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Elections to fill vacancies in subsidiary 'organs and other elections:
election of 47 membersof the Human Rights Council

Note verbale dated 4 April 2006 from the Per manent
Mission of the Republic of Korea to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretariat

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea to the United Nations
presents its complimentsto the Secretariat of the United Nations, and has the honour
to inform the latter that the Government of the Republic of Korea has decided to
present its candidature for the United Nations Human Rights Council at the
elections to be held on 9 May 2006.

The Republic of Korea attaches the utmost importance to the advancement of
human rights as a fundamental universal value. Along with consistent efforts
towards enhancing human rights standards at the domestic level, the Republic of
Koreaisfirmly committed to contributing to the promotion and protection of human
rights around the world.

As an active member of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights

since 1993, the Republic of Korea welcomes the launch of the Human Rights:

Council and hopes to continue to play a constructive role in the advancement of
human rights and fundamental freedoms as well as in the establishment and
development of the Council in accordance with the high expectations that the
Member States of the United Nations place upon its noble mission.
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Annex to the note verbale dated 4 April 2006 from the
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea to the
United Nations addressed to the Secretariat

Republic of Korea: voluntary pledgesand commitments
on human rights

|. Background

The Government of the Republic of Korea (ROK) places great importance on
hurman rights as a universally shared value steadfastly advocated by the United
Nations fa six decades. The promotion and protection of hunan rights is a
priority in theROX’s nationa aswell asforeign policy godls.

Having been ingpired by the UN's commitment to human rights and fundamental
freedoms throughout its own process of democratization and economic’
development, the Republic of Korea attests to the imperativeof human rightsin
the betterment of societies.  The Government is making every effort to achieve
continued improvements in the human rights situation within the Republic of
Korea. |t as0 endeavorsto spread democracy and humen rightsworldwide.

The ROK is asignatory to the followingsix mgor human rights treaties, and to
most of ther Optiona Protocols, regulaly submitting reports on their
implementation:

- International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1990)

- International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights(1990)

* First Optional Protocol to | GCPR (1990)

Convention on the Elimination of All Forng of Discrimination against

Women (1985)

- International Convention on the Eliminaion of All Forns of Racia
Discrimination (1979)

- Convention Against Torture and Qher Crud, | nhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (1979)

Convention onthe R ght s of the Child (1991)

* Optional Protocol on the involvement of Children in armed conflict (1994)

* Optional Protocol on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography (1994)

Since its eatry into the UN in 1991, the Republic of Korea has been actively
involved in the work of the key humas rights organizations of the United Nations.
It has been a member of the Commission on Hinan R ghts since 1993. It has
also contributed to awide range of discussionsand prograns for the pronotion



of dl aspectsof human rights, including the recent discussion for the creation of
the Hunan R ght s Council (HRC).

Furthermore, in the convictionthat human rightsis best served by democracy
and democratic governance, it has played aleading rolein the formationof the
Community of Democracies (CD). It has subsequently played a key rolein the
work of the CD as a member of the Convening Group (CG).

In the Republic of Korea, the National Hin@n Rights Gnmnssi on (NHRC) ves
established in November 2001 with the mandate to investigate and renedy
human rights violations, to provide education and raise public awareness in the
fidd of human rights, to conduct research, and to recommend legidative,
ingtitutional, or policy initiatives relating to humean rights. The Commission has
become a vital force for the promotion and protection of human rights in the
Republic of Korea. In particular, in January 2006 it put forward its own
proposd for a "National Hunman Rights Plan of Action (NAP)" for the period
2007-2011 to serve as a guidedline for a comprehensve national plan for the
advancement of human rights.

