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The meeting was c a l l e d t o o r d e r a t 10.15 a.m. 

QUESTION OP THE VIOLATION OF НШМЯ RIGHTS IN THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES, 

INCLUDING PALESTINE (agenda i t e m 4) ( c o n t i n u e d ) 

(E/CN. 4/1989/2-E/CN.4/Sub. 2/1988/38; E/CN.4/1989/4, 5 and 6; 

E/CN.4/1989/NGO/26 and 27; A/43/694 and 806) 

THE RIGHT OF proPLES ТЭ SELF4DETERMINATION AND ITS APPLICATION TO PTOPLES 

UNDER COLONIAL OR ALIEN DOMINATION OR TOREIGN OCCUPATION (agenda i t e m 9) 

(co n t i n u e d ) (E/CN. 4/1989/13, 14, 49, 52 and 53; A/43/735) 

1. M r . MEZZALmA ( I t a l y ) s a i d t h a t , f o r over a y e a r , t h e I s r a e l i army had 

been r e p r e s s i n g a p o p u l a r u p r i s i n g i n the o c c u p i e d Arab t e r r i t o r i e s w h i c h was 

th e e x p r e s s i o n o f a n a t i o n a l awareness t h a t c o u l d no l o n g e r be s t i f l e d . At 

the c u r r e n t s e s s i o n , f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s by I s r a e l o f the fun d a m e n t a l freedoms 

had been r e p o r t e d t o the Commission and t h e y were i n s t r i k i n g c o n t r a s t t o the 

i d e a commonly h e l d o f the h i s t o r i c a l and c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e on w h i c h I s r a e l was 

fo u n d e d . The s i t u a t i o n was d e s c r i b e d i n d e t a i l i n th e R e p o r t o f t h e S p e c i a l 

Committee t o I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s A f f e c t i n g the Human R i g h t s o f t h e 

P o p u l a t i o n o f t h e O c c u p i e d T e r r i t o r i e s (A/43/694). 

2. The Commission s h o u l d condemn the v i o l e n c e i n those t e r r i t o r i e s whoever 

was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i t b u t s h o u l d be even f i r m e r when i t appeared t h a t such 

v i o l e n c e stemmed from a Government and r e g u l a r m i l i t a r y f o r c e s i n 

c o n t r a v e n t i o n o f b o t h c o n v e n t i o n a l and customary i n t e r n a t i o n a l r u l e s 

c o n c e r n i n g human r i g h t s . H i s d e l e g a t i o n thus a p p e a l e d t o the Government o f 

I s r a e l t o adhere s t r i c t l y t o the p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e F o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n 

r e l a t i v e t o the P r o t e c t i o n o f C i v i l i a n P e r s o n s i n Time o f War. H i s d e l e g a t i o n 

had a l r e a d y adopted t h a t p o s i t i o n i n th e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l o f which i t had been 

a member f o r two y e a r s . The European Community h a d , on s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s , 

d e p l o r e d the p o l i c y o f e s t a b l i s h i n g I s r a e l i s e t t l e m e n t s i n the o c c u p i e d 

t e r r i t o r i e s , had urged I s r a e l t o comply w i t h the U n i t e d N a t i o n s 

recommendations and had c o n f i r m e d i t s s t r o n g s u p p o r t f o r t h e e x e c u t i o n o f 

programmes t o a s s i s t the t e r r i t o r i e s i n q u e s t i o n . 

3. Through the I M i t e d N a t i o n s R e l i e f and Works Agency f o r P a l e s t i n e Refugees 

i n the Near E a s t (UNFWA), h i s Government had h e l p e d c o n s i d e r a b l y t o a l l e v i a t e 

t h e p h y s i c a l and m o r a l s u f f e r i n g o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . However, i t was 

w e l l aware t h a t , o ver and above h u m a n i t a r i a n a c t i o n , the c o n f l i c t had t o be 

r e s o l v e d a t i t s r o o t s . No p e a c e f u l s o l u t i o n c o u l d be a c h i e v e d i f t h e 

P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e ' s r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n were d i s r e g a r d e d . 

F o r t u n a t e l y , t he s t a t e m e n t s made by th e P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l i n 

November 1988, the G e n e r a l Assembly meetings h e l d a t Geneva i n December and 

t h e d i r e c t d i a l o g u e t h a t had been s t a r t e d between the U n i t e d S t a t e s and the 

Р Ш , had bro u g h t f r e s h hope. The n e x t r e q u i r e m e n t was t o move towards 

c o n v e n i n g an i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace c o n f e r e n c e on th e M i d d l e E a s t . To t h a t e n d , 

a l l the p a r t i e s s h o u l d be p a t i e n t but a l s o b o l d , so t h a t b o t h the l e g i t i m a t e 

r i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e and the s e c u r i t y o f t h e S t a t e o f I s r a e l m ight 

be r e c o g n i z e d . 

4. Ms. ZWEIBEN ( U n i t e d S t a t e s ) s a i d t h a t her c o u n t r y f e l t d e e p l y about t h e 

w e l l - b e i n g o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . S i n c e 1949, h e r Government had been by 

f a r t h e l a r g e s t c o n t r i b u t o r t o UNRWA. F u r t h e r m o r e , p r i v a t e c h a r i t a b l e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n h e r c o u n t r y h a d , s i n c e 1975, c o n t r i b u t e d o v e r 80 m i l l i o n 

d o l l a r s t o a s s i s t P a l e s t i n i a n r e s i d e n t s on the West Bank and i n G a z a . Her 
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Government had a l s o been a major c o n t r i b u t o r t o the d e v e l o p n e n t progranme o f 

t h e Government o f J o r d a n f o r t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s u n t i l t h a t programme had 

been t e r m i n a t e d i n J u l y 1988. 

5. S i n c e t h e end o f the 1967 w a r , her Government had r e g a r d e d I s r a e l a s t h e 

o c c u p y i n g Power o f the t e r r i t o r i e s o f the West Bank, Gaza, E a s t J e r u s a l e m and 

the G olan H e i g h t s and c o n s i d e r e d t h a t I s r a e l ' s o c c u p a t i o n was g o v e r n e d by 

The Hague R e g u l a t i o n s o f 1907 and by the F o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n r e l a t i v e t o 

t h e P r o t e c t i o n o f C i v i l i a n P e r s o n s i n Time o f War o f 1949. C o n s e q u e n t l y , i t 

r e c o g n i z e d I s r a e l ' s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o m a i n t a i n o r d e r i n the o c c u p i e d 

t e r r i t o r i e s b u t was opposed t o the e x c e s s i v e use o f f o r c e and t o p r a c t i c e s 

s u c h as a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n and e x p u l s i o n . 

6. On t h e o t h e r h and, the Government o f I s r a e l had v e r y r e a l s e c u r i t y 

c o n c e r n s ? the West Bank and Gaza had r e p e a t e d l y been r a c k e d by v i o l e n c e . Her 

d e l e g a t i o n t h e r e f o r e a p p e a l e d t o a l l p a r t i e s t o show r e s t r a i n t , i t c o u l d n o t 

s u p p o r t o n e - s i d e d r e s o l u t i o n s d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t I s r a e l ' s p o l i c i e s i n the 

o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s w h i c h d i d n o t a l s o c a l l f o r an end t o a c t s o f v i o l e n c e 

a g a i n s t I s r a e l i o f f i c i a l s and c i t i z e n s i n t h o s e t e r r i t o r i e s . F u r t h e r m o r e , i n 

her d e l e g a t i o n ' s v i e w , the o f t e n i n t e m p e r a t e language used i n c r i t i c i s m o f 

I s r a e l d u r i n g t h e Commission's d e b a t e , o n l y c o m p l i c a t e d the s e a r c h f o r a j u s t 

and l a s t i n g p e a c e . I n the M i d d l e E a s t a s e l s e w h e r e , i t must be u n d e r s t o o d 

t h a t human r i g h t s s t a n d a r d s a p p l i e d t o a l l p a r t i e s and n o t j u s t t o I s r a e l . 

L a s t l y , t h e r e were o t h e r r e g i o n s i n t h e w o r l d where the c o n d u c t o f Governments 

gave cause f o r c o n c e r n w i t h r e s p e c t t o human r i g h t s and t h e Commission s h o u l d 

a l s o d e m o n s t r a t e i t s i m p a r t i a l i t y when t h o s e r e g i o n s were d i s c u s s e d . 

7. Mr. WAIDEN (Observer f o r I s r a e l ) s a i d t h a t the debate on i t e m s 4 and 9 

was b e i n g c o n d u c t e d i n t h e c o n t e x t o f two major o f f e n s i v e s . The f i r s t was t h e 

v i o l e n t a t t a c k s w h i c h had been made f o r more than 13 months on I s r a e l i t r o o p s 

and c i v i l i a n s i n J u d e a - S a m a r i a and i n t h e Gaza D i s t r i c t . The s e c o n d , i n u t t e r 

c o n t r a d i c t i o n t o t h e f i r s t , was t h e p u b l i c - r e l a t i o n s campaign l a u n c h e d by 

Mr. A r a f a t a t h i s p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e on 14 December 1988 t o t r y and c o n v i n c e 

w o r l d p u b l i c o p i n i o n t h a t the РЮ had renounced t e r r o r i s m and v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t 

I s r a e l and was s e e k i n g a p e a c e f u l s e t t l e m e n t . The s t a t e m e n t s made i n t h e l a s t 

few days by the A r a b r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n the Commission l e f t few i l l u s i o n s as 

t o the a u t h e n t i c i t y o f t h e good i n t e n t i o n s e x p r e s s e d ; i n f a c t , t h e y r e f l e c t e d 

no m o d e r a t i o n and some had even gone s o f a r a s t o i n v e n t m a l i c i o u s l i e s about 

gas chambers and t h e s t e a l i n g o f o r g a n s f o r t r a n s p l a n t s . 

