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RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Amendment8 aDDrOVed by the General Assembly during its 
twelfth session 

The General Assembly, by resolution 1193 (XR) of 12 December 
1967, deoided to increase the number of Vice-Presidents of the 
Assembly from eight to thirteen and consequently amended rules 31 
and 39 of its rules of procedure to read as follows: 

“Rule 31 
“The General Assembly shall elect a President andthirteen U 

Vice-Presidents, who rhall hold office until the close of the 
session at which they are elected. The Vice-Presidents shall 
be elected, after the election of the Chairmenof the seven Main 
Committees referred to in rule 101, on the basis of ensuring 
the representative character of the General Committee.” 

“Rule 38 
“The General Committee shall comprise the President of the 

General Assembly, who rhall preside, the thirteen Vioe-Presi- 
dents and the Chairmen of the seven MainCommittees. No two 
members of the General Committee shall be members of the 
same delegation, and it shall be so constituted as to enoure its 
representative oharacter. Chairmen of other committees, upon 
which all Members have the right to be represented and which 
are ertsblished by tbs General Assembly to meet during the 
session, shall be entitled to attend meetings of the General 
Committee and may partfolpate wfthout vote in the disoussion.W 

Uh,bdwatto roamwoall(i(liP),IkclaorolA~drddduddbart 
‘I. llm ddrtnn VkcRaldau rhrll lu &c&d accordfqtothe followfttS pattar% 
‘(8) Four repreaetimdvss from AsIan aI African States; 
‘(u One r?presentatlve from an Eastcrn European State: 
‘Q Two reproscntntives from Latin American Stat0s: 
*&I ‘lb reprosontatlves from Westarn European and otbor States: 
‘(g) mve rcpresentatlvos fro111 the permanent members of tbesecurity CouwAl. 
l Z. l’hc region from which tbc Prssldent is electeilwffl. however. redwe by one the 

number of vicbpresldenciea rdlocated in paragraph 1 of tbc present annex, 
l 3. At least one of tho Vice-Prssldonts in categories 0 or (d) alwe. or the Presi- 

dent or one of the Chalrmcn of tba Ma111 CommIttees, will bc lrom P Commo~~woaltb 
counny, without alterlug the geogrophknl dlstrlbudon of B~PUI in the General Com- 
mittee, PB defined In paragraphs 1 and 2 of tbls annex and in paragraph 1 of the 
rosoludon- 

Lltho. In U.N. SS-00X34-Jsnuwy 19.58-7.600 
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INTRODUCTION 

The General Assembly, during its second regular session, adopted, by 
resolution 173 (II) of 17 November 1947, revised rules of procedure replac- 
ing the provisional rules adopted by the General Assembly at its first regular 
session on the basis of a text drawn up by the Preparator Commission. 
These rules of procedure entered into force on 1 Januar 

d 
19d (A/520). At 

the same session the General Assembly, by resolution 11 (II) of 21 Novem- 
ber 1947, adopted for inclusion in its rules of procedure, revised rules govern- 
ing the admission of new Members. 

At the third regular session of the General Assembly, the rules concerning 
the working languages of the General Assembly were amended by resolution 
262 (III) of 11 December 1948. 

At its fourth r lar session, the General Assembly, acting upon the 
report of a Special F ommittee on Methods and Procedures,’ approved, by 
resolution 362 (IV) of 22 October 1949, various amendments and additions 
to its rules of procedure and decided that these amendments and additions 
should enter into force on 1 January 19FiO. By the same resolution several 
of the recommendations and suggestions of the Special Committee were 
adopted by the General Assembly, and the Secretary-General was requested 
to prepare a document embodyin 

f  
these recommendations and suggestions 

in a convenient form for use by t e General Committee and the delegations 
of Member States in the General Assembly. The text of these recommen- 
dations and suggestions of the Special Committee will be found in annex I 
to the present edition of the rules. 

At the fifth regular session, several amendments and additions to the 
rules of pmcedure were adopted by the General Assembly in the annex to 
resolution 377 A (V) entitled “Uniting for Peace”. By resolution 475 (V), 
a new rule 84As was adopted concerning the majorit 
of the General Assembly on amendments to proposa s relnting to important r 

required for decisions 

questions and on parts of such proposals put to the vote separately. 
By resolutions 366 (IV) and 479 (V), rules were adopted by the 

General Assembly relating to the calling b the Economic and Social Council, 
under paragraph 4 of Article 62 of the CKS rtcr, of international conferences 
of State0 and of non-governmental conferencea, tsrpsctively. 

At the seventh regular session, the General Assembly, acting upon the 
report of a Special Committee,a adopted resolution 684 (VII) of 6 November 
1952, by which it made certain recommendations on methods and procedures 
for dealing with legal and drafting questions. The resolution provitled tllat 



the terms of these recommendations “ahall be embodied a8 an annw to the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembl ” and that “the said pnnex shall 
also set out, verbatim ,Fq’whj 1% 20, d, 30,35, 36, 37, 38 and 39 of the 
report of the Special ommtttee . The text of the recommendations and the 
specified part8 of the report of the Special Committee are accordingly repro- 
duced in annex II to the present edition of the rules. 

By resolution 689 A (VII) of 21 December 1952, the General Assembly 
established a Special Committee to conaider, together with any other relevant 
information pre8ented by Member States, a memormdum submitted by the 
Secretary-General to the seventh session on measure8 to limit the duration 
of regular session8 of the General Assembly. By resolution 689 B (VII) of 
the 8ame date, the General Assembly adopted an amendment to rule 2 of its 
rule8 of rocedure.whereby the Assemb!y would, at the beginning of each 
8CSdlOll, K a “closmg” date for the 8essmn rather than a “target’ date for 
the closing of the sesston. 

At its eighth session, the General Assrmbl 
Special Committee and, by resolution 791 ( t 

examined the report of the 
III) of 23 October 1953, 

amended rules 38 and 39; relating to the composition of the General Com- 
mittee, and rule 98,’ relating to priorities in the consideration of items in the 
Main Committees: 

At its ninth rsaion, the General Assembly,. by resolution 844 (IX) of 
11 October 1954, ad 

7 
ted six special rules designed to govern its procedure 

for the examinatmn o report8 and petitions relating to the Territory of South 
West Africa. The text of these special rule8 ia reproducecj in annex III to 
the preset edition of the rules. 

At its eleventh session the General Assembly, at the 517th plenary meet- 
ing on 15 November 1956, decided (1) to establish an ei 
of the General Assembly ; and (2) to change the name of t fl 

hth vtce-presidency 
e Ad Hoc Political 

Committee to “Special Political Committee” and to confer a permanent char- 
acter on that Committee. At the same session, b resolution 1104 (XI) of 
18 December 1956, the General Assembly approv eJ 
to rules 31,38,39 and 101. 

consequential amendment8 

The present revised edition of the rule8 of procedure embodies therefore 
all the amendments and addition8 adopted by the General Assembly up to and 
including its eleventh se88ion. Previous editions were issued under the symbol8 
A/520 and A/52O/Rev. 1 to Rev. 4 inclusive. 
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1. Rules 49, 84, 85, 87, 145, 14Y, and 162, which reproduce 
textually rovisions of the Charter, are printed in hepvy 
are, in ad 8, - Ition, provided with a footnote. A footnote has r”” so been 
added in the case of other rules which, while hased directly on pro- 
visions of the Charter, do not reproduce those provisions textually. 

2. Figures indicated between square brackets in sectIons deal- 
ing with rules for plenary meetings refer to identical or correspond- 
ing rules for committee meetings, and vice versa. 

3. Attention is drawn to rule 163, which provides: “The 
description of the rules in the table of contents and the notes in 
italics to these rules shall be disregarded in the interpretation of 
the rules”. 



RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

I. SESSIONS 

R~OULAR SESSIONS 

Date of meeting 
Rllle 1 1 

The General Asaembly shall meet every year in regular session com- 
mencing on the third Tuesday in September. 

Duration of session 
Rule 2 

On the recommendation of the General Committee, the General Assembly 
shall, at the beginning of each session, fix a closing date for the session. 

Plwe of meeting 
Rule 3 

Sessions shall be held at the Head uarters of the United Nations unless 
convened elsewhere in pursuance of a 8 e&ion of the General Assembly at a 
revious session or at the request of a majority of the Members of the United 

R ations. 
Rule 4 

Any Member of the United Nations may, at least one hundred and 
twenty days before the date fixed for the opening of a regular session, rquert 
that the session be held elsewhere than at the Headquarters of the United 
Nations. The Secretary-General shall immediately communicate the r uest, 
together with his recommendations, to tne other Members of the 3. Wed 
Nations. If  within thirty da s of the date of this communication a ma’ority 
of the Members concur in t II e request, the session shall be held accord ngly. 1 

Notification of session 
Rule 5 

The Secretary-General shall notify the Members of the United Nations, 
at least sixty days in advance, of the opening of a regular session. 

Adjournttwwt of sessiorr 
IWc 6 

The General Assembly may decide at any session to adjouru temporarily 
and resume its meetings at a later date. 

lkule bared directly on a provision of the Charter (Article 20). 



rr SPECIAL SESSIONS 

I 

Sttmmoning by thr Gmnnd Assnnbly 

I 

h 

Rule 7’ 
The General Assembly may fix a date for a special session. a 

1 

Rule 8 
(p) Special -ions of the General Asmbly &all be held within fifteen 

dayr of the receipt by the Secretary-General of a request for ouch a session 
from the Security Council, or of a rquest from a majority of the Members 
of the United Nationa, or of the concurrence of a majority of Membera u 
provided in rule 9. 

(b) Emergency special messions purruant to General Assembly resolu- 
tion 377 A (V 
the Secretary- A 

shall be convened within twenty-four hours of the receipt by 
eneral of a request for such a seasion from the Security 

Council, on the vote of any seven member6 thereof, or of a request from a 
majority of the Members of the United Nations expressed by vote in the 
Interim Committee or otberwiw, or of the concurrence of a majority of 
Members as provided in rule 9. 

