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TheVCHAIRMAN: This morning 5the Committee is observing Disarmament
Veek and it is a particular pleasure.for'Me,'on'this occasion, to welcome to
the Comnittee the President of the Genéral Asseﬁbly and the Secretary-General.
e appreciate the fact that‘they have foﬁnd’time to be with us today. This
testifies again‘to,theirudeoicatioh to the important work which is being done
within the frameworh of\the United Nations towards disarmament and arms control.

I have pleasure'in calling upon thé President of the General Assembly.

The PRESIDENT of the: CFNFRAL AS STMBLY  (interpretation

from Spanish): Once again, on the annlversary of the foundation of the United
Nations, we mark the beginning of Disarmanment Week, the week in which we attempt
to focus attention, both here and in many other parts of the world, on the efforts
needed to make progress towards dlsarmament.

Once again the world is seeing exacerbation of conflicts and worsening of
international tension, lives cast away, property destroyed, families and societies
caught in the deadly exchange of gunfire and hatred. On many occasions we have
manifested our sorrow at the sufferings of the Lebanese nation and other peoples
in different lands. Today we must express our profound feelings of sadness
at the losses yesterday in Beirut. And over all the events of the past
12 months have loomed ever darker the threatening storm-clouds of an escalation
of the nuclear threat, while charge and counter-charge, proposal and counter-
proposal,‘have been made in volley after volley, seemingly perceived
by the other side as intended . for visual effect rather than for practical purposes.

Each side in the separate. bilateral negotiations concerning strategic arms
and intermediate-range nuclear forces, on which so much public attention
is at present focused, has marshalled its arguments and sought to demonstrate
its resolve. Nevertheless, no progress has been achieved and we have before us
the prospect of yet another vicious twist in the spiral of the arms race.

The world as a whole is spending enormous amounts of money, while at the same time
a quarter of the world's population does not know where the next day's meal

7ill come from.
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Ve are observing Disarmament Week this year at a time when the inﬁerna.tional
situation is becoming increasingly threatening. - TensionsA and conflicts hé,ve
intensified in several parts of the_wo'_rld._ﬁfhe arms race is poised, .
consequently, on the brink of a leap into a new phase of dea,diiér‘weapons
of greater speed and accuracy. World mil;’,fg?._ry expenditures are reachin{;
astronomical proportions, and the basic needs of millions of people, -
especially in. the third world, continue to.be denied them. The search for absolute
security by thé great Powers serves only to, increase their sense of insecurity,
and the nuclear arms arsenals pose a general threat to the vei‘y survival of

uankind,



BG/3 ~ A/c.1/38/PV.11
)

(The President of
the General Assembly)

This is truly a revolutionary situation that concerns all peoples and
nations equally. We cannot go on in this way without gravely tempting fate.

Tt was Einstein who warned that the advent of nuclear weapons had changed
everything - except our ways of thinking and reacting to one another.
Arnold Toynbeégrthe-British historian,who analysed the rise and fall of
civilizations, revealed that militarism and the arms race have been in fhe
past the most common causes of the decline of 14 civilizations. Of course
I do not refer to armed forces for national defence which are essential for
self-preservation.

We must stop reacting to other societies in a military manner. Ve must
cure the military mind before it is too.léte. It is significant that
hundreds of thousands, millions, of people are staging anti-nuclear demonstrations,
The irreversible consequences of nuclear war will affect all human beings
everywhere. World public opinion has féalized this and people - men, women
and children - in many countries have begun to express their feelings in
a variety of ways. It is they who will be the victims in a nuclear war and
they are having their say about the risks to peace that they are not prepared
to accept. -

It is the fatal perversity of some men that makes them seek to guarantee peace
by threatening the future of mankind, but what sort of peace is it that is based
on terror? Terror by its very nature cannot be balanced and is likely to lead
to error and war. Are we so bankrupt inﬁeilectually that we have nothing
better to rely on for peace than the so-called balance of terror? Relations between
human societies can never be peaceful if they are based on terror.

The military approach to political and security problems has never led
~ to their solution. A decade ago President Kennedy was right in his belief
that "the basic problems facing the world today are not susceptible of a
military solution". The indifference of the military mind to life itself is
a symptom of a terrible form of inhumanity, and the nuclear weapon symbolizes
this inhumanity in the most extreme manner possible.' There is much weight in the
affirmation of those who believe that militarism is the characteristic not of an

army but of a society. We cannot afford to think of the use of force in this

age of nuclear weapons.
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Plato and Socrates believed that man was capable of rationél choice and that
a bad choice was the result of faulty thinking. The future of mankind depends
as never before on rational thinking and right choice. We rmust return to the wise
ways of thought of our ancestors who brought mankind to the present great
heights of our civilization. :

Here in the United Nations our Charter sets out as the fifst of our purposes
the maintenance of international peace and security, and yet the world seems to
have precious little of either: It is widely recognized thet disarmament and
international security must go hand in hand. No nation can be éxpected to risk
its fundamental security in a climote of international mistrust and suspicion ‘
engendered by an arms race, particularly one of the dimensions that we‘are
witnessing at the moﬁént.

