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I. IWTRODUCTION

1. On 17 February 1950 the Economic an’. Social Council adonted vresolution
275 C (X) concerning the Yearbook on Huan Rights, vhich reais:

"The Economic and Social Council,

MHaving examined draft resolubion E stubmittel by the Commission

on Human Rights at its fifth session, »

"Congidering that the guestion of the form which the Yearbook
wight take in fulture years shoull be given further consideration;
arovided that nothing in this resolution should be internreted to
nogipone the publications of Yearbooks at present under preparation,

"Requegts the Commission on Humen Rights to examine this question
in the light of the discugsions at the tenth session of the Iconomic
and Social Council;

a7

"Decides that in all publications of the Ysarbook, texts of basic
laws on human richts in respect of Non-Self-Governing and Trust
Territories should be included in the same manner as may be done in

respect of self~governing territories.,"”

no

. This memorandim atbempts to desecribe briefly the main features in ths
Tirst thrse volumes of the Yearbook on Human Rights and to list a number of

il

sugrestlions concerning the Tubure form of the Yearboolk.

IT, MAIN TEATURTS OF THE YEARBOOK

3e By resolution 9 (II) the Economic and Social Council requestel the
Secretary~Ceneral to make arrvengements for "the compilation and publication of
a yearbook on lav and usage relating to humen rights, the first edition of
which should include all declarations and bills of human rights now in Fforce

in various countries.” | ‘
L, Accovdingly, the first volume of the Yearbook on Human Rights -~ that is,
the Yearbook for 1946 - contained all congtitutional provisions concerning
human rights which were in force as of 31 December 1946, a number of stabements
on laws and usages relabting bo human rights in countries which hal no written
conatitubions; and provigions of ordinary laws concerning human rights which

were promulseted in 1946 (in some cases in 194h ang 19L5).

/5, The second
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The second and third volumes of the Yearbook differ in form from the first

5.
volume.
(Aocuments T/CN.4/63/Rev.l and T/CN.4/SR.43), the second and third volumes of

the Yearbook were each divided into three parts:

In accordance with the divectives of the Coumission on Human Rights

Port I containg orovisions of constitutions and ordinary laws
concerning human rights. It also contains some statements on humen
rights in countries which have no written constitutions.

Part IT containe provisions of international treaties and

agreements relating to humen rights.
Part III conbains an outline of Tthe activities of the Unitel Nations

concerning human rights.

III, FUTURE FORM OF THE YEARBOOK

6. A. _Bagic laws on humen richts in Non-Self-Goverming and Trust Territories.

By resolution of 17 February 1950 the Economic and Social Council decilded
that "in all publications of the Yearbook texts of basic laws on human rights
in respect of Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories should be incluled in
the seme manner as may be done in respect of self-governing territories.”

Te B. Complete texts of new Constitutions. The Commission on Human

Rightes at its second session consilereld the idea of reproducing complebe
texts of constitutions with provisions relaeting to human rights in bold type,
ingteed of reproducing those provisions alone. This idea was not adonted,
partly because the Commission 4id not wish unduly bto extend the size of the
Yearbool, éni partly because it wanted to preserve the Yearbook's character
ag a work dealing exclusively with human rights.

8. The Commission may wish to reconsider this idea. It is suggested that
complete texts of new constitutions - adopted in 1950 and hereafter - may be
reproduced in the Yearbook. In the first place, the number of new
constitutions adoptel each year will not be as great as in the immediote
post~war years. In the seconi place, the knowledge of the full text of a
constitution is necessary for the proper understaniing of its provisions

concerning, human rights.

/9. In this
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9, In this connexion the attention of the Commission 1s called to a working
paper (A/CN.4/16) on article 24 of the Statute of the International Lew
Commissgion, in which the author, Judge Manley O, Hudson, suggested that

the International Law Commission "may wish to recommend that the Secrcotariat
of the United Nations should publish, and keep up to date, a collectlon of
the congtitutions of all Members of the United Nations, or perhaps of all
States."”

