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Letter dated 20 December 1972 from the Permanent Representative of 
Tkrael t’; the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 

Upon instructions of my Government I have the honour to refer to the letter 
addressed to you on 14 December lo72 by the Permanent Representative of Jordan 
(A/8?75-s/10848). 

The Jordanian letter is one of the usual sorties into propeyanda by falsehood 
and distortion; this time on the question of freedom of worship and the protection 
of. hay .sit.@s, ?ord.an!g .rq~or&-in those matters_?. du_rinP its l!-yearo’ ;;Tg-a;ion 
of areas on the West Bank, including part of Jerusilem, 1s notorioW~. 
matter of qeneral knowledge that the Jordanian authorities desecrated and permitted 
in those areas the desecration of numerous sites holy to Judaism. Thus Jordan 
destroyed 39 synago&uee in the Old City of Jerusalea and prevented the acce1e of 
Jews to their holy places, in flagrant violation of its 5 nternational obligations, 

The aforesaid letter deliberately ignore- the fact that the Flebrorl ,ii;e to 
which it refers is holy also to #Judaism, as the %chnela Cave contains the tombs 
of the Patriarchs of the Jewish peopis. It is the most ancient holy site of 
,!XdiliSm, to which for thousands of spars Jewish pil?rims had ?onz to pray. During 
the +.Tordsnian occupation Jews were denrived of this right <just as they were barred 
f’roy all other #Tewish holy sites under <Tordanis.n control, includinp the ‘Jestern 
‘.!a11 , 

It is typical of the method of d~ta~ation adopted bv <Jordan that the Jordanian 
ret2cscntati.ve’s letter should raise n!rain, by devious innuendo, the slanderous 
lie concerninK the fire in El.-Aqsn !losque, an P?+, cOrmitt,ed by R zentally disturbed 
non--,TetC sh forei,flner. ’ -I fact, the ~~‘osque was ScLved by the ,\oint efforts of Israeli 
<IrId Arab firemen. 
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The Government of Israel redects with renusnance the Jordanian habit of 
introducinfl religious matters into political iasues in order to stir UD nassions for 
political ends. Israel’s liberal and tolerant policy has brought about the present 
situation of coexistence and mutual accommodation between the various communities 
and religious denominations, and has been widely acclaimed by informed public 
opinion throuphout the world. This situation may be disolensin~ to the Jordanian 
Government, but the latter could hardly expect the Israel Government to continue 
the Jordanian policies of discrimination and disrenard for the rirthts of relip.ious 
fg-oups . 

The Government of ‘Israel will pursue its policy of ensurinr freedon of access 
to and worship at holy sites in areas under its administration to all the 
communities and all the relinious denominations in order to make Teaceful 
coexistence possible for all believers. This is also the case in the area of the 
Cave of the Mnchpela. 

I have the honour to request that this letter be circulated as a document of 
the General Assembly and the Security Council and forwarded to the Comr?ission on 
Human Ri(!hts. 

(Sipned) Yoscf TI?Kr)AII .- 
Permanent Renresentative of Israel 

to the United I?‘ations 

--w-e 