With all the moral responsibility and authority at my command
as President of the CGeneral Assembly, I call on all Member States, partlcularly
the leaders of the major Powers, to exercise the utmost care and caution in the
coming weeks and months. What is needed is a bold, imaginative step to reduce
tensions, to improve international relations, to promote development as well
as international economic co—operatioﬁ, and to turn away from the precipice
that confronts us.

In launching the World Disarmament Campaign +the General Assembly sought
to inform, to educate and to generate public understanding of and support for the
objectives of the United Nations in the field of arms limitation and disarmament.
That Campaign, still in its early stages, is already attracting public
attention to the nature of the international machinery, whether bilateral or
multilateral, which persistently fails to find ways of achieving progress
towards a better and safer future. A decisive element in restoring public
confidence in an effective United Nations would be a demonstration in this
Cormittee's deliberations here and in the multilateral negotiations in the
Conference on Disarmament in 1984 that common interests can be identified,
that compromises can be made and agreement can be reached that will set the

international community on the road towards disarmament.
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our foremost task is to remove the threat of nuclear war and ensure the
survival of manklnd At the same t1me negotlatlons on measures of disarmament
should be pursued w1th greater 1mag1natlon and reallsm and with emphas1s
on those eternal qualities that un1te people rather than on those ephemeral
things that d1v1de us. - Through the process of dlalogue and dlscu551on human
soc1et1e5can.remove the1r mlsconcept:ons of one another and create the right
climate for reachlng agreement and accommodatlon.‘ The United Natlons was
1ntended to be a forum for mutual understandlng and for harmonlzlng the
actlons of natlon States 1n the attalnment of common ends. Let us use the

'Unlted Natlons for the purpose for: whlch it was created '

Let us rededlcate ours elves to the purposes and pr1nc1ples of the Unlted
Nations Charter and let us work together by word and deed to save succeedlng .
generatlons from the danger of a world war -8 nuclear war. The nuclear ‘
weapon 1s our common enemy , but more than that we are our own worst enemy.

" There are 11m1ts to everythlng - 11m1ts to enmity, 11m1ts to the arms race9
limits to deterrence and 11m1ts to freedom of actlon.h But there sre no limits
to the further evolutlon of the human specles towards that higher goal of

peace, Justlce and freedomn.
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The CHATRMAN: T now call upon the Secretary-General.

The SECRETARV—GENERAL (1nterpretat10n from Spanlsh) v‘it gives me

great pleasure to address the Commlttee during 1ts flrst meetlng in Dlsarmament.

Veek., T flrmly belleve that there 1s ‘a need to take advantage of thls

mmortant debate so that the Governments and the peoples of Member countrles
should concentrate, as much as pos31ble, on the urgent need to make a start on
the reductlon of the 1ncrea31ngly vast and sophlstlcated arsenals of armaments.
This is not the first time that we have met for this purpose. Notwithstanding
the evident fact that at the present time there is much greater awareness of
the grave dangers inherent in the arms race, particularly_the,nuclear one, it
has to be acknowledged that the Governments of the world have not yet found the'
“hecessary formulas to achieve either a limitation of armaments.or'disarmament.
We are not blind to’the fact that, as is borne out by new evidence every day, -
the world is at a dramatic crossroads, because whatever path is chosen can have
a direct iﬁpact on the destiny of the world and on the well-being of all its
inhabitants. This is particularly so in the field of disarmament.

However, nothing jusfifies despair or resignation. ‘We have valuable
opportunities within our reach. On the one hand, the two major nuclear quers |
are holding bilateral talks on strateglc missiles and on 1ntermed1ate—ranée -
missiles., Tt is true that these negotiations are taking place under the
oppressive shadow of great tension and of profound bilateral disagreements.

Yone the less, from the point of view of the security and prosperity of those

same Powers, as well as of the other countries and peoples of the*world,_phere

is no deubt that the importance of &n equitable and reliable agreement designed 7

to reduce nuclear arsenals and limit their technological up-grading and their
deployment transcends the importance of any bilateral disagreements. We well know
that the problems involved are highly complex, but we must also admit that if the
negotiations were to fail, the inevitable result would be a further intensification:
of competition in the nuclear-arms sphere and a new source of danger and fear for
mankind, The negotiating Powers must duly weigh their colossal responsibility not
Just to their own peoples but indeed to the entire international community.

