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SOCIAL COUNCIL

Comnission’.on Humen Rights

IRTTER FROM THE SEPRESENTATIVE OF THE USSR

The Secretary-Generel hus the honour to circulste to the
‘members-of - the Commiesicn on Humen Rights the following letier
dated 5'May: 1950, togetber with e communication from the Civi
Rights Congress, which he has received from Mr. Yskov A. Malik,
the Permsnent Revresentative of the Union of Soviet Soclalist
Republice to the United Nationg:

T have the honour herewith to commwilrste to you a lstter from the Civil
Rights Congress dated 2% April 195C sni sddresged to Mr. S. Tsarspkin,
representative of the USSR on the United Natlors Commiseion on Human Rights.

I would veguest you to clrenlete this letter to the members of the United
Natlons Commission on Humen Riphis. _

(Signed) Yalkov A. MALIX
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Letter dated 24 April 1950 to the USSR member of the
Comuission on Humsn Rights from the Cheiyman of the
Beard of Directors and the hstional Zrecutive

" Becretary of the Givil Righte Congress

New York, 24 April 1950

Nazim Hikmet, the greatest living poet of Turkey, is on & hunger strike to
force his relezse from the prison in which he hes been incarcerated for the past
twelve years. The twenty-eight years in Jail to which this great poet vas
gentenced was desed on only one cherge: thet his poetry was ?spreading communist
ldezs in the ranks of the Turkish ermy and navy." No watter ﬁith what
philosophical label these poems were described, that they advanced the iInterssts
of the gyeat moss of the people could not be denied, and thet the continued
imprisomment of thie man constitutes a violetion of free speech as set Torth in
the Dsclaretion of Humen Rights of the United Nations, is obvious to 2ll forward-

minded peoyple.
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 As a member of the Humen Rights Commission, most certainly it ie incumbent
on‘you’to'act'in this case. If & poople's poet can be Jailed and permitted to
die because of his ideas expressed in his poetry, is this not a gross violation
of human rights? We therefore appeal to you to raise this question in the Human
Rights Commission. Your action In this matier can save the life of this great

poet of democracy..

(§E§E§§) George MARSHALL
' Chairman, Board of Directors

Williem L. PATTERSON
Natlonal Executive Secretary
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