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Memorandum by the Secretary-General

"1, The Se¢retary-General draws the attention of the Commission on Human
'Righte ‘to the actien talken by various organs of the United Nations on the
guestion of old age righto:
2. Consideration of this matter was initiated by resolution 213 (III) of the
‘Géneral Assembly, which reads s Tollowss
"The General Assembly
"Décides to communicate the draft declaration.of old age rights
.submitted by the: Argentine delegation (A/C.3/213/Rev.l) to the Economic
and Social Council in order that the latter may make a study thereof
and report thereon to the General Assembly at one of 1ts future sessions.”
3. The Economic and Social Council, at its eighth session, adopted its
~resolution 198 (VIII) on 2 March 1949 by virtue of which the item "O1d age
righfs“ was included in the agenda of the fifth session of the Commission on
Human Rights. In view of the short time avallable, the Secretary-General was
unable to prepare the documentation for submission to the Commisslon at its.
firth cession, and suggested that the Commission should defer ite consideration
of the question to the sixth session (B/CN.4/163). The Commission accordingly
decided to postpone this item (E/1371, paragraph 3h). .
4. The Secretary-General prepared & report giving a "Summarized documentation
on measures for the benaf{? of aged persons and‘thé'effect of such measures
on their standard of living” (E/CN.5/200/add.1, E/CN.4/362/Add.1), which was
submitted to both the Commission on Human Rights and the Social Commiésion at
their sixth session, in accordance with resolution 198 (VIII) of the Council.

/5. . At its
E/CN.4/518




-y

5. At 1ts sixth session (3 April-5 May 1950) the Soclal Commission examined this
report and also the report of the Secretary-General to the Social Commission
(E/Ccn.5/200) &~ /

The “report of the Secretary-General showed that there was a lack of
comprehensive material on the subject. The Social Commission thought that it
would be desirable to initiate & programme of research, study and action to promote
the welfare of aged persons, and to defer consideration of a declaration of old age
rights until sufficient information was avallable. A-draft resolution (E/1678,
paragraph 69) to this effect was submitted by the Social Commission +16 the Council.
6. At its sixth session (27 March-19 May 1950), the Commission on Human Rights
had before 1t the above-mentioned report-of the Secretary-General (E/CN.5/200/Add.1,
E/cm.u/362/Ada.1) and a memorandum by. the Secretary-Gemeral (E/CN.4/362), but
decided to postpone considerafion of those documents until the seventh session
(E/1681, paragraph 80):

T. At its eleventh session, the Economic and Social Council considered the

recomendation of the Social Comiission on this question. The views of the members

\

of the Economlc and Social Council are contained in the summary recorde of the

meetings of the Social Cormittee (E/AC.T/SR.125 and 126) and ‘of the Council’

(£/5K.387) ¢

8. It may be noted that certain representatives on the Social Committee vere

opposed to drafting a speoial declaration on the rights of the aged (E/AC 7/SR 125,

pages 10, 13, E/AC (/SR 126, page 6) It was suggested thet there should be

consultation and full co-ordination with the Commission on Human Rights, to make

_ sure there was good reaeon for drafting such a declaration, or p0351bLy even to

consider whether 1t might not better be 1ncorporated, by way of e specific

reference, 1n the UhlVersal Declaration of Human Rights (E/AC Y/SR 125, page 13)

9. In support of the draft resolution recommended by the Social Commission, 1%

was said that its adoption seemed important 1n a world where age distribution wes

repidly changing, "the old age group becoming substentially larger (E/AC 7/SR 126

Pege 18)

~'10, " Thé ‘Social Commitise decided (E/1755) to recommend for adoption by the Council

Vthe draft resolution submitted by the Social Commiesicn.

11, At its 387th plenary meetiné, hald on 13 July 1950, ‘the Council adopted ‘the

. draft vesolution of the Social Commissidn, with & mino¥ drafting changéy as
Economic and Sooiai Council*resolﬁtien>309‘E'(XI)*

12. Pending,an‘expre831on of ‘opiniens by the*Cemmission on Human Rights,:

preliminary consultations have been:initiated by the Secretariat, through.the.

Division of Sociel Activities, with some:Qqf the specialized agencies, with a view

to plenning an 1ntevrated ‘programme of research, studies end action for the welfare

of aged persons, as envisaged in the Council's resolution.

1/ See documents E/CN.5/218, E/CN.5/L.35, E/CN.5/L.67 and E/CN.5/SR.133.