8. However, he wondered f i r s t o f a l l whether the PLO had r e a l l y renounced 

t e r r o r i s m . In the p a s t , members o f t h a t O r g a n i z a t i o n had o f t e n h i j a c k e d 

a e r o p l a n e s o r blown them up i n m i d - a i r . A c c o r d i n g t o c e r t a i n U i i t e d S t a t e s 

s o u r c e s q u o t e d by the t e l e v i s i o n network CBS, t h e r e c e n t L o c k e r b i e d i s a s t e r 

had been c a u s e d by the P o p u l a r F r o n t f o r the L i b e r a t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , headed 

by Ahmed J i b r i l , w i t h t h e c o - o p e r a t i o n o f L i b y a and the a p p r o v a l o f the head 

o f S y r i a n M i l i t a r y I n t e l l i g e n c e . I t was a l s o the PLO t h a t had thought o f 

m u r d e r i n g s p o r t s m e n a t the O l y n p i c Games, o f l a u n c h i n g armed a t t a c k s a g a i n s t 

e m b a s s i e s , o f s l a u g h t e r i n g c h i l d r e n i n s c h o o l buses and e x p l o d i n g bombs i n 

s u p e r m a r k e t s , s c h o o l s and synagogues. C e r t a i n l y t h e c o s t l y s e c u r i t y measures 

c u r r e n t l y a d o p t e d i n a i r t r a n s p o r t - and even a t the e n t r a n c e t o the 

c o n f e r e n c e room o f the Commission - were t h e r e s u l t o f a c t i o n s c o n c e i v e d and 

c a r r i e d o u t by the PLO. 
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9. He wondered whether i t was p o s s i b l e t h e n t o b e l i e v e t h a t the PLO had 

renounced t e r r o r i s m . Mr. A r a f a t h i m s e l f had s a i d t h a t such a r e n u n c i a t i o n o f 

t e r r o r i s m d i d n o t i n c l u d e the s o - c a l l e d i n t i f a d a h . There was a l s o 

Mr. A r a f a t ' s t h r e a t , a f t e r Mr. E l i a s F r e i j , the mayor o f B e t h l e h e m , had s a i d 

on 2 3 December 19 88 t h a t the " P a l e s t i n i a n s would be happy t o a c c e p t an 

h o n o u r a b l e t r u c e " . Mr. A r a f a t ' s r e s p o n s e had been: "Whoever t h i n k s o f 

s t o p p i n g t h e i n t i f a d a h b e f o r e i t a c h i e v e s i t s g o a l s , I w i l l g i v e him 

10 b u l l e t s i n h i s c h e s t " . The PliO s u b s e q u e n t l y d e n i e d t h a t h i s i n t e n t i o n i n 

making t h a t s t a t e m e n t was t o t h r e a t e n the mayor, though i t was a c u r i o u s 

c o i n c i d e n c e t h a t those words had been s a i d j u s t one week a f t e r Mr. F r e i j had 

made h i s s t a t e m e n t . However, t h e t h r e a t was i n t e n d e d f o r anyone who t r i e d t o 

s t o p t h e v i o l e n c e i n the t e r r i t o r i e s . I n t h a t c o n n e c t i o n , he r e c a l l e d t h e 

murder o f Mr. Z a f r a H i a s r i , former mayor o f N a b l u s , on 2 March 1986 and s a i d 

t h a t he had i n h i s hand a l i s t o f some 20 P a l e s t i n i a n s who had been murdered 

by the PLO, i n c l u d i n g mayors and r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s . There was a l s o t h e 

agreement r e c e n t l y s i g n e d between t h e PLO and the Lebanese o r g a n i z a t i o n Amal 

t o c o n t i n u e o p e r a t i o n s i n the n o r t h a g a i n s t ' I s r a e l . 

10. I t was c l e a r then what the s o - c a l l e d r e n u n c i a t i o n o f t e r r o r i s m by t h e РШ 

anounted t o , b u t the q u e s t i o n a r o s e whether i t s o t h e r a s s e r t i o n , t h a t i t 

a c c e p t e d the e x i s t e n c e o f I s r a e l , was a c r e d i b l e one. A f t e r h a v i n g p o i n t e d 

o u t t h a t I s r a e l d i d n o t seek r e c o g n i t i o n from t h e PLO and d i d n o t i n t e n d t o 

r e c o g n i z e i t , he s a i d t h a t Mr. Abu l y a d , Mr. A r a f a t ' s deputy and a r c h i t e c t o f 

the p r o ' s c u r r e n t s t r a t e g y , had e x p l a i n e d t h a t the PLO had r e v i v e d t h e "phased 

p l a n " a d o p t e d by the P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l a t C a i r o i n 1974. T h a t p l a n 

c o i r p r i s e d a t w o - s t e p progranme: f i r s t l y , the c r e a t i o n o f a P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e 

i n any t e r r i t o r y e v a c u a t e d by I s r a e l a n d , s e c o n d l y , the l a u n c h i n g o f a 

m i l i t a r y a t t a c k f r o m t h a t S t a t e t o d e s t r o y I s r a e l . On 6 December 1988, 

Mr. Abu l y a d had a l s o s t a t e d "We s h a l l l i b e r a t e P a l e s t i n e s t a g e by s t a g e . . . 

We w i l l work t o expand the b o r d e r s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e i n o r d e r t o 

r e a l i z e o u r a s p i r a t i o n s f o r a l l the l a n d o f P a l e s t i n e " . He a l s o q u o t e d 

L e i l a K h a l e d , a member o f the P o p u l a r F r o n t f o r t h e L i b e r a t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , 

who had beccme the S e c r e t a r y o f the G e n e r a l I M i o n o f P a l e s t i n i a n Wcmen a f t e r 

she had g a i n e d n o t o r i e t y by h i j a c k i n g an a e r o p l a n e , who had s a i d : " I am f r o m 

H a i f a and would l i k e t o go back t h e r e . Our f i r s t o b j e c t i v e i s t o r e t u r n t o 

N a b l u s , and t h e n move on t o T e l - A v i v " . 

1 1 . He then r e p l i e d t o the c r i t i c i s m s e x p r e s s e d i n the Commission on t h e 

s u b j e c t o f the measures adopt e d by I s r a e l a g a i n s t the a g i t a t i o n i n t h e 

t e r r i t o r i e s . He r e c a l l e d , f i r s t o f a l l , t h a t I s r a e l was i n t h o s e t e r r i t o r i e s 

a s a r e s u l t o f a war o f a g g r e s s i o n l a u n c h e d by J o r d a n i n 19 67 and t h a t i t 

t h e r e f o r e wanted t o p r e v e n t the r e p e t i t i o n o f s u c h a g g r e s s i o n . S e v e r a l 

s p e a k e r s had r e f e r r e d t o t h e Arab women and c h i l d r e n t h a t had been wounded or 

k i l l e d b u t he wondered who had urged t h o s e women and c h i l d r e n t o a t t a c k 

I s r a e l i s o l d i e r s . The Commission, w h i c h had b e f o r e i t a d r a f t c o n v e n t i o n on 

the r i g h t s o f the c h i l d , s h o u l d be c o n c e r n e d a t the f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s o f 

t h o s e r i g h t s i n u s i n g c h i l d r e n i n such a way. There was a l s o t h e r e s o l u t i o n 

a d o p t e d by the T w e n t y - f i f t h I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

C o m n i t t e e o f the Red C r o s s (ICRC) i n w h i c h ICRC e x p r e s s e d i t s deep c o n c e r n a t 

t h e phenomenon o f c h i l d r e n t a k i n g a d i r e c t p a r t i n h o s t i l i t i e s . I n f a c t , f o r 

a nuntoer o f y e a r s t h e РЮ had p u r s u e d a p o l i c y o f c a r r y i n g o u t o p e r a t i o n s f r o m 

c i v i l i a n camps i n o r d e r t o g a i n a propaganda a d v a n t a g e from the c o n s e q u e n t 

d e a t h s o f c i v i l i a n s . 
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12. The hundreds o f I s r a e l i s wounded or k i l l e d by the v i o l e n c e , i n c l u d i n g 

many women and c h i l d r e n , s h o u l d n o t be f o r g o t t e n e i t h e r . Some p e o p l e ' s 

judgement was so b i a s e d i t was s h o c k i n g ; even i n the case o f an o r g a n i z a t i o n 

a s r e s p e c t e d as Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l . Such a t t i t u d e s i n the Commission 

c r e a t e d the atmosphere o f a kangaroo c o u r t and was not c o n d u c i v e t o any k i n d 

o f s e t t l e m e n t . 

13. He the n r e c a l l e d t he e x t e n t o f the v i o l e n c e o f the i n t i f a d a h . Bands o f 

masked men had c o m p e l l e d p e o p l e t o t a k e p a r t i n the r i o t s a g a i n s t t h e i r w i l l , 

shops and f a c t o r i e s had been f o r c e d t o c l o s e and s t u d e n t s had been p r e s s u r e d 

to l e a v e t h e i r c l a s s r o o m s , v e h i c l e s t r a n s p o r t i n g Arab workers had been 

a t t a c k e d w i t h p e t r o l bombs and anyone who r e s i s t e d t h a t carapaign o f t e r r o r was 

t h r e a t e n e d and o f t e n m u rdered. The o r g a n i z a t i o n and the l e a d e r s who were 

p e r p e t u a t i n g t h a t v i o l e n c e o b v i o u s l y d i d n o t w i s h t o have any n e g o t i a t i o n s ; 

i n f a c t they w i s h e d t o p r e v e n t them. 

14. A g r e a t d e a l o f m i s l e a d i n g i n f o r m a t i o n had been d i s s e m i n a t e d about the 

measures t a k e n by I s r a e l t o s t o p the v i o l e n c e and m u r d e r s . I t was, i n f a c t , 

t h e i n s t i g a t o r s o f the r i o t s who i n c i t e d and armed the c h i l d r e n and women and 

who abused the a s y l u m o f f e r e d by the mosques and h o s p i t a l s by h i d i n g 

t e r r o r i s t s and weapons i n them. I t was n o t I s r a e l t h a t had been r e s p o n s i b l e 

f o r c l o s i n g the s c h o o l s and u n i v e r s i t i e s ; i n f a c t s i n c e 1967, I s r a e l had 

e s t a b l i s h e d and m a i n t a i n e d n i n e u n i v e r s i t i e s and i n s t i t u t i o n s o f h i g h e r 

l e a r n i n g i n the t e r r i t o r i e s and the do o r s remained open f o r those who w i s h e d 

t o l e a r n . I s r a e l had a l s o been accused o f p r o h i b i t i n g c e r t a i n l i t e r a t u r e and 

he gave an i d e a o f the typ e o f books t h a t were banned by q u o t i n g from a 

te x t b o o k by Mr. Muhammad Az a t h Druzas " P a l e s t i n e w i l l be c l e a n s e d o f the 

Z i o n i s t a b o m i n a t i o n and w i l l Ьесотпе p u r e l y A r a b i c " . 

1 5 . I s r a e l had the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f m a i n t a i n i n g o r d e r under a r t i c l e 64 o f 

the F o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n and a r t i c l e 43 o f The Hague R e g u l a t i o n s o f 1907. 

In p e r f o r m i n g t h a t d u t y , I s r a e l i f o r c e s had shown c o n s i d e r a b l e r e s t r a i n t ; 

i n d e e d , i n many o f the c o u n t r i e s whose r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s were p o n t i f i c a t i n g on 

human r i g h t s , d i s t u r b a n c e s such a s t h o s e would have been c r u s h e d w i t h such 

b r u t a l i t y t h a t they w o u ld have been t e r m i n a t e d i m m e d i a t e l y . I s r a e l i s o l d i e r s 

used f i r e a r m s o n l y i f t h e i r l i v e s were i n danger; p l a s t i c b u l l e t s were used 

o n l y t o d i s p e r s e v i o l e n t d e m o n s t r a t o r s and n o t t o d i s s u a d e by wounding. T h e r e 

may have been a few i s o l a t e d c a s e s o f abuse b u t t h o s e had been i n v e s t i g a t e d 

and the g u i l t y p u n i s h e d . F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e r e had been no food s h o r t a g e d u r i n g 

t h e c u r f e w s ; ICRC had c o n f i r m e d t h a t . 

16. C o n t r a r y t o what some c r i t i c s a s s e r t e d , the t r i a l s b e f o r e m i l i t a r y c o u r t s 

were c o n d u c t e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the p r o c e d u r e s t h a t p r e v a i l e d i n the c o u r t s 

o f law o f t h e Western S t a t e s . E v e r y s u s p e c t had the r i g h t t o be r e p r e s e n t e d 

by an a t t o r n e y o f h i s c h o i c e . The maintenance o f the r u l e o f law was s t i l l 

f u r t h e r s t r e n g t h e n e d by the f a c t t h a t r e s i d e n t s o f t h e a d m i n i s t e r e d a r e a s were 

a b l e t o p e t i t i o n the Hi g h C o u r t o f J u s t i c e . A d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n had 

sometimes been found n e c e s s a r y , b u t the l e g a l p r o v i s i o n s which p e r m i t t e d i t 

were i n f u l l c o n f o r m i t y w i t h a r t i c l e 78 o f the Etourth Geneva C o n v e n t i o n . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , under a s p e c i a l agreement w i t h ICRC, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h a t 

o r g a n i z a t i o n were p e r m i t t e d t o meet d e t a i n e e s w i t h i n 14 days o f t h e i r a r r e s t 

and a t r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s t h e r e a f t e r . ICRC d o c t o r s were p e r m i t t e d t o examine 

any d e t a i n e e s who c o m p l a i n e d o f improper t r e a t m e n t ; they s u b s e q u e n t l y 
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s u b m i t t e d c o p i e s o f t h e m e d i c a l r e p o r t s t o t h e I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s . 