Rrqwrst by Membws 
Rule9 

(a) Any Member of the United Nations may request the Secretary 
Generd to !lummon a s 
inform the other Mem I2 

ial session. The Secretary-Genenl &all immediately 
I of the United Nation1 of the requwt and inquire 

whether they concur in it. I f  within thirty days of the date of the communi- 
ation of rhc SeeMuy-General a majority of the Maberr concur in the 
request, a special don of the General Aasunbly shall be summoned in 
8ccordmee with ruJe 8. 

(b) This ruk til8pply ako to a reque8t by UI 
kl aufon 

Member for an emer- 
wusnt to resolutfon 377 A &) In such l Ott the 

GaKlrt&c-unfat8withtheoth8rM;anknbythemost 
mans of eommwlle8don w8ihbk. 

Notim of susion 
amI8 1Q 

‘IlwRterat8~ ahalf netffy the Manhera of the United Nations, 
at kaat fourteen da s in adv:mce, of the opening of a special session summoned 
at the request of t le Security Conncil, and, at least ten days in advance, in r 
the case of a request by a majority of the Members or the concurrence of a 
majprity in the request of any Member. In the case of an emer 
sesa1on sonvened 
the Members of t K 

ursuant to Iytle 8 (b), the Secretary-Genera 
ency 

P 
special 

shall notify 
e United Nations at least twelve hours in advance of the 

opening of the session. 
1 Rule based dirwtly on P provirhm of I!W Charter (ArMc XI). 

2 
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Rule 11 
Copies of the notice summoning each session shall be a$dressed to $1 

other p&l@ orv of the United Nations and to the apeclahzed agencies 
referred to m Aticle 57, paragraph 2, of the Charter. 

II. AGENDA 

I m bESI1ONIl 

Pibviriond ogmdo I 
Rule 13 

The provhdonal agenda for a regular se&on shall be draw? up by-the 
.&retary&neral and communicated to the Ma$xrs of the Umted Nations 
at last sixty dayr before the opening of the seasdlon. 

RtdelS 
The provirional agenda of a regular aemion shall include: 
(a) Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organitation ; 
(b) Reporta from the Security Council, 

the Economic and Social Council, 
the Trusteeship Council, 
the International Court of Jwtice, 
therubsidiiry orgam of the General Assembly, 
npddzed agencies (where ruch reporta are called for 

under qreanenb eaten!d into) ; 
(c) All itanr the lncluslon of which hu been ordered by the General 

A8mnbly8trpevious8euion; 
(d) fl&oa pmpd by the other prlndpal organa of the United 

Allitam!epropadbym MemberoftheUnltedNatlona* 
AtHtemnpertrhdaptod?a~forthanextdnrndrl~md 
ttnrejlortontbaconmt8forth?lutsoMd8lycu; 

(0) An fennn which tb 

(h) All itema p~~edbcu:sd~~t~e~~~it~~N~~~ph 2, of the Charter 
by State5 not 

suPplem8ntwy itmr 
Rule 14 Rule 14 

Any Memkr or principal organ of the United Nations or the Sccrctary- Any Memkr or principal organ of the United Nations or the Sccrctary- 
General may, at least thirty da General may, at least thirty da 

*d *d 
s 5 before the date fixed for the opening of a before the date fixed for the opening of a 

regular session, request the m regular session, request the m usion of supplcmcntary items in the agenda. usion of supplcmcntary items in the agenda. 



These items shall be placed on a supplementary list, which shall be commu- 
nicated to the Members of the United Nations at least twenty days before 
the date fixed for the opening of the session. 

Additimal items 

Rule 15 
Additional items of an important and urgent character, proposed for 

inclusion in the agenda less than thirty days before the opening of a regular 
session or during a regular session, may be placed on the agenda, if the 
General Assembly so decides by a majority of the Members present and voting. 
No additional item may be considered until seven days have elapsed since it 
was placed on the agenda, unless the General Assembly, hy a two-thirds 
majority of the Members present and voting, decides otherwise, and until a 
committee has reported upon the question concerned. 

SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Provisional agenda 
Rule 16 

The provisional agenda of a special session, summoned at the request of 
the Securit! Council, shall be communicated to the Members of tbe United 
Nations at le.--t fourteen days before the opening of the session. The provi- 
sional agenda of a special session summoned at the request of a majority of 
the Members, or the concurrence of a majority in the request of an 
shall be communicated at least ten days before the opening of t K 

Member, 
e session. 

The provisional agenda of an emergency special session shall be communicated 
to the Members of the United Nations simultaneously with the communi- 
cation summoning the session. 

Rule 17 
The provisional agenda for a special session shall consist on1 

items proposed for consideration in the request for the holding of t z 
of those 

e session, 

Supplrmantary items 
Rh 18 

Additioml i!ems 
Rule 19 

During a special session items on the supplementary list and additional 
items may be added to the agenda by a two-thirds majority of the Members 
present and voting. During an emergency special session additional items 
concerning the matters dealt with in resolution 377 A (V) may bc added to 
the agenda by a two-thirds tnajority of the Members present and voting. 
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REGULAR AND SPS~IALSESS~~NS 

Explanofory manwranda 
Rule 20 

All items proposed for inclusion in the agenda shall be accompanied by 
an explanatory memorandum and, if possible, by basic documents or by a 
draft resolution. 
Approwl of the agenda 

Rule 21 
At each session the provisional agenda and the supplementary list, 

together with the report of the General Committee thereon, shall be submitted 
to the General Assembly for approval as soon as possible after the opening 
of the session. 
Amendment md d8~8lion of it8m.s 

Rule 22 
Items on the agenda may be amended or deleted by the General Assembly 

by a majority of the Members present and voting. 
Debate on inclusion of items 

Rule 23 
Debate on the inclusion of an item in the a cnda, when that item has 

been recommended f\>r inclusion by the General E ommittee, shall be limited 
to three speakers in favour of and three against the inclusion. The President 
may limit the time to be allowed to speakers under this rule. 

Modificafion of fhe oliorafion of expenses 
Rule 24 

No proposal for a modification of the allocation of expenses for the time 
being in force shall be placed on the agenda unless it has been commumcated 
to the Members of the United Nations at least ninety days before the date 
fixed for the opening of the session. 

III. DELEGATIONS 
coMpoti&7n 

ltUl6 2s 
The delc tion of a Member shell consist of not more than five rqm- 

sentatives an d five alternate representatives, and as many advisers, technical 
advisers, experts and persons of similar status as may be required by the 
delegation. 
Altermtes 

Rule 26 
An alternate representative may act as a representative upon designation 

by the Chairman of the delegation. 

0 Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter (Articlc 9, paragraph 2). 
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IV. CREDENTIALS 

Submission of cwdcntiak 

The credentials of representatives, and the names of members of a 
delegation shall be submitted to the Secretary-General if possible not less than 
one week before the date fixed for the openin 

s 
of the session. The credentials 

shall be issued either b the Head of the 
Minister for Foreign A da 

tate or Government or by the 
atrs. 

Credentials Cmmittor 
Rule 28 Rule 28 

A Credentials Committee shall be appointed at the beginning of each A Credentials Committee shall be appointed at the beginning of each 
session. It shall consist of nine members, who shall be appointed by the session. It shall consist of nine members, who shall be appointed by the 
General Assembly on the proposal of the President. The Committee shah elect General Assembly on the proposal of the President. The Committee shah elect 
its own officers. It shall examine the credentials of representatives and report its own officers. It shall examine the credentials of representatives and report 
without delay. without delay. 

Provisioml a&tkion fo a session 
Rule 29 

Any representative to whose admission a Member has made objection 
shall be seated provisionally with the same rights as other re resentatives, 
until the Credentials Committee has reported and the General 
given its decision. 

assembly has 

V. PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Temporary Presidmt 
RuIe so 

At the opening of each session of the General Assembly the Chairman of 
that delegation from which the President of the previous session was elected 
shall prestde until the General Assembty has elected a President for the session. 

Bl#CtiOUS 

Rubs S1 

Wka.6hd1 hold oflice until the dose of the me&n at whfch 
The Gencraf Assembly ahall &et a President and eight Vfce$&&s, 

The Vice-Preaidento ahalf be eleeted,,after the ektioh of %!a 
a’ 

the innen of the 
seven Main Committees referred to rn rule 101, on the basis of ensuring the 
representative character of the General Committee. 

A&g President 
Rufo 32 [lo?] 

If  the President finds it necessary to be absent during a meeting or any 
part thereof, he shall appoint one of the Vice-Presidents to take his place. 

4 Rule based directly on P provision of the Charter (Article 21, cecond sentence). 
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A Vice-President acting aa President Ml ~WC the same powers and 
duties as the President. 

R~placmmt of thr Prasidrnt 
Rule !I4 [lo?] 

I f  the President is unable to perform his functiona, a new President 8bau 
be elected for t+e unexpired term. 

General powm of the Prrddmt 
Rule 35 [lo81 

In addition to exercising the powen which are 
where by these rules, the President shall declare 
each plenary meeting of the session, shall direct the 
meeting, ensure observance of these rules, accord the right to speak, put 
questions and announce decisions. He shall rule on 

r 
ints of order, aud, 

subject to these rulea, shall have complete control of t e proce$ings at yy  
meeting and over the maintenance of order thereat. The Prealdent may, m 
the course of the discursion of an item, pro ae to the General Assembly the 
limitation of the time to be allowed to 8 & era, the limitation of the number 

resentative may rpeak on any question, the closure of the list 
e closure of the debate. He may also propose the suspenrion 

of the meeting or the adjournment of the debate on the 

Rds 36 [lo91 
The President, in the exercise of his functions, remain, under the author- 

ity of the General Aasanbly. 

Thr Prrsidmt shdt sot uotr 
Ilale 37 [lo61 

The Prerident, or Vice-President acting as President, shall not vote but 
ahall appoint another member of his delegation to vote in hia place. 

