
UNITED NATIONS 

ECONOMIC 
AND 
SOCIAL COUNCIL 

GENERAL 

E/CU.V525 
2 March 1951 
ORIGINAL; ENGLISH-

FRENCH 

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
Seventh session 
Item 3 of the provisional agenda 

DRAFT INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON HUMAN BIGHTS 
AND MEASURES OF IMPLMMTATION 

Resolutions adopted at the fifth session of the 
"" General Asaembly and the twelfth session 

of the Economic and Soolal Council 

1. General Assembly resolution 1»21(V) of k December 1950 on the future work of 
the Commission on Human Bights. 

"The General Assembly. 

"Appreciating the priority whic&, in accordance with General Assembly 

resolution 217 (HI), the CommiSBion on Human Rights during its 19^9 and 

1950 sessions gave to the preparation of a draft International Covenant on 

Human Rights and measures for its implementation, 

"Noting the decision of the Economic and Social Council at its 

eleventh session to transmit the draft Covenant together with the releyant 

documentation and records of the- discussion in the Council to the General 

Assembly at its fifth session for consideration with a view to reaching 

policy decisions on the points listed in Economic and Social Council 

resolution 303 (XI), 

"Considering it essential that the Covenant should include provisions 

rendering it obligatory for States to: promote the implementation of the 

human rights and fundamental freedoms proclaimed in the Covenant and to 

talse the necessary steps, including legislation, to guarantee to everyone 

the real opportunity of enjoying those rights and freedoms, 

"Having considered -̂ho draft Covenant prepared by the Commission on 

Human Rights, particularly with reference to certain basic' policies, 

A. "1. 
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A. 

"1. Cofflmftnds the Commission on Human Eights for the important work it has 

thus far accomplished; 

"2* Calls upon the Economic sad Social Council to request the Commission 
on Human Eights to continue to give priority i n ' i t s work to the completion 
of the draft Covenant and measures for i t s implementation in order that the 
General Assembly may have"%af©re. i t : at. i t s . s ix th session the revised draft 
of this Covenant; 

"3 . Considers; 
(a) That the l i s t of fights in the f i r s t eiRhteen ar t ic les of the 
dre,ft: Covenant •.dstoa-ifop/v^sM certain.^qf-th9';-:^;t^leitie^tary• r ights; 
(bj That the present vording of some of "the f i r i t eighteen,,articles 
of the draft Covenant should be improved in order to protect, more 
effectively ^ j : r l g h t s ! to whichl&ey"refer* 

Co) ' 'fhat : in'the d r a f t i ^ °f the Covenant account should "be. taken of 

the Principles and Purj*08®8 o r the Charter or the united Hations.and 

that these Principles"#n£ Purposes should he consistently.applied and 

assiduously •protlct&d'; 

*ki'-'Cans' tampon' the Economic! and Social Council to request the. Commission 

on Human Eights' to takeinW consideration in i t s work of revision pf the 

draft- Covenant: 
(i^ ; (The'Vie^s expressed during the discussion of the draft Covenant 

a'a the fifth session of the General Assembly, and. at, the eleventh 
session of Hfhe Economic and Social Council, including those 
relating to' ar t icles 13 and l4 of the draft Covenant and, with.a 
view to the addition in the draft Covenant of othe ;r.rights, . those 
relating Ho the rights set forth hy the tjnion. of Soviet Socialist 
EepubHes1,3!^ docuTJieGt A/c.3/i,,$6 and Yugoslavia in document 

( i i ) ' 'The'vi©w^ expressed- during the discussion of the draft Covenant 
a t the fifth session of the General Assembly and a t the eleventh 
session of the Economic and Social Council, that i t i s desirable 

/ to define 
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to define the r i ^ 1 * 3 s e ^ forth in the Covenant and the l imi ta t ions 

thereto with the grea tes t possible precision; 

" 5 . Calls upon the Econom:ic and Social Council to request the Commission 

on Human Rights to study a federal S ta te a r t i c l e and to prepare, for the 

consideration of the GenerM Assembly a t i t s s ixth session, recommendations 

•ahich -will have as t h e i r -purpose the securing of the maximum extension of 

the Covenant to the cons t i^ 6 1 1 * uni*8 °f federal S t a t e s , and the meeting of 

the cons t i tu t iona l problem*3 o f federal s t a t e s ; 

D. 

"6* Calls upon the. Economic ^n^ Social Council to request the Commission 

on Human Eights to study v^7B and means which would ensure the r igh t of 

peoples and nations to !3elf'-determination, and to prepare recommendations 

for consideration by the General Assembly a t i t s s ix th session; 
E • 

"Whereas the Covenant s n °u ld be drawn up in the s p i r i t and based on 

the pr inciples of the Universal Declaration of Human Eights , 

"Whereas the Universal Declaration regards man as a person, to whom 

civic and p o l i t i c a l freedoms &s well as economic, socia l and cu l tu ra l 

r igh t s indubitably belong, 

"Whereas the enjoyment of-civic and p o l i t i c a l freedoms and of economic, 

soc ia l and cu l tu ra l r igh ts a r e interconnected and intordepgndent, 

"Whereas, -when depriv&& of economic, social, and. cu l tu ra l r i g h t s , man 

