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Note by the Secretary-General

1. The Commission on Human Rights will recall that, at its sixth session, the
Secretary-General bmught to 1ts attention resglution 154 D (VII) of ’che Economic
end Social Council and 1ts decision of 2 August 19149-/ and thet he also reforred
to the documents which the Council hed decided to transmit. to the Commission
(E/CN.4/352). The Commission, at that session, _decided to ..dbf‘er consideration
of the subject to its seventh session (E/1681, peragraph 80), . In this note the
Secretary-General presents an accoun£ .of the background of, this subject.
2. The report of the second session.of the Gommission on the Stetus of Women
(E/615) drev the attention of the Economic ana. Soci..ul Council, in paregraph 29, to
the statement of alms edopted at the first sgssmn of that Co_mmission,. together
with certain observations thereon. qpa_,‘statementuof_,aimé Qas as fo'll,.dws:

"Full equality in all civil rights, irrespective of nationality, race,

language or religion, including

(a) Marriage - Freedom of choice, dignity of the wife, monogemy, equal

right to dissolution of marriage ..." o
The observations contained in the reporb of the second session of the Commission
on the Status of Women were as follows:

s Monogany. The Connnission emphasizes tts bellef in the principlas of
monogauy and urges the United Nations to work for the a,cceptance of - this
principle,

"2, Freedom of choice, This right camnot be fully guaranteed unless it is

1/ Economic end Socisl Council, Officiel Records:. Fourth Yesr, Ninth Session,

Supplement No, 1, page 90. /recognioed
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_recognized that individuels have the right to leave their country on marriage
and to reside with the other paz“bner in any ‘country from vhish they cammot
lawfully be excluded. The Commission therefore notee with sstisfantion the
térms of article 10 (2) of the dreft declaration on human rights { ocument.
E/600) as mcognizing a right esgential for safeguawling froedom of cholce
in merriage."
3. At its seventh aeesion, the Economic and Social Council, efter considering
this paragreph of the repor‘b of the Crmmision on the Status of Women, ednnted
resolution 154 D (VII)
4, The observations of the Copmission on the Status of Women referred to in
resolution 154 D (VII) of the Council have been set out in paragraph 2 sbove,
The Chilean propossl vas.as follows. (E/AC.27A1.16):
"THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL
"Having considered the recommendations of the Commission on ths Sta.tue
of Women contained in Document E/AC.T/ .24, paregraph 10, 3 and,
"WHEFEAS
"l. ‘In accordence with.the terms of Sections 3 and 4 of Ar‘aicle 1 of
the Charter the .essential purposes of the United Naticme ere. 1*1ter
alia, to achieve internmational cooperation by promoting and encourag.ing' _
respoct for human rights and for fundamental freedom without aistinction
&8 to race , sex, langusge, or religion:and the United Nations shall,
for this purpose, be a eem;re. for harmorising the actione of nations
in the attainment of the comgon end;
"2, The signatories of the Charter have proclaimed their faith in the
dignity end worth of the humen person ard it is thereft¥e Incumbent on
them to eliminate from their legal end social institutiors enytiing

J./ Article 10 (2) of the draft Declaration as prerared by the Commission on Human
Rights at its second session reed: "Tndividuals ehall have the right to leave
their own country end, if they so desire, to acquire the mtwmalﬁ ty of any
country willing to grant it." (E/600) As finelly edopied ! by ihe Coneyel
Assenbly in article 13 (2) of the Universal Declaration of e "ig ss this
provision reads es follows: "Everyone has the right to leave =y country,
including his own, and to. retum to his country.” :

_2_/ See Resolution adopted by the Economic and Social Council during its seventh
session, document E/1065, page 30,