VI. GENERAL COMMITTEE 

c*m 

Rule 38 
The General Committee shall comprise the President of the General 

Assembly, who shall preside, the eight Vice-Presidents and the Chairmen of 
the seven Main Committees. No two members of the General Committee shall 
be members of the same delegation, and it shall be so constituted as to ensure 
its representative character. Chairmen of other committees upon which all 
Mru~bcrs bavc the right to 1)~ represented and which are es;ablished by the 
tkt~nl Assembly to meet during the session, shall he entitled to attend meet- 
ings of the Ge&ral Committee and may participate without vote in the dis- 
cussions, 



Substitute members 
Rule 39 

If a Vice-President of the General Assembly finds it necessary to be absent 
during a meeting of the General Committee he may designate a member of his 
delegation as his substitute. The Chairman of a Main Committee shall, in case 
of absence, designate the Vice-Chairman of the Committee as his substitute. 
A Vice-Chairman shall not have the right to vote if he is of the same delegation 
as another member of the Committee. 

Functions 
RI& 40 

The General Committee shall, at the beginning of each session, consider 
the provisional agenda, together with the sup 
recommendations to the General Assembly wrt 

lementary list, and shall make 
R regard to each item reposed, 

concerning its inclusion in the agenda, the rejection of the request or inclu- P 
sion, or the inclusion of the item in the provisional agenda of a future session. 
It shall, in the same manner, examine requests for the inclusion of additional 
items in the agenda, and shall make recommendations thereon to the General 
Assembly, In considering matters relating to the agenda of the General 
Assembly, the General Committee shall not discuss the substance of any item, 
except in so far as this bears u 
mittee should recommend the inc usmn of the item in the agenda, the rejection r* 

n the question whether the General Com- 

of the request for inclusion, or the inclusion of the item in the provisional 
agenda of a future session, and what priority should be accorded to an item 
the inclusion of which has been recommended. 

Rule 41 
The General Committee shall make recommendations to the General 

As&mbly concernin 
President and the 8e 

the closing date of the session. It shall assist the 

plena 
7 

neral Assembly in drawing up the agenda for each 
meeting, in determining the priority of its mxns, and in the co-ordina- 

tion o the proceedings of all committees of the General Assembly, It shall 
assist the President in the general conduct of the work of the General Assem- 
bly which falls within the mmpetence of the President. It shall not, however, 
decide any political question. 

Rsde4a 
The General bttmittee ahall meet riodically throughout each session 

~Wkwths@m@‘uaofth~ckm’a~ ssemblyanditscomrnl~mdto R 
tdm ~~tjona for htkhg such progress. It ahall also meet at 
d~ 0th~ tb u tha haid~t deema ZIOJXM~ or upon the request of any 
other of its members. 
Participatiotr by represetltatives of Members reqttestifrg the imlusiotl of items 

in the agewda 
RuIt4 43 

A Member of the General Assembly which has no representative on the 
General Committee, and which has requested the inclusion of an item in the 
agenda, shall be entitled to attend any meeting of the General Committee at 
which its request is discussed, and may participate, without vote, in the dis- 
cussion of that item. 
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lbvnul retishn of rrsolntiotu of thr Cmd Assmnbly 
Rule 44 

The General Committee may revise the resolutions adopted by the 
General Assembly, than 
changes shall be reporte 8 

‘ng their form but not their substance. Any such 
to the General Assembly for its conslderatlon. 

VII. SECRETARIAT 

Delius of the Secretory-Gsnerd 
Rllle 4-5 

The SecretaryGeneral shall act in that capacity in all meetings of the 
General Assembly,’ its committees and sub-committees. He may designate a 
member of the staff to act in his place at these meetings. 

Rule 46 
The Secretary-General shall provide and direct the staff rquirtd by 

the General Assembly and any committees or subsidiary organs which it 
may establish. 
Duties of tha Secretariat 

Rule 47 
The Secretariat shall receive, translate, print and distribute documents, 

reports and resolutions of the General Assembly, its committees and organs; 
interpret speeches made at the meetings; prepare, print and circulafe the 
summary records of the session; have the custody and proper presetvatlon of 
the documents in the archives of the General Assembly; 
of the meetings; distribute a11 documents of the Genera P 

ubhsh the reports 
Assembly to the 

Members of the United Nations, and, generally, perform all other work 
which the General Assembly may requite. 

Annnal report of thr Scmtary-Ccmral 
R&I 48 

The Secretary-General shall make an annual report, and such aupple- 
mrntary reports as are rquired, to the General Assembly on the work of the 
Organiration.” He shall communicate the annual report to the Members of 
the United Nations at least forty-five days before the opening of the a&on. 

Nolf~?~otiom under Article 12 of the Charter 
Rule &+’ 

The Secretary-General, with the consent of the Se~urlty COWIC~~, 
shall notify the General Assembly at each session of any mattern rela- 
tive to the maintenance of international peace and security which are 
being dealt with by the Security Council, and shall similarly notify 
the General Assembly, or the Members of the United Nations if the 
General Assembly is not in session, immediately the Security Council 
ceases to deal with such matters. 

6 Rule based directly C+I a provision of the Charter (Article 98). 
B Rule repra(ucing textually a provision of the Charter (Article 12, paragraph 2). 



The General Assembly shall establish regulations concerning the staff of 
the secretariat. lang 

VIII. LANGUAGES 

o&Gal and working hgwgrs 

Rala 51 
Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the ?&i& 

languages of the General Assembly, its committeea and s&camm 
English, French and Spanish shall be the working baguaga. 

lnkrpldation from a working langwgr 
Rubsa 

Speeches made in any of the working languagea shall te interpreted into 
the other two working languages. 

Speeches made in either of the other two official languagea ahall be 
interpreted into the three working languages. 

l&rptr~ak7n from 0th hngnag0s 

R&s4 
Any representative may make a speech in a 

+T- 
other than ths 

o&ii1 languages. In this case, he shall himself provide or mterpreWion into 
one of the working lan 
by the interpreters of it3cc 

es. Interpretation into the other worbng languages 
rehrht~ybebuedontheint~~givcn 

in the fir& working languge 

Lulgih7g8 of vwbafir* r0cds 
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by 
da 

Rule 56 
Summary records shall lx drawn up as soon as possible in the officinl 

languages. 

bc 
St 

lr 
CI 

7 Hale bawd dircctJy on a provision of the Charter (Article 101. paragraph 1). 
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Languag# of Joswd 
Rule s7 

;nilutbast8ffd The Journal of the General Assembly shall be issued in the working 
languages. 

i-f2 

. 

~tvprrtod into 

~aswogr of resolutions and important docummts 

All resolutions and other important documents shll be mrde a&8ble _--- -- 
in the offic hl languages. Upon the rqueat of any representative, any other 
document shall be made awlable in any or all of the official language& 

Pwblicatians in hngnagrt other than thr ofiial langnagcs 
Rule!59 

Documents of the General Assembly, its committeea and sub-co~tte~, 
shall, if the General Assembly so decides, be published in any lanmes other 
than the official languages. 

Verbatim records 

IX. RECORDS 

Verbatim records of all plenary meetings shall be drawn up*by the s shall be drawn up*by the 
Secretariat and submitted to the General Assembl 
President. Verbatim recorda ahall l lro lx made 

bly $ter approval by the 
o ty 

after approval by the 
the proceedings of the edingsofthe 

Main Committees u&bli&ed by the General haanbly. Other conunitte~r ther committecr 
or sub-committees may decide upon the fom of their recorda. 

R~soIutions 
&de 61 

Resoktions adopted hy the Genenl Aasunbly shall *be cotnn?uniatad 
by the &crctuy- to$e&n~f the Urutcd Nabons withm dftaea 
daysaftatbetaminrtroa 

X. PUBLfc AND PRIVATE MEETINGS: PLENARY MEETINGS; 
MRETINGS OF CGYYiT’f~ AND SuB-CGMYfiT=S 

ltule 62 

: in the official 
I 

af’awapb 1). 

The meetings of the Genera1 Assembl and its Main Committees shall 
be held in public unless the body concerne B decides that exceptional circum- 
stances require that the meeting be held in 

P 
rivate. Meetings of other com- 

mittees and sub-committees shall also be leld in public unless the body 
concerned decides otherwise. 

11 



All decisions of the General Assembly taken at a private meetin shall 
be announced at an early public meeting of the General Assembly. x t the 
close of each private meeting of the Main Committees, other commrttees and 
sub-committees, the Chairman may issue a communiqu6 through the 
Secretary-General. 

XI. MINUTE OF SILENT PRAYER OR MEDITATION 
Invitation Co Ant prayer cr nuditation 

Rule 64 
Immediately after the o 

ately preceding the closing o $ i 
nin of the first plenary meeting and immedi- 

the nal plenary meeting of each sersion of the 
Geneml Assembly, the President shall invite the representatives to observe 
one minute of silence dedicated to prayer or meditation. 

I 
XII. PLENARY MEETINGS 

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS I 
ENWgntcy spedal s&cnu 

Rule6!5‘ 
Notwithstanding the provisions of an 

r 
other rule and unless the Genenl 

Assembly decides otherwise, the Assemb y, in cow of an emergency qecial 
session, shall convene in plenary session only and proceed directly to consider 
the item proposed for conridemtion in the rquest for the holding of the 
session, vrlthout 
committee ; the $ 

revious reference to the General Cummittee or to any other 
resident and Vice-Presidents for ruch emergency aped 

sessions shall be, respectively, the Chairmen of those delegations from which 
were elected the President and Vice-P&darts of the previous aeuion. 

Report of thr S~cvotawy-Gmml 
Bale66 

Yr OM of 
.rroretcr~yportionofthenportoftheSccietuy-GaMnlto 

MdnComml~*itbout~te~hedecidedupbytha 
Gasdhanbl~withoutprevhureimacatothaGen~coauni~ 
Rejtrmc~ to comdftm 

Discrcssion of commiffoe rspovfs 
RuIe 68 

Discussion of a report of n Main Committee in a lenary meetin of the 
General Assembly shall take place if at least one-turd of tbe P’ dembers 
present and voting at the plenar meeting consider such a discussion to b 
necessary. Any proposal to this e I$ 
diatcly put to the vote. 

ect shall not be debated, but shall be imme- 



private meetin 
91 Assembly. x 

shall 
t the 

,>ther committees and 
uniquC through the 

fEDITATION 

d unless the General 
ur emegency special 
1 Qrectly to conridcr 
‘. the holding of the 
ltttt or to any other 
1 t'?ergency rpeeial 
tgations from which 
eviour aemion. 

naqy meetin of the 
d of the d embers 

a discussion to be 
but Shall be imme- 

I A majority of the Members of the General Assembly shall constitute a 
quorum. 
Specchrs 

Rule 70 [ill] 
No representative may address the General Assembly without Gavin 

previously obtained the permission of the P&dent. The P@zknt shall ca Bi 
upon speakers in the order in which they signify their deuce to sp& The 
President may call a speaker to order if his remarka are not relevant to the 
subject under discussion. 
Prrodmcr 

Rule 71 [lla] 
The Chairman and the bpporteur of a committee may be accorde! 

precedence for the purpose of exp)nining the conclusion arrived at by their 
committee. 
Statmwr~ts by thr Swrtariai 

Rule 72 [118] 
The Secretary-General, or a member of the Secretariat derjgnated by 

him as his representative, ma 
ments to the General Arsem i 

at any time, make either oral or wnttpl state- 
ty concerning any question under conrlderation 

by it. 

