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I, ECOMOMIT AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 2-9 AND AMAIVSIS OF THE REPIIES
CF GOIERNMENTS REGARDING THAT RESCIOTION

1. G2 26 June 1946 ths Tconomic and Socilal Counbil_, taking nots of the
recommaiationz of the Nuclsar Comzission on Human 'Rights, adopied vresolotion 2-9,

Ty vaich;:

- the United Nations are Invited to considex the desiradility
ef sstadilshing infomtion groups or local human rights commitises

n their respective countrises to ollabo**ate with them In furthering
the work of the Comnigsion on Human Rights.’ :

2, The Socrotary-Ceneral drew the attention of all Member Covernments tc this

reacintion in a lettsr addrossed to them on 30 Septembexn 193%6 , and in lstters of

& 27 May "048 concerning the implemsntation of reccrmendations on sconomic
end. gosliasl mtters, .
3.

comnlthess have Deon cotablished or existing organizatione utilized for the

/
yepsven goverrments have raplied to these letters.l" Local human rights

purpesss onvligaged in the reeolut 1on in eleven countriss: Brarzil, Cenada,
Dominican Zepublin, Francs, Ha 4t1 Nethwiand.s, Norway, Poland, Siar, Turiey and
Uonited Btaves of Angrica., Nins gevernments have noted ths resoluticn and
expresgad thalr inberest in it: Guatewmals, Houdunras, Lidaria, Mexico,

TPy
Yew Daealax

goa, Pmﬂma Tallippines and Venezuela. Tho Toversmwont of
Venoznsla stated el so tzat it was consldering the possibility of establiching
loual informatlon g.coups in the near future. Tae fovermmsnt of E1 falvador sald
that it ponld iteelf celldborate in u..m@ri:'zg the activitles of the Comaission
cn Homen Richie. Throo gorvernments, Austra'iia Now Zsaiand and the Ualtsd Kingdom
were of tls 0p-mcm that the functions of such groups required slarification
belope taldng any dscleion on their establishwsnt. Ths Geverument of Indla ostated
that all fundamental human ights and fundamsniel Tresdsoms had been it crepporated
in 15 draft consbitation end that the quastion of establishing loccl sommitiees
should bs pureued, if nscessary, only after the constitution had besn ratified.

The goveonment of Pakistan said that it had noted the resolution for futur

Tas Tovsransnt of (ores o w atteatlon to a note prapared by
> T, Stathiados on human rights leglelation in Grezsze in 1947,

spides fror govermwnte give 1ittle infermetion about the fumcticns

al homan rights scwmwittess or informstion grouns where they

W /3E6, Annexng A and B, aad Aniex to

. + h? <
/have baen eotodlished,
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have beer established. The Government of Turkey which was the first country to
set up & eommittee in Octdber 1946, transmitted to the Secretary-General on
19 March 1947, the first two issues of a monthly review published by..the.
United Nations Turkish ‘Group for the Establlshment and Protection of the. Human
Rights and Fundamsnxal Freedoms. In a letter dated 23 June "1948 the Turkish
Government informed the Secretary-General that this Group would ect as the
correspondents nominéféd'by the'QoYernmentAtq furniéh informetion end.
documentation for the Yearbook on Human Rights.

Thevreply from the Dominican ﬁéﬁuﬁiic of ‘26-Qctober 1946 stated thet an
orgenization known as ths Institute for Economic and SScial Advancement and the
Defence of Human Rights had been in existence for gome time whoge ends appeared
to coincide with the purpose of the Council resolutien.- The Institute 8.
principal aim is to take part in the world movermsnt in favour of 1ncreased and
more univsrsal application of humen rights. C

On 21 Mey 1947 the Netherlands Government reported the establishmsnt of an
Advisory Commission on Human. ‘Righta. In a letter dated 9 April 1948 ,

(=/cn, “/82/Rev 1) the government stated that 1t had submitted the report . of “the
Commission on Humen Rights to this Comission and, after taking cognizance of
its observatlons, submitted its own comments on the draft International Bili of
Humen Rights. ‘