does not represent the hum^ 'P 6 ^ 0 1 ^ whom the Universal Declaration:regards 

as the ideal of the free man, 

"7 . (a) Decides to inc lu ' te^n 1 the Covenant economic, soc ia l and cu l tu ra l 

r i gh t s and an e x p l i c i t recognition of1'equality., of men and.women in 

re la ted r i g h t s , as s e t . f o r t h in: the .Charte'y;.^ 

(b) Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to .request the 

Commission on Human B ^ n t s , in accordance with, the s p i r i t of the 

Universal Declaration "to include in the draft Covenant a c lear 

expression of economic* social and cu l tu ra l r igh ts in a manner which 

r e l a t e s them to the c i v i 0 and p o l i t i c a l freedoms proclaimed by the 

/ (c ) Calls upon 
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(c) Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the 

Commission on Human Rights to talce such steps as are necessary to 

obtain the ; co-operation of other organs of the United Nations and of 

the specialized agencies in the consideration of such r i g h t s ; 

(d) Requests the Economic and Social Council to consider, a t i t s 

twelfth session, the methods by which the specialized agencies might 

co-operate with the Commission on Human Rights with regard to economic, 

soc ia l and cu l tu ra l r i g h t s ; 

F . 

"®# Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission 

on Human r igh ts to proceed with the consideration of provisions, to be 

inserted in the draf t Covenant or in separate protocols, for the receipt 

and examination of pe t i t ions from individuals and organizations with 

respect to alleged viola t ions of the Covenant; and to take into 

consideration in i t s s tudies of questions r e l a t i ng to pe t i t ions and 

implementation the proposals presented by Chile ( A / C . 3 / L « 8 I ) , Ethiopia 

and France (A/C.3/L.78), I s r ae l (A/c.3/L.9l/Eev.l and A/c .3 /L.9 l /Eev. l / 

Corr . l ) and Uruguay ( A / C . 3 / L . 9 3 ) i 

G. 

"9. Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission 

on Human Rights to report to the Economic and Social Council a t i t s 

th i r t een th session concerning the above matters; 

H. 

"10, Requests the Secretary-General to invite Member States to submit by 

15 February 1951> their views concerning the draft Covenant as revised by 

the Commission on Human Rights at its sixth session, in order that the 

Commission may have such views before it during it's further consideration 

of the draft Covenant at its seventh session. 

2. General Assembly resolution ^22(v) of k December 1950 on the territorial 
application of the International Covenant on Human Rights 

"The General Assembly 

"Requests the Commission on Human Rights to include the following 

article in the International Covenant on Human Rights: 

/"Article . . . . 
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"Article 

"The provisions of the present Covenant sha l l extend to or be 

applicable equally to a signatory metropolitan Sta te and to a l l the 

t e r r i t o r i e s , be they Hon-Self-Governing, Trust , or Colonial Terr i tor ies , . 

which are being administered or governed by such metropolitan S t a t e . " 
3 . Economic and Social 'Council resolut ion on the future Trork of the CgTmaiseion 

on Hunan Sights 'adopted on 23 February 1351 (E/1927I 

"The Economic and Social Council, 

"Taking note of the resolut ions of the General Assembly a t i t s F i f th 

Session on the future -work of the Commission on Human Eights ( A / I 6 2 0 ) and on 

the t e r r i t o r i a l appl icat ion of the In ternat ional Covenant on Human Eights 

(A/l622), both adopted on k December 1950, 

"Considering the communications from the In ternat ional Labour 

Organisation and from the United Nations Educational, Sc ien t i f ic and 

Cultural Organization (E/l880/Add.l and l/l880/Add.7) concerning co-operation 

between the Commission on Human Eights and the specialized agencies with 

regard to economic, socia l and cu l tu ra l r i g h t s , 

" 1 . Transmits these resolut ions to the Commission on Human Eights for 

appropriate act ion; 

"2* inv i tes the Commission to take into consideration in i t s work on 

the draf t covenant the records of the discussion a t the twelfth session of 

the Council, the remarks or observations made by members of the Council and 

by representat ives of specialized agencies, as well as the amendments to the 

draf t covenant presented a t tha t session; 

"3* Invi tes such of the special ized agencies as fee l d i rec t ly concerned 

with the proposed economic, socia l and cu l tu ra l r igh ts to send 

representat ives to the seventh session of the Commission on Human Eights to 

par t ic ipa te in the work of the Commission r e l a t ing to economic, socia l and 

c u l t u r a l r i g h t s ; 

"h. Calls upon the Commission to take such steps as are necessary in 

order to obtain the fu l l e s t co-operation of the specialized agencies in the 

consideration of economic, soc ia l and cu l tu ra l r i g h t s , and to consider for 

t h i s purpose the s e t t i ng up of one or more jo in t working groups consis t ing 

of representat ives of the Commission and of the in teres ted specialized 

agencies, which w i l l report to the Commission; 

"5 . Bequests the Commission on Human Eights to prepare and submit to 

the Council a t i t s t h i r t een th session a revised draf t Covenant on the l ines 

indicated by the General Assembly, together with a report upon the r e su l t s | f 

i t s work." 