Cc»nplaints s u b m i t t e d t h r o u g h ICRC were i n v e s t i g a t e d and ICRC was i n f o r m e d o f 

t h e f i n d i n g s . E x p u l s i o n o r d e r s had been i s s u e d i n v e r y s e r i o u s c a s e s b u t , 

under r e g u l a t i o n 108 o f the Defence Einergency R e g u l a t i o n s o f 1947, t h a t 

measure a f f e c t e d o n l y p e r s o n s whose p r e s e n c e might endanger t h e s e c u r i t y o f 

the a d m i n i s t e r e d a r e a s . Such p e r s o n s c o u l d a l s o a p p e a l t o an a d v i s o r y 

c o m m i t t e e , w h i c h heard the a p p e l l a n t s and made recommendations. 

17. L a s t l y , I s r a e l was a c c u s e d o f r e j e c t i n g the peace o f f e r made by t h e PLO 

and the Arab w o r l d . He d i d n o t a c c e p t t h a t a c c u s a t i o n . C l o s e r e x a m i n a t i o n o f 

the o f f e r showed t h a t the PLO and the Arab w o r l d were s a y i n g no t o d i r e c t 

n e g o t i a t i o n s , no t o the Cairp D a v i d agreements, no t o e l e c t i o n s o f 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n the t e r r i t o r i e s and no t o autonomy. I n s t e a d , what was 

o f f e r e d was the panacea o f an i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e . I t was n o t e w o r t h y 

t h a t no such c o n f e r e n c e had been h e l d on the I r a n - I r a q c o n f l i c t , or on the 

Namibia p r o b l e m , o r on A f g h a n i s t a n . Those s i t u a t i o n s had been r e s o l v e d 

t h r o u g h d i r e c t n e g o t i a t i o n s , i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h A r t i c l e 33 o f the 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s C h a r t e r . That A r t i c l e s t r e s s e d n e g o t i a t i o n and made no mention 

o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e s . I n f a c t , t h a t f o r m u l a was v e r y r a r e l y used i n 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r a c t i c e . The Arab S t a t e s were p r o p o s i n g i t w i t h t h e aim o f 

co n v e n i n g a group o f S t a t e s t o e x e r t p r e s s u r e on I s r a e l and impose a 

p r e d e t e r m i n e d s o l u t i o n on i t . 

18. However, I s r a e l d i d not r e p u d i a t e any t h i r d - p a r t y a s s i s t a n c e . 

Mr. S hamir, the Prime M i n i s t e r o f I s r a e l , had s t a t e d t h a t he was w i l l i n g f o r 

such n e g o t i a t i o n s t o t a k e p l a c e under t h e a u s p i c e s o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s and 

the S o v i e t Union and/or the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s , p r o v i d e d 

t h a t such a u s p i c e s c o n s t i t u t e d o n l y the framework f o r t h e n e g o t i a t i o n s and 

t h a t t h e r e was no i n t e r v e n t i o n by them i n s u b s t a n t i v e m a t t e r s . I n t h a t 

c o n n e c t i o n , i t was d i s c o n c e r t i n g t h a t I s r a e l was b e i n g a ccused o f 

i n t r a n s i g e n c e because o f w a n t i n g t o s e t t l e i t s d i f f e r e n c e s w i t h the Arab w o r l d 

t h r o u g h t he t r a d i t i o n a l c h a n n e l o f d i r e c t n e g o t i a t i o n s . However, such 

n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h the Arab S t a t e s and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f P a l e s t i n i a n A r a b s 

l i v i n g i n the t e r r i t o r i e s would c e r t a i n l y l e a d t o a s a t i s f a c t o r y s o l u t i o n , 

t a k i n g i n t o a c c o u n t b o t h I s r a e l ' s s e c u r i t y needs and the l e g i t i m a t e 

a s p i r a t i o n s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s . 

1 9 . M r s . BALJINNYAM (Observer f o r M o n g o l i a ) s a i d she w i s h e d t o emphasize the 

i n a l i e n a b l e and u n i v e r s a l n a t u r e o f the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n embodied 

i n t he I S i i t e d N a t i o n s C h a r t e r and i n the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C h a r t e r o f Human 

R i g h t s . T h a t r i g h t was, however, b e i n g b l a t a n t l y v i o l a t e d i n the cas e o f 

m i l l i o n s o f human b e i n g s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n P a l e s t i n e , South A f r i c a and N a m i b i a . 

20. Her Government, w h i c h s t r o n g l y condemned the p o l i c y o f the P r e t o r i a 

r é g i m e , had c o n s i s t e n t l y s u p p o r t e d independence f o r N a m i b i a , on the b a s i s o f 

S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 435 ( 1 9 7 8 ) . 

2 1 . The q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e was t h e c o r e o f t h e M i d d l e - E a s t c o n f l i c t . For 

more than 20 y e a r s , the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s had been c o m m i t t i n g f l a g r a n t human 

r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n the o c c u p i e d Arab t e r r i t o r i e s i n d e f i a n c e o f t h e 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s C h a r t e r , the numerous t f t i i t e d N a t i o n s d e c i s i o n s and r e s o l u t i o n s 

and the g e n e r a l condemnation o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. I s r a e l ' s 

a t t i t u d e r e p r e s e n t e d a t h r e a t t o peace and s t a b i l i t y i n the r e g i o n and i n the 
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w o r l d a s a w h o l e . A l t h o u g h , as r e f l e c t e d i n the r e p o r t o f the S p e c i a l 

Committee t o I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s A f f e c t i n g t h e Human R i g h t s o f t h e 

P o p u l a t i o n o f the Occupied T e r r i t o r i e s {A/43/806), the o v e r a l l s i t u a t i o n had 

worsened s i n c e December 1987, new and e n c o u r a g i n g e v e n t s had t a k e n p l a c e i n 

the w o r l d and even i n the M i d d l e E a s t . The u p r i s i n g o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e 

had u n d e r s c o r e d t h e u r g e n t need f o r a p e a c e f u l s o l u t i o n t o t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i 

c o n f l i c t and t h e p r o c l a m a t i o n o f an independent S t a t e and the c o i m i t m e n t by 

t h e P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l t o c o n p l y w i t h the p r i n c i p l e s o f the 

U i i t e d N a t i o n s C h a r t e r augured w e l l f o r the f u t u r e . The c o n s t r u c t i v e measures 

r e c e n t l y a d o p t e d by the PLO e n c o u r a g e d t h a t p o s i t i v e t r e n d , w h i c h o f f e r e d hope 

f o r a s o l u t i o n t o t h o s e u r g e n t p r o b l e m s , i n the s p i r i t o f the u n i t e d N a t i o n s 

C h a r t e r , t h r o u g h c o - o p e r a t i o n and d i a l o g u e . The U n i t e d N a t i o n s was b e i n g 

c a l l e d upon t o p l a y a k e y r o l e and a l l the Member S t a t e s s h o u l d t h e r e f o r e 

a s s i s t i t by g i v i n g t h e i r s u p p o r t f o r the l e g i t i m a t e s t r u g g l e o f the 

P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e and by t a k i n g e f f e c t i v e measures t o e n s u r e t h a t I s r a e l 

f u l l y r e s p e c t e d U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s . 

22. Her Government had been one o f the f i r s t t o r e c o g n i z e the independent 

P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e and i t had always a d v o c a t e d t h e h o l d i n g o f an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

c o n f e r e n c e t o s e t t l e the c o n f l i c t i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t w i t h t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f 

a l l t h e p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d , i n c l u d i n g t h e PI/D, t h e l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f 

the Arab p e o p l e o f P a l e s t i n e . 

23. Her Government f i r m l y s u p p o r t e d the l e g i t i m a t e s t r u g g l e o f the p e o p l e s o f 

P a l e s t i n e , S o u t h A f r i c a and Namibia and r e a f f i r m e d i t s u n s h a k e a b l e s u p p o r t f o r 

the n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n movements. 

24. M r . TOWPIK (Observer f o r Poland) s a i d t h a t the s i g n i f i c a n t p r o g r e s s t h a t 

had been made i n s e t t l i n g r e g i o n a l c o n f l i c t s had n o t been a c h i e v e d i n the c a s e 

o f P a l e s t i n e and the C o i m i i s s i o n s h o u l d t h u s c o n t i n u e w o r k i n g a c t i v e l y towards 

t h a t end. I n the c u r r e n t c i r c u m s t a n c e s , t h e r e were o n l y l o s e r s i n the 

M i d d l e E a s t : t h e c o n s i d e r a b l e number o f v i c t i m s among b o t h P a l e s t i n i a n s and 

I s r a e l i s was d e p l o r a b l e , as was the i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n o f the atmosphere o f 

h a t r e d and d i s t r u s t . The e n t i r e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o i m u n i t y was a l s o a l o s e r , 

b ecause peace and s e c u r i t y were t h r e a t e n e d and i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o - o p e r a t i o n 

h a n p e r e d . 

25. F i r s t o f a l l , I s r a e l s h o u l d r e s p e c t t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f h u m a n i t a r i a n law 

a n d , i n p a r t i c u l a r , the F o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n o f 1949 i n o r d e r t o r e l i e v e 

somewhat t h e f a t e o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s . None the 

l e s s , the b a s i c q u e s t i o n was the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f the 

P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , who, a s t h e u p r i s i n g had shown, were d e t e r m i n e d t o demand 

r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h a t r i g h t . H i s Government had a l w a y s s u p p o r t e d t h a t j u s t 

c l a i m and was t h u s i n f a v o u r o f any s t e p t h a t w o u ld l e a d t o a n e g o t i a t e d 

s e t t l e m e n t i n the M i d d l e E a s t . I t had t h e r e f o r e welcomed the d e c i s i o n s t a k e n 

i n November 1988 by the P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l as w e l l as Y a s s e r A r a f a t ' s 

b o l d and f u t u r e - o r i e n t e d p o s i t i o n . I f the P a l e s t i n i a n s r e s p e c t e d the 

p r i n c i p l e s o f the u n i t e d N a t i o n s C h a r t e r and i f t h e y were d e t e r m i n e d t o f i n d a 

p e a c e f u l and l a s t i n g s e t t l e m e n t on the b a s i s o f S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 

r e s o l u t i o n s 242 (1967) and 338 ( 1 9 7 3 ) , t h é s t a l e m a t e c o u l d be b r o k e n and 

Y a s s e r A r a f a t ' s r e a l i s t i c p r o p o s a l s s h o u l d be f a v o u r a b l y r e c e i v e d . Any 

s e t t l e m e n t o f t h e c o n f l i c t i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t , t o be j u s t and l a s t i n g , s h o u l d 

p r o v i d e f o r the w i t h d r a w a l o f the I s r a e l i f o r c e s from the t e r r i t o r i e s o c c u p i e d 

s i n c e 1967, t h e e x e r c i s e o f t h e i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e 
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t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and independence and the g u a r a n t e e s o f t h e s e c u r i t y o f 

a l l the S t a t e s i n the r e g i o n . G i v e n the c o m p l e x i t y o f the p r o b l e n , t h a t 

s o l u t i o n c o u l d o n l y be found i n the framework o f a n i n t e r n a t i a i a l c o n f e r e n c e 

o r g a n i z e d under t A i i t e d N a t i o n s a u s p i c e s w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f a l l t h e 

p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d , a p r o p o s a l t h a t had r e c e i v e d a l m o s t g e n e r a l s u p p o r t . S i n c e 

the p o p u l a r u p r i s i n g o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s , i t was more ur g e n t than e v e r t o 

b e g i n n e g o t i a t i o n s on the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e and the C a n m i s s i o n s h o u l d 

s u p p o r t any i n i t i a t i v e i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . Not j u s t the p a r t i e s t o t h e 

c o n f l i c t , b u t a l s o e v e r y S t a t e and a l l i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l and n on-governmental 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s s h o u l d work t o g e t h e r t o e n s u r e r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s and 

j u s t i c e f o r t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e as w e l l as t h e i r independence as a n a t i o n . 

