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LETTER FROM THE HEHESSETATIvS OF TEE USSR 

The Secretary-General haa the honour to c i rcula te to the 
members: of the Commies ion on Human Rights the following l e t t e r 
dated 5"'May< 1950, together with e. communication from the Civi l 
Rights Congress, which he has received from Mr. Yakov A. Malik, 
the Permanent Representative of the Union of Soviet Soc ia l i s t 
Republics to the United Nations: 

I have the honour herewith to comamiicate to you a l e t t e r from the Civil 

Rights Congress dated 2k April 195C and a&drssssd to Mr. S. Tsarepkin, 

representat ive of the UBSR on-t&> United H&tiors Commission on Human Rights. 

I would request you to c:'rcuii.to th is l e t t e r to the members of the United 

nations Commission on Human Rights.-

(Signed) " Yakov A. MALIX 

* * * * * 

Letter dated 2k April 1950 to the USSR member of the 
Comli sii ion on H-qmaxi 'Rights ' from * the ̂  Chairman of the 

Board of Djrectors and theJijational Executive 
Secretary of the Civi l Rights *Congreas* 

New York, 2k April 1950 

Nazim Hlionet, the greates t l iv ing poet of Turkey, i s on a hunger s t r ike to 

force his release from the prison in which he ha3 been incarcerated for the past 

twelve yea r s . The twenty-eight years in J a i l to which t h i s great poet was 

sentenced was based on only one charge: t ha t his poetry was "spreading communist 

ideas in the ranks of the Turkish army and navy." Ko matter with what 

philosophical label these poems were described, tha t they advanced the in te res t s 

of the great mass of the people could not be denied, and that the continued 

imprisonment of th i s man const i tu tes a v io la t ion of free speech as se t forth in 

the Declaration of Human Rights of the United Nations, i s obvious to a l l forward-

minded people. 
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As a member of the Human Rights Commission, most cer ta in ly i t i s incumbent 

on you to act in t h i s case. I f a people's poet can be j a i l ed and permitted to 

die because of his ideas expressed in his poetry, i s t h i s not a gross v io la t ion 

of human r ights? We therefore appeal to you to ra ise t h i s question in the Human 

Eights Commission. Your action in t h i s matter can save the l i f e of t h i s great 

poet of democracy. 

(Signed) George mBSHAli 
Chairman, Board of Directors 

William L. BATTEBBOT 
National Executive Secretary 