Civen the particularly urgent nature of the situation with regard to -
intermediate-range weapons, it  is my hope that the Soviet Union and themUnited
States will give serious thought to the adoption of provisional measures which,

should it prove necessary, would give more time for negotiations to achieve
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positive results. In the sphere of strategic armaments, I believe that both
parties must consider‘thé possibility of setting up less dangerous and more
stable systems, pending the attainment of the ultimate objective of the
elimination of all nuclear weapbns, but right now the most important thing is
that the negofiations must go on. If they were abandoned the parties would have
missed an opportunity which may well not present itself again and they would find
themselves moving aloﬁg a road fraught with dangers, while the othef path, which
offers more hope, would be unexplored. On the other hand, the broader forum of
the Committee on Disarmament also provides opportunities for progress in the
limitation of the threat posed by armaments and the enormous economic burden they
represent. The comprehensi#e and useful studies which have been carried out with
a view to the elaboration of a.treaty on the prohibition of the use of chemical
weapons, the complete prohibition of nuclear testing and other disarmament questions
are the basis for fubure progress and must be put to good use. The draft treaty on
the prohibition of radiological weapons is at an advanced stage and I take the
liberty of urging a renewal of efforts to bring about its prompt conclusion. Let
us bear in mind that it is easier to reach an agreement on banning the deployment
6f a system of armaments or on the manufacture of a new series of weapons before and
not after those systems and weapons have become an irreversible reality.
Consequently, we. must urge that the negotiations within the framework of the
United Nations should continue with greater determination in order to establish a
peaceful régime for outer space before military systems which could impede future
negotiations are actually deployed there. ~

These are just some of the subjects to be considered in the Committee which
is now dedicating all its efforts to disarmament issues in the light of their
paramount importance for world security. It is fitting and auspicious that
Disarmament Week should be starting on 24 October, the thirty-eighth anniversary
of the United Nations. Apart from its concern with the arms build-up, as expressed
in Article 26, the United Nations Charter, rather than defining the prerequisites
for the maintenance of peace, attaches paramount importance to the need to avoid
the use of force in the settlement of disputes and, on the other hand, establishes
the principle of collective responsibility, entrusting its application
to the Security Council, in order to guarantee the security of all the

Member States. These provisions provide the firmest basis for the actual
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reduction of armaments and can resolve the most tragic contradiction of our
age, which is the fact that increasing' expenditures on security fail to achieve
security, but instead constitute - as the Charter implieé -a divérsion of
human and economic resources to armaments which in turn gives rise to acute
insecurity, especially in the developing world.

I thus appeal to the Governments represented in this Committee, as they
proceed with their important work, to bear in mind the considerable progress
vhich can be made in disarmament through a patient and constructive dialogue,
in strict compliance with the principles and purposes of the Charter. This is
the best way of achieving the rational utilization of the world's resources in
order to meet the needs of so many millions of human beings and it is also the

best road to a just and lasting peace.

The CHAIRMAN: I now call on the representative of Senegal, Mr. Sarré,

who will speak in his capacity as Chairman of the Group of African States.

Mr. SARRE (Senegal) (interpretation from French): This year we are
celebrating Disarmament Week in what is unfortunately a somewhat pessimistic
atmosphere. This is a period fraught with conflicts, when tensions have been
constantly exacerbated and seem to be the harbinger of war rather than peace.
This disturbing situation should confer special importance on this cccasion.
The improvement of international relations in an atmosphere more conducive to
the promotion of disarmament is a particularly urgent matter for Africans,
because not only do we live, like peoples in other parts of the world, under
the constant threat of a nuclear holocaust, but in addition, we are powerless
as we witness the squandering of enormous resources, which could have eradicated
several times over the scourges that we and other peoples of the third world

suffer from, namely, disease, hunger and ignorance.
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Thus our biuterness can be understooa as we see that 1n01fference

to our appeals has turned. into deafness when any. unSLlOn arises that relates
irectly to Lhe freedom and dignity of the peoples of the third world, and yet

vhen we energcd four decaaes ago- fiem the nightmare of war, We hopea bhdt mankind
would be able in future to prevent the outbrea of a new war by bul]dlﬂ' a nev
system of 1nternational rolations based on oonfidencc, co- operation ané solldarity.
Today Justice and peace have become a reality onlv for a small pumoer ox countrics
in the world. . For the overwhelming majority the historic 1njustice_that condemns
them to living on(theiberiphefy ie becoming‘inereasingly intolerable, espccially
since the great scientific and technological~%dVﬁnces that have'boen wade 1n our
time would have made p0551b1e con51qeraole 1mprovemquo in the lOu of manhind at
a cogt far less than that of armaments,

