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REVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION AND OF 
ITS INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 22, 
PARAGRAPH 2(a) AND (b), AND ARTICLE 26 OF THE CONVENTION 

 
Review, pursuant to article 22, paragraph 2(d) of the Convention, of the report of the 

Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention, including its 
recommendations to the Conference of the Parties and its programme of 

work, and the provision of guidance to it 
 

Draft decision submitted by the Chairperson of the Committee 
for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention 

 
Collaboration with the Global Environment Facility 

 
The Conference of the Parties, 

 
Taking note of the report by the secretariat contained in document ICCD/CRIC(4)/5, 
 
Recalling articles 6, 20 and 21 of the United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification (UNCCD), 
 
 Recalling further its decision 6/COP.6 on collaboration between the Global Environment 
Facility (GEF) and the UNCCD, by which it accepted the Facility as a financial mechanism of 
the Convention, 
 
 Recalling the GEF Council decision adopted at its June 2005 meeting, by which it 
requested the CEO/Chairman of the GEF to transmit a proposed Memorandum of Understanding 
to the Executive Secretary of the UNCCD for submission to the Conference of the Parties (COP) 
at its seventh session with a view to its consideration and adoption in order to support 
collaboration with, and implementation of, the Convention, 
 
 Having taken note of the proposed Memorandum of Understanding, which was duly 
transmitted to the Executive Secretary by the CEO/Chairman and which is annexed hereto, 
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1.  Expresses its appreciation to the GEF Council for its continued support for the 
implementation of the Convention and its focus on enhanced sustainable land management 
policies; 
 
2.  Decides to conclude with the Council the attached Memorandum of Understanding as 
proposed by the GEF Council at its meeting in June 2005; 
 
3.  Invites the GEF and UNCCD secretariats to make appropriate arrangements to implement 
the Memorandum; 
 
4.  Welcomes the GEF country pilot partnerships and the TerrAfrica initiative of the World 
Bank as potential tools for strengthening partnership building for the implementation of the 
Convention, and recommends coordination between and expansion of these processes in a 
manner consistent with policies and priorities identified in the respective action programmes;   
 
5.  Also welcomes the “Least-Developed Countries – Small Island Developing States 
Targeted Umbrella Project for Capacity Development and Mainstreaming of Sustainable Land 
Management” implemented by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and the 
medium-sized project of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) on Global 
Support to Facilitate the Early Development and Implementation of Land Degradation 
Programmes and Projects; 
 
6.  Invites the GEF to support activities undertaken in the framework of the International 
Year of Deserts and Desertification (2006); 
    
7.  Urges the GEF, as a matter of high priority, to make financial resources available for 
capacity-building activities in affected country Parties implementing the Convention and to 
facilitate coordination between the GEF and UNCCD focal points at country level to enable the 
GEF to better respond to the needs of the UNCCD process; 
 
8.  Invites GEF donors to substantially increase the level of resources to be allocated to the 
land degradation focal area during the GEF-4 cycle; 
 
9.  Welcomes the GEF Council decision taken at its May 2003 meeting, by which it 
recognized that in the framework of capacity-building projects to be funded under Operational 
Programme 15 (OP.15), the elaboration of national, subregional and regional action programmes 
and national reports are considered as components, and invites the GEF secretariat and the 
Implementing and Executing Agencies to implement that decision by assisting developing 
country Parties in elaborating such programming and monitoring instruments; 
 
10.  Also welcomes the GEF Council decision taken at its May 2003 meeting by which it was 
agreed that in the implementation of OP.15, the process of determining incremental costs should 
be made more transparent and more pragmatic, and invites the GEF secretariat and the 
Implementing and Executing Agencies to ensure its appropriate application; 
 
11.  Invites the Executive Secretary of the UNCCD and the Chairman/CEO of the GEF to 
report to the Conference of the Parties at its eighth session on the implementation of the present 
decision. 
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Annex 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROPOSED 
 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 

between 
 

THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION IN 
THOSE COUNTIES EXPERIENCING SERIOUS DROUGHT AND/OR 

DESERTIFICATION, PARTICULARLY IN AFRICA 
 

and 
 

THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT FACILITY 
 

on 
 

ENHANCED COLLABORATION 
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The Executive Secretary of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification and the 
CEO/Chairman of the Global Environment Facility, 
 

Recalling Article 21 of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in 
Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or desertification, particularly in 
Africa (hereinafter the UNCCD) which provides that “the Conference of the Parties shall 
promote the availability of financial mechanisms and shall encourage such mechanisms 
to seek to maximize the availability of funding for affected developing country Parties, 
particularly those in Africa, to implement the Convention”; 