He hoped t h a t the c u r r e n t s e s s i o n and f u t u r e a c t i o n by t h e Commission would 

h e l p t o c o n s o l i d a t e the p r o g r e s s t h a t had been made s o f a r . 

26. Mr. MOKBIL (Observer f o r D e m o c r a t i c Yemen) s a i d he hoped t h a t t h e 

p r o g r e s s a c h i e v e d on the i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l s c e n e i n e l i m i n a t i n g t e n s i o n 

would mark the b e g i n n i n g o f an e r a o f peace and s e c u r i t y f o r a l l the p e o p l e s 

o f t h e w o r l d . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , I s r a e l c o n t i n u e d t o v i o l a t e t h e f u n d a m e n t a l 

r i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e and t o d e f y t h e r e s o l u t i o n s o f t h e v a r i o u s 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s o rgans and the a p p e a l s o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. By 

t h e i r u p r i s i n g , t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e had shown t h a t they c o u l d f i g h t t o f r e e 

t h e i r l a n d . The i n t i f a d a h had r e c e i v e d wide s u p p o r t from t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

community and the d e c i s i o n s o f the P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l h a d , on the 

w h o l e , been w e l l r e c e i v e d . 

27. When th e f o r t i e t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e a d o p t i o n o f t h e u n i v e r s a l 

D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s had j u s t been c e l e b r a t e d , the I s r a e l i s c o n t i n u e d 

t o k i l l and wound P a l e s t i n i a n s , t o c o m p l i c a t e t h e i r l i v e s , d e p o r t them and t o 

e s t a b l i s h a r e i g n o f t e r r o r i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s . A l l o f t h o s e 

p r a c t i c e s had been r e p o r t e d by the i n f o r m a t i o n media and by the S p e c i a l 

Committee to I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s A f f e c t i n g the Human R i g h t s o f the 

P o p u l a t i o n o f the O c c u p i e d T e r r i t o r i e s , and t h e y ha d been w i d e l y condemned, 

but w i t h o u t any e f f e c t . 

2 8 . There was c u r r e n t l y a d e f i n i t e t r e n d i n f a v o u r o f o r g a n i z i n g an 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f the permanent members o f 

t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l and a l l t h e p a r t i e s t o the c o n f l i c t , i n c l u d i n g t h e 

P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n , t o s e t t l e the q u e s t i o n and g i v e the 

P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e an i ndependent S t a t e . No e f f o r t s h o u l d be s p a r e d t o 

p r e v e n t I s r a e l from c o n t i n u i n g i t s i g n o b l e p r a c t i c e s . 

2 9 . M r . PALACIOS (Spain) s a i d t h a t human r i g h t s c o u l d h a r d l y be e x e r c i s e d i f 

t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , w h i c h was r e c o g n i z e d i n G e n e r a l Assembly 

r e s o l u t i o n s 1514 (XV) and 2625 (XXV), was d e n i e d . 

30. W h i l e the s i t u a t i o n i n the M i d d l e E a s t c o n t i n u e d t o be t e n s e and 

d i s q u i e t i n g as a r e s u l t o f t h e r e f u s a l t o r e c o g n i z e the r i g h t o f t h e 

P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , o t h e r c o n f l i c t s i n v o l v i n g t h a t r i g h t 

were b e i n g s e t t l e d , l a r g e l y b ecause o f the e f f o r t s o f t h e № i i t e d N a t i o n s and 

i t s S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l . Thus, the agreement r e c e n t l y s i g n e d between 

South A f r i c a , A n g o l a and Cuba c o u l d l e a d t o the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f 

S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 435 (1970) and t o independence f o r N a m i b i a , w h i c h 

w o u l d p u t an end t o t h e s e r i o u s human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s committed i n t h a t 

T e r r i t o r y and w o u ld h e l p t o c r e a t e an atmosE*iere o f peace and s t a b i l i t y w h i c h 

t h e p e o p l e o f s o u t h e r n A f r i c a had been a w a i t i n g f o r f a r t o o l o n g . 
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3 1 . The s i t u a t i o n i n Western Sahara seemed t o be i m p r o v i n g . H i s Government 

had always f e l t t h a t the p r o c e s s o f d e c o l o n i z i n g Western Sahara would o n l y be 

complete when the p e o p l e o f t h a t t e r r i t o r y had f r e e l y e x p r e s s e d t h e i r w i l l i n 

a r e f e r e n d u m h e l d w i t h a l l t h e n e c e s s a r y g u a r a n t e e s . I t hoped t h a t the 

p r o c e s s t h a t had been begun under the a u s p i c e s o f the U h i t e d N a t i o n s 

S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l and h i s s p e c i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e w o u l d l e a d t o r e s p e c t f o r t h e 

r i g h t s o f the p o p u l a t i o n o f Western S a h a r a , p a r t i c u l a r l y i t s r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . The i n i t i a t i v e s r e c e n t l y t a k e n by the p a r t i e s t o the 

c o n f l i c t , w hich seemed t o i n d i c a t e a genuine d e s i r e f o r d i a l o g u e and 

n e g o t i a t i o n , were e n c o u r a g i n g i n t h a t r e g a r d . 

32. The s i t u a t i o n i n Kampuchea, which was o c c u p i e d by Vietnamese t r o o p s i n 

f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n o f the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e p e o p l e o f t h a t 

c o u n t r y , u n f o r t u n a t e l y seemed t o have r e a c h e d a d e a d l o c k . The o c c u p a t i o n , 

c o u p l e d w i t h t h e e x p l o i t a t i o n o f the t e r r i t o r y ' s r e s o u r c e s and r e p r e s s i o n , had 

f o r c e d many Cambodians t o f l e e t h e i r c o u n t r y and t o seek r e f u g e i n camps, 

where t h e y were l i v i n g i n m i s e r a b l e c o n d i t i o n s . The Cambodian p e o p l e had the 

r i g h t t o demand the r e s t o r a t i o n o f i t s i n d e p e n d e n c e , s o v e r e i g n t y and 

t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y w i t h o u t , o f c o u r s e , s l i p p i n g back under t h e r o d o f a 

régime l i k e t h a t o f P o l P o t . i t was i m p e r a t i v e t h a t the Vietnamese t r o o p s 

s h o u l d w i t h d r a w and t h a t n e g o t i a t i o n s s h o u l d be s t a r t e d w i t h a v i e w t o 

e s t a b l i s h i n g s u i t a b l e c o n d i t i o n s f o r a p e a c e f u l s e t t l e m e n t t h a t would meet the 

l e g i t i m a t e a s p i r a t i o n s o f t h e o p p r e s s e d p o p u l a t i o n . 

33. The commitment made by the S o v i e t a u t h o r i t i e s t o w i t h d r a w t h e i r t r o o p s 

from A f g h a n i s t a n was becoming a r e a l i t y . N e v e r t h e l e s s , a l l t h e c o n d i t i o n s had 

n o t y e t been met f o r the r e t u r n o f the r e f u g e e s , who numbered about 5 m i l l i o n , 

t he f r e e e l e c t i o n o f a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e Government, the économie r e c o n s t r u c t i o n 

o f the c o u n t r y as w e l l as i t s r e t u r n t o i n d e p e n d e n c e , n e u t r a l i t y and the 

r e c o v e r y o f i t s s t a t u s as a n o n - a l i g n e d c o u n t r y . H i s Government, w h i c h had 

a l w a y s r e g a r d e d the w i t h d r a w a l o f S o v i e t t r o o p s from A f g h a n i s t a n as a 

n e c e s s a r y c o n d i t i o n f o r t h e n o r m a l i z a t i o n o f t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h a t c o u n t r y , 

was most s a t i s f i e d by the a t t i t u d e a d o p t e d by the S o v i e t a u t h o r i t i e s . 

34. M r . ROBEL (World C o n f e d e r a t i o n o f Labour) s a i d t h a t , f o r more t h a n 

40 y e a r s , the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e had been d e p r i v e d o f i t s r i g h t s and had been 

l i v i n g i n a s t a t e o f i n s e c u r i t y because o f the e x p a n s i o n i s t p o l i c y and the 

t e r r o r i s t and r a c i s t p r a c t i c e s o f the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s . R e p o r t s by s e v e r a l 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s and by the S p e c i a l Committee as w e l l as the 

e v i d e n c e by w i t n e s s e s on the s u b j e c t were e n l i g h t e n i n g . The I s r a e l i 

a u t h o r i t i e s were v i o l a t i n g u n i v e r s a l l y r e c o g n i z e d p r i n c i p l e s and t h e y 

p e r f i d i o u s l y advanced the p r e t e x t o f s e c u r i t y c o n s i d e r a t i o n s t o j u s t i f y t h e i r 

i l l e g a l o c c u p a t i o n and b a r b a r o u s p r a c t i c e s r e d o l e n t o f the 1940s. T h e i r r e a l 

aim was t o r e d u c e t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s t o s l a v e r y and p r e v e n t them from 

e s t a b l i s h i n g a S t a t e and from l i v i n g i n peace i n t h e i r own l a n d . I s r a e l was 

t r y i n g t o d e s t r o y the P a l e s t i n i a n s t h r o u g h a n n e x a t i o n , c o l o n i z a t i o n and 

v i o l a t i o n o f t h e i r freedoms and r i g h t s . 

35. The a c t s o f v i o l e n c e , w h i c h had m u l t i p l i e d s i n c e 1967, i n c l u d e d 

e x p r o p r i a t i o n o f l a n d , e x p u l s i o n o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e l i v i n g t h e r e , 

d e s t r u c t i o n o f homes, v i l l a g e s and l a n d s t o e s t a b l i s h J e w i s h s e t t l e m e n t s and 

m i l i t a r y i n s t a l l a t i o n s t h e r e , impoverishment o f t h e masses by d e s p o i l i n g them 

o f t h e i r p r o p e r t y , d i s c i m i n a t o r y measures a g a i n s t Arab w o r k e r s , measures based 

on r e l i g i o n and r a c e , unemployment o f i n t e l l e c t u a l s and v i o l a t i o n s o f 
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i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a b o u r c o n v e n t i o n s , freedcxn o f a s s o c i a t i o n and o t h e r f u n d a m e n t a l 

human r i g h t s . I n f a c t , the p o o r l y p a i d and d i f f i c u l t j o b s were l e f t f o r the 

A r a b s who e n j o y e d no s o c i a l p r o t e c t i o n a l t h o u g h 20 t o 40 per c e n t o f t h e i r 

meagre wages was w i t h h e l d f o r c o n t r i b u t i o n s . P a l e s t i n i a n w o r k e r s were n o t 

o n l y e x p l o i t e d b u t h a r a s s e d by the p o l i c e . T rade u n i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s were 

s e a r c h e d or f o r c e d t o c l o s e . Trade u n i o n m e e t i n g s were f o r i b d d e n and 

t r a d e - u n i o n l e a d e r s were d e t a i n e d , p l a c e d under house a r r e s t or d e p o r t e d . The 

r e s o u r c e s o f the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s were p l u n d e r e d , the c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e o f 

the p e o p l e d e s t r o y e d , t h e y were d e n i e d freedom o f w o r s h i p and t h e r e were 

a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t s , i l l - t r e a t m e n t o f p r i s o n e r s , and b r u t a l r e p r e s s i o n w h i c h had 

l e d t o the r e v o l t o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n pe<:ç)le whose f u t u r e r e q u i r e d t h e 

d e p a r t u r e o f the o c c u p i e r s and the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f an independent S t a t e . 