Points of order 
Rda 78 11141 

During the discussion of any matter, a represen~tivc may rise to a 
int 

go 
of order, and the point of order shall be nnmodutely dmd&, by the 

resident in accordance with the ruler of roccdure. A 
appeal againat the ruling of the President. 

k 
appeal ahal be unmediately 

refrew+atwe may 

put to the vote and the President’s ruling shall stand unleaa overru@l by a 
majorit- of the Manberr 

l 
resent and voting. A representative rirng to a 

p&t o order may not s A on the substance of the matter under diacusdon. 

7&n f&l& on Sp8#dJN~ 

When debt1 
Preside: 

Clmi’rrg of list Of splwkers 
Rula 75 [116] 

During the course of a debate the President may announce the list pf 
s eakers and, with the cousent of the General Assembly, declare the !lst 
c osed. He may, however, accord the right of reply to any Member if a speech P 
delivered after he has dcctared the list closed makes this desirable. 



Ad jonrnmt of drbiatr 
Rule ‘76 [117] 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative ma move the 
adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion. In ad J ition to the 
proposer of the motion, two re 

4 
resentatives may s 

ge 
ak in favour of, and two 

agamst, the motion, after wtuc the motion shall e immediately put to the 
vote. The President may limit the time to be allowed to speakers under this 
rule. 

Closurs of debate 
RUIO 77 [US] 

A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate on the 
item under discussion, whether or not any other representative has signified 
his wish to speak. Permission to speak on the closure of the debate shall 
be accorded only to two speakers opposin 
shall be immediately put to the vote. If  t f  

the closure, after which the motion 
e General Assembl is in favour of 

the closure! the President shall declare the closure of the de L te. The Presi- 
dent may hmit the time to be allowed to speakers under this rule. 

Susprnsion OY odjovtmwnf of rhr me&g 
Rule 78 [I191 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move the 
suspension or the adjournment of the meeting. Such motiorq shall not be 
debated, but shall be immediately put to the vote. The President may limit 
the time to be allowed to the speaker moving the suspension or adjournment 
of the meeting. 

Ordrr of frocrdwal motions 

Role 79 [120] 
Subject to rule 73, the following motions shall have precedence in the 

following order over all other proposals or motions before the meeting: 
(0) To suspend the meeting ; 
(b) To adjourn the meeting; 
(c) Tordjoum the debate on the item under discus&n; 
(d) For the closure of hhe debate on tha item under discussion. 

Proposals and amendments shall nOrUIdy be introduced in writing and 
handed to the Secretary-General, who shall circulate copies to the delegations. 
As a. general rule, no proposal shall be discussed or put to the vote at any 
meeting of, the General Assembly unless copies of it have been circulated to 
all delegations not later tl+n the day precedin the meeting. The President 
may? however, permit the discussion and cons] eration of amendments, or of 3 
motions as to procedure, even though these amendments and motions bave 
not been circulated or have only been circulated the same day. 
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D~ckions on comp&ur 
Rule 81 t1223 

Subject to rule 79, any motion calling fo; a decision on the competence 
of the General Assembly to adopt a proposal submitted to it shall be put to 
the vote before a vote is taken on the proposal in question. 
Withdrawal of motions 

Rule 82 [Ms] 
A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before voting.on 

it has commenced, provided that the motion has not been amended. A motton 
which has thus been withdrawn may be reintroduced by any Member. 
Raconsidnatio~ of proposals 

Rule 8s 11241 
When a proposal has been adopted or rejected !t may not be reconsidered 

at the same session unless the General Assembly, by a two-thirds majority oi 
the Members present and voting, so decides. Permission to speak on a motion 
to reconsider shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the motion. 
after which it shall bc immediately put to the vote. 

VoTlliG 
Voting rights 

Rule 84’ [125] 
Each Member of the Generel Assembly shall have one vote. 

Two-thirds majority 
Rule 85 ’ 

Decisions of the General Assembly on important questions shall 
he made by a two-thirds mo ority of the Members present end voting, 
Thaw questions l hsll inclu d e: recommendationr with respect to the 
maintenance of international pco and security, the olccdon of the 
non-permanent memben of tho Becurky Council, the election of the 
members of the Rconomk l d Social Council, the election of members 
of the Truateesbip Council in accordsnco with paragraph 1 c of Article 
# of the Charter, the admission of new Members to the United Nations, 
the sus naion of the rights and privileges of membership, the expul- 
sion of E omben, qudonr rolrting to tho operation of tho Trusteeship 
System, and budgetary questions. 

Role86 
DeeMona of the General Assembly on amendmenta to propoaala relating 

to @oftant questione, and on pap of rclch pr~~~r~~t ~Q-Q- 
rratdy, shall be made by a two-theds majority o the 
voting. 
Shple nmjorily 

Rule 87 8 [ 1261 
Decisions of the General Assembly on questions other than those 

provided for in rule 85, including the determination of additional cate- 
gories of questions to be decided by a two-thirds majority, shall be 
made by a majority of the Members present and voting. 

8Rulcs 84, 85 and 87 reprducc the three wmgraphs of Article 18 of the Charter. 



Msaning of th4 exprrsdon “‘Members #wS0nt alaad Wtinf 
RoIe 22 [127] 

For the purpose of these rules, the phrase “Members resent and votin ” 
means Members casting an affirmative or negative vote. R embera which a ‘6 
stain from voting are considered as not voting. 
Method of voting 

ilda 89 [las] 
The General Assembly shall normally vote b 

ing, but any representative may request a 
show of hands or by rtxnd- 

roll ‘cd. The roll-call shall be taken 
in the En lish alphabetical order of the names of the Mu&era, beginni~ 
with the hf ember whose name is drawn b 
each Member shall be called in any r 

kt by the President. The name of 

Elf ‘Yea 
‘0 

roll-ta 1 and one of its represmtatives shall 
“No” or “Abstention”. The result of the voting aball be inserted 

e record in tue English alphabetical order of the uamea of the Members. 

Conduct during votiag 
RllIa 90 [I291 

After tbe President bas announced the beginning of voting, no repmsenta- 
tive &all interru 

r actuat conduct o 
the voting except on a point ef order in connexion with the 

the voting. The President may permit Members to explain 
their votes, either before or after the voting, exce 
secret ballot. The President may limit the ume to E 

when the vote is taken by 
allowed for ruch explana- 

tions. The President shall not iwrrnit the proposer of a proposal or of III 
amendment to explain hir vote 00 his own proposal or amendmeut. 
Divish oj propostds ad ainendmts 

RI&b 91 [Ho] 
reposal or of an amen&mu 

qJgtg~.~#dls&$ I r .:.‘:.” 
&&#[ljij.. 

When an amendment is moved to a ptopoaal, the amendment shall he 
voted on first. When two or more amendments are moved to a proposal, the 
General Assembly shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed in 
substance from the original proposal and then on the amendment next furthest 
removed therefrom, and so on, until all the amendments have been put to the 
vote. Where, however, the adoption of one amendment necesaaril 
rejectron of another amendment, the latter amendment shall not g 

implies the 
e put to the 

vote. If  one or more amendments are adopted, the amended proposal &all then 
be voted upon. A mouon is considered an amendment to a proposal if it 
merely adds to, deletea from or revises part of that proposal. 

I f  two or more Foposolr 
bl 
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All elections shall be hdc 

obtai~tl$!ra%&~ 
which dull be re8trlctcd to 1 
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is required, the President aha 
If a two-tbirdr majority ir re 
andi&te ucurea two-third1 
inconcl~ve bdlot, voter ml 
three ludl unrutricted talk 
hemtrbtedtothetwocul& 

provisions shall not prejadic 

Equally divided votes 

If a vote is equal1 divi 
shall be taken at a su ii sequc 
hours of the first vote, and j 
a second vote will be taken 
in equality, the proposal rib13 
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Rale 93 [UB] 

If two or more mpdr relate to the SUIX question, the GenerPl As- 
bl &all, m&as it widen otherwim, vote on the proposals in the order in 8 
w ii ch they have bea rubmitted. The General Assembly may, after each vote 
on a proposal, decide whether to vote on the next propod. 
El#CtfOlW 

Rde % [105] 
AU electba~ ahall be held by secret ballot. There shall be no nominations. 

Bale 95 [123] 
When onl one eraon or Member ic to be elected and no candidate 

obtahu in the lkt b&t the majority ~yred, a F?d bmllot Aall be taken 
which &all be reatticted to the two an ‘dater obtarmng; the longest number 
of votea. If  in the aeoond ballot the vote are 
ir required, the President dull dedde between “s 

ually divided, and a Fjority 
e candidatea by drowmq lots. 

I f  a twrdirdr majority ia required, the balloting &all be continued until one 
candidate mrea two-thirds of the vote, cast; rovided that, after the third 
inamcltive ballot, vote8 m8y k art for my.. JigMe peram or Member. If  
three ruch unre&kted Mlota ue inwncluslve, the next three ballots shell 
be mtrkted to the two candidatt~ who obtaiaed the greateat number of votes 
in the third of ihe uafeshicted ballots, an+ the folbwing three ball.ots there- 
fttfttnhdl be unmt@ed, and. Y) on untd a p”on or Member IS elected. 