 
Recalling Article 20(b) of the UNCCD which provides that developed country Parties, 
while giving priority to affected African country Parties without neglecting affected 
developing country Parties in other regions, undertake to promote the mobilization of 
adequate, timely and predictable financial resources, including new and additional 
funding from the Global Environment Facility of the agreed incremental costs of those 
activities concerning desertification that relate to its four focal areas, in conformity with 
the relevant provisions of the Instrument establishing the GEF; 

 
Recalling the Beijing Declaration of the Second GEF Assembly that confirms that the 
GEF will be available as a financial mechanism of the UNCCD pursuant to paragraph 21 
of the Convention, if the Conference of the Parties should so decide; 

 
Also recalling the decision of the Second GEF Assembly to amend the Instrument for the 
Establishment of the Restructured GEF to include land degradation, primarily 
desertification and deforestation, as one of the six focal areas of the GEF and to include 
as a function of the GEF Secretariat, coordination, on behalf of the Council, with the 
Secretariat of the UNCCD; 

 
Recalling further decision 6/COP.6 of the Conference of the Parties to the UNCCD at its 
sixth session that accepts the GEF as a financial mechanism of the UNCCD pursuant to 
article 20, paragraph 2(b) and article 21 of the Convention and in accordance with the 
GEF Instrument as amended; 

 
Recognizing the role of the Global Mechanism of the Convention to promote actions 
leading to the mobilization and channeling of substantial financial resources, including 
for the transfer of technology, on a grant basis, and/or on concessional or other terms, to 
affected developing country Parties, and that the Global Mechanism functions under the 
authority and guidance of the Conference of the Parties and is accountable to it; 

 
Having consulted with the Managing Director of the Global Mechanism; 

 
Have agreed as follows: 
 
Definitions 
 
For the purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding: 
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(a)  “Assembly” means the Assembly of the GEF as defined in the paragraph 13 of 
the Instrument for the Establishment of the Restructured Global Environment 
Facility;  

 
(b)  “Conference of the Parties” means the Conference of the Parties to the United 

Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing 
Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa defined in article 22 
of the Convention; 

 
(c)  “Convention” means the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in 

Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, 
Particularly in Africa; 

 
(d)  “Council” means the Council of the GEF as defined in paragraphs 15 to 20 of the 

Instrument for the Establishment of the Restructured Global Environment 
Facility; 

 
(e)  “Focal areas of the GEF” means the focal areas provided in paragraph 2 of the 

Instrument for the Establishment of the Restructured Global Environment 
Facility; 

 
(f)  “GEF” means the Global Environment Facility established pursuant to the 

Instrument for the Establishment of the Restructured Global Environment 
Facility; 

 
(g)  “GEF Instrument” means the Instrument for the Establishment of the Restructured 

Global Environment Facility as amended; 
 

(h)  “Global Mechanism” means the Global Mechanism established in accordance 
with Article 21, paragraph 4 of the Convention; 

 
(i)  “Implementing and Executive Agencies” means the Implementing Agencies as 

defined in paragraph 22 of the GEF Instrument and Executing Agencies 
benefiting from expanded opportunities pursuant to the decisions of the Council; 

 
(j)  “Party” means Party to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 

in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, 
Particularly in Africa; and 

 
(k)  “UNCCD” means the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in 

Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, 
Particularly in Africa. 

 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of the present Memorandum of Understanding is to enhance collaboration between 
the GEF and the UNCCD. 
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Coherence between the UNCCD and the GEF 
 
The coherence between the objective of the GEF Operational Program on Sustainable Land 
Management1 and the objective of the UNCCD2 is recognized as a basis for mutually beneficial 
collaboration. This coherence of objectives will serve as a basic principle in developing policies, 
strategies, programs and projects for sustainable land management. 
 
The UNCCD Secretariat and the GEF Secretariat will collaborate on substantive matters that the 
Conference of the Parties and the Council agree should be pursued to strengthen this coherence 
and collaboration between the UNCCD and the GEF. 
 
Strategies, Programs and Projects concerning Desertification 
 
In formulating strategies, programs and projects for financing the agreed incremental costs of 
activities concerning desertification under its focal area of land degradation or through activities 
that combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought in other focal areas, the GEF,  
through its Secretariat and Implementing and Executing Agencies, will duly take into account 
the provisions of the UNCCD and the relevant decisions of its Conference of the Parties relating 
to policies, strategies and program priorities. 
 
