea b& ape&rim & 
dl hlr uuborlty rt the& df8pod. 



The Special Committee is happy to note the Secretariat’s valuable practice of 
holding daily meetings of the committee secretaries, under the chairmanship of 
the Executive Assistant to the Secretary-Generai, where the procedural questions 
arising from day to day in the General Assembly and committees are thoroughly 
examined. Furthermore, the Special Committee stresses the value of having, as 
in the past, a legal adviser for the Secretariat in attendance at meetings to give 
the Chairmen of the committees such advice as they need for the conduct of their 
business and the interpretation of the rules of procedure. 



I. Rtcommtnds: 

(a) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a recommcndftioli 
to the General Assembly to rquest an advisory opinion from the InternntKmal 
Court of Justice, the matter may, at some appropriate stage of its consideration 
by that Committee, be referred to the Sixth Cinnmittn for advice on the Jegal 
aspects and on the drafting o! the rquest, or the Gmmi;iee concerned may pro- 
pose that the matter should bc considered by a joint Committee of itself and the 
Sixth Committee ; 

(b) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a recommendation 
to the Ceoeral Assembly to refer a matter to the International Law Commission, 
the Cixnmittee may, at some appropriate stage of its consideration, consult the 
Sixth Committee as to the advisability of such a rcfercnce and on its draftiru; 

(c) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a recommendation 
for the adoption by the General Assembly of any amendent to the rules of procc- 
dare of the General Assembly, the matter shall, at some appropriate stage of its 
amsideration by that Committee, k referred to the Sixth Committee for advice 
on the drafting of such ameodment and of any consequential amendment ; 

(d) That, when a Committee considers the legal aspects of a question im- 
portant, the Committee should refer it for legal advice to the Sixth Committee 
or propme that the quertion should be considered by a joint Canmittcc of itself 
and the Sixth Committee. 



1 1 _ 

Po?‘t 2 

19. As to the first of those problems [namely, the allocation of agenda items 
to the Main Committees by the General Assembly at the outset of each session], 
the Special Committee recalled that rule 97~ of the rules of procedure of the 
General Assembly provided that “Items relating to the same category of subjects 
shall be referred to the committee or committees dealing with that category of 
subjects . . .“. It also noted that a recommendation of the Special Committee on 
Metids and Procedures, approved by the General Assembly in resolution 362 
(IV) of 22 October 1949 and arrncxed to the rules of procedure, provided that 

4. 
1 *  .  questions which may be considered as falling within the com&tence of two 

or more committees should preferably be referred to the committee with the 
lightest agenda”, 

20. In view of those provisions, the present Special Committee did not find 
It necessary to make any formal recommendation on the allocation of age”& 
items at the opening of each session. It was confident that the General Committee, 
in making recommendations to the General Assembly-o” the distribution of agenda 
Items, would continue to bear in mind the Sjxth Committee’s function, loid down 
in the rule 994 of the rules of procedure, as the Legal Committee. 

29. During the course of the discussion [on the question of the drafting of 
complex legal instruments such as international agreements, statutes of tribunals, 
etc.] it was pointed out that the Special Committee on Methods and Procedures, 
in paragraphs 13 and 14 of its report, approved by General Assembly resolution 
362 (I\‘) cf 22 October 1949 and nnnexed to the rules of procedure,* made certain 
recommendations concerning the drafting of conventions, and concluded: “Wth 
regard to the drafting of legal texts, the Special Committee strongly recommends 
that small drafting committees should be resorted to whenever possible”. 

30. The Special Committee was in complete agreement with these recorn- 
mendatbns and, in view of their previous approval by the General Assembly, did 
not find it necessary to adopt a new iiravision on the subject. However, the 
Special Committee considered it desirable that that point should be reaffirmed 
in its report. On that understanding the United Kingdom withdrew its draft 
p*OpOMlf 

Q Rule 99 of the present rulea. 
o Rule 101 of the ptuent rules. 
l See page 33. 
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35. In addition to the above proposals, the United Kingdom submitted a draft 
(A/AC.6O/L.22) which provided for periodic meetings of the rapporteurs of 
Committees with the competent officials of the Secretariat to establish, in so far 
as practicable, common methods of drafting and to ensure that in general tbc 
drafting of resolutions was satisfactory from the point of view of style, form and 
the use of technical terms. 