‘&ma ahall not preludlce the rppbcation of rules 144, 145, 147 
and14. k” 

RUb% 

Eqnaliy divided votes 
IluIe 97 [134] 

I f  a vote is equal1 
SM ‘be taken at a su i 

divided on matters other than elections, a second vote 
sequent meeting which shall LIZ held within forty-eight 

hours of the first vote, and it shall be expressly mentioned in the a enda that 
a second vote will be taker1 on the matter II question. If  thi: vote 3 .M results 
in equality, the proposal shall be regarded as rejected. 



hEATION, O?FICKRIl, ZTC. 

cmfios 
Rale98 

The General Aaaanbly may set up ruch committeea aa It deems neceaaary 
for the performance of ib functonr. 

cof8godts of swbj8cts 

Rule99 
Items ~4atin.g to the same ate 

committrr or canmitteea dealing WI *It 
ry of aubjecta ahall be referred to the 
that category of subjects. Committees 

ahaii not introduce new item9 on their own initratin. 

Prioririrs 
RaI8J100 

Each Main Committee, takin into account tire closing date for the 
aesion dxed by the General A war& y  on the recommendation of the General 
Committee, dull adopt ita own priori&a and meet aa may be neceaaary to 
complete the consideration of the itemr referred to it. 

Main Cm:*riNm 
Rule 101 

The Main Committees of the General Assembly are: 
(a) Political and Security Committee (including the regulatmn of arma- 

ments) (First Committee) ; 
( b) Special Political Committee ; 
(c) Economic and Financial Committee (Second Committee) ; 
(d) Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee (Third Committee) ; 
(c) Trusteeship Committee (including Non-Self-Governing Territ %a) 

(Fourth Committee) ( 

t 
f  ) 
g) 

Adminiatratrve and Budgetary Committee (Fifth Committee) ; 
LeeJ Committee (Sixth Committee). 

Bula 103 
Upon designation by the Chairman of the delegation, advisers, technical 

advisers, experts or 
mittees. Persons of t us status shall not, however, unless designated ns alter- F 

rsons of similar status may act as members of com- 

nate representatives, be eligible for appointment as Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen 
or Rapportcurs of committees or for seats in tbe General kanbly. 
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Sub-comutifte8s 
Rule104 

Each committee may set up rubumnmitteee, which aball elect their own 
OtliCGrS. 

llula 105 I941 
Each comnittee &all elect its own chairman, Vice-CWrman and 

Rappteur. The dicers shall be elected on the badr of equitable 
gra 

P 
‘cal distribution, ex ricnce and peraonol competence. The& elciciE 

rha beheldbymretbalot. p” 

Thr Ctirman of m Main Commirlrr shall not wtr 
Rale106 [871 

The Chairman of a Main Committee shall not vote but another member 
cf his dclegotion may vote in hir place. 

Absmw of o&m 
Rule 107 m-841 

I f  the Chairman finds it neceeaary &B b al&t during a meeting or any 
pert thereof, the Vice-Chairman ahall take his 

8 
lace. A VicKhairman acting 

90 Cbaimun hall luwe the same powers and uties M the Chairnmn. If  an 
officer of the committee is unable to perform his functions, a new officer 8llai 
be elccted for the unexpired term. 

Fumtionr of llrr CA 
Rub 108 [SSj 

The Chairman hall declare the opening and closing of each meeting of 
the committee, dull direct ita dircuuions, ensure oburvance of thue rule% 
accord the right to #peak, put queotioru and announce deciriona. He &all rule 
on poinu of order and, rubject to theu ruler, #hall have aunplete control of 
the p- of the committee and over the maintenance of order at ite 
mcetinp. The Chairman may, in the couroe of the dircutin of an item, 
propo~ to the coaunittce the limitation of the time to be allowed to rpeaken, 
the limitation of the number of time8 each repreeentativc may 8peak on any 
qwtkm, the ckrure of the list of rpeaken or the cbaure of the d&de. He 
mry~~~tharurpcnrionortberdjournmantofthemeetinporthe 
djomnmattof~dabataoethe~undardleprdoa. 

Rda109 [lw] 
The Chairman, in the exercise of hia functions, remaine under the 

authority of the ccmmittec. 

CONDUCT OF DUSINESS 

glwrutn 
Rttle 110 [69] 

OIX third of the members of a commit& shall constitute a quorum. The 

f  
rcscnce of a majority of the members of the committee is, however, required 
or a qucstiotl to ix put to the vote. 



SpwchM 

ltukl 111 [?O] 

Nowr obtained 
Wive may address the committee without havi 

e penniasion of the CJmimm. The Cha~rmur .lb3 
previously 

@era in the order in which they dgnify their d-ire to speak. zC%t!! 

udw dlLudopI. 
mm8 allrrpeokvtoordsrifhirnmrrkronn~rdevonttothe3ubject 

P*rrrdnur 

Rd. 113 [?l] 
The Chainnrr and the Rqporteur of a ccmnittee or ~b-committee 

UJ 
m8 be acaxded precedq for the purpom of explaining the concIu8ion 

vd at by their conunittee or ru~ittee. 

Stutomm~ts by th Slcrrtakt 
Rule 118 [?a] 

The Sewetmy~ed, or a manbet of the.Semmrht deaignated by him 
u Mr repmentive, nmy, at any time, nuke oral or written rtatm to any 
axnmittee or rub-oommittee comer&g any quc&n uader conaidemtion by it, 

Points of ord#r 
hb 114 [73] 

During the diacurrion of my lnatter~eA&ti~e m8y rk to l ,qoint 
ofordar,andtbepointoforderAallbe tely decaded by the Chumm 

Closing of list of .r@akers 

llulo 116 [75] 
During Lr; coum of .a debate the Cbairmau may announce the list of 

spenkem and, with the consent of the committee, declare the list closed. He 
mpyl however, accard the right of rc 
after he hae declared the list do J 

ly to any member if a speech delivered 
makes thie desirable. 
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Adj~m#nt of d8bd# 
Rule 117 [76] 

Durfng the dhurdon of soy matter, a represe+tive ma 
adjournment of the debate on the item under discuss1o.n. In ad L-move the tlon to the 
proposer of the motion, two representatives may ape+ m fayour of, and two 
agamat, the motion, after which the motion shall be mnnedlately put to the 
vote. The Chairman may limit the time to be allowed to speakerr under this 
rule. 

Cloaw8 of drbob 
Rub 118 [77] 

A rcpremttative ma 
K 

at any time move the closure of the dsbote on the 
item under discussion, w ether or not any other representative haa si 
his wish to speak. Permission to speak on the dorure of the debate SIP* 11 be 
acceded only to two speakers opposin the closure, after which the motion 
shall be immediately put to the vote. f  f  the committee is in favour of the 
closure, the Chahmaa hall deck the closure of the debete. The Chairman 
may hit the time to be allowed to speakers under this rule. 

swspdon OY adjlnbr?bnnnt of th8 nurting 
Rule 119 [78] 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move the 
ruspension or the adjournment of the meeting. Such motionn shall nof. $ 
debsted, but shall be immediately put to the vote. The Chairman may hut 
the time to be allowed to the speaker moving the suspension qr adjournment 
of the meeting. 

Ordrr of prorrdwd motiow 
Role 120 [79] 

Subject to rule 114, the following motions shall have prec&~ in the 
following order over all other propossls or motions before tlu2 meetmg : 

(a) Tosuspmd themeethg; 
(b) To adjourn the meeting; 

h7po8d$ and a9li&uuwk 
Role121[20] 

Proposals and amendments ahall normally be introduced in writing and 
handed to the Secretary-General, who shall circulate copies to the delegations. 
As a general rule, no proposal shall be discussed or pu’ to the vote at any 
meeting of the committee unless copies of it have been clrculatcd to all dele- 
gations not later than the day preceding the meeting. The Chairman nuy, 
however, permit the di~~usalon and consideration of amet1dmen.b or of 
motions aa to procedure, even though these amendments and motrot~ have 
not been circulated or have only been cfrculated the ammo day. 



D&J&W on com/ancr condvc 

Rule122 [81] 
Subject to rule 120, any motion calling for a decision on the competence 

Af 
sentativ 

of the General Assembly or the committee to adopt a proposal submitted to it 
shall be put to the vote before a vote is taken on the proposal in question. 

with th 
explain 

withdrti of motbns 
taken t 
such er 

Rllkl 122 [82] or of a 
A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before votin 

d DiViSiO on it has commenced, provided that the motion has not been amended. 
motion which has thus been withdrawn may be reintroduced by any member. 

A 
R~coeuidmtion of proposofs shall b 

Rule124[82] the mc 
When a proposal has been adopted or rejected it may not be recon- the ma 

sidered at the same session unless the committee, by a two-thirds majority of speake 
the members present and voting, so decides. Permission to speak on a motion P3Zs to reconsider shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the motion, after 
which it shall be immediately put to the vote; ment \ 

to hav 

VOTINO Voting 

Voting tights 
Rule125 [84] 

v 
voted 

Each men&r of the committee shall have one vote. comm 
from I 

b40jority rrqnired theref 
Rmb 126 [87] Wherl 

Decisions in the committees of the General Assembly shsll be made by tion 0 
a majority of the members present and voting. If  one 

voted 
Mming of thr exiwuion “mcmber~ prrsmt ond wotitag’ adds 

RuIe 127 [88] Vorin 
For the purposes of these rules, the phrase “members present and voting’ 

memu memh cutin m a&native or negative vote. Mcmben who abstain 
f  

I 
fmrn vothtg am unui ered a~ not voting. Whi 

have 
M&hod of voting whet1 

IWO 128 [89] Elect 
The committee shall normally vote b show of hands or ?oy standing, but 

any representative may request a roll-4 . The roll-call shall be taken in the iy , 
English alphabetical order of the names of the members, beginning with the obtai member whose name is drawn by lot by the Chairman. The name of each whicl 
tncmber shall be called in any roll-call and he shall reply “Yes”, “No” or 
“Abstention”. The result of the voting shall be inserted in the record in the of vo 

English alphabetical order of the names of the members. 
is ret 
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Condwrf during voting 
Rule129 [!w] 

After the Chairman has announced the beginning of v( .ing, no repre- 
sentative shall interrupt the voting except oh a point of order in connexion 
with the actual conduct of the voting. The Chairman may permit members to 
explain their votes, either before or after the voting, except when the vote is 
taken by secret ballot, The Chairman may limit the time to be allowed for 
such explanations. The Chairman shall not permit the proposer of a proposal 
or of an amendment to explain his vote on his owfi proposal or amendment. 