3_/ Peragraph 10 of E/AC.Q'TN.QH is & veprodustion of paragranh 29 of *ie Report of
the second session of the Commission on the Status of Womsn in ths form of a
draft resolution for the Council. feniol
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which conflicts with these principles;
"3, Monogany and equality of rights between men and women in the case
of di86viution Sf marriage should be considered as covered by the United
Nations declaration of faithy end,
", +Ths''safie considerations ghould apply as regarde fresdom 4o choose &
spouse’ I beind notell that full enjoyment.of this right requires that
the ‘Gonkracting partiss shall have the right to:leave their country of
origin and ‘reside with their spouses in any other;
YRESOLVES
P00 RECOMMEND that Members endeavour as soon -as. possible. to’ bring their
legislation into 1litie with the principles stated . in.the: foregoing preamble.
The propqsal of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republice:was as follouws
(B/nc 27 A:18) 4
"The Economic and Social Council
“"Condednis “the ‘recist Practice of forbidding mixed merriages betweed
persons having the eeils’ ¢itizenship, but differing as toicoleur, race,
nationality or'¥eligion.
5. At the ninth session of the Economic and Social Council..the ¥épresentative
of the Union-of Soviet Socialist Republics presented a draft resclution on the
Question of Natiocnality of Merried Women (E/1472 and E/14T2/Corr.l) im connexion
with the report of the third session of the Commigsion on the Status of Women
(B/1316) .. .0n, 2 Augdst 1949 the Coulficll, "considering that by.its. resolution 154 D
(VII) it had alreedy drawn ths dfteéntion of the Commission on Buman Rights t6. ‘the
question ralsed by the draft resolution on the nationality of marrisd tviomen -
submitted by ‘the revresentative of the Union of Soviet Socialiet:Revublica (B/1L472
and E/1472/Corr.1l) and. the. emendmentd proposed thereto. (E/14T4 apd E/INTT),
decided to take. no action-on the mdattér and to transmit to the Commission~én:
Human Rights the. records of‘the d18¢Ussion thereon at the .ninth session.'’ l‘/
6. The texts of .the draft resolution vresented bv the Union .of Soviet Socialist
Republice at. the ninth:seseion 'of the Council and the amendments:proposed thereto’
by Chile and Lebanon .are réproduced bélow, The discussion.concerming these
proposels will be.found:in the: simmery records of the 316th .andi317th plenary

1/ Economic. end Socisl €ouncsl, Official Hecords:, Fourth. Year, Ninth Session,
Supplement No. 1, page 90.
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meetings of the Council,
Draft resolution of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (E/1N72 and

E7IE Z[Corr.1)

"THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

"INSTRUCTS “the Comtiission on the Status.of Women to examine, at 1its
bxt ‘ses i6f; “the ‘Juestion of measures for abolishing the practice that now
prevails (e.g., in the United States of America and in the United, Kingdom)
oft forbidaing or regtricting merriages between persone of the seme.
mationality but of &ifferent race and colour, and for removing ithe:unequal
status.of ‘women 'in merriage (choice of domicile and profession,
opportunities for occubying certain posts, divorce conditionsy ete.);'

"INSTRUCTS the Secretary-Genmeral to submit a peport.om:this guestion to
+the :nExt session of the Cormission on the Status of Women.™
Amendment of Olille to paragraph 1

"Dele'be she words Tthat now prevails (e.g. in the United States. of’
Americé and in the United Kingdom)',"

"Add at the end of the paragraph the fo...lowing 'prohib;l’eien -of
marriege-with- men of “other nationalities tban their own, snd 1o leave:their
own gountries in ‘order to-Iive with their husbands. in, some other country*,"
Apendmont of Lebanon to w__

"Dolote- the: words '....that now Trevails (e.g. 1n the: United States of |
Amsrice and in»the ‘Unitéd Kingdom)..,', ‘and read 1, ... the: practics of
forbiaddng ..M

"Delate “the words '.... of the same nationality but .of different race

Cand colowriJ,.', and substitute '.... of differen’c.,;rme:.«:‘i‘eli‘gion or

mEticnal ity .. 1.
7. The Secrétiry-Général wishes to drew the attention of%he.Commissieh on
Humen, Rights: to' & Yeport on "Civil Liberties for Women". (E/CN.6/157) ; ‘which he
_ hes submitted tcithe £ifth session of the Commisgion. on.the Status of Womssn, &t
the latterls request,” In this report the Secretary.General has presented £o"the
Commission on thé Status’of Women, in a tabulated form,. the informetion’ supplied
by deermmnts and hon-governmental organizations since, 1947 4n Yéply" to* Section
E, Civil Liberties, of the Questionnaire on the Legal Status and: Treatment of
Women, The questionnaire contained, emong. othere s the following’ Question. Do -
men and vomsn hee'free Shoide 4o merry any spouse regardless of na't.imanty, Tacey:
religlon or political affiliationﬂ.’_’ The replies. to this question are: shown' in’
column nine ‘of “the “teble in document E/CN 6/157
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