In & letter dated 16 July 1947 the United States Government replied thet it
wag lnviting some two hundred non—gdﬁéfhﬁéntél'ofganiZations interested in
human'rights to submit suggestlons regarding the drafting of en international bill
of human rights. It stated further that the State Department had established
working relations with the President's Committee on Civil Rights to secure its
advice on all matters relating to humen rights. on 12 July 1948 the United
States Government reafiirmed that, it maintained close liaison with interested
ncn-governmental organizations and that thelr commerits and suggestions received
careful study. Special meetings were held with representatives.of these
prganizatibns prior to the ‘second and third sessions of the Commission on Human
Rights. A
bn 7 July 1948 the Canadian Government reported to the Secretary-General
_that'many active voluntary organizations e#isted in Censda which were concerned

‘with the protection“éf“human rights, and that the Canadian Govermment therefore
had not coneidered it necossery to establish special groups other than the

‘ /Special Joint
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Special Joint Committee of the Senate and House of Commons on human rights and
fundamental, freedoms

In a letter from the Government of France, dated 16 July 1948, it was stated
that French experte had from the beginning participated in the-work of the.
Commiseion on Human Righte end its two Sub-Commissions and that for -some time
there hed existed in France national organizations interested in humen rights, the
principal one being the Ligue des Droits de I 'Homms.

The fovernment of Polend on 7 Auguet 1948, stated that a section on human
rights had been established 1n the Institute of International Affairs and that
 the Polisgh Association for the United Netions wae giving the gquestion of

establishing local humen rights- committeee and. information groups most careful
consideration.

On 13 August 1948 the government of Siem reported that a committee had been
appointed to exemine the draft international déclération, covenant and measures
: of implementatlon, end had reported to the government that it approved in

principle the drafts proposed by the Commission on’ Human Rights at that date.

On. 28 February 1950 the QOVernment of Brezil stated it had always requested
“and. would request ‘the colleboration of netional scientific and cultural
institutione,ysueh ag the Brazilian International Iaw Society, the Brazilian
Institute for Education, Science end Gultuve &nd the governmont departments -
concerned.

The .reply from.Haiti of 12 November 1946 and from Norway of 24 October 1947
report, the establishment of informetion groupe but say nothing -of the functions
-performed by, them.and give only details of their membership and -composition.
‘5..: The Commiseion on Humen Rights has not itself discussed the question of the
establlishment of human rights committees and information groups since the.Council
- adopted- its. resolution on 21 June l9&6 At its second sescicn 1t declded that
it would take up the fUnctions of these groups at it third session- (E/600,
paragraph L9y, At ite third seesion it considered thet ths f functions- of these
groups could not be defined unless the measures decided on by the- Commission for
implementing the COVenant on Humen Rights wére ‘taken into consider atlon,  end
decided to postpone the study of this question until it had decided on these
measures. (E/800 paragraph 22). At its Fifth session the Commission decided to
postpons coneideration of thils matter until ‘“the messures of implemeutztion had
been drefted (E/l37l, paragraph 30). At its eixth session it deferrsd

/consideration
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considsration of the item to its seventh scssion: (E /1681, paregraph 80).

6. No guidance haq tharrfo-e been g;v 5T bJ tne Cormdq<*c1 on the q&o°ulcn of .
these comnittees or groups. It mey also ‘be noted thet ths repliss of governments,
‘With the exceptlor of thet from Brazil of 28 February 1950, bear the date of
1948 er. eacl er and no 1n?01mat10n is avadeb«e on the p abent actLNLtLes.of
vcomm¢t+ebs which have been set up, except +he Turk#sn group, wa ch suppllesk
gformgtion for the Yearbook. The Lommjsalon nay w1sq therefors to cons’der fhe
«@eg+rabélity of'addfesging‘a“fu ~ther inquiry to govcrnments.. Ic may aleo wish i
~ﬁ@ review the -whole question of the owgdnlzat*on of 10381 humaﬁ flguts coumitiees
or inforation groups and ‘the functions which they mlght nev orm.