Division of proposals and amendmhs 
Rule 130 1911 

A representative may move that parts of a roposal or of an amendment 
shall be voted on separate1 
the motion for division s all be voted upon. Permission to speak on the fl 

, I f  objection is ma B e to the request for division, 

the motion for division shall be given only to two speakers in favour and two 
speakers against. I f  the motion for division is carried, those parts of the 
proposal or of the amendment which are subsequently approved shall be put 
to the vote as a whole. If  all operative parts of the proposal of the amend- 
ment have been rejected, the proposal or the amendment shall be considered 
to have been rejected as a whole. 
Voting on omondmsnts 

RnIe131[92] 
When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment ahall be 

voted on first, When two or more amendments are moved to a propwal, the 
committee shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed in substance 
from the original proposal and then on the amendment next furthest removed 
therefrom, and so on, until all the amendments have been put to the vote. 
Where, however, the adoption of one amendment necessarily implies the rejec- 
tion of another amendment, the latter amendment shall not k put to the vote. 
If  one or more amendments are adopted, the amended proposal shall then be 
voted upon. A motion is considered an amendment to a proposal if it merely 
adds to, deletes from or revises part of that proposal. 
Voting on p1oposd.s 

Rule 1aa 1921 
I f  two or more proposals relate to the rime quution, l committee shall, 

unless it decider othemrlre. vote on the ~)ropo~lp~) m the order in which thev 
have been submitted. A committee ma 

r 
-aft& each vote on a proposal, deeid*- 

whether to vote on the next proposa. 
Elecfions 

RUIO 133 1951 
When onl one person or member is to be elected and no candidate 

obtains in the fY rst ballot the majority required, a second ballot shall be taken, 
which shall be restricted to the two candidates obtaining the lar est number 
of votes. If  in the second ballot the votes are equally divided, an I a majority 
is required, the Chairmarl shall decide between the candidates by drawing lots. 



EqcrOrly dividrd wtrs 

Rub184 [97] 
I f  a vote is equally divided on matters other than elections, the propxul 

shall he regarded a8 rejected. 

XIV. ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

Applications 
Rule185 

Any State which desirer to become a Member of the United Nations shall 
submit an application to the Secretary-General. This application shall contain 
a declaration, made in a formal instrument, that it accepts the obligations 
contained in the Chatter. 

Noti~Y~ation of 5#h&w1s 

Rule186 
The Secretary-General shall send for information a co 

tion to the General Assembly, or to the Membera of the 
f,of-the applica- 

mted Nattons d 
the General Assembly is not in seeaion. 

ccnufdwatfon ad drdsbn by tkr Conoral Awmbly 
R&187 

I f  the Security Council recommenb the a licant State for membership 
the General Amembly shall conaider whether t e a Ftiicant is a peace-loving 
State and ir able and willing to carry out the ‘gationa contained in the 
Charter, and slull decide, by a two-thirds majority of the Membera present 
and voting, upon its application for member&+ 

Rslb188 

and recommendation or report. 

Notification of decision and c~ecfivs date of mmbsrship 

Rulo139 
The Secretary-General shall inform the applicant State nf the decision 

of the General Assembly. If  the application is a proved, membership will 
become effective ou the date on wluch the Gener af 
sion ou the application. 

Assembly takes iti dcci- 
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XV. ELECTIONS TO PRINCIPAL OtiGANS 

GtNtmL ?tOVlILIONB 

Tmu of O&I 
IL&140 

Except m provided in n& 148, the turn of office of members of Chmcils 
hall be ‘n on 1 Jpnuuy following their election by the General haemMy, 
and 8 haf end on 31 December following the election of their successors. 

Bjr-&CtkWU 
Rub141 

Should a member cease to belong to a Council before its term of office 
expires, a by-election ahall be held reparately at the next rearion of the General 
Amembly to elect a member for the unexpired term. 

APPOlNTYtNTOFTHEkttTNY&NNBIAL 

When the Security Council haa rubmitted itr recommendation on tht 

Fl! 
pointment of the Secretary-Generel, the General Auanqly shall consider 
e rccommendatioo and vote upon it by eecret bellot in private meeting. 

Tat Stcuurr %JNClL 

AtuIuol 010ctfotu 
R&149 

The General heanbly &all erh year, in the course of ita regular aeuion, 
tkt thret non-prmuKnt mankrr of the Security CouM for * term Of 

~Ycur. 

In the election of nonpermanent members of the Security Council, in 
accordnnce with Article 23, paragraph 1, of the Charter, due regard shall be 

“P 
‘nlly paid, in the first iostancc, to the contribution of Members of the 

nttcd Nations to the, maintenance of international peace and security and 
to the other purposes of the Organlzation, and also to equitable geographical 
distribution. 

QRulc hgd directly on D provision d the ClPrtcr (Article 23, par~rnph 2). 
‘ORulc lmd directly on P provision of the Charter (Artidc 23, wuapraoh 1). 



Re-eligibility 
Rule 145” 

A retiring member of the Security Cotmcil shall not be eligible 
for immediate re-election. 

THB E~~NOMXC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

Annual elections 
Rule14fP 

The General Assembly shall each year, in the course of its regular session, 
elect six members of the Economic and Social Council for a term of three yearr. 

Re-eligibility 
Rule 1471s 

A retiring member of the Economic and Social Cuuncll shall k 
eligible for immediate re-election. 

TIE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL 

Occa.sions for elections 
Role 143 

When L Trusteeship Agreement has been approved and a Member of 
the United Nations has become an Administerin 

c% 
Authority of a Trust Terri- 

tory in accordance with Article 83 or 85 of the arter, the General Assembly 
shall proceed to such election or elections to the Trusteeship Council as may 
he necessary, in accordance with Article 86. A Member or Members elected 
at any such election at a regular session shall take office immediately upon 
their election and shall corn lete their terms in accordance with the provisions 
of rule 140, as if they bad & gun their terms of office on 1 January following 
their election. 

Term of officci and rc-eligi6ility 
Rule 149l4 

A non-administering member of the Trusteeship Council &all be elected 
for a term of three yearr and rho11 be eligible for immediate m-election. 

Ralsl!iO 
At each session the General Assembly shall, in accordance with Article 

86 of the Charter, elect me~nbers to fill any vacancies. 
-- 

11 Rule reproducing textually a provision of tbc Charter (Article 23, paragrnph 2 
lad selrtellce). 

1) Rule based directly on I provision of the Charter (Article 61, paragraph 2). 
18 i3ule rcproduciug textually a provision of the Charter (Article Gl, paragrsph 2, 

last sentence). 
14 Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter (Article SE, paragraph 1 c). 
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THE INTEBNATIONAL COWIT OF JUSTICE 

Method of rlrction 
Rule lS1 

The election of the members of the International Court of Justice shall 
take place in accordance with the Statute of the Court. 

Any maeting of the General Assembly held in pursuance of the Statute 
of the International Couti of Justice for the pu 

tr 
ae of the election of manberr 

of the Court shall continue until as many candi rtes as are required for p11 the 
*ta to be tilled have obtained in one or more ballots an absolute majority of 

XVI. ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY QUESTIONS 

R&tiow for fhuial administration 
Rule158 

The General Assembly shall establish regulations for the financial admin- 
istration of the United Nations. 

&timot0s of 0xp8nditwrr 

Rule154 
No resolution inyolvin 

mittee for approval by the 6 
expenditure shall be recommended by a com- 
neral Assembly unless it is rccompamed by an 

estimate of expenditures prepared by the Secretary-General. No resolution in 
respect of which expenditures are antici 

r 
ted by the Secr$ary-Gen~al rhall 

be voted by the Gmerd Assembly unh the Administratwe and Budgetary 
Committee has had an op rtunity of stating the effect of the proposal upon 
the budget estimate. of t c United Nationa. 

h~fonnorior, on thr cost of rrsoldoru 

Rllb155 
Tba W-General shall keep all committeas informed of tba detailed 

estimated coat of 1 rarolutio~ which have beea recommended by the COW 
mittees for approval by the General Assembly. 

Advisory, Commi~tra on Administratiwa utrd Budgetary Qwstions 

Itdo 
The Gcncral .k.embly shall appoint an Advisory Committee on Admiu- 

istmtive and Budgetary Questions (hereinafter called the “Advi~ry Corn- 
mittce”), with a membership of nine, including at least two fiuancrol experts 
of recognized standing. 



Composition of the Advisory Commirks I Funclions of the Committee 01 

Rule157 
The members of the Advisory Committee, no two of whom shall be 

nationals of the same State, shall be selected on the basis af broad 
K 

eographical 
representation, personal qualifications and experience, and sha 1 serve for 
three years corresponding to three financial yea&, as defined i? the regulations 
for the financial administration of the United Nations. Members shall retire 
by rotation and shall be eligible for reappointment, The two financial experts 
shall not retire simultaneously. The Generai Assembly shall appoint the mem- 
bcrs of the Advisory Comm?ee at the regular session immediately preceding 
the expi-ation of the term of office of the members, or, in case of vacancies, 
at the next session. 

Fnnctionr of the Advisory Committee 

Rule 158 
The Advisory Committee shall be responsible for expert examination of 

ti:e budget of the United Nations, and shall-assist the Administrative and 
Budgetary Committee of the Generai Assembly. At the commencement of 
each regular session it shall submit to the General Assembly a detailed report 
on the budget for the ne)L fi.lancial year and on the accounts of the last 
financial year. It shall als, examine on behalf of the General Assembly the 
administrative budgets of specialized agencies and proposals for financial 
and budgetary arrangements with such agencies. It shall perform such other 
duties as may be assigned to it under the regulations for the financial adminis- 
tration of the United Nations. 

;mmif~ee on Conkibufions 

RJe 159 
The General Assembly shall appoint an expert Committee on Contribu- 

tions, consisting of ten members. 