At times the world seems to have forgotten the sensc of what it is striv1nf'
for, It is strange indeed to try to conquer outer space and to 1nseall devices
of death there, and at’ the same tine standing idly by while witnessing the deadly
scourges of our time ravaging the world, In addition to these LVllD of our
century. connwon. o all of us, wvhich we ore trying over chc short tera to Glluln&td,
we Africons have another danger to focc,that of he v1ng to live side by side with
o régine which cveryone hastens to condernn, but vhlch hag nevertn eless,suceeeded
in obtaining help to discover the scercet of how tU‘prouuce atonic Weepons.
This threat is partieularly real since there is no evidence that Souih AfrlCWD
vhich docs not hesitate nowauays to invade und occun* o good part of 1ts "7»
neiuhbour 'S territor , oula hCSltu foria uement to usc atoxic weapons in
tines of crisis or. in vur. Ue believe thot at this time the nucleer Powers have
a decisive role to play in elinin ating that thrcai They ghoulu enter 1nto ' ’
spceeific binding,cowNitments, guarantec observancL of the non: nucle r Sb“tuS of
Africo and refrﬂin~ffen transferring amynuclear'teeTnoloqy to racist Soutl Africu,
whosce policies they so vehenently condeim,. i - ‘

That would not be too high a price to paj to prescrve the achicvenents of
the non~proliferatioh régine espccially wvhen we COnsider the cdnsequences fb?
internntionél peace and security of possession by the lcaders 1n Pretorin Of‘
atondice Weébons, since everyone knows that their racial policics is likely soonur

or-later to lead to an unpreccedented explosion,
A
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~ On this question of dlsqrmament, so vital to the future of the world, the
~suall countries have no alternatlve but to preach reaSOn to the najor Powers
of the world whlch have in their hsnds the key to our common - destiny. Yets
are not sure that our anpeals will De heard, st111 less heeded. All we can do‘
is to hono that by avpeallnﬁ ulrectly to natlonal and world Dubllc ovninion, as
proposed in this Disarmament Uéeh) we can create ﬁllltant 1'*0111:1ca]. forces
capable of bringing theknecessary pressure to bear on the various Governments
to indvcé then to realize finally that there is no alternative to disarmament
and peace if ve do not want to see the smoulderlng enbers of war throughout the

world explode 1nto a world - w1de CanldFrﬁtIOH.‘

The CHAIRINAY: I now call lr. El- Fattal the Pbrnanent chresentatlve'

e e . B e

of the Syrlan Arab Renuollc and Chalrman of the Group of Asian States.

}@: EinATTAL (Syrian Aréb‘Republic) (interpretation‘ffom'Arabic):
f& Chairman, I wish to offer vou my delezation' ] cord1a1 conpratulatlons on the
occa51on of your electlon, and at the same time to thank you for giving me this
ounortunltv to address the First Committee at thls special meetlnb, on behalf of
“the Group of Asian States9 over which it is ny honour to pre516e ) ‘

rFhe 0CCdSlon fhat we are celebratlng today 1s the beginning of Disarmament
Yeek , vhlch 1t is the custom of the United Nations to celebrate annually, since
the first special session of the General Assenbly devoted to dlsarmament in 1078,
whlch in its Final Document, instituted Dlsarmament Veek to promote the aims
of dlsarmament.

Mthough we are qelebrdting'Disarmamenf Week for thé fifth coﬁsecutive year,
we see with rcgret-aﬁd.bittefneés-that thus faf the nations hgve made no progress
tovards disarmamént. Moreover, the international community feels that no progress
has been achieved in the spheres covered by the first special session on
disarmament and that no worth-vhile measure has been taken to: bring about
disarmement, although the second special session on disarmanent, in 1982, vhich
vwas itself a failure, stressed the imnortance of disarmament. The international
sifuation ‘has been stea&ily worsening. There is a climate of distrust prevailing

vhieh affects- relatlons amons the major Powers. The signs of a cold war are
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beginning to loom over internstional relations and as a result the arns race
seens to be a priority for certain Powers, in particular the nuclear Powvers.