JIT) ESTABLISHRAT
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TI. ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS TO DEAL
WITH SOCTAL QUESTIONS WITHIN THE FIELDS COVERED BY THE
SOCIAL COMMISSION

7. In this comnexion the Commission may note that national committees and groups
have been established in some countries to work in the social field. At 1ts sixth
session the Sbcial'Commission noted with satisfaction that several Goverrments had
. taken the initiative in setting up netional committees, consisting of
representatives of various ministries and, in some cages, of non-~governmental
orgenizetions, in order to prepare the ﬁork of the Socilal Commission‘and bring 1t
to the knowledge of public opinion. The Social Commission expreeséd'the wish that
such committees te set up in as meny countries as possible, and especially in »
those which had representatives on the Commission. It drew the attention of the
committees to the value of co-orﬁinating, at the national level, the work of States
in the United Nations and in the specialilzed ageiicies. It stated its conviction
that 1t is principelly through Governments that the United Nations can bring its
work to the kmowledge of the large masses of the popuwlatio. in each counbry and
asked the Secretary-General to report on the work of “he committees "so as to
eneble all countries to benefit from the experience of a few, add 8o as to bring
1ts work to the knowledge of an increasing number of men and women throughout the
vorld” (E/1678, Ammex IV, paragraph 32). Ia accordance with this recommendation,
which was endorsed by the Economic'and Social Council at its eleventh session as
part of the Soclal Commission's work programme, the Secretary-Ceneral invited
Member States to transmit to him a report on their experience with netional
committees, with special attentior to theilr membership and organization, their
finencing and aedministration, the purposes for which they have been consulted,

the extent to which their co-operation hed been used, and ways in which they have
co-oriinated the views of the various ministries ani non-govermmentel organizations
concérned in the work of the Socilal Commission. Replies were received from the
Govermments of Australie, Burma, Cenads, Czechoslovakla, Denmark, France, Haiti,
Iniis, New Zealend, Norway, Pakistem, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom and
the United States, and are reproduced in document T/CN.5/243,

8. Voluntary working groups of outstanding experts have also been established in
several countries to consult with and advise the Secretariat, on an informal
basis, on technical questions of social welfare. The Social Commission

recommended, at its third session, thal this be carried out,; after considering the

[results



E/Ci.4/519
Prnge T

results of &n exporimentel abicupt by the Sscretsriat to set up such groups. The
prinéiple of theiyr eatablishment has not been disputed either by the Soclal
Commlssion or by the Econcmic and Soclal Couacll, although the methods of
orgenization and operaiicn have given rise to some Aifficulty, and the Commission
will conslder et its naxt session a general wmolicy regarding these groups. (See

¥
document E/CN.5/242),

TII, ESTABTISHMEND CF FATICRAL COMMISSIONS UNDER THE AUSPICES OF UNESCO
9. The sttentioca of the uommias¢on on Humea Rights is also drawm to Article VII
of the Const Ltion of THZESCO, mlicn rbviies Tor the establishment of national

comnisslons or nabilc Al co-operating bodles, as followas

"1, Each Menher State ghall make guch avv”ugements ag suit its pesrticular
coﬁiﬁtiorﬁ'for ﬁﬁe narpose of as ssoniats qg its principal hodies interested

in efusca! 10&31, sc;ontjgdu and cultuval maﬁters, with'the wvork of the
Organ“cuioa prefen 31 by Lhé'fo%rao¢on of ‘@ Hat lonal Corimission broadly
reﬁrene*vau*vc of the ;overﬁuent and such hodies.

D Yational Cumalosions or Fabtional Cdmoperau*ng Bodiles, where they exist,

Ehali act in en edvisowy’ cemacity to theiw reaoective ie]@gauio 8 to the
General Conference and to their govemuments in matters re at_ng to the
Omganization and shell Tuaction as ageacies of llaileon i all matters of
interest: to 1%,
"3, The Orgenization mey, on the veguest of a Member State, delegate, either
temporarily or pex aaaegtv“- a menbsr of its Seﬂretaxia* to serve on the
Fational Coitiiesion of ‘that State, in order to assist in the development
of ibs woxi,"

Such bodies have been se% up in U5 out of 55 States Members of UNESCO, nemely:

‘Argentina, Austwalia, Aushria, Bele giw n;az’ Ly Burma Ceyloa, China, Colombia,

‘Coete Hica, Cuba, Demmeri, Donfhican Fe UUD4LC) Teuador ngyu, France Greece,
‘Haitl, Honduwes, Pwgary, Tnila, Traq, Thaly, Tebemon, Luxembourg, Mexico,
Netherlends, New Yealand, Norwny, Takisten, Panama, Persia, Peru, Philippines,
Poleni, Salvaiof, Syria, Switzesiland, Thadla 2nd, Turwej, aion of South Africa,
United King&bm}‘ﬁhitei States, Umgeay, Venezuela.

o

rovisional commissionn or comibbees have been set up in Afghanistan, Israel

x.