3 6 . S i n c e December 1967, I s r a e l i b r u t a l i t i e s a g a i n s t d e m o n s t r a t o r s had grown 

w o r s e , w i t h mass a r r e s t s and the use o f t e a r - g a s , p l a s t i c b u l l e t s and even 

r e a l b u l l e t s . The J e w i s h s e t t l e r s t a k i n g p a r t i n t h o s e o p e r a t i o n s a l s o 

r e s o r t e d t o a c t s o f v a n d a l i s m . There were c o u n t l e s s dead and wounded and 

p e o p l e a r r e s t e d or d e p o r t e d , homes d e s t r o y e d , s c h o o l s and u n i v e r s i t i e s c l o s e d 

and s o f o r t h . 

3 7. The d e c i s i o n s and r e s o l u t i o n s a d o p t e d on the s u b j e c t by the 

I M i t e d N a t i o n s S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l and o t h e r a u t h o r i t i e s h a d , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , 

f a i l e d t o have t h e e f f e c t o f c o n p e l l i n g I s r a e l t o abandon i t s p o l i c y . The 

f i e r c e r e p r e s s i o n h a d , however, i n no way shaken t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f the 

P a l e t i n i a n p e o p l e a n d , i f t h e r e had been some p o s i t i v e developments r e c e n t l y , 

t h a t was due t o the u p r i s i n g and t o the h e r o i s m o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e 

s u p p o r t e d by i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y . Many c o u n t r i e s had a l r e a d y r e c o g n i z e d 

t h e p r o c l a m a t i o n o f a P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e , w h i c h had i n c i d e n t a l l y been p r o v i d e d 

f o r by r e s o l u t i o n 181 ( I I I ) o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s G e n e r a l Assentoly. The 

h i s t o r i c s t a t e m e n t by the PLO l e a d e r on 13 December 1988, h i s condemnation o f 

t e r r o r i s m and t h e a c c e p t a n c e by the P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f S e c u r i t y 

C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) opened the way t o a p o l i t i c a l 

s o l u t i o n and gave room t o hope t h a t d i a l o g u e s would c o n t i n u e w i t h a v i e w t o 

h o l d i n g - a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e under U n i t e d N a t i o n s a u s p i c e s , t h a t t h e 

I s r a e l i o c c u p i e r s would w i t h d r a w and t h a t peace would be e s t a b l i s h e d . 

3 8 . N e v e r t h e l e s s , I s r a e l was s t i l l o p p o s i n g the e x e r c i s e o f t h e i r r i g h t s by 

t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e and M r . Shamir had s a i d , a few days p r e v i o u s l y , t h a t 

t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s would n o t g e t a P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e , e i t h e r by f o r c e or by 

n e g o t i a t i o n . 

39. The p r i n c i p l e s o f the W o r l d C o n f e d e r a t i o n o f Labour were t o d e f e n d and 

r e s p e c t t h e f u n damental freedoms and r i g h t s o f human b e i n g s and o f p e o p l e s 

t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d , t o f i g h t a g a i n s t e v e r y k i n d o f d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and t o 

condemn a l l forms o f c o l o n i a l i s m and i m p e r i a l i s m and the use o f f o r c e o r 

t e r r o r i s m a s a s t r a t e g y t o s e c u r e a s o l u t i o n . A d u r a b l e s o l u t i o n c a l l e d f o r a 

d i a l o g u e b a s e d on m u t u a l r e s p e c t , w h i c h i m p l i e d t h e r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e r i g h t 

o f the P a l e s t i n i a n s t o e n j o y t h e i r s o v e r e i g n t y . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n m u n i t y 

s h o u l d do e v e r y t h i n g t o e n s u r e t h a t an i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace c o n f e r e n c e on the 

M i d d l e E a s t was h e l d , a t w h i c h a l l t h e p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d would be r e p r e s e n t e d . 

40. The World C o n f e d e r a t i o n o f Labour hoped t h a t , a t the c u r r e n t s e s s i o n , the 

s i n c e r i t y and s o l i d a r i t y o f a l l would mark an advance i n t h e d e f e n c e o f and 

r e s p e c t f o r t h e r i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . 
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4 1 . Mr. YOUSSOUFI (Arab L a w y e r s ' Union) s a i d t h a t the q u e s t i o n under 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n had never been so d e s e r v i n g o f p r i o r i t y a t t e n t i o n as a t the 

c u r r e n t s e s s i o n , w h i c h c o i n c i d e d w i t h the f i f t e e n t h month o f the u p r i s i n g by 

t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e and o f i t s r e p r e s s i o n by the I s r a e l i o c c u p i e r s . The 

A r a b Lawyers' Union was s u r e t h a t the r e s o l u t i o n s a d o p t e d on t h a t s u b j e c t 

w o u l d meet t h e e x p e c t a t i o n o f t h e p e o p l e i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s and the 

c o n c e r n s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l o p i n i o n , because o f the u n p r e c e d e n t e d g r a v i t y o f t h e 

s i t u a t i o n . The m a s s i v e human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s committed i n the o c c u p i e d 

t e r r i t o r i e s had been d e s c r i b e d i n d e t a i l e d r e p o r t s by the l u i i t e d N a t i o n s and 

many i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

42. E x e r c i s i n g the p r o f e s s i o n o f a l a w y e r i n o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n e was c e r t a i n l y 

no s i n e c u r e . Three l a w y e r s o f t h e Gaza Bar had d e c i d e d t o b o y c o t t t h e 

m i l i t a r y c o u r t s t o p r o t e s t i n t e r a l i a a g a i n s t the s e r i o u s v i o l a t i o n s o f the 

r i g h t s o f t h e d e f e n c e p e r p e t r a t e d by the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s a f t e r t h e 

P a l e s t i n i a n u p r i s i n g i n Gaza i n December 1987 and t h e y had been p l a c e d i n 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n f o r s i x months. The West Bank l a w y e r s , who had been 

p r a c t i s i n g t h e r e when the t e r r i t o r y was o c c u p i e d i n 1967, had been on s t r i k e 

e v e r s i n c e t h a t p e r i o d t o p r o t e s t a g a i n s t the c h a n g i n g by the o c c u p i e r o f the 

e x i s t i n g j u d i c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , i n v i o l a t i o n o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w . The young 

l a w y e r s , t r a i n e d under t h e o c c u p a t i o n , who were d e f e n d i n g t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 

p o l i t i c a l d e t a i n e e s had j u s t gone on a one-month s t r i k e i n p r o t e s t a g a i n s t the 

v i o l a t i o n s o f t h e human r i g h t s o f d e t a i n e e s and b r e a c h e s o f t h e r i g h t s o f t h e 

d e f e n c e . Among the demands, w h i c h had l e d t h ^ t o r e f u s e t o p l e a d i n the 

m i l i t a r y c o u r t s on the o c c a s i o n o f the mass t r i a l s o f J a n u a r y and 

F e b r u a r y 1988, were t h a t l a w y e r s and f a m i l i e s s h o u l d be p r o v i d e d w i t h i n 

48 h o u r s w i t h t h e d e t a i l s o f the p l a c e o f d e t e n t i o n o f t h e i r c l i e n t s and t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n as w e l l as the r e a s o n s f o r t h e i r d e t e n t i o n , the d e t a i n e e s a l s o b e i n g 

i n f o r m e d o f t h e l a t t e r w i t h i n 24 h o u r s ; t h a t l a w y e r s be a l l o w e d t o v i s i t 

d e t e n t i o n c e n t r e s and i n t e r v i e w t h e i r c l i e n t s » t h a t f a m i l i e s be a u t h o r i z e d t o 

v i s i t t h e i r c h i l d r e n i n the Negueb d e t e n t i o n c e n t r e ; t h a t an end be p u t t o 

the p r a c t i c e o f t a k i n g h o s t a g e s and c o n f i s c a t i n g the i d e n t i t y c a r d s o f the 

r e l a t i v e s o f a p e r s o n b e i n g s o u g h t ; t h a t the p r a c t i c e o f p o s t p o n i n g h e a r i n g s 

because o f the absence o f a w i t n e s s f o r the p r o s e c u t i o n be h a l t e d ; t h a t 

l a w y e r s be i n f o r m e d o f the d a t e s o f h e a r i n g s a t l e a s t 48 h o u r s i n advance; 

and t h a t d e t e n t i o n c o n d i t i o n s be i m p r o v e d . 

4 3. The r e m a r k a b l e c a n p a i g n o f t h o s e P a l e s t i n i a n l a w y e r s s h o u l d be g i v e n 

sympathy and s u p p o r t . Members o f the I s r a e l i Bar h a d , i n d e e d , a l r e a d y 

e x p r e s s e d t h e i r s u p p o r t . However, t h e I s r a e l i system o f o c c u p a t i o n was n o t 

v e r y w o r r i e d about l e g a l i t y and s i n c e 1967, i t had a l w a y s l i c e n s e d 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e punishments n o t s a n c t i o n e d by the l a w such a s d y n a m i t i n g homes, 

d e p o r t a t i o n s and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n s . Those measures had been p r a c t i s e d 

on a l a r g e s c a l e s i n c e the u p r i s i n g . 

44. I t s h o u l d be r e c o g n i z e d t h a t I s r a e l i S o c i a l i s t Governments and M i n i s t e r s 

were those w h i c h had most o f t e n r e s o r t e d t o e x p u l s i o n . D u r i n g the f i r s t y e a r 

o f t h e u p r i s i n g , t h e y had d e p o r t e d 59 P a l e s t i n i a n s who were r e g a r d e d as 

p o s s i b l e l e a d e r s or b u i l d e r s o f P a l e s t i n i a n s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e s , under some 

e x c e p t i o n a l d e f e n c e r e g u l a t i o n s t h a t had been i n t r o d u c e d by the B r i t i s h 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n P a l e s t i n e but a n n u l l e d by t h a t a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n 1948. The 

o r d e r s i n q u e s t i o n c o n s t i t u t e d f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s o f t h e F o u r t h Geneva 

C o n v e n t i o n and o f the Nurenuoerg P r i n c i p l e s . 
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45. The o t h e r method o f e x t r a j u d i c i a l r e p r e s s i o n was a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

d e t e n t i o n . I t was e s t i m a t e d t h a t sane 4,000 P a l e s t i n i a n s had been s u b j e c t e d 

t h e r e t o s i n c e the u p r i s i n g . S i n c e 17 March 1988, e v e r y I s r a e l i m i l i t a r y 

commander c o u l d i s s u e an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n o r d e r and the o n l y a p p e a l 

a l l o w e d a g a i n s t i t was a mere sham. The v i c t i m s o f t h a t method were a l s o 

s u b j e c t t o d e p o r t a t i o n . The i l l e g a l i t y o f a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n was 

i n d i s p u t a b l e . 