The conventional arms race has accelerated recently as a result of the
fears of certain countries, especially small and developing countriesg>that the
nolicy of agrgression, intervention and occupation is becoming cormon practice.
The fears énd miszivings of the countries of the world are due to the tuild-up
in the arms race and its consSequences: in other words., the danger of a nuclear
war that would wipe out the whol¢ of mankind. Ve ali realize that a>nuclear war
would not Be limited, that there would be neither victor nor vanquished9 and that
a nuclear war could not be confined to a specific region. Thus a nuclear war
trould mean the end of the world. 4 ,

If Disarmament Yeek, vhich ve are nov celebrating for the fifth‘time, has
secured any positive results, it is the feeling of indignation of the peoples of
the world, who are standing out against the arms race and the installation of
nuclear weapons. Disarmament Week has heen successful in that respect. and has
nade public opinion in different parts of the world more sensitive to these issues.

In speaking about Disarmament Week and evaluating its results I would like
first to take up two important issues closely related to disarmanent and which
constitute a matter of global concern: the relationship of disarmament to

development, on the one hand, and international security, on the other.
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The great enemy of development in the third world countries is their
increasing desire to acquire weapons, since in order to defend/their frontiers,
their independence and their resources against the Zionist, fascist, racist
régimes in various parts of the world, or against aggressive imperialist
Torces, the developing countries are forced to buy weapons and to squander
their financial resources on those purchases instead of devoting them to economic
and social development. A quick glance at the situation in Africa, Asia,

Latin America and the Middle East clearly shows how gloomy the picture is in

those regions., Millions of people are afflicted with sickness, illiteracy,

hunger and malnutrition in those countries. The $800 billion spent annually on the
purchase of weapons would have been enough, if used rationally, to change

the situation of those countries. There is no denying that disarmament is

not a matter that concerns only the nuclear Powers, and in particular, the
super-Powers. It affects all the countries of the world, most of which are
represented in this hall.

I wish to point out the essential link between disarmament and international
security. International security will continue to be under threat as long as
& policy of the might, hegemony, domination, aggression, annexation, and the
occupation of foreign territory remains the official ideology of certain régimes
in various parts of the world and is carried out by force of arms. We have no
guarantee that we can avoid a conflict by pinning our faith to the possibility
of using nuclear weapons within a limited area and to a limited extent. Peace-
loving countries have categorically rejected this doctrine. The Asian countries
are non-nuclear-weapon States, and any Asian country which is trying to make use
of nuclear energy is doing so for peaceful purposes. We support the idea
of establishing nuclear-weapon-free zones, and most of us have already signed
the Non-Proliferation Treaty. ‘

What we find particularly disturbing on the other hand, are the attempts of
the Zionist régime in occupied Palestine to develop weapons of mass destruction
in co-operation with the racist régime of South Africa. International intelligence-
gathering has shown that the enemy has already acquired a nuclear-weapon capacity,
and it should be noted that it has refused to accede to the Non-Proliferation

Treaty.
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At the beglnnlng of this Dlsarmament Week let us reaffirm that we shall _
spare no effort 1n thls cause and restate our full support for our Organlzatlon,
in vhich we have placed all our trust, 50 that we can carry out this dlfflcult

task and seek solutlons to the problems the World must face today.

The&éHAIRMANi T now call upon Mr. Gurinorich of the Bvelorussian‘Soviet
Socialist Republlc9 who is speaklng on behalf of the Group of Eastern European

States."

Mr, GURINOVICH (Byeloru531an ‘Soviet’ 8001allst Republic) (1nterpretatlon A

‘from Rus51an) I have the great honour. of speaklng as Chairman of the Group

of Fastern European States at this speclal meeting at the beglnnlng of Disarmament
| Veek. ThlS present Disarmament Week happens to coincide w1th the fortleth
anniversary of the Moscow Conference, attended by the Forelgn Ministers of the -
Sov1et Unlon, the United States and the Unlted Klngdom. That‘Conference adopted,
among other 1mportant documents, a fourmPover declaration on questions of general
securlty, 1n those harsh years of the Second World Uar the Soviet Union, the
United States, the United Klngdom and China stated, in paragraph 4 of thelr
declaration - that they recogniZed'theineed to'estabiish as early as possible, a
universal 1nternat10nal organlzatlon for the malntenance of 1nternat10nal peace and
securlty) based on the pr1nc1ple of- the soverelgn equality of all peace—lov1ng )
States, and whose membersh1p would be open to all such States, large and small.

" Two years-later the United Natlons Charter was drafted, 51gned and entered
1nto Torce, the Charter of an organlzatlon which now has 158 Members.’

In the dec;aratlon tOthlch I have referred the parties recognized the need -
to estabiish and maintain international peace and security in the post-war period
and - again-I quote from the declaration - with the lcast possible_diversion‘of
vorld human and economic resources for armaments. ' '

They went on, in paragraph T of the declaratlon, to state that they would
confer-and co—operate w1th each other and with the other Members of the United
fations in order to achieve practicable comprehensive agreements for the regulatlon

of armaments in the post-war perlod.,
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It must>be ecknowledged that peace—loving forces have succeeded in achievihg
certaln deflnlte results 1n thelr struggle for the llmltatlon and preventlon of
the nuclear arms race ‘in varlous respects." ‘Evidence of thls is prov1ded by
the draftlng and adoptlon of a number of treatles and conventlons on the subJect

hat are now in force.‘ Otherw1se, the 51tuat10n Would be even worse.