The Government of the ROK recently adopted legal amendments to ensure the
advancement of hurnan rights in a wide array of fields. "'These incl ude gender
equality (the abolishment of the male-dominated family registry system), labor
rights (revisionsof thelabor law alowingteachersand public servantsto engage
in union-related political activities), judicia parity for the rights of victims as
well as suspscts in criminal cases, and non-discriminatory measures for foreign
nationals,

IL Pledgesand Commitments

In line with its dedication to the noble,aim of the promotion and protection of
human rights, the Republic of Koreacommitsitsef:

o further advancehuman rights at thenational leve :

By taking the following steps with respest to the withdrawal of reservations
made to and the ratification of the UN human rights instruments in accordance
with the recent advancement of human rights in the ROK -including legd
amendments and ingtitutional developmentsin awide array of fields:

- promptly acceding to the Optiona Protocoal to the CEDAW Convention ;
- examning the withdrava of its reservations made to the
International Covenant on Civil and Politicd Rghts (14-5), the UN
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Convention againg Torture (21 and 22) as wel as to the CEDAW
Convention (16-1-g) inthe near future ;
- consdering the accession of the Optiond Protocol to the UN Convention

against Torturein the near future.

By consdering the ratification of the following 4 out of the 8 ILO
Fundamental Conventionshby 2008 :

= Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organize Convention
(NO.87)

- Right to Organize and Collective Bargaining Convention (No.98)

- Forced Labour Convention (No.29)

- Abalition of Forced Labour Convention (No.105)

By setting, in accordance with the recommendation of the UN, the ‘Nationa

~ Action Plan on Human Rights NAP)" for 2007-2011*, which is expected to be

completed at the end of theyear 2006. The NAP, ablueprint for human rights
policy, will set out guidelines for the advancement of human rights in a
comprehensiveand forward-looking manner.

* The major alm of the NAP 2007-2041 Is to propose Institutional provisions to protect
the soclally vulnerable and minoritles, and to draw up laws and institutions to bufid
a strong basis tor political, economie, soctal and cultural rights.

By enhancing cooperation and partnership with civil society in ensuring the
protection of human rights and good governance in the process of the
formulation, implementation and evauation of public policy.

.+ By strengthening human rights education to enhance public awareness and

thereby incorporate human rights into the mainstreamin all sectors of society.

To further contribute to the advancement of human rights at the
international leve :

1, By supporting member states in their implementation of human rights
obligationswith technica cooperation as well as encouraging Sates to becone
partiesto the core hunan rightstreaties.

2 By offering cooperation at the bilateral level aswell as through the UN system

for the strengthening of democracy, good governance, the rule of law and
respect for human rightsand f undanent al freedoms,




3, By contributi ng to ongoing work aimed at improving the international hunan
rights framework, such as reform of thetreaty body system and thework of the
OHCHR.

4, By cooperating fully ith the tresty monitoring bodies, including through the
timely submission of periodicworts, and acting promptly and in good faith on
their concluding observations and recommendations.

5. By participating actively in ongoing discussionsfor the establishment of new
international human rights instruments such as the work of the Ad Hoce
Committee on a Comprehensiveand Integral International Convention on the
Protection and Promotion d the Rights and Dignity d Persons with
Disabilities.

6. By promdting intra-and cross- regional democratic progress and cooperation
such as by providing technica expertise and offering full cooperation to
countries requesting assistance in building democratic ingtitutions within the
framework of the Community of Democracies (CD).

7. By participating actively in the discussionsfor the cregtion of regional and sub-
regiona nachi nery for the promotion and protection of 'human rights in the
Asia-Pacific region wheresuch nechani sns are absent.

8 By contributing to the process of identifying and clarifying standards with
regard to new human rights issues such asthose in bioethics and information

technology.

To contributetothework of the Human RightsCouncil :

I. By actively taking pat, in the spirit of didogue and cooperation, in the
launching of the new Council and the ensuing discussions on its working
methods with a view to makingit open, transparent, productive and functional,
o that it may meet the needs and expectationsof member states,

2, By doing its share to enable the Council to respond promptly and effectively to
hunman rights abuses.

3. Bly demongtrating a strong commitment to the redization of <ivil, political,
economic, social and cultural ri gts with the same emphasis¢n each and on an
equal footing.
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