56. It was pointed out that there might be certain practical difficulties in 
arranging for periodic meetings of rapporteurs. The Special Committee decided to 
make no formal recommendation on the subject; nevertheless, the Commitlee 
believes that it is desirable that iuformal consult&m should take place from 
time to time between the various rapportcurs and officials of the Secretariat for 
the purpose described in the Unitti Kingdom proposal. 

37. The United Kingdom submitted a draft proposal (A/ACWL.W) sug- 
gcsting that the Secretary-General should be requested to furnish to the General 
Aascmbly an annual report on the matters dealt with by the Special Committee, 
indicating to what extent the Atsembly or its Committees had succeeded during 
the year in realising the objectives aimed at and suggesting any appropriate 
adjustments or improvements in the methods and procedures involved. 

38. During the discussion, the representative of the Secretary-Gaeral recalled 
that the General Assembly, in paragraph 6 of resolution 362 (IV) of 22 October 
1949, had requested the Secretary-General “lo carry out appropriate rtudiu and to 
submit, at such times as he may consider appropriate, suitable proposal& for the 
improvement of the methods and procedures of the General Assembly and ita 
committees. . . . “. It was pointed out that the Secretary-Genera1 was much eon- 
ccrned with imorovinrr the orocedures and methods of the Assembly and that there 
was no need fir i n;w reiolution rquesiing reports on that subject. 

39. The Special Committee agreed that the pointa covered by the United 
Kingdom draft could be included when advisable in rcoorts of the 3ecretarv. 
G&&al under resolution 362 (IV) ; such reports should be submitted at t6c 
appropriate times, and at reasonably frequent intervals. ConsequentI>, the United 
Kingdom draft was withdrawn, and the Committee makes no formal recommendr- 
lion on the subject. 

or instruments to which the United Nations as an Organisation is to be a 
PLIzy.” 
#Proposal by El Salvador (A/AC.WL.ZO) which was withdrawn in favour 

of a revised text (A/AC.bO/L.2O/Rev.l) inrorporrting amendments by the United 
Kingdom (A/AC.60&?1), Belgium and Egypt. This revised text, which was 
wwdcd as follows, was included in the recommendations of the Spa&l Committee 
to the General Assembly : 

‘I(e) That, normally, the Chairman of a Committee, shall, at the appro- 
priate time, call upon the Vice-Chairman and the Rapporteur fo oin him for 
the purpose of proxedim . in consultation with the competent 

tt 
OfL Is of the 

Secretariat, to examine e draft resolutions from the point of view of atylc, 
form and the use of technical terms, and, when appropriate, to ruggest to the 
hmittec such changes as they deem necessary. 



ANNEX III’ 

Procedure for the axnmination of reports and pc~iions relatinc to the 
Territory of South Wcat Africa 

Special rule ;I: The General Asremhly shall receive amually from the 
Committee on South West Africa the report on South West Africa submitted to 
the Committee by the Union of South Africa (or a report on conditions in the 
Territory of South N’est Africa prepared by the Committee in accordance with 
paragraph 12 (c) of General Assembly resolution 749 A (VIII)), together with 
the observations of the Committee on the report as well as the comments of the 
duly authorized representative of the Union of South Africa, should that Govern- 
ment decide to follow the General Assembly’s recommendation and appoint such 
a representative. 

Specid rule E: The General Assembly shall, as a rule, be guided by the 
observations of the Contmittec on South West Africa and shall base its conclu- 
siotu, as far as possible, on the Committee’s observations. 

Sp6ciof rule C: The General Assembly shall receive annually from the Com- 
mittee on South West Africa a rrpwt with regard to petitions submitted to it. 
The summary records of the meetings at which the petitions were discussed shall 
be attached. 

Sptciol tube D: The General Assembly shall, as a rule, be guided by the 
conclusiona of the Committee on South West Africa and shall base its own 
conclusions, ac far as possible, on the conclusions of the Committee. 

Special rule E: Having regard to rule 62 of the rules of procedure of tha 
General Assembly, meetings at which decisions concerning persons are considered 
shall be held in private. 