end Swelen. It may aleo De nobold that, waong the proposals for the participation

!

of these nationai scomiosions fa the exscuifon oI JHESCO!s programme for 1951 are

/certain
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certain suggestions as to how they might be used to spread the concept of human
rights and knowledge of the Universal Declaration through the press, radiio, films
snd exhibitions.

| At itas General Cbnferehce, fifth sesmsion, 1950, UNESCO decided that the
- -emmual reports which Member States are required to submit in accordance with
_ A_rticie:VIII of the constitution should include, inter alia, a statement on the
measures taken to create, promote or assist a national commission or other .
co-operating bodies, and a statement on action taken by a national commission,
_ both to give effect to the resolutions adopted by the General Conference and, in
more general ways, to assist the development of education, science and culture in
: the furthewance of the aims of UNESCO.

IV, CERTAIN OBSERVATIONS REGARDING FUNCTIONS WHICH LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS
' ‘ COMMITTEES OR INFORMATION GROUFS MIGHT FERFORM

10. The Commission mey wish to recommend to the Economic and Social Councii that
it should indicate certain gulding principles regarding the functions of local
humen rights committees. It is reminded that three Governments stated in thelr
replies concerning resolution 2—9 of the Council that the functione of such
grbup’é required clarification before 'bhéy could decids on their establisiment,
Tb}e orgenization of these committees » Whether on a semi-official or voluntary
bz‘alsis s is of neceasity cleosely linked w_ith the purpose and functions which may dbe
aséigned to them. ‘
11. The Commission will recell that, In recommending that local human rights
cormittees or information groups might be set up, the Nuclesar Commission on Humen
Rights hed in mind certain functions vhich they might perform. It was thought
thet they could act as centres of information within Member States , supplying
relevent material which would serve as documentation in drawing up an international
bﬂl‘ of humen rights. Tn its report to the Council (E/38, page 161) the Nuclear
Co-mniseion expressed 1lts confidence that Member countries would meke contributions
for the informaetion of the Commission regularly and on their own inltiative,
eii;her themselves or by an orgsn entrusted with this task. It was also thought
thaﬁflocal committees might periodically tramsmit information to the Commission
on fhe observance of human rights in their countries, both in thelr legal systems
and their Jurlsdictional and administrative practice.

/12, Iocal
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12, Tocal human rights commlittees might act as .centres for thebsupply of-
information both to thelr own Governments and to the Commission on Humen Rights-
as recommended by the Nuclear Commission. -They might be able to provide useful
material vhich might serve as documentation in preparing future internmational .
instruments. covering all flelds of human rights. The Commission may also wish to
consider whether such local groups could be used to collect information for the .
use of their respsctive governments, on the observance of humen rights in their .
owm countries, and to submit recommendations: to their govermments on ways in
which exlsting lews and practices might be brought into conformity with the
standards laid dowm in the Universal.Declaration. ‘In this way the Committees
would study continuously, &t the national level, the observance of human rights in
practice and might be in a position to give useful assistance to Governments in
preparing législation.

13, It might be found useful if such committees or groups were to collaborate
with the corresporiénts appointed by Governments to supply information for the
Yearbook on Huwmen Rights or, as in the case of Turkey, to act as the correspondents
themgelves.,

14, Such groups might elso assist Govermments in answering questionnailres on humen
rights which United Nations bodies might decide to circulate to Governments for
reply. The question whether they could be used to assist in the preparation of
stdies on himen rights might also be considered. An example of such a "st'udy |
would be that requested in resolution 242 B (IX) of the Council, where information
on the actual conditions, as distinct from the legal position, of educational
opportunities for women, 'is contemplated. As far as studies affecting the status
of women are concerned, the Commission may wish to recommend to the Council that -
1t should comsult the Commission on the Status of Women. ' :
15. Local committees might also be able to furnish current material Ffor the

" bibliography on human rights which the Cbnnnission, at its sixth Session; requested
the Secretary-Gemeral to prepare. Information, especially regarding new works,
would be more readily available to such national bodies tham to the Secretary-
General, ' o

16, The Commiesion migkt also wish to consider how such groups could be used in
disseminating the text of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights under the
terme of resolution 217 (III) of the General Assembly. Goverhments migfrb be