Reporting 
 
The GEF will prepare a report for information to be submitted to each regular session of the 
Conference of the Parties through the UNCCD Secretariat on its strategies, programs and 
projects for financing the agreed incremental costs of activities concerning desertification. This 
report will include: 
 

(a)  information on discussions within the GEF Council on GEF strategies, programs 
and projects for financing the agreed incremental costs of activities concerning 
desertification; 

 
(b)  a synthesis of projects approved by the Council during the reporting period 

concerning desertification with an indication of the GEF and other resources 
allocated to such projects; 

 
(c)  a listing of projects approved by the Council concerning desertification, with an 

indication of the cumulative financial resources allocated in the GEF to such 
projects; 

                         
1    The objective of the Operational Program on Sustainable Land Management is “to mitigate the causes and 
negative impacts of land degradation on the structure and functional integrity of ecosystems through sustainable 
land management practices as a contribution to improving people’s livelihoods and economic well-being,” 
2   The UNCCD provides in article 2, “Objective”, that “the objective of this Convention is to combat desertification 
and mitigate the effects of drought in countries experiencing serious drought and/or desertification, particularly in 
Africa, through effective action at all levels, supported by international cooperation and partnership arrangements, in 
the framework of an integrated approach which is consistent with Agenda 21, with a view to contributing to the 
achievement of sustainable development in affected areas, “and that “achieving this objective will involve long-term 
integrated strategies that focus simultaneously, in affected areas, on improved productivity of land, and the 
rehabilitation, conservation and sustainable management of land and water resources, leading to improved living 
conditions in particular at the community level.” 
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(d)  information on GEF’s experience in integrating activities to address land 
degradation in other focal areas and synergies among the focal areas; 

 
(e)  information on GEF replenishment agreements and the funding programmed for 

land degradation; 
 

(f)  information on GEF monitoring and evaluation activities related to projects 
concerning desertification. 

 
The UNCCD will prepare a report for information to be submitted to the GEF Council through 
the GEF Secretariat after each regular session of the Conference of the Parties, on the decisions 
taken by the Parties of relevance to the GEF. The report shall contain information on discussions 
within the Conference of the Parties on GEF activities for financing the agreed incremental costs 
of activities concerning desertification. 
 
Cooperation between Secretariats 
 
The UNCCD Secretariat and the GEF Secretariat will communicate and cooperate with each 
other and consult on a regular basis to promote incremental cost funding from the GEF to assist 
affected developing country parties to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought 
pursuant to Article 20(b) and Article 21 of the Convention. 
 
The Secretariat of the UNCCD and the Secretariat of the GEF will consult on proposed 
strategies, programs and projects concerning desertification. In particular, the Secretariats of the 
Convention and of the GEF will reciprocally consult with each other on draft texts of documents 
relevant to the Convention and the GEF prior to issuing the texts of such documents for 
consideration by the Conference of the Parties or the Council. 
 
In accordance with the GEF project cycle, the UNCCD Secretariat will be invited to comment on 
project proposals related to desertification under consideration for inclusion in a proposed work 
program, especially with regard to advising how such project proposals are consistent with the 
Convention and the decisions of the Conference of the Parties relating to policies, strategies and 
program priorities to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought. 
 
Official documentation of the GEF, including information on project activities, will be made 
available on its web site. Official documentation of the Convention will be made available on its 
website. 
 
Reciprocal Representation 
 
On a reciprocal basis, the GEF Secretariat will be invited to attend meetings of the Conference of 
the Parties and the UNCCD Secretariat will be invited to attend meetings of the Council and 
Assembly. 
 
Cooperation with the Global Mechanism 
 
The GEF Secretariat will be invited to participate as an observer in the Facilitation Committee 
meetings of the Global Mechanism. 
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The GEF Secretariat will inform the Facilitation Committee of project proposals concerning 
desertification that have entered the GEF pipeline with a view to assisting the Global Mechanism 
to identify opportunities to mobilize and channel co-financing resources for such proposed 
projects. 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
The GEF will provide the Conference of the Parties with the reports of the GEF Office of 
Monitoring and Evaluation relevant to GEF activities in the area of land degradation.  
 
Interpretation 
 
If differences arise in the interpretation of the present Memorandum of Understanding, the 
Executive Secretary of the UNCCD and the CEO of the GEF will jointly inform the Conference 
of the Parties and the Council and will invite them to advise on a mutually acceptable solution.  
 
Entry into effect 
 
The present Memorandum of Understanding will come into effect after consideration and 
approval of this text by the Conference of the Parties and the Council. 
 
Amendments 
 
Amendments to this Memorandum of Understanding may be approved by the Conference of the 
Parties and the Council. Proposed amendments will be submitted jointly, for consideration and 
approval by the Conference of the Parties and the Council, by the Executive Secretary of the 
UNCCD and the CEO of the GEF after consultation and agreement between them. 
 
Withdrawal 
 
Either the UNCCD Secretariat or the GEF Secretariat may terminate this Memorandum of 
Understanding at any time upon written notification to the other, after approval by the 
Conference of the Parties or the Council, as appropriate. The withdrawal will take effect six 
months after notification and will not affect the validity or duration of activities initiated before 
such termination. 
 

- - - - - 
 