Sprriof r& P: Decisions of the General Assembly on questions relating to 
reports and petitions concerning the Territory of South West Africa shall be 
regarded as important quwtions within the meaning of Article 18, paragraph 2, 
of the Charter of the United Nations. 

a See resolution 844 (IX) of 11 October 1954. 
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ANNEX IV 

RESOLUTION 1898 (XVIII) ADOPIED BY THE GBN~RAL ASSEMBLY 
AT ITS 1255~~ PLENARY MELTING, ON 11 NOVEMBER I%3 

The Cenrrol Assembly, 

Recoiling with opfirecioria the initiative taken by the President of tile sixteenth 
session of the General Assembly ia his “xlnorandum of 26 April 1962 o” the 
methods of work of the Assembly,’ 

Recalling its decision of 30 October 1962 establishing the Ad Hoc Committee 
on the Improvement of the Methods of Stork of the General Assembly and its 
resolution 1845 (XVII) of I9 December 1962, by which it decided to continue the 
Committee, 

Ilaviug cowidered the report submitted by the Ad Hoc Committee in pur- 
suance of the above-tnentioned resolution,b 

Concerned hcwver to avoid reducing in any way the possibilities for action 
available to the General Assembly under the Charter of the United Nations and 
the rules of procedure oi the Assembly, 

Cowinced that it is in the interests of the Organiration and of Member States 
that the work of the Gmetal Assembly should be carried out as efficiently and 
expeditiously as possible and that, save in quite exceptional cases, the duration 
of regular sessions should “ot exceed thirtee” weeks, 

Takes nofe of the observations contained in the report of the Ad Hoc Com- 
mittee on the Improvement of the Methods of Work of the General Assembly and 
approves the recommendations submitted by the Complittee, in particular those 
which provide that: 

(a) The President of the General Assembly should make every effort to ensure 
that the general debate proceeds in a methodical and regular manner, and rhould 
close the list of speakers, with the coosent of the Assembly, as soon as he con- 
siders it feasible; 

(b) All the Main Committees, except the First Committee! should begin 
their work not later than two working days after they-have received the list of 
agenda items referred to them by the General Assembly; 

(c) The First Committee should meet as soon as possible to organire its work, 
determine the order of discussion of the items allocated to it and start the sys- 
tematic consideration of its agenda; at the beginning of the se&x~, such meetings 
might be held when there is an interruption in the general debate; later, plenary 

‘Oficial Records oj the Grnrrol Assetnbly, Srvtnteenth Se~sicm, Anncxrr, 
WII& item 26, document A/5123. 

bIbid., Ei$hlaMh Srrrion, Anrcxrr, agenda Item 25, document A/3423. 
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meetings might be held during one part of the day, the other part being reserved 
for the First Committee, thus enabling the Committee to proceed with its regular 
work as soon as possible after the opening of the session; 

(d) Fmch of the Main Committees should estabiirh its programme of work 
as soon as possible, including the approximate dates on. which it will consider 
the variour items referred tc it and the date on which it proposes to conclude its 
work, on the understanding that this programme will be transmitted to the 
Gneral Committee to enable it to make such recommendations as ‘t may deem 
relevant, including, when the General Committee considers it appropriate, recom- 
mendations as to the dates by which Main Committees should conclude thdr 
work; 

(c) Each of the Main Committees should consider the estabhshment, in the 
circumstances referred to in paragraphs 29 to 32 of the report of the Ad Hoc 
Committee, of sub-committees or working groups of limited size but representa- 
tive’ of its membership, for the purpose of facilitating its work; 

(5) The General Committee should fulfil its functions under rules 40, 41 and 
42 &the rules of procedure and, in particular, make appropriate recommendations 
for furtherinll the progress of. the Assembly and its Committees, in such a way 
as to facilitate ths closing of the session by the date fixed; to this end, the 
General Committee should meet at least once every three weeks; 

(g) Presiding officers should make use of the resources provided by the rules 
of procedure and exercise their prerogatives under -Ides 35 and 108, in order to 
accelerate the work of the Generai Assembly; to that effect they should, brfer &a: 

(i) Open meetings at the scheduled time ; 

(ii) Urge repraeotatives to take the floor in ;he order in which they were 
inscribed on the list of speakers, it being understood that representatives 
prevented from so doing will normally be placed at the end of the list, 
unless they have arranged to change places with other representatives; 

(iii) Apply the rules of procedure in such a way at to ensure the proper 
exercise of the right of reply, explanations of votes and points of order. 
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