46. A l t h o u g h t h e d e m o l i t i o n o f homes had been a p r a c t i c e f o r 21 y e a r s , i t had 

i n c r e a s e d d r a m a t i c a l l y s i n c e t h e u p r i s i n g . Over 145 hones had been d e s t r o y e d 

on the West Bank, n o t t o m e n t i o n hundreds o f o t h e r s t h a t had been d e m o l i s h e d 

because t h e y had been " i l l e g a l l y c o n s t r u c t e d " . T h a t r e l e n t l e s s n e s s had 

d e p r i v e d e n t i r e f a m i l i e s o f t h e i r s h e l t e r and c o n s t i t u t e d a u n i q u e phenomenon 

i n the w o r l d w h i c h spoke volumes about the p s y c h o l o g y o f the I s r a e l i o c c u p y i n g 

Power, w h i c h had even gone s o f a r a s t o d y namite homes t h a t had been 

u n o c c u p i e d f o r some t i m e . 

47. A f t e r 21 y e a r s o f o c c u p a t i o n , t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s 

spoke f o r i t s e l f . The I s r a e l i r e a c t i o n had t a k e n t h e form n o t o n l y o f b r u t a l 

m i l i t a r y r e p r e s s i o n b u t a l s o o f s y s t e m a t i c u n d e r m i n i n g o f the P a l e s t i n i a n 

economy, s o c i a l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m . D u r i n g the p a s t y e a r , 

the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s h a d , i n f a c t , made i t c l e a r t h a t t h e y i n t e n d e d t o 

pursue t h e i r p o l i c y o f f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n o f human r i g h t s , a v i o l a t i o n w h i c h 

t h e y had d e n i e d u n t i l t h e u p r i s i n g o c c u r r e d . I n v i e w o f the f a c t t h a t , 

f o r 21 y e a r s , the i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n m u n i t y had been u n a b l e t o e n s u r e t h a t 

I s r a e l r e s p e c t e d i t s i n t e r n a t i o n a l o b l i g a t i o n s , t h e young P a l e s t i n i a n s had 

d e c i d e d t o e n f o r c e t h e r e s o l u t i o n s condemning I s r a e l by r e s o r t i n g t o the o n l y 

s t r i k i n g f o r c e a t t h e i r d i s p o s a l * , s t o n e s . By d e n y i n g t h e l e g i t i m a t e 

a s p i r a t i o n s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e and by c o m m i t t i n g new u n p r e c e d e n t e d 

human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s , I s r a e l was p o s i n g the p r o b l e m f o r the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

conmunity o f p r o t e c t i n g the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e whose l e a d e r s h a d , f o r t h e i r 

p a r t , c o u r a g e o u s l y a g r e e d a t Geneva t o a l l t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s o f the 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. 

48. Ms. EK (Radda Barnen I n t e r n a t i o n a l ) s a i d t h a t her o r g a n i z a t i o n , w h i c h 

worked f o r the r i g h t s o f the c h i l d , had r e c e n t l y c a r r i e d o u t a f a c t - f i n d i n g 

m i s s i o n i n t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s and i t s c o n c l u s i o n s were most d i s t u r b i n g . 

I n 1988, a l a r g e number o f c h i l d r e n had been v i c t i m s o f the v i o l e n c e u s e d by 

t h e I s r a e l i army t o s u p p r e s s t h e u p r i s i n g i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s . 

Hundreds o f them had been wounded, some had been k i l l e d and m i l l i o n s o f o t h e r s 

had been b e a t e n or exposed t o t e a r - g a s . Teenagers had been d e t a i n e d f o r l o n g 

p e r i o d s and younger c h i l d r e n had been t a k e n i n t o c u s t o d y . W h i l e some o f t h o s e 

v i c t i m s had t a k e n an a c t i v e p a r t i n t h e u p r i s i n g , i n o t h e r c a s e s t h e mentoers 

o f the I s r a e l i d e f e n c e f o r c e s had f a i l e d t o make a d i s t i n c t i o n between 

c h i l d r e n and a d u l t s . F u r t h e r m o r e , the c h i l d r e n were p a r t i c u l a r l y v u l n e r a b l e 

t o the c o l l e c t i v e punishments t h a t were meted o u t on a l a r g e s c a l e ? c u r f e w s , 

s e a l i n g - o f f o f v i l l a g e s and r e f u g e e c a n p s , c l o s u r e o f s c h o o l s and d e m o l i t i o n 

o f homes. 

49. I t would appear t h a t a t l e a s t 27 c h i l d r e n had been k i l l e d d u r i n g t h e 

f i r s t 11 months o f the u p r i s i n g . A c c o r d i n g t o a r e p o r t by the U n i t e d N a t i o n s 

R e l i e f and Works Agency f o r P a l e s t i n e Refugees i n t h e Near E a s t (UNRWA) , 

1,140 p e r s o n s i n the Gaza S t r i p had been i n j u r e d by the use o f f i r e a r m s d u r i n g 

t h o s e f i r s t 11 months. N e a r l y a l l o f the c a s e s were o f c h i l d r e n under 16. 
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Many o f them had been s h o t d u r i n g c l a s h e s between d e m o n s t r a t o r s and s o l d i e r s . 

In o t h e r c a s e s , t h e v i c t i m s had been s h o t w i t h o u t any p r o v o c a t i v e b e h a v i o u r on 

t h e i r p a r t . P l a s t i c b u l l e t s were a l s o used a n d , c o n t r a r y t o what was 

o f f i c i a l l y a s s e r t e d , t h e y c o u l d be f a t a l i f t h e y were f i r e d a t p o i n t - b l a n k 

range and i f the b u l l e t h i t s o f t b o d y - t i s s u e s . I n J a n u a r y 1989, an army 

o f f i c i a l had a d m i t t e d t h a t 47 P a l e s t i n i a n s had been k i l l e d by b u l l e t s o f t h a t 

t y p e . D u r i n g the y e a r under c o n s i d e r a t i o n , the i n s t r u c t i o n s r e g u l a t i n g 

s o l d i e r s ' u s e o f l i v e a i m i u n i t i o n had been m a r k e d l y r e l a x e d and i t would appear 

t h a t the h i g h e s t I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s had s a n c t i o n e d the use o f l i v e and 

p l a s t i c b u l l e t s a g a i n s t d e m o n s t r a t i n g a d u l t s and c h i l d r e n a l i k e , knowing t h a t 

they c o u l d c a u se s e v e r e i n j u r i e s . 

50. Fear o f a r r e s t p r e v e n t e d many i n j u r e d p e o p l e f r o m s e e k i n g m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t . D e l e g a t e s from Radda Barnen had been t o l d , i n November 1988, t h a t 

s o l d i e r s had r e p e a t e d l y a r r e s t e d i n j u r e d p e r s o n s i n ambulances and sometimes 

even i n the p r e s e n c e o f UNRWA o f f i c i a l s . S o l d i e r s had a l s o e n t e r e d h o s p i t a l s 

and t h r e a t e n e d and b e a t e n s t a f f and p a t i e n t s . I n 1988, s e v e r a l thousand 

c h i l d r e n had had t o r e c e i v e m e d i c a l t r e a t m e n t a f t e r h a v i n g been i l l - t r e a t e d by 

I s r a e l i s o l d i e r s , sometimes w h i l e t h e y were b e i n g h e l d c a p t i v e . Government 

o f f i c i a l s had t o l e r a t e d o r s a n c t i o n e d t h a t v i o l e n c e a n d , i n J a n u a r y 1988, the 

I s r a e l i M i n i s t e r o f Defence had announced "a p o l i c y o f f o r c e , power and b l o w s " 

t o p r e v e n t v i o l e n t d ^ o n s t r a t i o n s . 

5 1 . T e a r - g a s was n o t o n l y used t o d i s p e r s e r i o t i n g crowds b u t was a l s o thrown 

i n t o homes, s c h o o l s , h o s p i t a l s and mosques. D u r i n g t h e f i r s t 11 months o f t h e 

u p r i s i n g , 31 c h i l d r e n , most o f them l e s s t h a n 6 months o l d , had d i e d from 

t e a r - g a s , w h i c h was sometimes u s e d d e l i b e r a t e l y and on a m a s s i v e s c a l e . 

52. Hundreds o f c h i l d r e n under 16 had been a r r e s t e d i n 1988 and t h o s e between 

14 and 16 were h e l d f o r l o n g e r p e r i o d s . Some o f them had been i l l - t r e a t e d 

d u r i n g d e t e n t i o n . Anyone s u s p e c t e d o f a s e c u r i t y o f f e n c e c o u l d be d e t a i n e d up 

t o 18 days b e f o r e b e i n g b r o u g h t b e f o r e a c o u r t . A l t h o u g h m i l i t a r y o r d e r 

No. 1220 i s s u e d i n F e b r u a r y 1988 gave f a m i l i e s t h e r i g h t t o be i n f o r m e d 

" V i t h o u t d e l a y " o f t h e i r r e l a t i v e s ' p l a c e o f d e t e n t i o n , i n p r a c t i c e i t seemed 

t h a t i t was t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee o f t h e Red C r o s s (ICRC) w h i c h gave 

t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n and remained i n c o n t a c t w i t h the d e t a i n e e and h i s f a m i l y . 

By agreement w i t h t h e I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s , t h e ICRC d e l e g a t e s were i n f o r m e d o f 

d e t e n t i o n a f t e r 12 days and were p e r m i t t e d t o v i s i t d e t a i n e e s a f t e r 14 d a y s . 

That meant t h a t up t o a f o r t n i g h t p a s s e d b e f o r e the f a m i l i e s were i n f o r m e d . 

53. E d u c a t i o n i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s had been s e v e r e l y c u r t a i l e d a s a 

r e s u l t o f t h e c l o s u r e o f s c h o o l s f o r s e c u r i t y r e a s o n s or a s a fo r m o f 

c o l l e c t i v e p u n ishment. The 1,194 p r i m a r y and s e c o n d a r y s c h o o l s o n the 

West Bank had been c l o s e d f o r more t h a n n i n e months, and 300,000 p u p i l s had 

been a f f e c t e d . I n the Gaza S t r i p a l s o , t e a c h i n g had been d i s r u p t e d by c u r f e w s 

and s c h o o l c l o s u r e s . I t was e s t i m a t e d t h a t , i n t h a t r e g i o n , between one t h i r d 

and cxie h a l f o f a l l s c h o o l days had been l o s t . 

54. The d e m o l i t i o n o f houses was an o t h e r f o r m o f c o l l e c t i v e punishment t h a t 

d e p r i v e d c h i l d r e n o f t h e i r homes. D u r i n g t h e f i r s t 11 months o f the u p r i s i n g , 

122 h o u s e s , o n the West Bank and i n J e r u s a l e m , had been d e m o l i s h e d f o r 

s e c u r i t y r e a s o n s and o t h e r s on t h e p r e t e x t t h a t t h e y had been b u i l t w i t h o u t a 

l i c e n c e . I t was a l l t h e more d i f f i c u l t f o r f a m i l i e s whose houses were g o i n g 

t o be d a n o l i s h e d because they were sometimes o n l y g i v e n from 15 t o 30 m i n u t e s ' 

advance n o t i c e t o l e a v e t h e i r homes. 
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5 5 . Human r i g h t s were more s e r i o u s l y a t r i s k i n a s o c i e t y i n c o n f l i c t . 