Compositiots oj the Committrt on Cortribwtions 

Rule 160 
The members of the Committee on Contl .butions, no two of whom shall 

be natknals of the same State, shall be selected on the basis of broad gco- 
graphical representation, personal qualifica!ions and experience, and shrll 
serve for a period of thrc:e years corresponding to three financial years, as 
defined in the regulations for the financial administration of the United 
Nations. Members shall retire by rotation and shall be eligible for reappoint- 
ment. The General Assembly shall appoint the members of the Committee 
on Contributions at the regular session immediately preceding the expiratiou 
of the term of of& of the members, or, in case of vacancies, at the next session. 
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Functione of the Committee on Contributions 

Rule 161 
The Committee on Contributions shall advise the General Assembly con- 

cerning the apportionment, under Artic’le 17, 
rr 

ragraph 2, of the Charter, of 
the expenses of the Organisation among embers, broadly according to 

v. The scale of assessments, when once fixed by the General 

capc12 to ii. 
Assem ly, s II not be sub ect to a general revision for at least three years, 
unless it is clear that there i, ave been substantial changes in relative capacitic:, 
to pay. The Committee shall also advise the General Assembiy on the assess- 
ments to be fixed for new Members, on appeals by Members for a change of 
rssessments, and on the action to be taken with regard to the application of 
Artic!e 19 of the Charter. 

XVII. SUBSIDIARY ORGANS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Credion and rules of procedure 

Rule162 
The General Assembly ma establish such subsidiary organs as 

it deems necessary for the pe x ormance of its functionr2s The rules 
relating to the procedure of committees of the General Assembly, as well as 
rules 45 and 62, shall apply to the rocedure of any subsidiary organ, unless 
the General Assembly or the subs1 tary organ decides otherwtse. 2 

XVIII. 1.. A’ERPRETATION AND AMENDMENTS 

Notes in italics 
Rule163 

T5e description of the rules in the table of rontents and the notes in italics 
to these rules shall be disregarded in the interpretation of the rules. 

Method of awuiment 

Rule 164 

These rules of procedure ma be unended by a decision of the General 
Assembly taken by a majority o r the Members present and voting, after a 
committee has reported on the proposed amendment. 

16 Rule reprodwir~g textually P provision of ttr: Clwtor (Article 22). 



ANNEX I’ 

RBCOYYSNDATIONS AND SUOOSSTIONS OF TEE S?EC~AL COYYI?~S on 

METHODS AND Pnocmmss APPROVED BY TEE GENIUAL A~SYILY’ 

Yonsidarafion by thr Cmnal Asmubly of imtd corr~mtio~ cugotialrd 
by confwences of gowrnmmt rrprrscntatiws of dl bfmba SIotts 

13. The S ial Committee found that in the past some of the Mafn Com- 
aittees of the r eneral Assembly had devoted a particularly krge number of 
neetings to the detailed consideration, article by article, of text8 of intema- 
ional convmtions. This was even the case where the text of a convention had 
mn drawn up by an international conference on which all Member StptU 
rod been re resented. It war pointed out in this connexion that experience 
ud shown t L t a Main Committee, by the very fact of its rize, was not porticu- 
arly fitted to draft conventiona, and that when it was entrusted with the 
letailed study of conventions, it often did not have time to deal vtirfactorily 
with the other queationr for which it HOI ruponsibk. 

The Special Committee recognirea the importance of the worship of 
mnventionr by the General Amembl . It belkves that the aut rity of the Yr 
Gneral 4rsembly and the powerfu r influence itr debater have on public 
pinion should, in man casea, be used for the hcnefit of international CO- 
Dpemtion. It therefore avours the retention by the General Auanbly of the ty 
mes5afy freedom of &ion. 

The Special Committee therefore confinea i&If to ncamncn~mg that 
when conventions have been negotkteJ b international conferencu in which 
III the Member, of the United Nationr L ve been invited to take prt, and 
on which the 
cawcity but % 

have been represented, not onb by a 
y  repreaentatlver of Govemmentn, ulr 

rts acting in a ymo~al 
when thae amvaldau 

are rubrequently rubmitted to the General ably for conddsndoa, the 



Assembly should not undertake a further detaiied examination, but should 
limit itself to discussing them in a broad manner and to iving its 
views on the instruments submitted to it. After such a de te, the 

eners,! 
t e eners.! 

Assembly could, if desirable, adopt the conclusions reached by the conferencea 
and recommend to Members the acceptance or ratification of such conventions. 

This procedure might be applied in particular to conventions submitted 
to the Genera! Assembly as a result of conferences of a!! Member States con- 
vened by the Economic and Social Council under Article 62, paragraph 4, of 
the Charter. 

Cotuiderafiotr by ths General Assembly if international convsntionr prepared 
by experts or by conferences in which not all Member States take port- 

drafting of legal texts 

14. Furthermore, when it is proposed that the Genera! Assembly should 
consider conventions prepared by groups of experts not acting as govem- 
mental representatives, oy by conferences in which not a!! Members of the 
United Nations have been invited to take part, it would be advisable for the 
Genera! Committee and the Genera! Assemb! to determine whether one of 
the Main Committees, especially the Legal ommittee, would have enough E 
time during the session to examine these cbnv+ntions in detail, or whether it 
would be possible to set up an ad hoc committee to undertake this study during 
the session. 

If  this is not possible,, the Special Committee recommends that the Geti 
era1 Assembly should decide, after or without a genersi &bate on the funda- 
mental principles of the proposed convention, that En ud hoc committee should 
be established to meet between sessions. Alternatlyely, ihe Genera! Assembly 
might decide to convene a conference of plenipotentiaries between two of iti 
own sessions, to study, negotiate, draf.ff, and possibly sig I, the convention, 
The conference of plenipotentiaries might be empowered by the Genera! 
Assembly to transmit the instruments directly to Governments for acceptance 
or ratification. In this case too, the General Assembly might, at a subsequent 
session, exprass its genera! opinion on the convention resulting from the con- 
ference, and might recommend to Members its accept: (ice or ratification. 

With regard to the drafting of legal texts, the Special Committee strongly 
recommends that small drafting committees should be resorted to whenever 
possible. 

Meetings of the Gwral Committee and of the Main Corntitters 

29. In order that more frequent meetings of the Genera! Committee 
should not delay the worlc of plenary and committee meetings, the Special 
Committee wishes to mention that it would be desirable for the Genera! Corn- 
mittee to be enabled to meet, whenever necessary, at the same time as the 
plenary or the Main Committees. (In such cases, one of the Vice-Presidents 
could talce the chair at plenary meetings and the Vice-Chairman could rep!acc 
the Chairman at Main Committee meetings.) 

The Special iornmittee also considers that, in order to save time at the 
beginning of the session, some 01 the Main Committees should not wait until 
the end of the genera! debate before starting their work. 
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I Allocation of agenda items to fhe Main Committees 

22. In the past, some of the Main Committees have been allocated more 
items requiring prolonged consideration than have others. This has es cially 
heen the cast for the First Committee. The Special Committee note % , how- 
ever, that, during the third session of the General Assembly, exception had 
been made to the principle laid down in rule 89,S that “items relating to the 
same oategory of subjects shall be referred to the committee or committees 
dealing with that category of subjects”. 

The S ecial Committee feels that the allocation of items. to committees 
might be e w ected in a less rigid manner and that questions which may be con- 
sidered as falling within the competence of two or more committees, should 
preferably be referred to the committee with the lightest agenda. 

Consideration of agenda items in plenary maetings without prior reference 
to a Main Committee 

23. Another means of lightening the task of any given Main Committee 
would be to consider directly in the plenary meeting, without prehmmary 
reference to committee, certain uesttons which fall within the terms of 
reference of the Main Committee. Ir his procedure would, moreover, have the 
great advantage of reducing to a notable extent repetition of debate. 

It is felt that the amount of time saved by this method would be con- 
siderable, especially if the Main Committee and plenary meetings could he 
held concurrently. 

I f  the Main Committee could not meet at the same time as the plenary 
meetin the fact that the Committee was not meeting would enable another 
Main E ommittee to meet in its place. 

The consideration of uestions in plenary meetings would have the benefit 
of the attendance of lea ers ii of delegations and of greater solemnity and 
publicity. The slightly higher cost to the United Nations of plenary meetings, 
due in particular to the distribution of verbatim records of the meetmgs, would 
undoubtedly be compensated by the shorter duration of the session. 

The General Committee would he responsible for suggesting to the Gen- 
eral Assembly which items on the P 
The Special Committee 

enda might be dealt with in this manner. 
recommen % s that thts method should be introduced 

on an experimental basis at future sessions. 

The Special Committqs is of the opinion that this procedure would be 
especially appropriate for certain questions the essential aspects of which are 
already familiar to Members, such as items which have been considered by 
the General Assembly at previnus sessions aud which do not require either 
the presence of reprcscntativrs of non-member States or the hearing of 
testimony. 

3 Rule 99 of tbc present ralcs 



Thr rblr of thr Prrridmt of thr Cuurof Assmbly, of the Ch&mm 
of committm and of the Swstanat 

39. At this point the Special Committee desires to stress once more tht 
importance of the r6le of the President cl the General Assembly and of tbr 
Chairmen of committees. The satisfactory progress of the proceedmgs depends 
essentially on their competence, authorit 

r 
tact and impartialit 

for the nghts both of minorities as we 1 a8 majoritla, and h* 
, their respect 

t etr familiarity 
with the rules of procedure. The General Asaanbly, or the committ~, a8 the 
case may be, is the master of the conduct of its own proceedings, It la, how- 
ever, the special task of the Chairmen to guide the proceedinga of these bodiu 
In the best interests of all the Members. 

The Special Committee considers that everything possible rhould be done 
to help Chairmen in the discharge of these important functions. The President 
of the General Assembly and the General Committee should assist tbe Chair- 
men of committees with their advice. The Secretary-General should place bh 
experience and all his authority at their disposal. 