10. GC. Court decisions. At its third sessgion the Commission on Human

Righte expressed the view that "court decisios are fully as important os
provigions of congtitutlons, ordinary laws and international treaties,.anc
should also be included in the Yearbook.,” The Secretary-General submitted

a memorendum (E/CN.L/169), which conbtained sample studies on court decigions.
In draft resolution E submitted to the Tconomic and Socigl Council by the
Commissgion at its fifth session, it was proposed:

"That, as soon as circumstences permit, a summary of the decisions
or the decisgions in eXbenso of the highest court in every countrj which
are relevant to human rights be included in a gpecial chapter of the
Yearbook on Human Rights, if they are of international interest;

"That, as an exception, a sumaary or full verbatim report of
declslons by other courts should be included in the Yearbook if it is
of distinct value that other countries should know of such decisions,”

Tn accordance with resolution 275 ¢ (X) of the Council, the Commission
may wish to give further consideration to the question of including court
decisions in the Yearbook.

11. D. Annual surveyg of develomment of perticular richts in individual

countries. This suggestion was made by the United Kingdom delegation in its
note of 15 March 1949 to the Secretary-Gensral. The note reads:

"His Mﬁjesty*s Government have considerei carefully the form which
their annual contribubtion should take in order that it should be of the
greatest value. They have given careful thought to the arguments which
have been adduced in favour of an annual contribution covering all
aspects of humen rights and of developments in the whole field of
human rights within a year. They have, however, éoncluiei that such
a methed would not have the result of giving the comprehensive picture

/of the develooments
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of the develomments in the field of humon righte which is desirel. They
feel that each amnual contribution, if compiled on these lines, would
only be fully comprehended if read with those which nreceded 1t so
that the Yearbook would be difficult and lahorious to use and theie
would be a danger that anyone realing one Yearbook without reference
to ite predecessors would derive a distorted view of the extent to which
human rights were observed and enforced.
"They have therefore come to the conclusion that the most useful
foim which their annual contributicn can take is that it shoull be a
gelf-containel and commlete mnaner reviewing the application of one
principle of the Bill of Human 2ights each year. In accordance vwith thirs
belief His Majesty's Govermment are therefore submitting the »resent
paper setting out the way in which the right to medical care is observed
and safe~-guarded in the United Kingdom. It is their intention year by
year to sulmit a succession of such papers so that in the coursc of time
the Yearbooks will contaln a complete statement in the most realable
form of the application of human rights in the United Kingdom.”
12, The paner on the right to medical care contributed by the United Kinglom
has been included in the Yearbopk for 1948, The proposal of the United
Kingiom is not incompatible with the directives bf the Commisgion conccining
the form and contents of the Yearboolk (T/ow.k/63/Rev.1). The Yearbool may
very well contain both legislative texts relating to human rights and
rsystematic and comprehensive surveys on the‘épplication of human rizhts.

13. L. Periodic commilations of lews of all countries concernins warticular
3

richts. Part I of the Yearbook fox 1948 conbains on appendix which im o
compilation of the electoral laws of all countries. It is thought that

the Commission may wish to consider the degirability of compiling anl
publishing a seiles of such collecticng of the lavs of all countrieg concerning
particular rights, as for instance, the right to freedom of thought,

conscience and religion,,the right to freedom ¢f cpinion and expressicn, the

right to scclal security, or the right to esducation,

JIV, CONCTUSION
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IV. CONCLUSION

1%, The Secretary-General is of the opinion that the new suggestions or
proposalS‘as to the future form of the Yearbook are not incompatible with
the directives of the Commission at 1ts second session (E/CN.4/63/Rev.l).

The three principal warts of the Yearbook should still be maintained, and
these parts will cover (1) ”informétion on the general evolution of legislation
relating to the various human rights in different countries," (2) nrovisions
of international treaties and agreements "directly affecting,human rights"”,
and (3) activities of the United Hations in nromoting the respect for and
observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

15. Any or all of the new suggestions and proposals could be incluled within
the framework of the Yearbook., Basic laws on human rights in Non~3Self- J
Governing and Trust Territories may be incluied in Part I of the Yearboolk.

If it were decided that complete texts of new constitutions should be
reproduced, they would naturally be incorporated in Part I. If court
decigions are included in the Yearbook, the framework of the Yearbook may

be modified to the extent of creating a new part. Annusl surveys of '
developments of particular rights in individual countries - the suggestion

of the United Kingdom - may well be incorporated in Part I under respective
countries. Periodic compilations of laws of all countries concerning

narticular rights may be publisheﬂ ag annexes to Part T,
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