P o l i t i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s s h o u l d do t h e i r u tmost t o p r e v e n t c e r t a i n f u n d a m e n t a l 

p r i n c i p l e s f r o m b e i n g v i o l a t e d , b e c a u s e t h e i n t e r e s t s o f c h i l d r e n were 

i n v o l v e d . The r i g h t s o f c h i l d r e n s h o u l d be d e f e n d e d , even a t a p o l i t i c a l c o s t . 

56. M r . RETÜREAU (World F e d e r a t i o n o f Trade Unions) s a i d he was p l e a s e d t h a t , 

i n h i s o p e n i n g s t a t e m e n t , the Chairman had s t r e s s e d the importance o f 

c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s d e a l i n g w i t h human r i g h t s . 

T h a t k i n d o f c o - o p e r a t i o n e n a b l e d the C o i m i s s i o n t o have a s c o m p l e t e 

i n f o r m a t i o n as p o s s i b l e and t o t a k e d i f f e r e n t p o i n t s o f v i e w i n t o 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n . The World F e d e r a t i o n o f Trade I M i o n s , w h i c h c o m p r i s e d 

210 m i l l i o n u n i o n i z e d w o r k e r s i n 75 c o u n t r i e s , was w o r k i n g t o promote 

p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l , economic and t r a d e - u n i o n r i g h t s and the de j u r e and 

de f a c t o e q u a l i t y o f women i n s o c i e t y and a t w o r k . 

57. T u r n i n g t o the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e and the n e i g h b o u r i n g c o u n t r i e s 

a f f e c t e d by I s r a e l ' s o c c u p a t i o n and e x p a n s i o n i s m , he s a i d he w i s h e d t o r e f e r 

t o a number o f new d e v e l o p n e n t s i n t r a d e u n i o n i s m s i n c e h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n had 

d r a f t e d a memorandum t h a t w o u ld s h o r t l y be c i r c u l a t e d . 

58. The p r e v i o u s y e a r , he h i m s e l f and a g roup o f t r a d e u n i o n i s t s had had the 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o o b s e r v e on the s p o t I s r a e l i o c c u p a t i o n and e x p l o i t a t i o n o f the 

A r a b w o r k e r s . The p o l i c y o f r e p r e s s i o n by the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s had grown 

worse s i n c e t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e u p r i s i n g and the I s r a e l i s e t t l e r s were 

d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d . F u r t h e r m o r e , most I s r a e l i s were a f f e c t e d by a n t i - A r a b 

r a c i s m . T hat was t h e consequence o f t h e i r Government's p o l i c y o f w h i c h t h e y 

were a l s o i n d i r e c t l y the v i c t i m s n o t o n l y i n economic terms b u t a l s o - and 

t h a t was even worse - i n m o r a l t e r m s . F o r t u n a t e l y , some o r g a n i z a t i o n s and 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d p e r s o n s , though s t i l l the m i n o r i t y , were opposed t o the 

o c c u p a t i o n and the r e p r e s s i o n , d e s p i t e the harassment t o w h i c h t h e y were 

s u b j e c t e d by t h e p o l i c e and the c o u r t s . 

59. The u p r i s i n g , w h i c h was b e i n g c a r r i e d on c o u r a g e o u s l y , and the 

p r o c l a m a t i o n o f the P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e by the P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l had 

r a d i c a l l y changed t h e p o l i t i c a l s c e n e i n the M i d d l e E a s t and opened up a r e a l 

p r o s p e c t f o r peace and the r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e r i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n 

p e o p l e . He wondered, however, how many more c h i l d r e n had t o be k i l l e d , how 

many more p e o p l e s u f f o c a t e d by t e a r - g a s , how many more homes d y n a m i t e d and 

l a n d s c o n f i s c a t e d , b e f o r e l a s t i n g peace and j u s t i c e were e s t a b l i s h e d t h r o u g h 

n e g o t i a t i o n s between the p a r t i e s d i r e c t l y c o n c e r n e d . 

60. As t h i n g s s t o o d , r e p r e s s i o n i n P a l e s t i n e had s t e a d i l y worsened and 

s u s p e c t s were b e i n g s h o t a t s i g h t . A f l a m e - t h r o w e r had been used t o d e s t r o y 

homes on 17 J a n u a r y 1989. A v i s i t t o t h e h o s p i t a l s showed t h a t p l a s t i c 

b u l l e t s had u n f o r t u n a t e l y p r o v e d most e f f e c t i v e i n r e c e n t months. 

61. W i t h r e s p e c t t o t r a d e u n i o n s , the r i g h t s o f w o r k e r s were b e i n g c o n s t a n t l y 

f l o u t e d . Two more t r a d e - u n i o n l e a d e r s had been a r r e s t e d and an i n s t r u c t o r was 

s t i l l t h r e a t e n e d w i t h d e p o r t a t i o n . In the a r e a o c c u p i e d by the I s r a e l i army 

i n s o u t h e r n Lebanon, the "South Lebanon army", a m i l i t i a o r g a n i z e d and 

f i n a n c e d by I s r a e l , was f o r c i n g t h e i n h a b i t a n t s t o e n l i s t under t h r e a t o f 

d e p o r t a t i o n . On 5. J a n u a r y 1989, tíie I s r a e l i f o r c e s had made mass a r r e s t s and 

e x p e l l e d 31 p e r s o n s i n v i o l a t i o n o f t h e Geneva C o n v e n t i o n s . Souha B e c h a r a , a 

young Lebanese p a t r i o t , was s h o r t l y t o be " t r i e d " by a m i l i t a r y c o u r t o f the 
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puppet array. That young woman, who had been i l l e g a l l y d e t a i n e d , s h o u l d be 

handed over f o r t h w i t h unharmed t o the Lebanese a u t h o r i t i e s . W i t h each p a s s i n g 

day, the number o f the dead and wounded i n P a l e s t i n e was i n c r e a s i n g . 

62. H i s F e d e r a t i o n hoped t h a t the Commission would h e l p t o end t h a t 

o c c u p a t i o n and t o r e s t o r e j u s t i c e and i n t e r n a t i o n a l law i n a r e g i o n t h a t had 

been s t e e p e d i n b l o o d by an e x p a n s i o n i s t and c o l o n i z i n g m i l i t a r y Power which 

t r a m p l e d upon S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s and i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n v e n t i o n s . 

6 3. Mr. WALTHBR ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l U nion o f S t u d e n t s ) s a i d t h a t , i n F e b r u a r y 19 88, 

he had t a k e n p a r t i n a f a c t - f i n d i n g m i s s i o n t o the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s , 

composed o f s t u d e n t s from e i g h t European c o u n t r i e s . He had seen w i t h h i s own 

eyes a l l the c r i m e s committed a g a i n s t the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e i n tho s e 

t e r r i t o r i e s by the I s r a e l i army. I n the h o s p i t a l s , he had seen the v i c t i m s o f 

a l l e g e d l y h a r m l e s s r u b b e r and p l a s t i c b u l l e t s . He had seen the inhuman 

c o n d i t i o n s o f the r e f u g e e camps which c a u s e d an i n c r e a s e o f 65 per c e n t i n the 

c h i l d m o r t a l i t y r a t e . He had a l s o w i t n e s s e d the economic o p p r e s s i o n t o which 

P a l e s t i n i a n s w o r k i n g a s cheap l a b o u r f o r I s r a e l i s were s u b j e c t e d , under 

c o n d i t i o n s comparable t o tho s e o f the b l a c k w o r k e r s i n r a c i s t South A f r i c a . 

A l l t h o s e measures were i n t e n d e d t o d e p r i v e a p e o p l e o f i t s n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t y 

a f t e r h a v i n g a l r e a d y d e p r i v e d i t o f a S t a t e . The P a l e s t i n i a n s w e r e , however, 

r e s i s t i n g t he o c c u p a t i o n and the o p p r e s s i o n , a s e v i d e n c e d by the u p r i s i n g , 

w h ich had a l r e a d y l a s t e d a y e a r , and they were a l r e a d y engaged i n b u i l d i n g the 

S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e . 

64. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l U nion o f S t u d e n t s hoped t h a t t he Commission would h e l p 

t o f u r t h e r the peace p r o c e s s and s t r e n g t h e n the p r e s s u r e a p p l i e d by the 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t o the I s r a e l i Government t o p u t an end t o the human 

r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s and t o the o c c u p a t i o n i t s e l f . 

lUS a l s o hoped t h a t the work o f the C o n m i s s i o n would encourage the c o n v e n i n g 

o f an i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace c o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t under U n i t e d N a t i o n s 

a u s p i c e s w i t h t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f the f i v e permanent mentoers o f the 

S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l and a l l the p a r t i e s t o the A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t , i n c l u d i n g 

t h e PLO, t h e s o l e l e g i t i m a t e - r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . 

65. Mr. DIENG ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission o f J u r i s t s ) s a i d t h a t h i s 

o r g a n i z a t i o n welcomed the f a c t t h a t , t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r , t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 

had adopted a r e s o l u t i o n c o n f i r m i n g t h a t the d e p o r t a t i o n o f P a l e s t i n i a n s from 

the West Bank v i o l a t e d the F o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n o f 1949. S i n c e t h e n , 

o t h e r v i o l a t i o n s o f p r i n c i p l e s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w t h a t had been committed by 

the I s r a e l i Government i n the o c c u p i e d Arab t e r r i t o r i e s had been condemned i n 

numerous G e n e r a l Assembly and S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s . A l l a p p e a l s t o 

the I s r a e l i Supreme C o u r t a g a i n s t t h o s e v i o l a t i o n s had f a i l e d , b e c a u s e 

o b l i g a t i o n s under i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r e a t y law d i d n o t form p a r t o f I s r a e l ' s 

i n t e r n a l law u n l e s s s p e c i f i c a l l y p a s s e d i n t o law by the P a r l i a m e n t . 

66. S i n c e the b e g i n n i n g o f the i n t i f a d a h , h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n h a d r e p e a t e d l y 

e x p r e s s e d i t s deep c o n c e r n about t h e v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s and o f 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l h u m a n i t a r i a n law committed by the I s r a e l i f o r c e s i n the o c c u p i e d 

t e r r i t o r i e s . He would n o t d w e l l on t h o s e v i o l a t i o n s because t h e y had a l r e a d y 

been d e s c r i b e d i n d e t a i l by p r e v i o u s s p e a k e r s and were w e l l known. What was 

even more d i s t u r b i n g was t h e r e f u s a l o f t h e I s r a e l i Government t o res p o n d t o 

a p p e a l s from the e n t i r e w o r l d community t o b e g i n a d i a l o g u e w i t h the PLO w h i c h 
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was c u r r e n t l y s e e k i n g a p e a c e f u l s e t t l e m e n t o f the c o n f l i c t . I s r a e l ' s r e f u s a l 

t o n e g o t i a t e posed the q u e s t i o n whether the Government's r e a l o b j e c t i v e was t o 

r e m a i n i n t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s f o r e v e r . 

67. Mr. RAIANI ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r g a n i z a t i o n f o r the E l i m i n a t i o n o f a l l Forms 

o f R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n (EAFORD)) s a i d t h a t the r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n t o 

w h i c h the 750,000 A r a b s l i v i n g i n the S t a t e o f I s r a e l were s u b j e c t e d had been 

l e g a l i z e d a c c o r d i n g t o I s r a e l i " f undamental l a w s " , w h i c h gave p r e f e r e n t i a l 

t r e a t m e n t t o Jews b u t made A r a b s s e c o n d - c l a s s c i t i z e n s w i t h n e i t h e r l e g a l 

s t a t u s nor r i g h t s . 

