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Memorandum byvthe Secretary-General

1. 'The desirabllity of co-operation between the Commission on maan nghts and
the specdalized agencies and other organs of ‘the United Natlons in the
cousidsration of econonic, soclal and cultur&l rights was emphaaized by the
Commissich ‘on Human Rights at its sixth sesslén’ in & draft resolution which it
submltted to the Fconomic and’ Social Council for the latter's conslderation
(E/1681, Annex IV, draft resolutisn IV). The Council at its eleventh seesion
adopted resolution 303 D (XI) which' endorsed bhe deeirability of such co-operation
expresseéd by the Commissiot and requeeted the Secretary-General to take certain ‘
steps with a view to making the necessary arrangements for obtaining the
collaboration of the othexr orpmags. o* e Unitod Nations end the speoielized
agencies, in particulaer the International Labour Organisation, and instructed

him to submit a- report on the information and observatione thus obtained together
with any documentation he might consider relevant to the seventh session of the
Commission on Human Rights (E/CN.4/513, p&r&graph 6). ’I'his decision of the
Council was also connected with its adoptlon of resolution 303 C (XI) by which

the Council approved the decision of the Commission om Human Rights regarding the
Commigsionts intentlon to proceed at its seventh seesion with the consideration of
additional covenants and measures dealing with economic, social, cultural,
political and other categories of human rights (see 371880, paragraphs 2-4),

Subsequently, the General Aesembly in its resolution 421 B (V) decided to include
' /economic,
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economic; social and cultural rights in the Covenant on Human Rightse and called
upon the Council to request the Commission on Human Rights to include such
rights in- »th'e' draft 56venant and to take such steps as were necessary to obtain
the co-operation of other organs of the United Nations and of the specialized
agencies in the consideration of such rights. The General Assembly also
requested the Council to consider the methods by which the speclalized agencles
'might. co-operate with the Commission with regard to these rights (see E/CN.h/513,
paragraphs 20-21).
2. It may be noted that the Director-General of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization submitted a report on regulations concerning
economic and social rights in the International Covenant on Human Righte to the
eleventh session of the Economic and Social Council (E/1752 and Corr.l). |
3. .The Secretary-General, in accordance with instructions in re»solutionl'303 D
(X1) of the Council, commnicated with the administrative heads of specialized
agencles concerned. After the edoption of resolution 421 E (V) by the General
Assembly, he also invited the admiﬁistrative heads of speclalized agencles to
comminicate to him for transmission to the Council, at 1lts twelfth sessilon, the
views of their wrgnuizativas yegarding poseible mothods for co-operation with the
Commission on Human Rights in the consideration of economlc, social and cultural
rights (see E/l880, parsgraphs 5, 6 and 7) Texts of replies received from
specialized agencies mentioned below to the two conm:unications of the
Secretary-General were c‘lrculated to tha Council in documents E/1880 , annex, and
E/1880/Add.1 to Add.7:

International Labour Organisation

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

United Netions Bducetional, Sclentific and Cultural Organization

International Civil Aviation Organization

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development

Tnternational Monetary Fund

" Universal Postal Unlon

World Health Organization

International Refuges Qr‘ga.;ﬁzation _

International Telecommmnication Union

Inter-Governmental Maritime Consd:_ttative Organization

‘World Meteodrological Organization

/. ‘The Council
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L, Tae Council at its twelfth session adopted & resolution on 23 February 1951 -
(/1927) transmitting the remolutlon of the General Apsembly to the Commission
on Iuman Rights for appropmai:e action.y The Council invited such of the
spocisnlived agenciles as felt dlrsctly concernsed with the problem of the inciusion
In the Covenant of economic, social aid cultural rights to serd representatlves
to the swunuh session of the Commissmn on Human Rights to pa.rticipate in the
_A_wcx*k of the Commission relating 'co those rlghts ‘I‘he Council ag.so calleu. upon
 the C’..‘EJI‘I.SS"On to take such steps a8 vere necessary 1n order 'oo obtain the
fuliest co-operation of the specialized agencies in the conaideration of these
righte sud to consider for this purpose. the:setting up of ons or more joint
working groups consisting of representatives of::the -Comissien ahi; of it.:hf;v_
speclalized. agencles interegted, which would report on its work to.the Commlssion.
5.:. - In the-course of a statoment mide at . the twelfth session of ths Council,
the: reprgsentative of the Food -and Agriculture Orgenization proposed that the
Courcili show'd suggest to the Commission on Human Rights the inclusion in the
srdwadt Covenant of ‘articles incorporating four principles relating to various
aspscts of tood and to the rights of food producers (see document. B/ SR 439 .. 5
pages L0-12).
6,  ~The Secretary-Génerdl commmicated with' the -administrative Heads. oft
spect a"‘ized a.gencies on 24 February. 1951 ¢rawing their ‘atterltion €6 thbus
Parteof the resolution adopted by “hs Covhell at its fwblfth besbict ‘tn
23 Fo’rx‘ua‘ 1951, which are ment‘lone& i ﬁaragraph 5 abOVe. Relsvant pav-ts “of
com mtlo*xs recelved from specialized ag‘encies will be found in the annex
b6 this dotument’ " Trformaticd o“ﬁ subseq;ueri‘cf‘ ‘comzminications will be circulated
'to tﬁe Co:ﬁm.ssmn in eddends to the presen‘b document
7. A commnication recelved from the' High Cotindf sa1oner ‘Tot Refligeed on the
subjJect of co-operation with the Commission oun Human Rights in the task of
drafting provisions concerning economic, social and cultural rights WLS‘. be
found in document, B/CN,4/526.