. But we are also obllged to note that the threat of nuclear war has grown
con51derably9 that the nuclear weapons nov in ex1stence are being constantly
developed, that those means of destruction audAannlhllatlon which used to be -
siven the old«fashioned name of conventional armaments are in no way comparable
to the armaments of the Second World War, and that now annual mllltary ex pendltures

are much hlgher than~they ‘were durlpg the years of the’ Secqnd World War.
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In other words, it is the fault of the forces of imperialism and reaction, that

it has not proved possible to achieve the aim of the least possible diversion of

world human and economic resources for armaments. The acute need for this not only

has not been reduced, but indeed has grown, taking into account the tasks facing
mankind in the elimination of hunger, disease, illiteracy, housing shortages,
unemployment and inflation, in overcoming the economic backwardness of the young
independent countries and of individual areas and povoulation groups in the
developed capitalist countries, and in guaranteeing stable and constant economic
and social progress for all peoples.

We do not want the Disarmament Week proclaimed by the United Nations to be
limited to the customary ritual speeches. We want it instead to become a powerful
stimulus to joint efforts to strengthen peace. to avert the danger of nuclear war,
and to achieve agreements on real measures of nuclear and conventional
disarmament, up to and including general and complete disarmament.

The World Disarmament Campaign, in which the peoples of the world are taking
part ever more energetically, must play a part in this endeavour. It is our
duty to heed the voice of the peoples and respond to their yearnings.

I should like to make a slight digression from the official style of my

statement at this point. We all know that the children of differenf countries

react identically to what they find pleasant or what they find unpleasant - théy

all laugh and cry in the same way. Once they have learnt to spesk, naturally

in their own language, they all express identically their attitude to what is

good and to what is bad. As the years go by, differences come about in their
attitude to what is happening around them. They then begin to adhere to

different political, moral and other views and take a different position on religion
and the state of affairs within their own country and abroad. But today practically
all the peoples, regardless of race and the social structure of the country in

which they live, all people of good will, from schoolchildren to old-age

pensioners, whatever language they speak, all want the same thing. In a
polyglot world we hear ever more loudly proclaimed the same demand: peace, not

war; disarmament, not a nuclear catastrophe- co operation, not confrontation.
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We are deeply convinced that the time has come for the politicians and
diplomats of all countries at long last to make a similar choice and. combining
their efforts, find constructive and mutually sccevtable solutions to the
pressing problems of our time, including those in the sphere of disarmament. They
must respond to the demands of the people in whose name they speak in the
international arena.

The United Nations is now discussing a whole range of disarmament questions
and each delegation is meking a detailed statement of its position on them. In
this connection, I wish briefly to recall that the States of the socialist
community, proceeding from the provisions of their joint documents adopted in
Prague, Moscow and Sofia this year, have already submitted for consideration a
complete set of constructive proposals. In the communiqué of the conference of
Foreign Ministers of States parties to the Warsaw Treaty held in Sofia on
13 and 14 October this year, the participants:

"stressed the special importance and urgency of the proposals and

initiatives of States parties to the Warsaw Treaty towards averting

nuclear war, carrying on and enhancing the process of détente, halting the

arms race, especially the nuclear arms race, and launching disarmament,

strengthening security and developing co-operation in Europe and the world
as a whole. They expressed the determination of their States to make every
effort to implement these proposals and initiatives".

Fundamentally our proposals relate to the condemnation of nuclear war: the
prevention of nuclear war:; the need for all nuclear Powers which have not yet
done so to undertake not to be the first to use nuclear weapons; the renunciation
of the deployment in Europe of new medium-range nuclear weapons and the reduction
of those weapons, and the limitation and reduction of strategic armaments;
nuclear disarmament; the establishment of nuclear-weapon-~free zones and a
simultaneous freeze by all the nuclear Powers, primarily the Soviet Union and the
United States, on nuclear weapons, in both quantitative and qualitative terms,