The Special Committee is happy to note the Secretariat’s valuable practice 
of holding daily meetings of the committee secretaries, under the chairmanship 
of the Executtve Auistant to the Secretary-General, where the procedural 

ilo 
uestionr arising from day to day in the General Assembly and committee8 are 

roughly examined. Furthermore, the Special Committee rtressea the value 
of hovmg, as in the past, a legal adviser from the Secretariat in attendance at 
meetinga to give the Chahmen or the committee8 such ad&e 01 they may need 
tiszduct of thur budnesa and the interpretation of the du of 

TI 
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(a 

(t 



I8 cwtwun 

18 once more &I 
mbl and of the 
:eudngr depends 
itp *their ~ywt 
t ur fanul~ority 

ommitt+ a8 tba 
lings. It IS, how. 
a of these bodiu 

c should be done 
s. The Preaidmt 
assist the Chair- 
should place hir 

valuable practia 
:he chairmanship 
! the procedunl 
3 committee3 are 
tresses the V&I 
in attendance 8t 
u theym8ylleal 
of the ruler of 

ANNEX II’ 

MECHODS AND PR~CEDUIL&~OF TEE GENKPAL ASSEMBLY 

FOPDEALING WITH LEOALANDDIUfiINO QlJIBTIONd 

I 
port 1 

Racomnundotions of thr Gawd Asmnbly 

The Gmerd Ammb~y, 
. . . . . 
1. Rmomnunds: 
(4) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a recommen- 

dation to the General Assembly to request an advisory opinion from 
the International Court of Justice, the matter may, at some appr~- 
p&e stage of its consideration by that Committee, be referred to 
the Sixth Committee for advice on tho legal aspects and on the 
drafting of the request, or the Committee concerned may propose 
that the matter should be considered by a joint Committee of itself 
and the Sixth CommitteC ; 

(6) That, whenever any Committee comemplates making a recommen- 
dation to the General Assembly to refer a matter to the InternMional 
Law Commission, the Committee ma , at sane appro date a 
its consideration, consult the Sixth dmmittee aa to $e advi%$ 
of such a reference and on its drafting; 

(c) That, whenever any Committee contemplaks making a recocnmenda- 
tion for the adoption by the General Aanembly of any amendment to 
the rub of procedure of the General Amembly, the matter shall, at 
aotne appropriate rhge of itr consideration by that Committee, be 

rt” of the Special Committee 

mcnlioeed rceommendatioos of tile General Assembly is accordingly reproduced in part 1, 
md that of tbc specified paragraphs of the report of tbc Special Coon&cc in part 2 
of lhis Plmcx. 

6 The parngrapb irlunbers refer to par 
Sob-titlcn PI well 1u1 words fn 

of the rep-x? d the Special Commfttca. 

~~elnriat for coc~*uofcacc of 
cts aad footnot- bavc beeu ioacrtcd by the 



referred to the Sixth Committee for advice on the drafting of such 
amendment and of any consequential amendment; rnt 

die 
(d) That, when a Committee considers the legal aspects of a question tbl 

important, the Committee should refer it for legal advice to the Sixth aff 
Committee or pro 

r 
se that the question should be considered by a its 

joint Committee o itself and the Sixth Committee. 
DI 

Part 2 

Excerpts from the re or: o the Special Committee for the Consideration tel 
of Methods and B d rare ures of the General Assembly for Dealing 

I 

in 
with Legal and Drafting Questions 

: 
Allocation of agenda items to the Main Committees 

19. As to the first of those problems [namely, the allocation of agenda 
items to the Main Committees by the General Assembly at the outset of each 
session 
dure o I 

, the Special Committee recalled that rule 97’ of the ruies of proce- 
the General Assembly provided that “Items relating to the same 

category of subjects shall be referred to the committee or committees dealing 
with that wtegory of subjects . . .I’. It also noted that a recommendation of 
the Special Committee on Methods and Procedures, approved by the General 
Assembly in resolution 362 (IV) of 22 October 1949 and annexed to the rules 
of procedure, provided that “. . . questions which may be considered as falling 
within the competence of two or more committees should preferably be 
referred to the committee with the lightest agenda”. 

20. In view of those provisions, the present Special Committee did not 
find it necessary to make. any forma! recommendation on the allocation of 
a 
c! 

enda items at the opening of each session. It was confident that the General 
ommittee, in making recommendations to the General Assembly on the 

distribution of agenda items, would continue to bear in mind the Sixth COW- 
mittee’s function, laid down in rule 101’ of the rules of procedure, as the 
Legal Committee. 

ar 
dc 

ii 

R 

LJrajting of comptrx legd instruments 

29. During the course of the discussion [on the question of the draftin 
of corn lex legal hutrumenta ruch as international agreements, statutes o 

f: 
4 

tribuna , etc.] it was pointed out that the Special Committee on Methods 
and Procedures, in paragraphs 13 and 14 of its report, approved by General 
Assembly resolution 362 (IV) of 22 October 1949 and annexed to the rules 
of procedurc,s made certain recommendations concerning the drafting of 
conventions, and concluded : ” With regard to the drafting of legal texts, the 
Special Committee stroogly recommends that small drafting committees should 
be resorted to whenever possible”. 

6Rule !NoI the present rules. 
’ Rule 101 of the presete rub. 
*See page 31. 
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30, The S ial Committee was in complete agreement with these recom- 
mendations an F , m view of their previous approval by the General Assembly, 
did not find it necessary to adopt a new provision on the subject. However, 
the Special Committee considered it desirable that that 
armed in its report. On that understanding the United 
its draft proposaLe 

Drajting of Generd Assembly resolutionsi 

35. In addition to the above pro sals, the United Kingdom submitted 
s draft (A/AC.60/L.22) which prow ed for ‘8” riodie meetings of the ragy- 
teurs of Committees with the competent offici s of the Secrefariat tb esta ish, 
in ‘~0 far as practicable, common methods of drafting and to ensure that in 
general the drafting of resolutions was satisfactory from the point of view of 
style, form and the use of technical terms. 

36. It was pointed out that there might be certain practical difficulties in 
arranging for periodic meetings of rapporteurs. The Special Committee 
decided to make no formal recomrnendatlon on the subject; nevertheless, the 
Committee believes that it is desirable that informal consultation should take 

b 
lace from time to time between the various rapporteurs and officials of the 
ecretariat for the purpose described in the United Kingdom proposal. 

Reports 01 the Secretary-General under General Assembly resolution 362 (IV) 

37. The United Kingdom submitted a draft proposal (A/AC.6O/L.23) 
suggesting that the Secretary-General should be requested to furnish to the 
General Assembly an annual report on the matters dealt with by the Special 
Committee, indicating to what extent the Assembly or its Committees had 
succeeded during the year in realiring the objectives aimed at and suggesting 
any appropriate adjustments or improvements in the methods and procedures 
involved. 

38. During the discussion, the representative of the Secreta -General 
recalled that the General Assembly, in paragraph G of resolution 62 (IV) 3 

lo Proposal by El Salvador (AIACXWL.20) which was withdrawn in favour of a 
revised text (A/AC.fXl/L.20/Rev.l) iocorporating amendments by the United Kingdom 
(MAC.WLZl), Belgium and Egypt. This revised kxt, which was worded as follows, 
was kludd ill the recon~mcndalio~~s of thr Special Committee to the Get~ral Assmobly : 

“(<I That, normally, the Chairmao of a Committee. shall, at the appropriate time, 
$1 :poo the ViceJ3airman and the Rap rteur to join him for the purpose of 

OK. 
roceed- 

‘a& m  consultatiml with the compctcot clals of the Secretariat, lo examine t R e draft 
re=lu+ls from ihc point of view of style, form and the u.9~ of iechoical terms, ata ,whetr 
apProPrlak, to suggest to the Committee such changes as they deem ae,~srory.” 



of 22 October 194, had rquested the Secretary-General “to ,carry out appn 
priate studies and to submit, at such times as he may consider approprlat 
suitable proposals for the improvement of the methods and procedures of tt 
General Assunbl and its committees. . “. It was pointed out that tl 

I Secretary-Gen arar was much concerned with improving the procedures ar 
methods of the Assembly and that there was no need for a new resolutic 
requesting reports on that subject. I 

39. The Special Committee agreed that. the points covered by the Unite 
Kingdom draft could be included when advisable in reports of the Secretar 
General under resolution 362 (IV) ; such reports should be submitted at ti 
a propriate tbnea, and at reasonably frequent intervals. Consequently, tl 
8. mted Kingdom draft was withdrawn, and the Committee makes no form 
recommendation on the subject. I 
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1” ANNEX III ‘1 
1 

hlCEDUR8 FOR THE BXAYINATION OF REPORTS AND PETITIONS 

RBLATINOTOTHBTBPP~~ORYOF~OUTE~B~T~~XC~ 

Spacfd rubs adopted by the &nerd Assmsbly at its ninth stuior 

PROCEDURE WITH RmihmTQRzPonTa 

Specid rule A: The General Assembly &all nceive annually from the 
Committee on South West Africa the report on South Went Africa submitted 
to the Committee by the Union of South Africa (or a report on conditiona in 
the Territory of South West Africa prepared by the Committee in accordance 
with pa-ph 12 (c) of General Assembly resolution 749 A (VIII)), 
together with the observations of the Committee on the report as well aa the 
comments of the duly author&d repreaentotive of the Union of South Africa, 
should that Government decide to follow the General Aswmbly’r recom- 
mendation and appoint such a representative. 

Q&J! rule B: The General A-b1 
obtwvations of the Committee on South x 

&all, aa a ruk, be guided by the 
eat Africa and &all & itr con- 

clusions, as far OS possible, on the Commit&& observations. 

PlOCB)UBE WITH RECABD 70 PETXTIONI 

Sprcid rub C: The General Assembly shall receive annually fran the 
Committee on South West Africa a report with regard to petitiona rubmiied 
to it. The summary records of the meetinge at which the petitiona were 
dircwed ahall be attached. 

Specid rula D: The General Amanbly &all, u a rule, be guided by the 
conclwion8 of the Committee on South Weot Africa and ah8ll base ita own 
conchwiono, a~ far aa pouible, on the conch&~ of the Canmittee. 

VOTING PROCEDUPB 

Special twls F: Decisions of the General Aswmbly on uestions relatin 
to re-xts and petitions concerning the Territory of South 84 ei est Africa ahal 
be regarded aa important questions within the meaning of Article 18, para- 
graph 2, of the Charter of the United Nations. 

Tee resolution 844 (IX) of 11 October 1954. 
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