————

3/ For text of resolution see E/CN.4/525.
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ANNEX

Ex.tra.cts from communlications from administrative Qead.s
of specialized agencies -

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations - Letter dated
‘7 March 1951 from the Director-General ‘

I regret that it will not be possible for FAO to be represented at this
meeting since the Organization will be in the process of moving its headguarters
from Waahingt_on to Roms at this time.

United Nations Educa.tional Scientific_and Cultural Organiza.tion - Lotter dated
14 March 1951 from the Assistant Director-Gemeral

L'Organisation des Nations Unles pour 1'Education, la Scilence et la
Culture ne manq_ﬁera pas de se faire représenter & la septidme session de la
.. Commission des Droits de 1'Homme, afin de participer & ses traveux dans le
domaine des droite socieux, économiques et culturels.

 Je vous transmettral ultérieurement les noms des représentants qui auront
6t ddaignds & cet effet,

International Civil Aviation Orga.nization - Let’cer dated 14 March 1951 from the
Secretary-General SR

This Organization is not qne_ of those specialized agencies directly concermed
" with the Commission's activipieé end will therefore not be represented at the
Boventh session of the Commisslon, which opens in Geneva on 16 April 1351.

In thanking you for your invitation I would like to assure you of ICAO'Ys
villingness to cooperate with the Comniission in any aspect of its work in which
ICAOts gpeciel competence cduld be 6f asgistance,

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development - Letter dated 20 March 1351
from the President ' |

 Since the activities of the International Bank do not bear directly upon
the work of the Commisslon, the Bank does not plan to send a representative to
attend the Commission's forthcoming meeting,

/International Monetary
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:;f*"xatxonal Monetarx,Fund - Letter dated 14 March 135 from ‘the Managing Jirector
While ‘the work of “the Commiesion on Buman Rights is of great interest to

the Fund, the limlte set on our activities. by our Articles of Agreement o not

appear to cover this field of work, It will therefore not be possible 'to send

a representative to the seventh gession of the Commission on’Human Rights

opening in Geneva on April 16, 1351,

International Refugee Organization - Letter dated 12 March 1351 from the
Director-General

A8 you know, it has been the practice hitherto for representatives of the
International Refugee Organization to participate in. the work of -the United
Netions relating to human rights insofar as. they .concerned the status of
. refugees. Now that this latter question has passed the competence of the '
Unlted Nations ngh Commissioner for Refugees, I' do not believe:the IR0 is
in a p051t10n to make a contributlon to the work-of the .Commission on- Human
Rights, The Organization will not be represented, therefore, - -at “the Seventh

Session.

International Telscommunication Union -~ Letter dated 9 March 1351 from the
Secretary-General _

J'ai l'honneur de voue informer que, bien qu'elle suive avec un vif
intérét tous les efforts effectuds dans le domaine des drolts de 1l'homme, hotre

orgenisation ne stoccupe pas directement des questions relatives aux drolts

éconcmiques, sociaux et culturels.
Dens ces conditions, 1l ne me paraft pas indispensable de d€1léguer un
représentant & la 7e eession de la Commission des droilts de 1'homme.

Inter-Govermmental Maritime Consultative Organization - Letter dated
5 March 15055 from the Assistant Director, Transport and Commnications Division
Du fait que 1'Orgenisation intergouvernsmentale consultative de la

navigation maritime en est actuellement & un stade purement préparatoire et en
raison de la nature provisoire des dispositions prises pour son secrétariat,
~ Je regrette vivement qu'il ne soit pas poseible & la Commission préparatoire
de 17Organisation intergouvernementale de la navigation maritime de se faire

représenter & cette session,

/Interim Commission
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Intexim Commission for the International Trade Organization - Letter dated
6 March 1351 from the Executive Secretary B

_ I regret that due to the attendance of part of my staff at the Torquay
Conference, 1t will not be possible to send a representative to this session
(seventh session of the Commission on Buman Rightse),

International Meteorological Organization - Letter dated 3 March 1951 from the
President of the International Meteorological Commlttee

I have studied the two resolutions adopted by the Economlc and Social
Council, referred to in your letter, but 1t seems to me unlikely that the
International Meteorological Organisation can be of much assistence to the
forthcoming meeting of the Commission on Humen Rights. Since, moreover, the
date of this meeting occurs at a time when the Internmational (World)
MetebrOIOgical Organisation will be meeting in plenary session in Paris, it would
be difficult to find representatives to go to Geneva, I therefore wish to thank
you for your invitation, and to express the opinion that circumstances do not
Justify the:IMO (WMO) being represented at this meeting.

- wm - . w