and the complete and general prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests.
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Our proposals relate to agreemenf not to increase military exﬁenditufes;
the reduction of conventional armaments and-armed forces; the prohibition of the
militarization of outer’space dnd the use of force in space and from space
against the earth) ‘a ban on and the ellmlnatlon of neutron and other weapons, :
including new types and systems of weapons of mass destructlon-‘and the -
liberation of Europe from chemical weapons as a first step.towards a world-wide
prohibition and elimination of such weapons.
In short, acceptance of our proposals would amount to the renunciation of :
the use of elther nuclear or conventlonal Weapons by any State against any
other States i o s
‘ In other words we advocate agreements on the basis of the principle of
equallty and equal secﬁritv. Ve advocate a world without wars and without theqf“;“h
accumulatlon ‘of stockplles of armaments. Ve call upon all other countries to
associate themselves with our efforts to achieve these aims by making usé'aiso
of the possibilities of the World Disarmament Campaign, to which the socialist
_ States;have made an appropriate contribution. ( 4
We advocate that all peoples should be freed of the danger of a nuclear
disaster and havesan oppoftunit§ to devote their efforts to creative bﬁrbosess

in conditions of undisturbed peace.

The CHAIRMAN: I now call on the representative of El Salvador,
Mr. Rosales Rivera, who Wlll speak in hlS capacity as Chairman of the Group of

Latin American States.

- Mr. ROSATES-RIVERA (E1 Salvador)(interpretation from Spanish): I have:
the honour to spesk at the beginnihg of this commemorative Week, which is part of

the World Disarmament Campaign, on behalf of the Iatin American Group which, as in

the past, gives its full support to all initiatives relating to this item.

The deterioration of the internaticnal situation makes it particularly
urgent that attention be given to disarmament, for the climate of international
tension and the various sources ‘of conflict in the world are all events which

foster the escalation of rivalry between the super-Powers. Latin America as a
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whole fully .sdpportsthe fight for disarmaﬁeht "at- all levels as regards
conventional weapons, intemediate~renge missiles, iong_-range nuclear -forces
and, of course, outer space, which must be preserved- from use for strategic _
or military purposes. Regrettably, ,thls last dimension has become the obgect
of the efforts to gain nuclear supremacy ,

The area of conventional weapons 1s_a source of special interest to Latin
America. The arms race cannot be dissociated from'ifs ha’rmfgl effects- on the
economic development and social develbpment ~'of States. Armament and development
are opposing directions. Unfortunately, threate to the security of States and
imbalances .caused by the unegual grovth of the military weapons of _cex‘tain. o
countries ir; the same subregion conspire against f.he-reduction of. military
expenditure. Plans for economic and soc1a1 development are curbed and vast
basic needs rema:m unsatls:f‘led.

This is 1llustrated in resolution 37/95 A, in which the General Assembly:

' ‘ “Declares once again its conv1ct10n' that 1t is p0551b1e to. ..

A. ach:.eve 1nternat10nal agreements on reduction of mllltary budgets
: Wlthout pre,)udlce to the right of all States to undlmlnlshed '

“security, self-defence and soverelgntvj _

“Reaffirms that human and material resources released through

the reduction of nilitary expenditures could be reallocated to A

"~ economic and social developl.nen'c5 espec1ally for the benefit of the

developing countries:? (resolution 37/95 A, paras. 1, 2)
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The figures on world-wide military expenditures are astronomical - more
than $550 billion a year - and the amount spent on economic development is
insignificant in comparison. The link between disarmament and development is
very relevant and important and has therefore rightly been stressed in internatiohal
forums. The present trend must be reversed, in the interest not only of the '
countries of the third world but of the international community at large which
would stand to gain. Furthermore, the accumulétion and upgrading of weapons
do not themselves bring security. On the contrary, the world has become more
insecure and a riskier place in which to live because of the arms race.

In détente, there is a perception of good faith and confidence and a sense
of security which is a psychological resource conducive to a greater degree of
co-operation among States that can, in turn, bring about a reduction in armaments
and take us closer to the concept of general and complete disarmament. This
premise, based on the building of an atmosphere of mutual confidence, applies
to conventional weapons and to nuclear weapons and other sophisticated methods
of warfare.

We believe that subsfantive progress in the Ceneva bilateral negotiations
would have a positive impact on multilateral negotiations. Both forms of
negotiation are interrelated.

When we consider the present state of the reduction of conventional weapons,
we very often find that among those involved are not just the two States
concerned in the conflict. In the event of a nuclear arms race, however, it is
the super-Powers which bear the burden of responsibility for the fate of the
world. The others concerned play minor roles even though, paradoxically, a
failure in negotiations and a nuclear war would irrevocably affect all mankind.
That is why the voices of all the peoples of the world, as potential victims
of a nuclear war, must be heard in equal measure in representative international
organizations such as the United Nations, the special sessions of the General i
Assembly which have been held under the aegis of the United Nations, and also

in secondary bodies such as the Committee on Disarmament.
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In this regard, Latin America supports the work of the Ad Hoe Committee
for the World Disarmament Conference. That Conference, as the Ad Hoc
Committee has said, must be the result of consensus, bearing in mind the
appropriate conditions. In addition, it should be preceded by proper preparation
and comnitment to universal goals and universal participation.