68. The s y s t e m a t i c d e s t r u c t i o n o f Arab v i l l a g e s and homes was a t y p i c a l 

example o f the d i s c r i m i n a t i o n p r a c t i s e d by the I s r a e l i s a g a i n s t n o n - J e w i s h 

c i t i z e n s . The a u t h o r i t i e s p l a n n e d t o d e s t r o y 47 v i l l a g e s i n the near f u t u r e 

a s t h e y had d e s t r o y e d the b i b l i c a l and e v a n g e l i c a l v i l l a g e o f Eninaus whose 

i n h a b i t a n t s had been e x p e l l e d and which had been r a z e d t o t h e ground i n 1968, 

and c o n v e r t e d i n t o a p a r k . The v i l l a g e o f l o u b y e h had met w i t h the same 

f a t e . The Arab c o m m u n i t i e s i n I s r a e l were a l s o f i n a n c i a l l y d i s a d v a n t a g e d 

because the s u b s i d i e s t h e y r e c e i v e d were one f i f t h o r one q u a r t e r o f what the 

J e w i s h c o m m u n i t i e s r e c e i v e d . For example, the new c i t y o f N a z a r e t h - 1 1 1 i t , 

where the Jews were i n the m a j o r i t y , had been d e c l a r e d a development z o n e , a 

s t a t u s t h a t i n c l u d e d c o n s i d e r a b l e p r i v i l e g e s and most o f f i c i a l s e r v i c e s had 

been t r a n s f e r r e d from the a n c i e n t Arab town o f N a z a r e t h t o N a z a r e t h - I l l i t . 

An I s r a e l i j o u r n a l i s t had w r i t t e n i n the J e r u s a l e m P o s t Magazine o f 

30 September 1988 t h a t more than 10,000 I s r a e l i A r a b s were l i v i n g i n s h a n t y 

towns where t h e y l a c k e d even t h e most e l e m e n t a r y a m n e n i t i e s and were d e p r i v e d 

o f w a t e r because t h e i r s e t t l e m e n t s had n o t been r e c o g n i z e d by the S t a t e o f 

I s r a e l . 

69. The I s r a e l i s c l a i m e d t h a t the l a n d o f P a l e s t i n e b e l o n g e d t o them because 

they were God's chosen p e o p l e ; the P a l e s t i n i a n s t h e r e f o r e had no a l t e r n a t i v e 

b u t t o a p p e a l t o the u n i t e d N a t i o n s f o r j u s t i c e . EAFORD c a l l e d upon t h e 

C o i m i s s i o n t o condemn I s r a e l i p r a c t i c e s and t o use i t s i n f l u e n c e t o persuade 

t h e I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s t o p u t an end t o t h e inhuman t r e a t m e n t o f n o n - J e w i s h 

c i t i z e n s i n the S t a t e o f I s r a e l . I t a l s o i n v i t e d the C o i m i s s i o n t o ask the 

Government o f I s r a e l t o a p o l o g i s e t o t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , a s i t had done t o 

Sweden, f o r the a s s a s s i n a t i o n o f Count B e r n a d e t t e , d u r i n g the c o u r s e o f a 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s m i s s i o n t o P a l e s t i n e . 

70. Mr. KHOURI (Union o f Arab J u r i s t s ) , h a v i n g r e c a l l e d t h a t the U n i v e r s a l 

D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s had been i n e x i s t e n c e f o r 40 y e a r s , s a i d t h a t , f o r 

40 y e a r s a l s o , t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e had been e n d u r i n g o p p r e s s i o n a t t h e 

hands o f the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s . S i n c e 8 December 1987, the d a t e when th e 

i n t i f a d a h began, I s r a e l had been c o m m i t t i n g a b o m i n a b l e c r i m e s i n t h e o c c u p i e d 

t e r r i t o r i e s and p u r s u i n g i t s s y s t e m a t i c p o l i c y o f weakening the P a l e s t i n i a n s 

by a l l p o s s i b l e means. The v i c t i m s o f t h a t o p p r e s s i o n r a n i n t o t h o u s a n d s . 

D e s p i t e condemnations by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o i m u n i t y , I s r a e l c o n t i n u e d t o 

d r i v e P a l e s t i n i a n s away from t h e i r homeland, t o d y n a m i t e t h e i r homes, t o c l o s e 

t h e i r s c h o o l s and u n i v e r s i t i e s and t o t u r n t h e i r towns and v i l l a g e s i n t o 

m i l i t a r y z ones i n d e f i a n c e o f a l l t h e G e n e r a l A s s e n b l y and S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 

r e s o l u t i o n s and i n v i o l a t i o n o f the F o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n o f 1949 and o f 

a l l t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w . 
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7 1 . That p o l i c y o f e x p u l s i o n s , g e n o c i d e , t e r r i t o r i a l a n n e x a t i o n by f o r c e , 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f s e t t l e m e n t s and a g g r e s s i o n a g a i n s t s o u t h e r n Lebanon was a 

s t u m b l i n g b l o c k t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s t o b r i n g peace t o the M i d d l e E a s t and 

f i n d a p e a c e f u l s o l u t i o n t o t h e c o n f l i c t whicti would g u a r a n t e e the r i g h t s o f 

a l l the p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d . 

72. The U i i o n o f Arab J u r i s t s a p p e a l e d t o t h e Commission t o condemn I s r a e l 

once a g a i n and demand t h a t i t c e a s e i t s inhuman p r a c t i c e s and w i t h d r a w i t s 

armed f o r c e s from t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s . I t a l s o u r g e d the Commission t o 

work t o w a r d s the r e a l i z a t i o n o f the l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n s , so 

a s t o e n a b l e them t o c r e a t e an i n d e p e n d e n t S t a t e on t h e i r n a t i o n a l t e r r i t o r y 

under the l e a d e r s h i p o f the PLO, t h e s o l e l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the 

P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . 

73. M r . WOLESCW ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Bar A s s o c i a t i o n ) s a i d t h a t a number o f 

s p e a k e r s , i n t h e i r s t a t e m e n t s on the agenda i t e m under c o n s i d e r a t i o n , had 

r e c a l l e d t h e m onstrous c r i m e s p e r p e t r a t e d by the N a z i s d u r i n g the Second W o r l d 

War. Those c r i m e s had n e v e r been e q u a l l e d or r e p e a t e d and the s p e a k e r s i n 

q u e s t i o n c o u l d have p r e s e n t e d t h e i r v i e w p o i n t s j u s t a s e f f e c t i v e l y w i t h o u t 

d e s e c r a t i n g t h e s a c r e d menory o f m i l l i o n s o f i n n o c e n t p e r s o n s who had been 

k i l l e d by the N a z i war machine. He sought the p r o t e c t i o n o f the C h a i r i n t h a t 

r e s p e c t and s p e c i f i e d t h a t he was n o t t r y i n g t o i n h i b i t f reedcm o f speech i n 

the Commission. He w i s h e d t o e i r p h a s i z e , m o r e o v e r , t h a t he had much sy i t p a t h y 

f o r the A r a b f a m i l i e s who had l o s t l o v e d ones on the West Bank and i n Gaza. 

7 4. He t hanked t h e Chairman f o r a l l o w i n g him t o make t h a t s t a t e m e n t , w i t h 

w h i c h t h e f o l l o w i n g n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s had a s k e d t o be 

a s s o c i a t e d : The W o r l d J e w i s h C o n g r e s s , the C o - o r d i n a t i n g Board o f J e w i s h 

O r g a n i z a t i o n s , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f J e w i s h Wonen, th e World ttiion f o r 

P r o g r e s s i v e J u d a i s m and the Women's I n t e r n a t i o n a l Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n . 

75. Mr. AL-BOUAININ (Observer f o r Q a t a r ) s a i d t h a t t h e f a c t t h a t the 

Coiranission was g i v i n g p r i o r i t y c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e o c c u p i e d 

A rab t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g P a l e s t i n e , showed the e x t e n t t o w h i c h the w o r l d 

was c o n c e r n e d over t h e f a t e o f the A r a b s who were s u f f e r i n g under t h e I s r a e l i 

y o k e . The p r i n t e d media and o t h e r w o r l d i n f o r m a t i o n organs had g i v e n wide 

c o v e r a g e t o t h e a c t s o f b r u t a l i t y and v i o l e n c e p e r p e t r a t e d a g a i n s t the Arabs 

i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s and i n s o u t h e r n Lenanon. Those f a c t s or events 

p r o v e d what was f u r t h e r c o n f i r m e d i n t h e S p e c i a l C o n m i t t e e ' s r e p o r t 

(A/43/694), t h a t the Z i o n i s t a u t h o r i t i e s had n o t changed t h e i r a t t i t u d e one 

b i t and c o n t i n u e d t o d e f y i n t e r n a t i o n a l p u b l i c o p i n i o n and t o endeavour t o 

p r e v e n t a c o m n i s s i o n o f i n q u i r y from g o i n g t o the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s . 

However, the i n t i f a d a h , w h i c h had a l r e a d y l a s t e d a y e a r , had c l e a r l y shown 

t h a t the P a l e s t i n i a n s were r e s i s t i n g t h a t o c c u p a t i o n o f t h e i r t e r r i t o r y . As 

the S e e r e t a r y - G e n e r a l had s a i d i n h i s r e p o r t (A/43/806), the P a l e s t i n i a n 

p r oblem c o u l d be s o l v e d o n l y by a c o m p r e h e n s i v e , j u s t and l a s t i n g s e t t l e m e n t 

b a s e d on S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s 242 (1967) and 333 ( 1 9 7 3 ) , and t a k i n g 

i n t o a c c o u n t the l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , i n c l u d i n g 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I t was c l e a r t h a t the s t r a t e g y o f the Z i o n i s t s was a t 

v a r i a n c e w i t h s u c h an a i m and t h a t t h e i r l o n g - t e r m o b j e c t i v e was t o m o d i f y the 

demographic s t r u c t u r e o f t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s , w h i c h would s u b s e q u e n t l y 

f a c i l i t a t e t h e i r f u l l a n n e x a t i o n . 
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7 6. The v i o l a t i o n s committed by the I s r a e l i forces were not confined to the 

Gaza S t r i p and the West Bank. In the Golan Heights as w e l l , innocent persons 

had been detained, f a m i l i e s dispossessed and economic pressure brought to bear 

on the population. L a s t l y , the presence of the Zionist army in southern 

Lebanon, a l l e g e d l y to protect Israel's s e c u r i t y , constituted a v i o l a t i o n of 

res o l u t i o n s 425 (1979) and 509 (1989) requiring the withdrawal of I s r a e l i 

m i l i t a r y forces from Lebanon. 

77. But I s r a e l could not continue i n d e f i n i t e l y to disregard the new world 

s i t u a t i o n t y p i f i e d by the decisions taken by the Palestine National Council at 

A l g i e r s in l a t e 1988, because those decisions reaffirmed and d e f i n i t i v e l y 

established the P a l e s t i n i a n people's r i g h t to self-determination and to 

independence. That people would shrink from no s a c r i f i c e to a t t a i n i t s end 

and enjoy at long l a s t i t s i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s . Qatar supported the e f f o r t s of 

that brother Arab people whicii, i t was convinced, would soon be crowned with 

success. 

78. His delegation supported, moreover, the holding of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace 

conference on the Middle East under United Nations auspices and with the 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n of the f i v e permanent members of the Security Council and a l l 

the p a r t i e s to the Arab- I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t , including the PLO, the sole 

legitimate representative of the P a l e s t i n i a n people. 

The meeting rose at 1 p.m. 