[invited
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invited to conslder the value of committees whosé members were chosen from the
ranks of - outstandmg educational and professional leaders vell gualified to
advise ‘them on means to pL.blicize the text.of the Declarauion and to cause it
o be dissemroat«ed, displayed read .and. expounded prino pally in schools and
other edus&tional instltutlons ’ without distinction based on the polltlcal status
. of countries or termtories., L The Commission might also congider whethexr the
effectivéness of the vovk a;ready enthusiestically undertaken by non-governmental
organizations to bfing the Declaratlon “to ‘the attention ot its members might not
be increased if 1%’ were co-ordinated in each country by a national human rights
comittee composed of‘ outsta.nding individuals.  The activities of tle U'\L‘]SCO
national ¢cwmissions in snreading kaowledge of the Declaration 'qould also need .
.+t0 'be co-oxdinated with Lose of the local humen-rights committees‘ ‘
17. Such coumittees mlgh‘c p;.ay a useful part in bringing to tae }mowledge of the
public in each country 'bh° worlc of their Goverrments regarding human rj.ght_s ,both,
~at the United Nations and in the spscialized agencies. They might also be able
to give useful advice and assistance to the United Nations itself in spreading
. :knowledge of the work of the organization to promote respsct for human”rights. o
They would be in a position to know the varying attitvdes and re'quifémenfs of
. particular regions and ‘cbsﬁtn‘:'iés. They could also’ prepere articles, books , and
pamphlets designed to meet ’ohose rarticular needs, and contribute %o the widsr
dissemination of matew"ial prepared by the United Nations.
18. The Commission may a\.so wish *bo take into.account the part which such
committees could play in uhe mplemennation of the. interna*ional bill of human ,
rights, It has itself noted ‘at its tlnrd .and fifthnsessions, that the functions
of the committees were J.inked with the general question of implemen bation,
19. . The points which the Comisslon mey wish to consider in comnexion with local
hvman rights committees or infowmation groups may ve sumuarized as f‘o]lows.
(1) Whather soms further enquiry might be adiressed %0 governments rsgarding
the ‘establishment of such comzmttees or gronps , - particularly in the 1ight
of such recormendations as the Commssion may wish to propose;
(2) What functicns mig_lt be performed by these groups when established as »
for exampls:
(a) -acting as centres of information to furnisi meterial to governwents,
the Commission or the Ssc;im'tsxy— *131*31 velating to the inuernatxonal

bill of human fights, the Yearbock on Humen Rights, questionnaires

/o buman rights
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on humen rights and on the sﬁatus of women, the bibliography on
human rights;
(b) acting as centres of information to brivg to. the knowledge of the
general- publicths tex’t [eS ';the ‘Universal Declaration’ on Bumen Rights,
the activities of the | United Netions bo promote respect for humen
‘rights, “the ‘dctions of their governments in the United Nations and the
‘dpscialized agencies , and assisting the United Nations/in its
educational programxe, 1
'(c) observing the promotion of human rights in their respective
territories 1n the light of the standards laid down 1n the Declaraticn
with s ¥ie
legislation and practices.
(3) What part may be played by these groups in the implementati_on of
instrumente safeguarding humen rights. - | |

JANNEX
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Extract from the lotter of tho Govey ent -of Brazil-
© 7 of 20 February 1950
Translated fram Portuguese MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFATRS

RIO DE JANEIRO
'00I/9/602. (Ch)

The Minister for Foreign Affairs of Brazill has the honowr, with reference to
memorandum ECA/ 55/08(1) of 26 October 1949 regarding the implementation of
recammendations conceming economic and social affairs, to communicate to the
Secretary-(}eneral of the United Nations the replies of the Govermment of Brazil in
response Lo tha request in Annex IT of that memorendwum..

| COI/9/602.,(Ok)/1950/Annex.

Economic and Social Council - Resolution 9 (IT) of 21 June 1946, In note
DPo/sn/éoe (O4) of 26 December 1946 the Secretary-General of the United Nations

wag informed that the Govermment of Brazil took a favourable view of that decigion
of the Economic &snd Sociel Couwncil. For the purposes mentioned in paragraph '5 of
tkat resolution the Brézilian Government hes always requested and will request the
collaboration of national scientific and cultural institutions such as the Brazilian
International lLavw Soclety, the Brazilien Institute for Education, Science end
Culture and the goverrmental departments concerned.

Rio de Janeiro, 28 February 1950,

- -