Although the awareness of the threat of a nuclear holocaust to the fate
of the world has been particularly keen in the developed countries as a result
of the media ~ and this certainly applies to Western Europe and North America -
there has also been a reasonable level of concern in the third world.

Most people in Latin America consider,that their overriding needs have
to do with everyday matters such as bread, housing, clothing and work. An
understanding of the problems of nuclear war has been shown mainly by the
intellectual elites and by Governménts. ,Bﬁt to be honest, it is not a need
which is felt among the masses. Each social community expresses‘.its own
concerns. , ‘

Latin America.was nevertheless the first region which concerned itself with
the threat of atomic weapons. The Tlatelolco Treaty and its protocols are
eloquent proof of this. Now other regions of the: world are following our example.

Of course, in the.whole problem of disarmament, the element of effective
international control is of primary importance, for it supports the psychological
factor of confidence and the subsequent verification that commitments entered into
are truly honoured. So there must be reasonable machinery for verification.

The United Nations has been dealing with the question of_disarmament as
one of its primary objectives. This is clear from Artigle 2670f theVCharter.
Ever since its beginning, this world Organization has been associated with this
difficult undertaking which has been slow and elusive andehich has often been
in a state of stagnation. This is the context in which we must viewvthe report
of the Committee on Disarmament. i.

It would seem that the resolutions adopted year after:yéér on disarmament
are in inverse ratio to their effectiveness.. But they must be seén és an
expression of the concern which exists on the subject. The preéent generations
must meet this challenge for their responsibilitieé go beyond what would have
been imaginable just a few years ago, er they are dealing with the destiny

of mankind.
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As was stressed bv the independent‘cdmmission,Vin the nuclear era var cannot
be an instrument of ﬁolicy but'merely a ﬁeéhanism for unprecedented destructiqn.
This places the problem of disarmément in a context beyond the apnlied sciences
and advanced technology. It goes beyond>fhe field of politics and enters the
field of ethics. 1o generation has the fight to determine the fate of future
cenerations nor does it have the right toaeliminate the human race. The power
of nuclear destruction is immense.

For all these reasons, Latin America gives its support to disarmament and
applauds initiatives to mobilize vorld pﬁblic opinion in the world Disarmament
Campaisn. to vhich this wveek is contributipg9 a veek which begins precisely on
United Wations Day. Is it not ironic that just a week ago e celebrated Vorld
Tood Day and were told that 450 million peovle are sufferins from hunger, vhile
today more than &1 million a minute are be{ng spent on the arms race? Can ve
continue with this dialectic of contradictions which the nresent generation is
vitnessing?

Latin America trusts that common sense vwill prevail.

The CHAIRIAM: T call on the representative of France, Mr. Louet,

Chairman of the Group of 'lestern European and Other States.

Mr. LOUET (France) (interpretation from French): In mv capacity as
Chairman of the Croup of Vestern FEuropean and Other States, I take great pleasure
in congratulating you, Sir, on vour accession to the chairmanshin of the Tirst
Committee. - I wish also to congratulate the other offices of the Committee. Ve
are sure that your concern for objectivity and yvour great competence, which we
all recognize, will lend great impetus to the work of the TFirst Committee.

Tor the sixth consecutive year, the Ceneral Assembly is celebrating .
Disarmament lleek, besginning today, 24t October, the anniversary of the founding
of the United IMations. Tt might be useful to recall that the practice instituted
bv the first snecial session on disarmament is a resnonse to the legitimate
concern for involvine the peoples of our countries in the efforts being made to
promote disarmament. While it is primarily for our Governments to carry on a
determined quest for sipnificant proeress in this field, the difficulty of the
endeavour and the magnitude of the stakes make it quite right that their efforts

should be accompanied by a flow of information to the populations who should be

made more awvare of vhat is happening.
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This concern is now more justified than ever at a time when there is
increasingly acute awareness of the danger to peace of the lack of progress in
this field. Ve are thus convinced that the'activities in comnection with this
Week will help unite the entire internationél community in the search for ways of
reducing military arsenals. After all, this is what it is about and it is worth
recalling this in a context and at a time‘ﬁhen there is no lack of declarations
of good infent and when the need for specific significant measures was never
more clear.

I should like to reaffirm the support of the Group of Western European
and othér States for all the efforts to aéhieve genuine disarmament in a more

harmonious and united international community.

The meeting rose at 11.50 a.m.






