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REPCRT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS CONCERNING
THE CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH LINCHTENSTEIN MAY BECOME A PARTY
TO THE STATUTE OF THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE

At 1ts meeting on 8 April 1949, the Security Council decided to refer
to the Commities of Experts, for oonsideration and report, a latter from
the Govermment of ths Principality of Lischtenstein which had been forwarded
to the Secretary-General by the Swiss office for liaison with the
United Natlons (5/1298 and S/1298/Corr.}), That letter expressed the deaire
of the Goverrment of the Principality of Llechtenstein to learn the
conditions‘under which Liechtenstein could bscome s pé.rty to the Statute
of the International Court of Justice. o )

The Committee met on 16 June 1949 o consider the communlcation of
Lieohtenstein. After discussion, the Committes decided, by 9 votes,
with 2 abstentions (Ukrainlan SSR, USSR), to advise the Security Council
to send the followinz rscamendation to the General Assembly:

“The Securlty Council rscommends that the General Asgembly,
in sccordance with Article 93, parageaph 2, of the Charter, determine
the conditions on which Liechtenstein may bvecome s party to the
Statute of the Intermational Court of Justice, as follows:

"TLiechtenatein will become a party to the Statute on the
date of the deposit with the Secretary-General of the Tnited Nations
of an instrument, eigned on bshalf of the Goverrment of the
Principallty of Lischtensteln and ratified as may be requirsd by
Liechtengteints constitutional law, contalning:

"{a) Acceptance of the provisions of the Statute of the
Tnternetional Court of Jugtice;

®(4) Acceptance of all the obligations of a Member of the
Unitsd Nations under Article 94 of the Charter; and

"(c) An undertaking to contribute to the oxpenses of the
Court such eguitable amount as the General Aggembly
shall assess from time to time after conaultatlon
with the Liechtenstein Government.”

During the discuselon, the repregentativea cof the Unilon of Sovist
Socialist Republica and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic were
of the opinion that, under Article 93, paragraph 2, of the Charter, the
parties to the Statute of the Tnternational Court of Justice had +o be
independent and soveraign States. Thls Article did not mean that any
State, whatever 1% might ba, could become & party to the Statute of the

Court. The fact that conditions had to be determined in each cese ghowed -
/the importance
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- the importance attached to this question by the framere of the Charter,
It wee_epperent that Liechbtenstein had ylelded Important parts of its
- goverelmmty to another State. Liechtenstein wvag, therefore, not a
govereign end independent State, and there was no need to admlt 1t to
become a party to the Statute of the Imternatioral Cowrt of Juatice,

The majority of the members of the Committee, however, maintained
that Liechtenstein wee a Stete in the sense of Article 93, paragréph 2,
of the Charter eince it poeseesed a1l the qualifications of a State.
The Jurisdiction of the International Court of Justlce should be extended
as far ag possible. The accession of Lischtenstein to the Statute of
the Internaticnal Court of Justlce wag all the more ussful for it @ince -
1t vas a small State and protection of law wes most necessary inm such
a case. It was also reealled ﬁhat, in deeling with the application of
'Switzerlend to beoome a party to the Statute of the International Court
of Justice, the’ Committee of Experts had advised certain conditidng.
Though thess conditions had not beer intended as a precedent to any
Tuture cage, the dilscussion of the application of Switzerlsnd in the
Comuittee had been #o exhauative and detailed that 1t sppeared advisable
that the same conditione in the same wording be get in the case of
Liechtenetein. ' ‘ '
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